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Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 


With the situation approaching the crisis stage in providing 
timber supply to the communities in Western Oregon and with 















Endangered Species Committee to grant exempti 
section 7(a)2 of the Species Act, as amended, for 44 FY 
sales (224 FF) the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has determined would 










which the Bureau is unable to apply any reasonable and 

that would not violate section 7(a)2. Thirty-one of these sales (107.6 MOF) 

involve no take of owls, but were given jeopardy opinions solely on the basis 

Osa « game of the 50-11-40 rule (i.e. impact to juvenile owl dispersal 
tat). 














Application for Exemption from the Requirements of the 
Species Act, as amended for Bureau FY 1991 Timber Sales 


Background 


“he Bureau of Land Management (Bureau), Oregon State office 
submitted 175 proposed FY 1991 timber sales to the Portland Field 
Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) between 
January and May of 1991 requesting separate formal consultations. 
During the prescribed consultation period, numerous meetings vere 
held between the two agencies to discuss the actions and 
additional information was provided to the Service as requested. 
(Refer to Appendix A for consultation chronology). The Service 
provided draft biological opinions to the Bureau on June 13, 1991 
and issued the final biological opinions on June 17, 1991. This 
resulted in 52 jeopardy saies. 


The Bureau accepted all of the FY 1991 biological opinions, both 

and no jeopardy sales, without delay for three reasons. 
First of all, timing was related to a deep concern for people in 
the 18 western Oregon counties whose way of life is undergoing 
radical change due. to the events surrounding the listing of the 
northern spotted owl. The amount of sold timber from the Oregon 
and California trust lands administered by the Bureau was the 
lowest ever; therefore, it was deened that the sale of 
timber proceed as expeditiously as possible. No further delays 
were acceptable due to the necessity of giving prospective 
B an opportunity for making knowledgeable bids for the 
federal timber with consideration of the restrictions due to 
various owl and other resource ive measures. Time was 
absolutely of the essence if any federal timber would be offered 


@uring FY<-91: 


- US Federal Judge Dwyer had already denied US Forest Service 
,final sales in ow! forests. 

- US Federal Judge Zilly had ordered the Service to designate 
critical habitat by the end of June, 1991. 

- The Service had already passed the April 30, 1991, deadline 
they had agreed to for submittal of the draft biological 


opinions. 


Seccndly, the process under which the opinions were issued gave the 
Bureau every reason to believe that any further attempt to 
negotiate the Service's "reasonable and prudent" alternatives would 
merely delay the "cleared" sales. The Bureau had gone to great 
lengths to request sale by sale consultation which is the. lawful 
right under Section 7. Yet, after many attempts by the Service to 
issue one opinion, a matrix single opinion format was used, and al) 
consultations were delivered in one package - regardless of the 
time they were submitted for consultation. During the June 13, 
1991, meeting with the Service on the draft biological opinions the 
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Bureau discussed the option of splitting the final biological 

opinions and issuing opinions only on the "cleared" sales. The 

Service stated that this would require reworking the matrix single 

- opinion format and would delay issuance of the final opinions on 
the “cleared® sales. 


Third, the Bureau saw little pronise in working out an alternative 
solution that would permit the offering for sale of the jeopardy 
sales. This viewpoint was based on the disappointing experience 
with the FY 1990 biological opinions. The Bureau participated in 
a protracted and frustrating four sonths of meetings and 
correspondence in an effort to find compliance options under the 
reasonable and measures provided by the Service in their 
‘biological opinion. These intensive efforts proved to be fruitless 
and caused delays in the offering of cleared timber sales. 


In addition, the Bureau had shared its wast state of the art data 
base with the Service, and the methods utilized to analyze each and 
every prospective sale to demonstrate that the Bureau had sorted 
through literally millions of items of resource data to finally 
propose for consultation only those remaining opportunities with 
the least impact to owls. Every request for consultation carefully 
relayed to the Service that the particular sale was a part of the 
overall Jamison strategy which they had been extensively briefed 
on. There were no other reasonable and prudent alternatives 
available to the Bureau other than completely shutting down the 
Bureau's FY91 timber sale progran. 


In the final biological opinions, the Service detezuined that 52 of 
the proposed FY 1991 Bureau timber sales were likely to jeopardize 
the continued existence of tis northern spotted owl. Upon review 
of these sales, the Bureau determined that the jeopardy situation 
could be alleviated for 8 sales through the modification of the 
.proposed harvest units or the application of new information (Refer 
also to Alteration and Modification Section). These changes 
reduced the number of jeopardy sales to 44. 


According to the biological opinions, 39 of the 44 remaining 
jeopardy sales occur in the Coast Range Province. Of the 39 sales, 
20 are likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the northern 
spotted owl because of the reduction of dispersal habitat, 5 do so 
because of the take of known owls and the remaining 14 cause 

because of both the take ox owls and the reduction of 


jeopardy 
dispersal habitat (Refer to Appendix B). 


The remaining 5 sales from the total of 44 occur in identified 
areas of concern which provide cross linkages between provinces and 
are deemed important for owl movement. The proposed sales in these 
areas were determined likely to jeopardize the existence of the owl 
because of the reduction of dispersal habitat. 
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The basis for the evaluation of effect upon dispersal habitat is 
the "50-11-40 rule" which was developed by the Interagency 
Scientific Committee (Thomas et.al. 199C). The Interagency 
- Scientific Committee called for application of the rule to all 
quarter townships containing some forested habitat. Under this 
rule, the forested landscape would facilitate dispersal of owls if 
5C percent of the landscape would be maintained in forest stands 
with an average diameter at breast height of 11 inches and a 
minigum canopy closure of 40 percent. This condition would 
normally be met on 2 harvest rotation of 80 years. In instances 
where timber sales caused the quarter township to fall below 50-11- 
40, or worsen the existing condition when it was already below 50- 
11-40, a jeopardy opinion on the timber sale resulted. Another 
factcr which was not considered in the biological opinion is the 
number of quarter townships or acres which attain 50-11-40 status 
each year as the forest continues growing. 


The Service adopted and placed high importance on the 50-11-40 rule 
as the method for evaluating dispersal habitat conditions in the 
biological opinions issued on the Bureau's FY 1991 timber sales. 
The Service states in the biological opinions that 39 parcent of 
the quarter townships in the Coast Range and areas of concern which 
contain Bureau lands do not meet the 50-11-40 standard. The 
Interagency Scientific Committee concluded that adequate dispersal 
habitat conditions would be present if all quarter townships met 
the 50-11-40 rule at any point in time. The ISC established the 
standard for adequate dispersal conditions but not for jeopardy. 
The Service failed to explain the rationale for when non compliance 


with ISC would trigger a jeopardy opinion. 


The take of owls is based on criteria developed by the Service. 
These are as follows: 


1. Harvest of the best available, most contiguous habitat 
within a 70-acre core area surrounding the spotted owl 
nesting habitat encompassing nest site and\or activity 
center of a resident single or pair; and\or 


2. Removal of habitat so that less than 500 acres of spotted 
owl habitat remains within 0.7 miles of the nest site or 
activity center of a resident single or pair and\or 


3. Loss of spottei owl habitat within the estimated home 
range of a spotted owl pair or resident single so that 
less than 40 percent of the area within the provincial 
home range radius remains in spotted owl habitat. 
Provincia] radii are 1.5 miles for the Coast Range, 1.2 
miles for the Cascade Range and i.3 miles for the 
Klamath. These yield acreages of 1906, 1182 and 1336, 


respectively. 
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Timber sales which violated these criteria for take were given a 
jeopardy opinion. 


. The Bureau requests the Endangered Species Committee to grant 
exemption from the requirements of section 7(a)2 of the Endangered 
Species Act, as amended, for the 44 timber sales the Service has 
determined would likely jeopardize the continued existence of the 
northern spotted owl and for which the Bureau is unable to apply 
any reasonable and prudent alternatives that would not violate 


section 7(a)2. 


As late as May 15, 1991 in the consultation process Bureau 
biolcgists were meeting with the Service's biologists to discuss 
how to assess the impact of proposed timber sales on spotted owl 
dispersal habitat conditions. At this time the Service had not 
formulated or did not discuss their analysis process for reviewing 
the 50-11-40 rule on Bureau timber sales. No indication was given 
that timber sales not meeting the 50-11-40 rule in the Coast Range 
or areas of concern would result in jeopardy situations. 
Therefore, the Bureau had no prior knowledge that Jeopardy calls 
would be issued on any timber sales prior to receiving the draft 
biological cpinions on June 13, 1991. 


It should be noted that the Bureau was unable to fully understand 
the rationale for the jeopardy opinion based on the content of the 
biological opinions or subsequent discussions with the Service. On 
August i, 1991, the Bureau sent a memorandum to the Service, at 
their invitation, requesting a more complete explanation of the 
rationale for the jeopardy opinions in light of the current 
jeopardy definition (Refer to Appendix C). At the time of the 
filing of this application, the Service had not yet responded to 


this request. 


Out of the 2.5 million acres of Bureau land in western Oregon, 
about 1.4 million acres qualify as "dispersal" habitat under the 
Interagency Scientific Committee criteria. This amount will not 
change significantly over the next two years while the Bureau 
considers the Interagency Scientific Committee strategy in its new 
plan decisions. Only about 40,000 such acres will be included in 
timber sales during that period of time. The Service's opinions do 
not appear to consider the contribution of private lands in the 
checkerboard to dispersal, or consider the amount of iands which 
will grow dispersal habitat in the near future. The Bureau 
questions whether the loss of dispersal habitat at this juncture is 
so critical that studies cannot first be done to determine whether 
the rule is appropriate, before applying it with such devastating 


economic effect. 
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Discussion of Reasonable and Prudent Alternatives 


In the final biological opinions, the Service offered the following 
- reasonable and prudent alternative for those jeopardy sales which 
resulted from the take of known owls and the violation of the 50- 
11-40 rule for maintaining dispersal habitat. 


Defer offering that portion of a timber cale that lies within 
the dal home range of known pairs and resident 
singles, or that would reduce dispersal habitat sonditions 
in 1/4 townships to less than 50 percent or further reduce 
those already below S50 percent until the Bureau implements a 
leng-term conservation strategy for spotted owls or a 
recovery plan is adopted, and chese timber sales are 
Getermined to be consistent with either strategy. 


The following additional reasonable and prudei.t alternative was 
— for those jeopardy sales that violated the 50-11-40 rule 
only. 


Defer offering that portion of a timber sale that would 
reduce dispersal habitat conditions in 1/4 townships to less 
than 50 percent or further reduce those already below 50 
percent until the Bureau implements a long-term conservation 
strategy or a recovery plan is adopted, and these timber 
sales are determined to be consistent with either strategy. 











In providing these alternatives the Service stated that they were 
consistent with 50 CFR 402.01 which defines reasonable and prudent 
alternatives as "...alternative actions identified during formal 
consultation that can be implemented in a manner consistent with 
the intended purpose of the action, that can be implemented 
consistent with the scope of the Federal agency's legal authority 
and jurisdiction, that is economically and technologically 
feasible, and that the Director believes would avoid the likelihood 
of jeopardizing the continued existence of listed species or 
resulting in the destruction or adverse modification of critical 


habitat." 


It is the opinion of the Bureau that these alternatives are not 
reasonable and prudent because they do not meet the test of being 
consistent with the intended purpose of the action. The adoption of 
any long term strategy for the owl must be done through the land 
use planning process. The Bureau is currently working on nev 

Management Plans for all its lands in western Oregon. 
These plans are scheduled for implementation in the fall of 1992. 
As a result, this would cause a lengthy delay in the offering of 
sales that were inténded to provide timber supplies in FY 1991, not 
FY 1993. This delay in offering is unacceptable given the economic 
situation in-the region at thie time (refer to the Nature and 
Extent of Benefits Section of this document). The reasonable and 
prudent alternative leads one to believe that the sales could 


proceed if the long term strategy or recovery plan were adopted. 
the Bureau could do so immediately, which it cannot, there 
is a high likelihood that these plans would have the sane 
. prohibitive provisions for 50-11-40 and take of known owls as the 
jeopardy opinion, thus precluding the sales and nullifying the 
notion that the reasonable and prudent alternatives provide a 
realistic alternative to accomplishing the proposed actions. 


The Service did not identify in the opinions or elsewhere, how the 
adoption of new long-term management plans would alter their belief 
that harvesting these sales would jeopardize the continued 
existence of the species. The Jamison Strategy directed the Bureau 
to avoid planning sales over the next two years in any of the 
spotted owl Habitat Conservation Areas identified as desirable for 
protection in the Interagency Scientific Committee report; in the 
between the Bureau and the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife; and, in the additional 12 management areas identified 
under Section 318 of Public Lew 101-121. This left available for 
harvest areas which to a much greater extent would be marginal for 
owls than operating under current plans without the Jamison 
Strategy. Then largely because these sales are located in areas 
with marginal habitat, the Fish and Wildlife Service found 
jeopardy. From the biological opinions, it appears that almost no 
timber harvesting can take place in the large geographic region 
constitut the Coast Range and other areas of concern identified 
by the Service without "jeopardizing" the spotted owl species as a 
whole. Why that is the case is not clear in the biological 
opinions and for that reason the letter dated August 1, 1991, was 
sent to the Service. In making a good faith effort to implement 
the identified reasonable and prudent alternative, the Bureau 
carefully examined what portions of sales could be deferred fron 
harvest and still be economically viable, and made adjustments 
where possible. However, without further clarification from the 
Service on the basis of the jeopardy finding as requested in the 
August 1 letter, the Bureau is left with the impression that there 
simply is no alternative which would allow timber harvest of these 
areas to take place and that telling the Bureau to “defer” harvest 
is equivalent to saying there is no alternative. The Service has 
not yet responded to the August 1 letter. 


Based on past experience and the prospects described above, it is 
the Bureau's opinion there are no alternatives to implementing the 
timber sale actions as proposed, thus the need exists to apply for 
an exemption from the requirements of section 7 of the Act. 


Description ‘of Proposed Acticn 


The proposal is to harvest 224 million board feet (MMBF) contained 
in 44 of the 52 timber sales that have béen declared jeopardy by 
‘the Service as a result of their effect on the northern spotted 












owl. The timber sales would involve clearcutting 4,570 
noncontiguous acres of Bureau administered land in western Oregon. 
Refer also to the attached biological opinions (Appendix G-1i- 
document) and biological assessments (Appendix H-44 documents) . 


Clearcutting is a method of final harvest in which an entire unit 
is harvested in a single entry, with the exception of wildlife 
trees or snags. This type of harvest is a common practice applied 
to even-ayed Douglas-fir stands, the predominant forest type in 
western Orvwgon. Douglas-fir is classified as an intolerant (light 
demanding) species that is most effectively managed by 
Cclearcutting. Regeneration is obtained by either artificial or 
natural means, but usually by planting. Lands so treated generally 
are not suitable habitat for spotted owls for a period of at least 
60 to 80 years depending on vegetaticn structure retention at the 
time of harvest. Dispersal habitat should be available within 40 
years. Nesting habitat may develop in 80 to 120 years depending 
upon leveis of retention of mature or old growth attributes such as 
snags, green trees or mistletoe-infected trees, and the effects of 
catastrophic events such as wildfire or wind storms. 


Logs from the harvest units described above are transported by 
trucks over timber haul roads. For some harvest units there may be 
existing roads, but usually some road construction is required to 
reach the harvest unit. This construction results in a 40 to 100 
foot wide cleared area. The basic construction operations are 
cutting, clearing and grubbing, earth excavation, placement of 
embankments and drainage structures, compacting the road base and 
placement of surfacing materials where necessary. These operations 
are generally conducted during the first summer season following 
the award of the timber sale contract. 


Table 1 displays a list of the 52 sales which received jeopardy 
Opinions. Service Log Nos. which are followed by an asterisk (*) 
indicate sales which will be modified and offered incorporating the 
reasonable and prudent aiternatives and mandatory terms and 
conditions contained in the biological opinions. A discussion of 
these sales may be found in the Alteration and Modification portion 


of this document. 











Table 1 : 
Listing of F¥ 1991 Proposed Timber Sales With Jeopardy Opinions 
Service District/ Pro- Volume 
Leg No. Sale Nane Resource Area vince 
1-7-91-F-117* - Bear Pen Salvage Coos Bay/Myrtlewood CR 0.30 
1-7-91-F-111 Brownson Headwater ‘Myttlewood CR 7.90 
1-7-91-F-114 Cross Out Myrtlewood CR 1.80 
§ 1-7-91-F-115* . Daffi Dora Myrt lewood CR 7.75 
1-7-91-F-116 Fall Apart Myrt lewood CR 15.70 
1-7-91-F-120 King Smith Myrt lewood CR 4.60 








1-7-91-F-159 
1-7-91-F-158 
1-7-91-F-160 
1-7-91-F-162 j/ 
1-7-91-F-163 
1-7-91-F-161 
1-7-91-F-62 
1-7-91-F-58 
1-7-91-F-63 
1-7-91-F-247 1/ 
1-7-91-F-248 
1-7-91-F-55 
1-7-91-F-60 
1-7-91-F-178 
1-7-91-F-177 
1-7-91-F-179 
1-7-91-F-180 
1-7-91-F-174 
1-7-91-F-221 
1-7-91-F-222 
1-7-91-F=-229 
1-7-91-F-98 
1-7-91-F-97 
1-7-91-F-142 

_ 1+7-91-F-138 
1-7-91-F-144 1/ 
1-7-91-F-141 
1-7-91-F-137 
1-7-91-F-140 
1-7-91-F-143 
1-7-91-F-139 

2 1-7-91-F-108* 
1-7-91-F-136 
1-7-91-F-134 
1-7-91-F-172 
1-7-91-F-133 
1-7-91-F-226 
1-7-91-F=-224 j/ 
1-7-91-F-103* 
1-7-91-F-102* 
1-7-91-F-105* 
1-7-91-F-93* 
1-7-91-F-96 j/ 
1-7-91-F-92 
1-7 .91-F-82* 
1-7-91-F-85 





Follett Mill 

Back in the Saddle 
Kitchen Door 
Rootballs 

Tigger Too 
Stennets Fawn Farm 
Table Creek 

Lost Fortune 
Ninenile 

Scattered Remains 
Battle Axe 

Pea Gravel Clay 
Salty Dog 

Dead Middleman 
Horse Heaven 





Roseburg/Dillard 
Dillard 
Drain 
Drain 
Drain 
Drain 
Drain 
Drain 
Drain 
Drain 
Salenm/Alsea 
Yamhill 
Yamhill 
Yamhill 
Yamhiil 
Eugene/South Valley 
South Valley 
Medford/Glendale 
Glendale 
Glendale 
Roseburg/Dillard 
Dillard 
Dillard 
South Umpqua 
South Umpqua 


PARRA RRRASS SSSR SSBB SSSSSQSSSSSBBBBggsasggggaas 


5.40 
5.80 
3.70 
9.20 
2.60 
2.80 
2.60 
4.50 
8.20 
2.20 
3.70 
7.70 
12.30 
8.10 
1.70 
2.90 
2.00 
5.90 
5.80 
1.90 
5.80 
8.70 
6.70 
6.50 
2.90 
6.60 
6.90 
3.00 
5.30 
4.10 
3.30 
6.30 
8.20 
2.70 
2.90 
3.30 
3.80 
2.10 
3.90 
3.40 
1.30 
3.00 
6.40 
1.70 
7.20 
7.70 


i/ Portions of these sales are planned to be offered in September 1991. 


The 


volume remaining in these sales is included in this application for 
exemption. 











All legal requirements for the proposed actions have been 
satisfied. Primary among these was compliance with the Endangered 





Species Act consultation. The only remaining compliance 
area relative to the Act is to notify the Service of our course of 
action in relation to the jeopardy opinion sales. Compliance with 





Management plans were developed in conformance with a 
ro: sae Smee the O&C Act, FLPMA and the Coastal Zone 


Description of Alternatives 


The timber sale planning for the Fiscal Year 1991 timber sales 
began three years ago. It is necessary to have this amount of lead 
time in order to survey property lines, acquire access, conduct 
stand exams, design the harvest units, locate the roads and review 
the proposed sale through our interdisciplinary team process. The 
interdiscipl team is a group comprised of resource specialists 
representing various disciplines. Generally, the group includes a 
plans forester, wildlife biologist, fisheries biologist, soil 
scientist, silviculturist, logging systems expert, ineer, fuels 


specialist, botanist and cultural resource special or their 
Each proposed harvest unit is reviewed and 











During the planning phase of timber sale preparation, many factors 
‘are examined. There are a variety of constraints which determine 
where a sale may be placed. Under the Jamison Strategy, timber 
sales vere not located in the Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs) 
recommended by the Interagency Scientific Committee (about 350,000 
acres of suitahle owl habitat) and, to the degree possible, the 50- 





management identified under Section 318 of 
Public Law 101-121 of which about 70,000 acres of suitable habitat 
were located outside HCA's. | 


Us the above constraints «nd considerations, the Bureau 
tted timber saleg for formal consultation that represented the 
impact to owls given the existing harvest levels and sale 


planning direction. 
In hindsight, the Jamison Strategy can be shown to have 


but in doveloping the strategy, the Bureau did not 























owl pairs equivalent to that prescribed by the Interagency 
Scientific Committee's report recommendations. Consequently, 31 of 
the FY 1991 timber sales were given jeopariy opinions solely on the 
basis of violating the 50-11-40 rule. and not because of the take 


of owls. 


The following factors dealing primarily with conservation 
considerations for the northern spotted owl were taken into 
consideration during the FY 1991 timber sale planning process: 


1. The ons of Districts located in the Coast Range 
Prov posed special - When possible, the 
Districts attempted to meet the 50-11-40 rule. However, 
with a large portion of the land base located in HCAs and 
BLM/ODFW Spotted Owl Agreement Areas, the remaining 
options for areas to harvest are limited. Consequently, 
sales were placed in 1/4 townships which didn't meet the 
50-11-40 rule. If Districts had attempted to concentrate 
sales in whichever 1/4 townships met the rule, these 1/4 
townships would quickly fall below the standard. of the 
52 total jeopardy sales, 42 were located in the Coast 
Range Province. Twenty-one of these sales (107.6 MMBPF) 
were given a jeopardy opinion solely on the basis of 
violating the 50-11-40 rule. An additional 15 sales 
(95.6 MMBF) were given jeopardy opinions because they 
violated the 50-11-40 rule and had take of known owls. 
The remaining six sales in the Coast Range Province (17.1 
MMBF) which met the 50-11-40 rule were given jeopardy 
opinions because they resulted in the take of known owls. 





2. Portions of Districts in areas of concern faced the same 
challenges as those located in th« Coast Range Province 
and received jeopardy opinions for reducing dispersal 
habitat by not meeting the 50-11-40 rule. Ten sales 
conta 40.5 MMBF received jeopardy opinions because 
of reduction of dispersal habitat. 


3. During the planning and layout phases, sales were changed 
because new owls were located. Districts had to drop 
units in order to protect the owl and attempt to find 
replacement units. 


4. One Salem sale, Rootballs, was proposed as a disease 
eradication effort. It is comprised of 165 acres of 40 
te 50 year old timber located in an area which has root 
rot Phellinus weirii. This sale received a jeopardy 
opinion because it violated the 50-11-40 rule. The 

sale would replace diseased trees with resistant 


proposed 
species resulting in a healthy, vigorous forest. 


10 


Alterations and Modifications 


- receipt of the biological opinions, the Districts reviewed the 
_ $2 sales listed under the Description of the Proposed Action to 
determine if any of them would be viable sales after incorporating 
the mandatory terms and conditions. Following are the results of 


the District reviews: 


Roseburg District 
A reevaluation of Dead Middleman sale (7.2 MMBF) showed that 


the 50-11-40 rule calculation was in error. The sale does not 
violate the rule and therefore is not a jeopardy sale. The 
District plans to offer this sale in September, 1991. Of the 
remaining 14 jeopardy sales in the Roseburg District, portions 
of 3 sales could be offered following the mandatory terms and 
conditions. By dropping units which violate the 50-11-40 
rule, one unit (0.4 MMBF) of the original 4 unit Devore 
Mountain sale (6.6 MMNBF), one unit (1.4 MMBF) of the original 
9 unit Battle Axe sale (3.0 MMBF) and two units (2.3 MMBF) of 
= original 6 unit Pea “ravel Clay sale (6.4 MMBF) could be 


Coos Bay District 

Of the 19 jeopardy sales in the Coos Bay District, portions of 
four sales coud be offered. The down salvage in Luts 
Breakout (0.1 of 2.2 MMBF), Bear Pen Salvage (0.1 of 0.3 MMBF) 
and Elk 24 (0.2 of 9.3 MMBF) could be offered. In addition, 
4 MMBF of the original 7.75 MMBF of the Daffi Dora sale could 


also be offered. 


Salem District 
One of the 5 jeopardy sales in the Salem District could be 


offered by dropping one unit (Follett Mill; 5.2 of 6.3 MMBF 
could be offered). 


Eugene District 

One of the 10 jeopardy sales in the Eugene District could be 
offered by dropping the one unit which caused the reduction of 
habitat below the standard. (Table Creek; 0.7 of 2.1 


MMBF could be offered). 


Medford District 
Portions of the 3 jeopardy sales in the Medford District could 


be offered; 2.5 of 3.9 MMBF in the Lost Fortune sale, 0.3 of 
the 3.4 MMBF in the Winemile sale and 3.2 MMBF of the 


27.6 MMBF of the 261 MMBF contained in the 52 jéopardy 
offered if the reasonable and prudent alternatives 


This volume represents portions of 13 sales with an 
volume of 59.75 MNBF. 8 of these sales (Dead Middleman, 


Axe, Bear Pen Salvage, Daffi Dora, Follett Mill, Lost 
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Scattered Remains) wiil be modified and/or 
included in this exemption application. 
remaining sales (Elk 24, Luts Breakout, Devore 







the alternatives was considered to be 
ore, the remaining portions of these five 
this exemption application. 















spotted 
western Oregon district. volume allocations, the 
adjusted in FY 1991. The attached Appendix D 
time lines for sale planning «nc 
when planning was firmed-up to the pvoint 
leted and a public review (open house) +s 
for sach western Oregon district. 


the FY 1991 timber sa..2 plan began as early as three 
Work began in FY 1988 for those sales that 
















(FY 1991). 
completed 
t will be offered for 


the Interagency Spotted Owl Scientific 
"A Conservation Strategy for the Northern 
strategy was a conservation plan for the owl 
elimivation of timber harvest in tracts of 
Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs). It also 
50 t of the forest acres of each quarter 

of the HCAs in forest stands with an 
average Giameter st breast height of 11 inches and a minimum canopy 
40 percent (the 50-11-40 rule). During the latter part 
April 1990, the western Oregon districts were queried regarding 
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1991 timber sale plans as they 
It was determined at that time that 199 
336 MNBF violated the 50-11-40 





follows: 


Volume (MMBF) 
Category Category Category 
142 a 4 


eSoune 
soo ©6 















: 10. 
# Subtotal 38.2 0.8 
4 Eugene 5.4 
4 6.5 
4.2 | 
; 12.1 
3 Subtotal 16.1 13.3 
; Roseburg Days End S23 
‘ Lower Union Creek 5.0 
Buck Board 4.1 
Big Ditch 7.9 
‘ Bubbard Bear 2.4 
Bennet Creek 3.2 
Saddle Butte 8.2 
Right Turn Lane II 2.4 
McClintoch Creek haiti anedie 3.6 
Subtotal ; 24.9 13.5 8.0 
: Salen Lock Horns 5.4 
ay ©. Key Hole 3.2 
Bare Bear 6.6 
6.0 
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163.7 


Grand Total (199 IIBF) 
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years, primarily due to the effects of timber harvest on the 
nerthern spotted owl, the Districts no longer have a "backlog" of 
ssles with preliminary planning work done from which to draw. 








. Therefore, when reviewing the jeopardy sales the Districts’ only 





alternatives were to drop units from the affected sales in order to 
meet the reasonable and prudent aiternatives, or drop the entire 
sale. —— the sale was not a viable option under our 
t frames. As a result, there are no alternatives that 
would permit the offering of the planned volume of timber by 
October 1991 and not violate section 7(a)2 of the Endangered 
Species Act. 


The Bureau has a legal mandate through the O & C Act of 1937 and 
the 1976 Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA) to provide 
timber supplies on a sustainable basis to promote comaunity 
stability and economic well being. Prior to 1991, the Bureau has 
offered for sale an annual rate of between 950 and 1,300 MMBF. The 
House of tives and Senate appropriations bill for FY 91 
provided funds to the Bureau to offer 750 MMBF for sale in FY 1991 
and the Jamison Strategy called for a sale offering of 750 mMaF in 
FY 1991. By not accomplishing this goal, the Bureau will fail to 

out its mandate to contribute to a stable economic base for 
the Counties and avoid the “boom and bust" cycle which had been 
the pattern prior to the passage of the O&C Act in 1937. 


Isreversible or Irretrievable Commitment of Resources 
The Bureau made major expenditures of workmonths in the preparation 


of these sales. However, since the initiation of consultation, the 
. tures. The Bureau has taken no 


any natural resources, particularly those known to be 
spotted owl habitat, related to the proposed actions 




































tae proposed action accrue from the management of 
through the conversion of stands of trees: 
ow rates of growth (in the range of 100 to 400 
year) to stands with higher rates of growth 

| eet per acre per year) through harvest of the 
stand and intensive management of the replacement stand. 
a sustainable and relatively even annual 
volume for local sawmills and associated communities 
supplies of government timber to maintain their 





lands.(the Bureau and the US Forest Service) have generally 
about fifty percent of the timber harvested in western 
In the past, timber sale levels and timber harvest levels 
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on federal land have usually been at about the same volume so that 
the amount of sold but unharvested timber "in the pipeline" 
remained relatively stable. In the last few ysars, however, 


- federal timber sales declined markedly, due largely to restrictions 


resulting from listing the northern spotted owl, while timber 
harvest levels remained high. Sold but unharvested volume is, 
therefore, now at an unusually low level; few timber sales are 
being awarded and mill log supplies are rapidly dwindling. 


_ The effects of this abrupt timber supply decline are already being 


felt. Unless cushioned with some additional sales, the decline is 
expected to further sharply affect timber dependent economic 
activities. The effects are particularly severe in rural areas. 


Average annual sale volume from federal land in western Oregon was 
about 3,307 MMBF for the years 1986 through 1990. The total timber 
volume of 224 MMBF in the 44 sales in this exemption request would 
normally be only about 7 percent of total federal sales and would 
net be a critical factor in the economy. In 1991, however, che 
Bureau anticipates being able to offer only 406 MMBF from sales 
that were not found to cause jeopardy and about 75 MMBF carryover 
sales under Section 318 legislation for a total of 481 MMBF. The 
Forest Service expects to offer 109 MMBF of timber for sale in 
western Oregon in 1991 for a federal total of 590 MMBF. The 224 
MMBF, if it were allowed under the proposal, would, therefore, 
represent about 39 percent of the presently anticipated total 
federal sales in western Oregon in FY 1991. 


From FY 1975 until FY 1991, the Bureau in western Oregon has 
offered timber for sale at an annual rate of between 950 MMBF and 
1,300 MMBF. Present land use plans provide for offering of 1,176 
MMBF annually. In FY 199i the Jamison Strategy recommended timber 
sale offerings of 750 MMBF, and Congress provided adequate funding 
for this accomplishment. However, due to the results of. 
consultation with the Service and jeopardy findings, the Bureau 
will only be able to offer 406 MMBF in FY 1991. The following 
discussion does not include about 75 MMBF of 1990 Section 318 
reoffer volume in FY 1991. 


At the August, 1991 average selling price of $328/MBF, there is a 
direct short term loss of $112,800,000 in timber sale receipts (750 
MMBF - 406 MNBF = 344 MMBF X $328/MBF). Fifty percent of this 
amount would normally be distributed to the 18 western Oregon O & 
C counties. Receipts from sale of 344 MMBF will provide badly 
needed funds to county governments totalling an estimated $56 
million. Thié revenue is shared under the formula established in 
the O&C Act of 1937 to contribute "to the economic stability of 
local communities and industries..." This money is especially 
important in the most timber dependent counties because a large 
proportion of their services (sheriff, district attorney, title 
recordation, etc.) are paid for with this money. For many of these 
counties demand for some services is increasing due to timber 
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employment declines. There are an estimated 13.8 direct timber, 
' gupport, and additional jobs created by the county spending of 0 & 
per MMBF sold and processed. 344 MMBF 

a reduction of cE ay 4,700 jobs 
the locally impacted areas (344 MMBP xX 13.8 


The sale of the <cotal planned volume of 750 MMBF would reduce the 
adverse economic and related social effects and help support 
individuals, businesses and communities until a long term owl/old 
' growth solution is formulated. 


The historical level of sold/awarded/unyarded volume available for 
immediate harvest has ranged from a high of 3,500 MMBF in FY 1984 
to a low of 928 MMBF as of September, 1991. During “normal® times 
it has averaged about 2,000 MMBF to 2,500 MOF. In the past, 
timber sale levels and timber harvest levels have generally been 
However, recent declines in the Bureau timber sales due to 

listing of the northern spotted owl combined with continued 
Supe activi<y has brought the available "pipeline" volume to the 
present lov level. Only the present poor market conditions and 
reduced harvest rates in FY 1991 (54% of F¥ 1990) have prevented 


‘ pipeline volume from being even lower. 


The present Bureau plans provide for 1,176 MMBF to be offered 
annually. State and local governments made plans and projected 
budgets based on this timber supply level being available until 
formulation of new Bureau land use plans in the early 1990's. The 





















timber also structured development and expansion around 
these timber suey assumptions. The actual Bureau timber sale 
levels began Gecline in FY 1988 at 1,014 MMBF and continued 


in PY 1909 and FY 1990 at an average of $57 HBF each year. FY 
1991 is projected at 406 MMBF . 


For FY 1991 the actual Bureau timber sale program value is far 


below the potential value as illustrated in the following table. 









FY 1991 Janison _ FY 1991 
Plans Strateqy Actual 
Sale Offerings 1,176 MMBF 750 MMBF .406 MMBF 
Sale Revenues $385,728,000 $246,000,000 $133,168,000 
Timber Jobs 16,230 10,400 5,600 
Benefit Comparison 
A major for selling timber as proposed in this exemption 









request te maintain jobs and support communities during a period 
of een Mo eer ig = Be ag Following the issuance of the 
3 ficient time was available to attempt to 


eopardy decis 

yaa dee aaken end ane tnat timb« vailable for harvest in 
1991. In most cases, the only altern to the current proposal 
is to not sell timber. Alternatives substitute more timber 
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future for raduced timber sales in 1991 are 
would result in lost jobs and hardship in the tienes 
es where few alternative jobs and sources 
: le during the interim. For most affected 

people, the hope of a job sometime in the future is worth little. 
They need a job now in order to make the transition to an uncertain 


Alternative timber sale designs and constraints were considered and 
throughout the tizber sale process, froa timber sale 
inception up until consultaticn with the Service. Now however, 
because of the limited time, little choice exists to provide timber 
during the current low in timber supply. 


Statement of Public Interest 











The sale of 44 timber sales in FY 1991, that contain 224 MBF of 
timber, is in the public interest primarily for the following 


A total average annual timber harvest level of 1,i76 MBF is 
specified in the Bureau land use and timber management plans that 
vere 







through a public involvement in the late 1970s 
early 1980s. The timber industry and state and local 
made their plans based upon this expected timber supply 
Loi Real ng ge Bagley eggs r= The industry and the 


a ee oe already had to adjust to a reduced annual 
Seo GUE anden Onn Sendecn Saewboer Unieh Ae designed 


to provide interim owl protection until new land use plans are 
leted. The proposed action is a major portion of the 750 MBF 


Strategy. 


Approximately 4,700 jobs could be maintained through harvest and 

ing of the proposed shortfall timber sale volume. These 
Sums Geekd Glicw 6 mere qrates) transition fren current emp loynent 
levels to potentially lower cateenent levels on new eucteinable 
timber sale quantities to protect the spotted owl are determined 
and established in federal land use plans and law. This sore 
would reduce the negative sccial effects of 
potential unemployment and the economic costs to the 
tn oe Hl with these effects. These costs include 


























ted additional support needs in unemployment benefits, 
welfare, mental and physical health services and law enforcement. 


Most affected lands in the proposed action are managed under the 
and California (O&6C) Lands Act. This federal law, passed in 


1937, specifically provides for management contributing to the 
economic stability-of local communities. The O&C Act also. provides 
ee a te 2 ee EO eh ane 


. air te be om a inion ont Ges dined antaens ia 
be about 38 million for the proposed actions in 


1991, en ie the nh py are granted. 
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Regional/National Significance 


The short-term availubility of wood for the wood products industry 
is in a rapid decline while actions necessary to provide for 
protection of the northern spotted owl are being decided. In the 
meantime, the effect on dependent people and communities would be 
partially bridged by an exemption that would allow sale and harvest 

the limited Bureau sale plan. Applicable federal lav, as 
pM oa in the O&C Act, specifically addresses community 
stability as an objective of forest management on the Bureau lands 


in western Oregon. 


Timber harvest in western Oregon has historically been 
approximately 6 billion board feet per year through 1989. About 
He pda Snideak Guam Seen federal lands (the Surcen and the Gb Perest 

ce). Since then, a court decision has essentially stopped the 
Forest Service from selling any more timber in weetern Oregon until 
at least some time in 1992. When the timber sale program is 
re-started, the sale level may have to be such lower than historic 
levels to provide for the northern spotted owl listing and critical 


habitat requirements. 


Meanwhile, the Bureau, which has e planned average annual timber 
sale level of 1,130 MMBF, implemented the Jamison Strategy to sell 
750 MMBF per year for two years to allow protection for owls while 
completing new land use plans in western - Due to court 
decizions, and voluntary and mandatory limitations related to the 
Service's decision to list the northern spotted owl as a threatened 
species, practicaliy no new federal timber sales have been avarded 
in western Oregon in 1991. The situation may continue into 1992 if 
the Service maintains its jecpardy decision pattern. The 
importance of the proposal is magnified by the fact that the timber 
industry continued to harvest existing contracts from previous 
years, so that the amount of uncut timber under contract is rapidly 
decreasing. If more timber is not made available soon, the wood 
products industry in western Oregon, and particularly the Coast 
Range, will have to adjust to a severe abrupt change. The 224 MMBF 
in the proposal would provide a significant volume compared to what 
is now available for the timber dependent industry, communities and 


fanilies. 





























Kitigation and Enhancement . 


The Bureau has reviewed opportunities for mitigation and 
enhancement opportunities. The following listing identifies chose 
mitigation\enhancement actions the Bureau would undertake. 
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2. As an integral part of the proposed action the Bureau will: 


“Conduct surveys of timber sale areas and spotted owl 
sites according to the Service guidelines. 


“Restrict harvest operation including road construction 
@uring critical nesting/fledgling seasons if owl sites 
could be potentially izpacted. 


“Where practical, close or gate roads that provide eccess 
to owl nest sites or core areas. 


‘“Leave snags and down wood/nmaterial including large logs 
on harvest sites where possibi.c. 


“Leave cull tree. for a diversity of roosting and nesting 
sites anc future snag recruitwert where the opportunities 

























-Burn harvest fuels only eas necessary for fuel 
and to provide planting sites. Avoid requiring 

the yarding of large unmerchantable logs that could 

contribute to the large woody debris component. 


“Limit road construction to a minimum and use aerial 
logging systems where feasible. 


“Within partial cut units, leave at least 8-15 trees per 
acre to provide residual of spotted owl 


nesting, roosting, and foraging habitat. 

















-Leeve unharvested zones along streams that flow through 


or are adjacent to harvest units. 


“Avoid harvest of suitable habitat within the 70 acre 
core of the best available, most contiguous habitat 
around the core of a pair or resident single spotted owl. 


3. In the event that either demographic or genetic isolation of 
owl popuiation in the Oregon Coast Range Province would 
occur at some point in. the future, the Bureau would initiate a 
sdegien wo pupeten) hay an owls through release of young or 
transfer to alleviate the problen. 
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Sales with the Service. 





Chronology of Consultation of the Bureau FY 1991 Timber 


September 26, 1990 
November 15, 1990 
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May 15, 1991 
May 16, 1991 
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7 suuitt of the intemgency tenting on July 12, 1991, he Suvice ageed provide 2 mow 








P.O. Box 2365 (1380 ILE. 66th Avenue) 
Portiand, Ovegen 97208 





august i, 1991 
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| iy candesd cutfined in the March 3, 1906 momo from he Associate 
Servis > Region Disectors used when dourmining jeopardy? If act, 
places explain whet cleeria wes used. 
> Tisajety dts timber sales did act “uke” owls, or remove habieat 
‘fom ay of te Conservation Asens delineated by the lntragency 
Scientific Commisee Report. The only problem with ths sales in the shove group 
was tat Gey Gd act comply with ISC's 50-11-40 rule. What was the rationals 
for using he ISC cule 25 2 biological threshold for evaluating survival when is hes 
act bem sudied © duermine whether the 50 pucent level is iendeques or 
adequate t poovide dispersal habica: for the species? ht would seem appropriate 
$ wae he rule os 2 management guideline, but it is difficult to understand iss use 
a0.2 talneies! fret tr evalrate enrvival af 2 enacice in the coment of a ienmerriv 
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these points will aid the Service in developing an explanation for the recent jeopanty 
| used fasther clarification of thane capa to Ghee etten of te 
developed, please contact Mike Crouse in cur Portland office at 280-7046 ar 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
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“On Spend Ow Habitat Arma was transferred by Act of Congress tothe Grande 
Ronde 





























Qn Apeil 4, 1990, tee lamragency Sponed Ow! Scientific Commines (S*) 
; jas eeport tidied “A Conservation Strategy for the Northem Spoted 
OwL” This separt proposed a conservation strategy for the ow! dist 
recommended the land managing agencies eliminate timber harvest i Tac 
of forest lands called habicat conservation areas (FCA). The conservation 
ssoposed four cuegories of ICAs: (1) blocks capable of 
sapporting at least 20 pais of owie: (Z) blocks that could support = 1 1° 
pairs; (3) siee-specific blocks (one and one-talf mile radius circles) for 
existing and newly diecovessd owl sizes in the north coast area of the st 
ie 6 tocks (one-fourth mile radius circles) w support 
sutivideal owl activiey comers known to exist between 1985 and 1989; and 
in addition, the ISC seport secommended the “50-11-40 rale” which is 
smmended to maincsin forest stands that provide dispersal linkages for aduh 











The Oregon Stare Office and western Oregon districts of BL:... have 
analyzed the potential impacts of fully adopting the report's 
recommendations. It is estimated that the annual sale of timber from BLM 
forested land in western Oregon would be reduced approximately 60 
percent from the current allowable sale quantity. BLM also estimates that 
7,000-8,000 total jobs would be lost in western Oregon, and that westem 
Oregon counties would lose $85.2 million annually, or over 50 percent of 
the current revenue from BLM administered timber sales. Of the total 2.1 
million acres of commercial forest land in western Oregon, 1.6 million is 
classified as “available” for intensive forest management including 
commercial harvest activities. If the ISC report were to be fully 
implemented, it is estimated that an additional 611,000 acres would be 
removed from this available commercial forest base. 


Guidance to BLM from Congress on the use of the ISC’s work is in the 
- 1990 Appropriations Act for Department of the Interior and Related 
expect that the BLM will consider carefully any recommendations made by 
the Interagency Scientific Committee in the development of its new land 


and resource management plans”. 
BLM Director Cy Jamison has cited the ISC Report as a benchmark for the 


__ development of a management pian, but has emphasized BLM's 
P sepals under the Federal Land Policy nd Managamens Act and te 
-cammamen! Datiew Are (NFDA) to analvze other 


LA 














The RMPs for the westem Oregon districts are being prepared with 
exténsive public involvement. They are scheduled for completion so as to 
permit implementation in October of 1992 (FY 1993). During FY 1991 
and FY 1992, an “imerim strategy” will be carried out by BLM that will 
provide a sale offering of spproximately 750 million board feet each year. 
This strategy is designed to minimize economic impacts, protect northem 
spotted owls, and still provide for a maximum mumber of management 
options for consideration in the development of the new RMPs. BLM's 
strategy is wo not locate timber sales within the 4 categories of HCAs as 
recommended in the ISC Report or in the 110 Spotted Owl Management | 
Areas (SOMA's).as agreed to with the Oregon Deparment of Fish and 
Wildlife and the additional 12 sites identified under Section 318 of Public 
Law 101-121; The “S0-11-40 male” will not be automatically applied, but 


will be considered where possible. 


"Jamison stressed that timber sale planning would comply with the 
requirements of the Endangered Species Act. BLM will consult with the 
Fish and Wildlife Service on all proposed activities thar BLM finds may 
affect the spotted owl or its habicat. 


These FY 1991 and 1992 sales will impact less than 30,000 acres of mature 
and old growth forest, leaving over 800,000 acres of mature and old 
growth forest remaining at the end of the interim (1991-1992) period. 





of the northem spoued ow! will require consultation with the 
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offered as required by the 1990 Appropriations 
prior sales for which the contract has been swarded, 
will be limised to those that are known to have spotted 





the FY 90 timber sales program after consultstion with 
under contract as being already harvested and not 


northern spotted owl habitat.) 
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-Contioue the flow of sold timber into the market with minimum 
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318 of Public Law 101-121. 
‘would require concurrence of the Oregon Department 











~ __-> No ddesign of regular green :imber sales in proposed HCA. 
) Categories 1, 2, 3 and 4 of the ISC Report. HCA Categories 1 





*) ee 
Rp ie A ee Se 
: 
oe 





ey considered where possible. 
| aahsicat sioes are located outside the HCAs; they do provide part of 


es ‘the connectivity and linkages for dispersal of spouted owis 
y  yeeween HCAs as intended by the "§0-11-40 rule.“ 
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b These guidelines have been incorporated into an instruction memo to 
% BLM's western Oregon districts regarding FY 1991 umber sale plans. 
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© - Complete western Oregon Resource Management Plans (RMPs) and 
age associated Environmental Impact Statements (EISs) prior to October 
1992, with extensive public involvement during the major stages of 


© Identification of issues and concerns 
© Identification of management oppornmities 

o Formulation of pian alternatives | 

o Draft RMP/YEIS (four months allowed for comment) 


=o e ES 
“The RDP: inti in 1986 wil tdvess te fllowing instes developed 
through the public scoping process; — 


* meie® production practices 
Threatened and endangered (and other special stamus) species 








community stability consistent with the variety of 
other land uses such as fish and wildlife habitat, 
recreation, and scenic resources. 


diversity and the variety of other uses such as fish 
and wildlife habitat, recreation, and scenic 








. 
: 


Crinria for these proposed alternatives are described in 2 mailer sent 
wim parties for comment on June 15, 1990. Public comment 














- Continue management consistent with pesvious years’ 750-800 
are tote Rete athens ctor ROD ems w 20m 
me toward the level exsblished in the ROD. 
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- Maincain, in the iamrim, over 800,000 acres of mamuze and old- 
pow chmber sands until the ROD is finalized: afterward 
_ fletect der forest smands as dizected by the ROD. 





ND Be YONL 


Consinue implementation of Resource Management Plans selected 

_ i RODs issued during Phase IL Assuming selection of an 
alternative in each RMP that might blend feanwes of the mid- 
tange alernatives described above or closely follow one of those 


._eni-eange alsematives, one could expect the following RMP 
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The 


June 17, 1991 
ly by their 





formal consultation for 174 





Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act), 









(Service) has 
the Buresu's Fiscal Year 1991 (FY 1991) timber sale 
Dwr dt necenmeel 





Srate Director; Bureau of Land Management; Oregon State Office 
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991. Conferencing on a 


proposed on May 6, | 
SPaitaes adios eas teceeeed on ty 22. 1991. A separate 
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T-7-31-F-117 —___ Bear Pen Salvage ~ Coos Bay Myrtlewood 
1-7-91-F-111 Brownson Headwater Coos Bay Myrtlewood 
1-7-91-F-114 Cross Out Coos Bay Myrtlewood 
1-7-91-F-115 Daffi Dora Coos Bay Myrtlewood 
1-7-91-F-118 Fall Apart Coos Bay Myrtlewood 
1-7-91-F-120 King Smith Coos Bay Myrtlewood 
1-7-91-F-159 Bateman & Robin Coos Bay Tioga 

. 1-7-91-F-158 Callahan 20 Cleanup Coos Bay Tioga 
1-7-91-F-160 Chicken Deluxe Coos Bay Tioga 
1-7-91-F-162 Elk 24 Coos Bay Tioga 
1-7-91-F-163 Green Cedar Coos Bay Tioga 
1-7-91-F-161 Last Yankee Coos Bay Tioga 
1-7-91-F-62 Coos Bay Umpqus - 
1-7-91-F-S8 Coos Bay Umpqua 
1-7-91-F-63 Coos Bay Umpqua 
1-7-91-F-247 Coos Bay Umpqua 
1-7-91-F-248 Coos Bay Umpqua 
1-7-91-F-55 Coos Bay Umpqua 
1-7-91-F-60 Coos Bay Umpqua 
1-7-91-F-178 Eugene Coast Range 
1-7-91-F-177 Eugene Coast Range 
1-7-91-F-179 Eugene Coast Range 
1-7-91-F-180 Eugene Coast Range 
1-7-91-F-174 Eugene Coast Range 
1-7-91-F-221 Eugene South Valley 
1-7-91-F-222 Eugene South Valley 
1-7-91-F-229 Eugene South Valley 
1-7-91-F-98 Roseburg Dillard 
1-7-91-F-97 Roseburg Dillard 
1-7-91-F-142 Roseburg Drain 
1-7-91-F-138 Roseburg Drain 
1-7-91-F-144 Roseburg Drain 
1-7-91-F-141 Roseburg Drain 
1-7-91-F-137 Roseburg Drain 
1-7-91-F-140 Roseburg Drain 
1-7-91-F-143 Roseburg Drain 
1-7-91-F-139 Roseburg Drain 
1-7-91-F-108 Alsea 
1-7-91-F-136 Yamhill 
1-7-91-F-134 Yamhill 
1-7-91-F-172 Yamhill 
1-7-91-F-133 Yamhill 
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STATUS UNKNOWN te established by: 


The respense ef a male and/or female which does ndt meet any of the 


above category definitions. 

















of o pair during the day end offer them mice or 





Siesing & coatiiened &, as 2 wistes bofere 1 May, or 1 visit after 1 May: 
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you CAN NOT classify the owls as 


If owls are found after 1 June, without young, nesting status is unknown. 


(at those sites where owls were present 


unknown. 
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psn wilife biology oc rolacad Nal C e Biologist 3 





- een eee Geeeeees Oe COSTES oF Wetting 





- OR — 
0 Previous experience as s Project Leader as described above. 





summary, end surveyors. 
Minimum requirements: 
eo Normal enGntee aoe sous. A crew leader must be able to hear 


the owlls) if were Calling; AND 


% ow! in 
One yeer/eeason of spotted A gevey expertense, pls welning 


- Two years/seasons of spotted ow! calling surveys. 


Owl Caller or Surveyor: 
Responsibility: conducts ow! survey end collects data. 
Minkmen requirements: 


° a> eee am See eae 


Normal hearing sbilities are 
the owl(s) if they were calling; AND 
- Training in spotted ow! survey techniques; OR 
«1 year/season of spotted ow! survey experience. 


timber sales that are not likely to jeopardize the 
spotted owl. 











































District Resource Area 

: - ~ Coos Bay Myrtlewood 
1-7-91-F-123 Deep Creek Coos Bay Myrtlewood 
1-7-91-F-285 Indian Creek ROW Coos Bay Myrtlewood 
1-7-91-F-122 Indian Overlook Coos Bay Myrtlewood 
1-7-91-F-116 Lobster Hill Coos Bay Myrtlewood 
1-7-91-F-113 North Fork Chetco Coos Bay Myrtlewood 
1-7-91-F-112 ue of Way 851 Coos Bay Myrtlewood 
1-7-91-F-87 . Eckley - Coos Bay Myrtlewood 

‘ 1-7-91-F-157 Wren 'n Doubt Coos Bay Tioga 

1-7-91-F-57 Corner Sock Coos Bay Umpqua River 
1-7-91-F-61 Davidson Negotiated Cocos Bay Umpqua River 
1-7-91-F-176 Flatland Eugene Coast Range 
1-7-91-F-173 Mack's Rose Eugene Coast Range 
1-7-91-F-175 Jones Creek Eugene Coast Range 
1-7-91-F-181 Wild Bul Eugene Coast Raage 
1-7-91-F-191 23 to 9 Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-206 Allison Creek Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-190 Bearly There Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-196 Cash It In Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-199 Cassnor Peak Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-203 Good Tom Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-196 Hell's Gate Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-200 Huck Finn Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-204 Lost and Found Salvage Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-202 Mariah Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-195 Marten Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-194 Middle Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-192 Mt. Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-201 Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-205 Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F -208 Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-193 Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-207 Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F-197 Eugene McKenzie 
1-7-91-F -227 Eugene South Valley 
1-7-91-F-231 Eugene South Valley 
1-7-91-F-230 Eugene South Valley 
1-7-91-F -228 Eugene South Valley 
1-7-91-F -223 Eugene South Valley 
1-7-91-F-225 Eugene South Valley 
1-7-91-F-317 Eugene South Valley 
1-7-91-F-319 Eugene South Valley 
1-7-91-F -232 Eugene South Vailey 
1-7-91-F-318 Eugene South Valley 
1-7-91-F-239 Lakeview Klamath 
1-7-91-F -240 Lakeview Klamath 
1-7-91-F-164 Medford Ashland 
1-7-91-F-166 Medford Ashland 





























































































































Log No. 
T-731-F-160 Ferris 
1-7-91-F-167 Grizzly Knob 
1-7-91-F-171 Humpy Return 
1-7-91-F-165 Lick 
1-7-91-F-170 R&R 
1-7-91-F-168 Round Sampson 
faloise Last Comaceriot 
. 1-7-91-F-182 Salt Air/Old 
1-7-91-F-103 McCollum Creek 
‘ 1-7-91-F-101 Peter, Paul & Josephine 
1-7-91-F-314 Crooked Air 
\-7-91-F-187 Crooked Moon 
4-7-91-F-313 
1-7-91-F-188 
1-7-91-F-99 
1-7-91-F-95 
1-7-91-F-94 
1-7-91-F-79 
1-7-91-F-77 
1-7-91-F-81 Cockeram Il 
1-7-91-F-80 East of Sutherlin 
1-7-91-F-74 Green Submarine 
1-7-91-F-73 Just As —_ es 
' 1-7-91-F-76 Miller's View 
1-7-91-F-75 Poad View 
1-7-91-F-70 Powerline 
1-7-91-F-72 Right Turn Lane 
1-7-91-F-71 Swiftwater 
1-7-91-F -83 Deadman Mountain 
1-7-91-F-04 Fest Buck 
1-7-91-F-86 Letitia Creek 
ogee Rasen ee ogi 
1-7-91-F-90 Short Course 
1-7-91-F-91 South Fork 
1-7-91-F-109 Cherry Tree Plum 
1-7-91-F -107 Richard 
1-7-91-F-106 Park Besin 
1-7-91-F-110 Tobe West 
1-7-91-F-128 Boulder Cat Mod. 
1-7-91-F-125 Dandelion 
1-7-91-F-129 it's Clear to Me 
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Log No. 


1-7-91-F-131 —, 


- 1-7-91-F-127 
1-7-91-F-136 
1-7-91-F-124 
1-7-91-F-132 
1-7-91-F-156 
1-7-91-F-151 
1-7-91-F-148 











1-7-91-F-154 
1-7-91-F-149 
1-7-91-F-150 





1-7-91-F-147 
1-7-91-F-146 
1-7-91-F-145 
1-7-91-F-153 
1-7-91-F-152 
1-7-91-F-155 
1-7-91-F -69 














' 1-7-91-F-67 


1-7-91-F-68 
1-7-91-F -66 
1-7-91-F -65 
1-7-91-F -64 
1-7-91-F-135 
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construction and maintenance are also interrelated and interdependent to the 


So. A total of 167 acres of spotted ow! habitat within the 6 Bureau 
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is proposed for harvest associated with development or maintenance of the 
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723,144 22,764 
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Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the sale area, unless it is within | 


mile of a known ow! site. 





Conduct 3 complete surveys (st least 2 at night) in each of 2 years, or 6 times if 
only | year of surveys are possibile. 





Conduct occupancy surveys between April | and July 31, with at least 2 surveys 
before June 1. Allow a minimum of | week between surveys. 
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assessments (USDI 199ib) for the FY 1991 
harvested under different silvicultural 







with the FY 1991 timber sale plan, the Bureau adopted the Jamison Strategy 


Management Guidelines as interim guidance for managing spotted owls. This 
strategy wil) remain in place only until the land use 


The Bureau recognizes 1 through « H«’As and plans to offer no regular green 
FY 1990. Salvage sales are allowed. Districts are 
encouraged, but not required, to meet the 50-11-40 rule on all lands outside HCAs 


the Jamison Strategy retains the areas designated under the BLM/Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Spotted Owl Management Agreement of 1987. In this 
agreement, the Bureau deferred harvest around 110 ow! sites within western Oregon, 
resulting in the protection of approximately 239,000 acres of suitable habitat. These 
sites include over 108,000 acres of suitable habitat within Category 1 and 2 HCAs. One 
of the agreement sites was later transferred to the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 


Under the Section 318 legislation, the Bureau selected 12 additional sites in cooperation 
with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to enhance the network. These included 
an additional 22,800 acres of suitable spotted owl habitat. The Bureau plans to maintain 
these sites through FY 1992. Finally, under the existing Timber Management Plans, 
approximately 46,300 acres of older forest were removed from the “imber base or 
placed on extended rotations. Some of tie land on extended rotations has been 
harvested. 


As an interim plan, the Jamison Strategy includes no long-term commitment to any 
specific management plan for the spotted owl. The ISC Conservation Strategy currently 
represents the only long-term conservation plan in existence for the spotted owl. It is 
premature to state the extent of the ISC Strategy will contribution towards recovery, 
although the Service does expect that a recovery plan for the spotted owl will aim to 
ensure the subspecies’ survival for at least 100 years. The Service acknowl the 
Bureau's efforts to conserve habitat for the spotted owl through the Jamison tegy. 
However, the Jamison Strategy does not sufficiently protect spotted owls. Even the ISC 
Conservation may not provide adequate protection for the subspecies, as 
required in the Act, for the reasons addressed below. 


The ISC's charter was to assess all available information on the management and 
biology of the spotted owl and recommend a strategy for its conservation. What 
resulted, in part, was a strategy that attempts to protect enough habitat to ensure the 
survival of the spotted owl for 100 years (Thomas et al. 1990a). The strategy was not 
designed to address the specific requirements of the Act, namely the survival and 
recovery of listed species. 
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unpredictable events such as the expansion of the barred owl's range; catastrophic 
weather or fire events that might set back succession; and the capability of sufficient 
owls to survive within, or disperse to, the area to provide a founder population once 
habitat becomes suitable. | 


While the Forest Service has decided to manage spotted owls in a manner not 
inconsistent with both of the major components of the ISC Conservation Strategy, (i.e., 
establishment and protection of habitat conservation areas and management of areas 
outside HCAs by the 50-11-40 rule), the Bureau has not made a similar commitment. 
The Bureau adopted the Jamison Strategy and management guidelines on September 24, 
1990. This guidance maintains the HCA element described in the ISC Strategy and 
additional habitat in selected blocks outside the HCAs aimed at protecting ow! pairs and 
resident singles during the interim period while developing the land use plans for the 
Bureau in Western Oregon Districts. This strategy did not fully adopt the 50-11-40 rule 
by ISC, but specified it would be followed where possible. Management of 
Bureau lands to insure suitable habitat conditions for both breeding and dispersal 

areas over the long-term is critical to the ISC Conservation Strategy 
(Thomas et al. } ). Analyses of the potential for success of the ISC Conservation 
Strategy was based on full implementation of the recommendations on ail Federal lands, 
beginning with the FY 1991 timber sales. The fact that the ISC Conservation Strategy 
is not being fully implemented by the Bureau may reduce the overall effectiveness of 
strategy for the conservation of the spotted owl. 


Bureau lands are especially important as a habitat connector between the Cascade and 
Coast Ranges populations of owls. The ISC considered the Bureau's lands as the 

link in the Conservation Strategy because of the problems caused by the 
checkerboard ownership patterns and the intensive timber harvest that has occurred on 
Bureau lands, and identified dispersal on Bureau lands as a problem requiring special! 
attention. The inability of the Bureau to meet the 50-11-40 rule is an indication that 
dispersal habitat is probably already below a critical level. The ISC felt very strongly 
about the 50-11-40 rule and stated that if the Bureau did not adopt the 50-11-40 rule it 
would put the entire conservation strategy at risk. Preserving ODFW/BLM agreement 
areas does not replace the need for the 50-11-40 rule or some satisfactory alternative 
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habitat is not maintained on the general landscape. One of the weak points of the 
original site-based management systems was dispersal between the sites or clusters of 
sites. Maintaining the option to implement the ISC Conservation Strategy requires 
preserving options to implement the 50-11-40 rule, an integral part of the Strategy, or 
developing another scientifically credible option for dispersal. The current proposed FY 
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maintaining ; 50-11-40 condition 
of tn cumplans IC Sennen ates Fv 1992. - 


potential 
tat may seriously limit or even eliminate options for 
. Until a permanent recovery pian is developed and 
options should be preserved by providing protectica 
singles both in and out of HCAs, and by reserving the 
remaining contiguous blocks of spotted ow! habitat. 


unsuitable for spotted owls. Some of this forest may never reach a suitable habitat 
condition due to physical site constraints, while other areas may take a considerable 
length of time to reach a condition suitable for spotted owls. (Thomas et. al. 1990a) 


Although specific information was not presented, it is likely that spotted ow! habitat is 
being removed st a much higher rate outside HCAs than it is being replaced within the 

lands, 27,135 acres of spotted owl habitat were removed by 
timber sales awarded prior to the section 318 program; approximutely 91,539 acres of 
spotted owl habitat harvested by section 318 timber sales; 21,146 acres of s>otted ow! 
habitat scheduled for removal from the Forest Service's first batch of 199i -imber sales 
alone; and an estimated total of 44,057 acres of spotted ow! habitat to be harvested in 
1991 (USDA 1990b). The Bureau's section 318 timber sales removed 33,542 acres of 
suitable habitat. The Bureau has proposed harvesting 17,332 acres of suitable habitat in 
FY 1991. An undetermined amount of ow! habitat is also being harvested annually from 
State and private timber lands throughout the owl's range. It is doubtful that equal 
amounts of habitat will be replaced in FY 1991. Finally, the Service is concerned that, 
gether with the implementation of the Jamison Strategy, the overall target of 75C 
million board feet for Bureau lands will, in effect, concentrate harvest activities and 
increase the rate of habitat loss outside of HCAs beyond a sustainable level. 
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as a recovery pian, the ISC Conservation Strategy is 
credible, long-range conservation strategy for =he 
available. The Bureau's interim commitment to conduct its forest 
activities in compliance with the Jamison Strategy does not represent 4 
long-term solution for conservation or recovery of the spotted ow:., ner 
compiiance with the Act. For the reasons addressed above, it is critical to 


for alternate conservation (recovery) strategies timber 
ey pc entie pan types phe pnw rom goaded ape Soagpegl 










Range-wide Effects: Harvest Activities Which "May Affect” Spotted Owls 


The 1990 Status Review committee stated that population size is primarily a function of 
the total amount and distribution of suitable habitat availabie to sustain reproducing 
ro Dh np wpe Therefore, the key to determining the effects of the FY 1991 
timber on the survival of the spotted owl extends beyond the mere notation of the 
number of pairs that will be harmed or harassed as a result of the actions, to an 

of the amount and location of the habitat that will be harvested. 


Consequently, it is important to measure the impacts of the FY 1991 timber sales in 
terms of the spatial relationship of the remaining habitat to the long-term habitat needs 





single non-resident spotted owls are much mcre difficult to predict than 
and residents. Non-territorial spotted owls are more mobile and may be 

different habitat components than do spotted owl pairs and resident 

Evaluation of impacts to non-territorial spotted owls was primarily based on 


The primary impact of timber harvest associated with the FY 1991 timber sales is the 
reduction and increased fragmentation of suitable habitat. A total of 98 owl pairs or 
resident singles may be affected by the harvest of 17,332 acres of spotted owi habitat. 
A total of 8,123 acres of suitable habitat would be eliminated from areas of concern. 
These habitat impacts associated with the FY 1991 timber sales are expected to result 
in: a diminished population through the potential elimination of key roosting, nesting, 
or foraging stands; increased fragmentation of suitable habitat; decreased chances of 
survival for dispersing spotted owls; increased competition or predation; reduction in 
‘ population densities; diminished reproductive success; and declining opportunities for 


There is continued cause for concern about the spotted owl population in the Oregon 
Coast Ranges province. As ee stated, the scale of habitat fragmentation 
the province is of considerable concern (USDI 1989, USDI 1990b). Only 35 
of the total forested acres on Bureau lands remain in spotted owl habitat. On 
Forest Service and Bureau lands within the Coast Ranges, 402,722 acres of suitable 
habitat remain on a forested landbase of 1,360,208 acres (30 percent). Continuing 
harvest in the Oregon Coast Ranges exacerbates the concern for long-term isolation and 
subsequent population collapse due to demographic and environmental events or genetic 
effects. Because spotted owls are long-lived, the decrease in population numbers may 
not occur immediately. However, of seriou: concern is the reduced reproductive 
_ potential for spotted owls. | 


Removal of an estimated 5,319 acres of spotted owl habitat by the -* 991 timber 


sales will impact 25 pairs or resident single owls, resulting in the ta. « o! 24 pairs or 
resident singles. Based on 1990 data, 41 individual owls will be taken, representing 12 
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Taking of individual threatened and endangered species is prohibited in section 9 of the 
Act and implementing regulations (50 CFR 17.21 and 17.31). Standards upon which take 
is with the requirements to manage and conserve the 
species in the wild, and the lega! obligation of Federal agencies to utilize their 
authorities to further the purposes of the Act. The fo section describes the 
timber harvest activities which would result in the taking of individual 
spotted owls; it does not address the habitat requirements of a recovering population. 


The Service is required to use the best scientific and commercial data available when 
reviewing actions under section 7 of the Act. Guidelines to avoid incidental take of 
spotted owls were developed by the Service in July, 1990, using the most current home 
range and habitat use data available. These guidelines were meant only to identify 
take; they were not intended as a management guide. 
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Take is expected to occur in each of the following situations: 


(1) harvest of the best available, most contiguous habitat within a 70-acre core area 
surrounding the nest site, or activity center of a resident single or pair; and/or 
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take to occur if harvest would reduce the best available, most 
encompassing the nest site and/or activity center to less than 70 













acres. Monitoring data have shown that the mean core area used by young spotted owls 
prior to fledging was acres in size (Miller 1989). Studies have shown 
very high juvenile mortality rates during the pre-dispersal period and the first few 
months of dispersal. minimum of 70 acres of suitable habitat may be 
crucial for provide a buffer against disturbance around the nest 
site/ or pair. Seven pairs or resident singles affected by 
the FY harvest activity proposed within the 70-acre « »re of 
suitable the nest site or pair activity center. 


Harvest which results in less than 500 acres of suitable habitat recnaining within a 0.7 
mile radius (1000 acres) of the nest site or activity center was also anticipated to take 
spotted owls. Recent studies indicate that sites with greater than 500 acres of suitable 
habitat within a 1,000-acre area (0.7-mile radius) are more likely to be occupied and 
exhibit higher productivity than areas with less than 500 acres (Thomas et al. 1990a). 
These studies showed that occupancy by spotted owls decreased as the amount of 
habitat within a 1,000 acre area declined. 


Forty-nine pairs or resident single spotted owls will be impacted by harvest within 0.7 
these, 8 will retain more than 500 acres of habitat within 
. drop from above to below 500 acres, and 39 are below 500 
acres before harvest and will drop further. A total of 2,306 acres of habitat are 

for harvest from within 0.7 miles of a pair or resident single by the Bureau's 
1991 timber sales (Appendix 2). | 


Harvest within the provincial home range radius centered on a nest site or activity 
center is also anticipated to result in take if it reduces the suitable habitat to less than 
40 percent. Current information suggests a marked decrease in site occupancy and 
reproductive success when suitable habitat is reduced to less than 40 percent (USDI 
1990b). The 40 percent finding was consistent among all studies evaluating landscapes 
greater than or equal to 1,000 acres in size. This loss of habitat may reduce the 

~'ty of the owls and, through increased fragmentation, may result in increased 
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sui 
less than 40 percent suitable habitat availabie 
with the proposed timber sales 
. s of owl habitat within the 
one pair dropped below 40 percent as a result of the proposed bsrvest. 
the 


initial below the 75-acre, 
within 0.7 mile, or 40 percent thresholds, or simply the habitat 


would 
an individual's ability to successfully breed, feed, or shelter itself. Based on the best 


activity centers, and the harassment of all spotted owls associated with the harvest of 
an additional 3,961 acres within their home ranges (USDI 199ib). Those individuals 
taken by harassmmnent may not perish, but may be disrupted as a result of the action 
ible for pairs or resident singles to be taken 


5 
| 
: 


Generally, any anticipated mortality or injvry would be higher if harvest occurred 
during the nesting or fledging period (March | through September 30). Some of the 
timber sales presented contain seasonal restrictions on specific units to reduce the 
p. tential for mortality. These seasonal restrictions are generally through the nesting 
ind fledging period and apply to units in proximity of known owls. Proximity is 

ly defined as a minimum of 0.25 miles or further if the biologists determines a 





opera In addition to specific restrictions, contract stipulations contained in 
all timber sales allow the Bureau to stop harvest or construction activities on a timber 
sale if owls are located in the area and the Bureau determines consultation or 
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Table 8. Calculations to Develop Incidental Take Based On Home Size 
Pavel hy Range by 
ee eee ee ee eee eee ee eee eee a a OT IS I TO SEO SPOT 
4 Percent of the 
Province Median Home Range Size a one CGD 
(Acres) (Radius) (Acres) 
WASHINGTON 
Olympic Peninsula 9930 22mi. ~ 3972 
Cascades 6308 1.8 mi. 2523 
OREGON 
Cascades 2955 1.2 mi. 1182 
Coast Range 4766 1.5 mi 1906 
Klamath 3340 1.3 mi 1336 
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f 1989. A fourth owl would have died 


of ‘stringing’ units for timber cruising has directly caused the deaths of 3 
without human intervention. After cruising, the string is rarely removed and presents a 


mortality and 
ig em 
practice of 


known spotted owls, one as recent as the winter o 
may take many years. To the best of our knowledge, no systematic monitoring has ever 


continuing danger to spotted owls until the unit is harvested or the string rots. Either 
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the Service as FY 1991 timber sales. 
0.4 to 2 acres of suitable habitat on 
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The curnulative effects of future Federal actions 


{including timber sa'e activities on adjacent Bureau lands in Oregon) will be considered 


Cumulative effects are defined in the implementing regulations of section 7 of the Act 
as those effects of future State or private activities, not involving Federal activities, 


that are reasonably certain to occur within the action area of the Federal action subject 
considered cumulative to the proposed action. This analysis will only au:re%s the 
potential effects of future State and private actions. 


during the section 7 consultations required for those actions and, therefore, are not 


to consultation (50 CFR 402.2). 








SP. Ml Tes. 


4) 








* = Much of the reduction in 11-40 condition is due to other timber sales in the same 
1/4-township. 
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prohibit 
defined 
or 
7(bN4) and 
action is not 
that 
take 
could occur 
the Act, means an intentional or 
disrupt normal behavioral which include, 
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sronting, fesdieg, ox chahvaring (30 CFR t ». 


creates the likelihood of injury to wildlife by annoying 
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as defined in 





negligent act or omission which 
it to such an extent as to 
but are not limiced to, 


"“Harass 


(S50 CFR 17.3). 


by significantly impairing essentia! 
"Incidertal take” is defierd in 50 CFR 402.02 as taking that results from, but is not the 


behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding, or sheltering 


by the Federal agency 


) ty 
! Federal actions from incidental take of spotted owls under 


Amended July 3, 1991 


wii = 


Ga 





31 


that occurs must be in compliance with the terms and conditions sp.xcified in this 
written incidental take statement as directed by section 7(o)(2). 


Reasonable and prudent measures, along with the terms and conditions that implement 

them, cannot alter the basic design, location, scope, duration, or timing of the action 

and may involve only minor changes (50 CFR 402.14). The individual timber sales within 

oe timber sale program, which may affect spotted owls, are the actions subject to 
consultation. | 


For purposes of this consultation, anticipated incidental take has been evaluated and 
addressed individually for each of the 122 non-jeopardy timber sales under consultation. 
Take is anticipated to occur in relation to 37 of the timber sales (Appendix 3). Take is 
not anticipated on the remaining 85 timber sales. Consultation should be reinitiated if 
any additionai spotted owls are located within the provincial home range radius from 
the boundary of any non-jeopardy timber sales. 


REASONABLE AND PRUDENT MEASURES 





The Service believes the following reasonable and prudent measures are necessary and 
7 tag) -” minimize take and apply to non-jeopardy timber sales involving take 


1. Prevent disturbances to owl pairs and their progeny during the nesting season. 


2. Outside of the Oregon Coast Ranges Province, protect pairs and resident singles 
outside of HCAs that contain less than 75 percent of the 20-pair target for 
category 1 HCAs (15 pairs and resident singles) or 75 percent of the future 
adjusted target for category 2 HCAs as prescribed in the ISC Conservation 


Strategy. | 


Ensure protection of spotted owl pairs and resident singles in the Oregon Coast 
Ranges Province. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


To implement these reasonable and prudent measures, we offer the following mandatory 
terms and conditions. The following terms and conditions apply only to those timber 
sales, of the 122 non-jeopardy timber sales considered in this opinion, which will result 
in take of spotted owls (Appendix 3). Compliance with these terms and conditions is 
necessary for exemption from the prohibitions of section 9 cf the Act. If questions 


arise concerning the potential impact of a particular activity, contact Robin Bown of 
the Portland Field Station, (503) 231-6179 or FTS 429-6179. 


1. For all pairs and resident singles, prohibit timber harvest activities within a 
minimum of 0.25-mile radius (or further if deemed necessary by the Bureau 
biologists) of the nest site or activity center between March | and September 30 
during the year of harvest. To ensure owls have not changed nest sites, survey 
the sites prior to harvest during the year(s) of harvest. If ow's are not located 
and reproductive status determined, survey all areas within 0.25 miles of. the 
harvest units to minimize the chance of disturbing nesting owls. This restriction 
applies only to harvest activities, and interrelated and independent activities, 
associated with timber sx’es listed in Appendix 3. Within all types of habitat, 
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prohibited harvest activities include felling, bucking, yarding, road constructi 
and any other activity with the potential to disturb nesting owis. _ 





owls are non-nesting or that no young were produced during the year 
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belp to maintain options for the successful implementation of the ISC Conservation 
‘strategy or other conservation strategies adopted for the recovery of the spotted owl. 


minor impect on individual FY 1991 timber sales. 


If, the course of the action, the amount or extent of the incidental take limit is- 
the Federal must reinitiate consultation with the Service immediately 
to avoid violation of section 9. Operations must be stopped in the period between 


HH 
; 
& 
| 
: 
: 


jured specimens to preserve 
biological materials in the best possible state for later analysis of cause of death. In 
conjunction with the care of sick or injured endangered species or preservation of 
biological materials from a dead animal, the finder has the responsibility to ensure that 
evidence associated with the specimen is not unnecessarily disturbed. 


In Oregon, contact 503/231-6186 (FTS 429-6186) or the Portland Field Station at 
502/231-6179 (FTS 429-6179); 


Vil. REASONASLE AND PRUDENT ALTERNATIVES 


Tae fe - ressensble and prudent alternative applies to the Jeopenty timber sales 
isted in 


Defer offering that portion of a timber sale that lies within the provincial home 
range radius of known and resident singles, or that would reduce dispersal 
habitat conditions in 1/4-townships to less than 50 percent or further reduce 
those already below 50 percent until the Bureau implements a long-term 
conservation strategy for spotted owls or a recovery plan is adopted, and these 
timber sales are determined to be consistent with either strategy. 


The following reasonable and prudent alternative applies to the jeopardy timber sales 
listed in Table 2: 


Defer offering that portion of a timber sale that would reduce dispersal habitat — 
conditions in 1/4-townships to less than 50 percent or further reduce those 
already below 50 percent until the Bureau implements a long-term conservation 
strategy or a recovery plan is adopted, and these timber sales are determined to 
be consistent with either strategy. 


Reasonable and prudent alternatives are defined by regulation (50 CFR 402.01) as ” 
alternative actions identified during formal consultation that can be implemented in a 
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manner consistent with the intended purpose of the action, that can be implemented 
consistent with the scope of the Federal agency's legal authority and jurisdiction, that 
is economically and technologically feasible, and that the Director believes would avoid 
that likelihood of jeopardizing the continued existence of listed species or resulting in 
the destruction or adverse modification of critical habitat.” By the alternatives, when 
the Bureau has implemented a long-term strategy that will ensure that survival and 
recovery of the spotted owl, actions that are consistent with that strategy may proceed. 
The Service believes these reasonable and prudent alternatives are consistent with the 


regulations for the following reasons. 


Application of reasonable and prudent alternative | will avoid jeopardizing the 
continued existence of the spotted ow! in the Oregon Coast Ranges by maintaining 
current populations in their present condition and maintaining the potential for dispersal 
by maintaining current dispersal condition in areas where dispersal habitat is below 
minimum levels set by the ISC (Thomas et al. 1990a). Application of reasonable and 
prudent alternative 2 will avoid jeopardizing the continued existence of spotted owls by 
maintaining the potential for dispersal between physiographic provinces and reducing 
the chance for isolation of subpopulations by not further reducing dispersal habitat in 
areas where current dispersal condition is already below minimum levels. 


These reasonable and prudent alternatives are consistent with the intended purpose of 
the action because they allow the Bureau to offer the timber sales once a long term 
conservation strategy is adopted where there timber sales are consistent with the 


strategy. 


The Service believes that the Bureau has demonstrated that these alternatives may be 
implemented consistent with their legal authority and jurisdiction because the Bureau 
has chosen to defer harvest of timber sales in the past. For example, the Bureau chose 
to defer some FY 1990 timber sales, although those timber sales were included in a non- 

sales were affected by the terms and 
the biological opinion. 


Finally, the alternatives do not require any technological change in the action. The 
value of the timber resource will not be lost by deferring timber sales. Future values of 
harvestable timber is probably more likely to increase than decrease, resulting in higher 
economic return in future years. 


These reasonable and prudent alternatives will have varying impacts on individual 
timber sales. In some cases, it may be possible to proceed with portions of a timber 
sale under these alternatives. The Service does not have the information to determine 
which of the timber sales have portions that might proceed under these alternatives. 


INCIDENTAL TAKE STATEMENT FOR REASONABLE AND PRUDENT ALTERNATIVES 


Anticipated incidental take has been evaluated and addressed individually for each of 
the 52 timber sales in Tables 1 and 2. The anticipated incidental take associated with 
timber sales covered by the reasonable and prudent alternative | (Table 1) is 24 pairs or 
resident singles associated with 21 timber sales (Appendix 4). The anticipated 
incidental take associated with timber sales covered by the reasonable and prudent 
alternative 2 (Table 2) is 15 pairs or resident singles associated with !0 timber sales 
(Appendix: 4). Consultation should be reinitiated if any additional spotted owls are 
located within the provincial home range radius from the boundary of any timber sales. 
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Reasonable and Prudent Measures 


The Service believes the following reasonable and prudent measures are necessary and 
appropriate to minimize take and apply to those timber sales associated with the 
reasonable and prudent alternatives (Appendix 4): 


1. Prevent disturbances to owl pairs and their progeny during the nesting season. 


2. Outside of the Oregon Coast Ranges Province, protect pairs and resident singles 
outside of HCAs that contain less than 75 percent of the 20-pair target for 
category 1 HCAs (15 pairs and resident singles) or 75 percent of the future 
adjusted target for category 2 HCAs as prescribed in the ISC Conservation 


a 


Ensure protection of spotted owl pairs and resident singles in the Oregon Coast 
Ranges Province. 


Terms and Conditions 


To implement these reasonable and prudent measures, we offer the following mandatory 
terms and conditions. Compliance with these terms and conditions is necessary for 
exemption from the prohibitions of section 9 of the Act. The following terms and 
apply only to those timber sales, of the 52 timber sales associated with the 
reasonable and prudent alternatives considered in this opinion, which will result in take 
of spotted owls after application of the Reasonable and Prudent Alternatives (Appendix 
4). If arise concerning the potential impact of a particular activity, contact 
Robin of the Portland Field Station, (503) 231-6179 or FTS 429-6179. 


1. - For all pairs and resident singles, prohibit timber harvest activities within a 
minimum of 0.25-mile radius (or further if deemed necessary by the Bureau 
biologists) of the nest site or activity center between March 1 and September 30 
during the year of harvest. To ensure owls have not changed nest sites, survey 
the sites prior to harvest during the year(s) of harvest. If owls are not located 
and reproductive status determined, survey all areas within 0.25 miles of the 
harvest units to minimize the chance of disturbing nesting owls. This restriction 
applies only to harvest activities, and interrelated and independent activities, 
associated with timber sales listed in Appendix 4. Within all types of habitat, 
prohibited harvest activities include felling, bucking, yarding, road construction, 
and any other activity with the potential to disturb nesting owls. 


Restrictions may be dropped once nesting or reproductive success surveys are 
conducted according to the attached survey guidelines and the surveys reveal 
ee ee ree Oe ee during the year 
0 


Outside of the Oregon Coast Ranges Province, defer harvest of timber sales 
involving take (Appendix 4) if those timber sales: 


(1) are located within 6 miles of the HCA or half the distance to the 
nearest HCA, whichever is lesser, and | 
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in this opinion, or if a new species is listed or 


this action. Reinitiation of formal consultation is 
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1. Summary of the Bureau's FY 1991 timber sales presented for 
TE el el a [Se |S [Se [es |S 
SALE | ACRES OWLS 
(2) | acres | (3) 
BEAR PEN SALVAGE cr |7 7 0.3 1 
mnowson coos say | mrrtizwoop | cr jcr | 101 | 101 7.9 1 28S-11"-SE 
HEADWATERS : 295-1 10-nE 
CRAZY 8S coos say | mrrrLewoop | KL 139 | 139 3.9 0 
CnOss OUT coos say | wrrrizwoon.|cr | cr | 35 35 1.8 0 28S-11"-Sw 
DAFFI DORA coos pay | wrarizwoon | cr jcr | 204 | 204 7.75 ’ 28S-110-ME 
DEEP CREEK Coos Bay | mYRTLEWOOD | KL 160 | 160 4.0 0 388-1 4u-nE 
PALL APART coos pay | myrtiewoon | cr | cr | 235 | 235 15.7 1 298-1 10-nE 
298-1 10-100 
INDIAN CREEK ROW | COOS BAY | MYRTLEWOOD | KL 1 1 0.05 0 29S- 12"-SE 
coos say | mrrrizwoop | KL 63 63 1.7 0 298-12W-SE 
coos say | wrrrizwoop | cr | cr | 72 72 4.6 0 298-110-109 
Coos BAY | MYRTLEWOOD | KL 212. | 212 8.7 0 358-1 30-1 
| 35S-13w-Sw 
coos Bay | wrrrLexcon | KL 246 = «|:«246 7.1 ’ 
COOS BAY | MYRTLEWOOD | CR CR 1 1 unknown unknown 
coos say | wrrrLzwooo | KL 236 8.3 30S-12w-Sw 
31S-130-NE 
coos Bay | TIOGA cr |ce ies 89 5.4 0 25S-a-ww 
coos Bay | TIOGA cr joe |6s 65 3.1 26S-8w- 
Es 
% 407 








































































































£008 Bay 93 93 278-11¥-8E_ 
C008 BAY 111 111 278-9N-SE 
COOS BAY 43 43 
LAST YANKEE coos Bay | TIOGA 56 56 288-1 1W-lw 
288-1 1"-SwW 
Wen ‘N DOUBT COOS BAY | TIOGA CR 162 163 8.8 25S-12W-Sw 
268-120-100 
CLABBER CREEK COOS BAY | UMPQUA CR 55 55 2.6 21S-6N-1 
218-60-NE 
Coos BAY | UMPQUA CR 91 91 5.4 
BAVIDSON Coos may | UNPQUA CR 1 1 0.04 0 
coos pay | unpgua CR 74 4 4.5 0 218-8N-NE 
coos Bay | uNPQUA CR 151 151 8.2 0 208-6N-1 
_COOS BAY] UMPQUA cR 2. 2 0.08 0 20S-9W-Sw 
LUTS BREAKOUT coos pay | umPQUA CR 63 63 2.2 0 228-8N-SwW 
228-90-SE 
‘MOORE COOH coos BAY ‘ UMPQUA 15 5 3.7 208-90-NE 
208-9W-1w 
Coos BAY | UMPQUA 111 411 7.7 208- 10W-NE 
Coos Bay | UMPQUA 202 202 12.3 208-9N-NE 
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a a1 37 2.8 
CA 142 | 68 9.1 
CA 54 43 2.6 
CA 4 ’ 0.2 
a 
CA 117 3 5.2 
i 9 
rc EUGENE _| MCKENZIE _| CA 16 16 0.7 
Pa BucENE __| MCKENZIE | CA 93 93 2.9 
ON FO EUGENG _{ mCKENzIzE | CA $2 52 2.9 
TOOTHPTCKS EUGENE | MCKENZIE | CA 40 28 1.6 14S-1-SE 
ALVA EUGENE | MCKENZIE _| CA 5 5 0.2 
ALL DOANE: sucENE 8 |_ souTH cr ica 31 1.6 168-SW-SE 
| 4 VALLEY 
BLUE ROCK Eucemz § =| SOUTH CA 46 46 1.4 
VALLEY 
CHANGE 999 EUGENE | souTH ca |sw | 4s 45 1.6 
VALLEY 





























































































































te TOTAL | OWL 
SALE | ACRES 
ACRES | (3) 
cR 144] «144 
cr |ce | 60 60 
CA 28 28 0.9 208-2w-Sw 
CA 08 fo fa.s 
ca |sw |19 Jo 2.4 
crn | sw |s0e | 104 4.7 
crn jon |95 -|94. [3.7 
ca | sw | 80 0 2.8 
ca |sw jes - | 83 3.8 238-3W-NE 
ca |sw | 57 $7 2.1 228-1W-Sw 
ca | sw | 4 48 1.9 
cr 142 «| «142 5.8 198-4W-SF 









































































































































# OF 
OWLS 
TAKEN 
CA 546 327 8.0 5 
CA 1s | 588 398° 7.7 3 
KL 798 701 8.8 00——é«dY:«CO36S- 30-Se 
378- 40-1 
cA [35 | 253 67 1.7 1 
KL 279 226 3.1 0 
CA 386 31 2.3 1 
KL 1863 2.7 0 
.% 219 _ | 219 0.9 1 
KL 228 1.7 0 
ca fs 307 277 Si 23 0 
KL 237 200 6.7 4 338-28-ss 
| 345-25-1 
KL 430 66 5.6 1 338- 4N-NE 
335- 40-1 
KL 779 239 5.3 2 
KL 986 652 13.7 4 | 338-30-mE 
wW-SE 
KL jiavo | 187 155 3.9° 2 328- SW-NE 
: 32S-Sw-1 





























mie | | Sis |e | 
SALE | ACRES OWLS 

ACRES (3) TAKEN 
KL | RU 168 | 119 2.2° 1 








r 










































































x jm | 68 88 3.4 
KL 249 144 3.5° 0 
1.3° 2 
2.0° 
0 
2 
2 
2 
0 
1 
2 308-90-NE 


308-90-SE 
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. TOTAL | OWL & oF 
SALE ACRES OWLS 
ACRES 3) TAKEN 
12.3 0 29S -6- Su 


443 443 . 


29S- GN-SE 
30S - 64 -NE 
30S - Gat-088 











142 142 3.4 ie) . 
29S-68-SE 


36--e 














215 215 8.7 2 298-90-NE 
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cA 
KL 197 | 197 7.2 298-2N-5i 
x. |v | 99 99 5.5 
x 152. | 152 7.3 
x |av | 222 | 222 7.7 318-6u-SE 
KL 14a | tae 4.9 298-3u-su 
KL ry 88 4.0 298-30-sw 
KL 2 2 0.02 268-4u-sE 
xm |r .|2 2 0.07 
KL 1 so 50 1.5 
KL 70 =| 70 3.0 268-40-NE 
can ican [2 ? 0.6 
cr ice {110 | 110 6.3 138-8W-SE 
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98 fo TOTAL | OWL # OF 
SALE | ACRES OWLS 
acRES | (3) TAKEN 
cr |cr | 46 46 3.0 0 
ALSEA cr |cr | 34 34 3.2 0 14S-66-SW 
| ALSEA cr |ce | 71 71 4.8 0 
CLACKAMAS | CA 5 2 0.2 0 
; ADELION SALEM _| cLacxamas_| Ca 190 1190 {11.5  |o 
T's C TO ME | SALEN _| CLACKAMAS | CA 54 50 2.6 0 
: RUSGER SPEC SALEM CLACKAMAS | CA 30 30 1.0 0 
SALEM CLACKAMAS | CA 85 85 6.3 0 6S-3E-NE 
. F 6S-4E-100 
CLACKAMAS | CA 121 121 3.7 
CLACKAMAS | CA 23 23 1.2 
CLACKAMAS | CA 63 63 4.6 0 
CLACKAMAS | CA 98 98 5.7 0 
_ SANTIAN CA 118 =| :118 8.1 0 
| SANTIAN CA 119 47 4.7 1 
CA 65 65 4.0 0 
CA. 10 0 "| 0.02 0 
CA 80 65 3.4 0 9S-28-Sw 
CA 72 72 4.4 ’ 
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son ES SS Ie 
AREA SALE | ACRES OWLS 
acres | (3) TAKEN 
LD CAMP SALVAGE | SALEN | SANTIAN CA 13 11 0 
cx’ _ SANTIAN CA 21 15 1.8 0 
ROGER RABBIT SALEM SANTIAN CA 60 60 4.1 0 10S-18-Sw 
10S-12-SE 
ROUND MOUNTAIN 2 | SALEM SANTIAM CA 43 43 1.2 1 
INELLBURG CREEK | SALEN ‘| SANTIAN CA 79 58 4.8 0 
STRIX AND STONES | SALEM | SANTIAN CA 86 86 3.4 0 
ILOWTORCH BRC | SALEM TILLAMOOK | cr |cr_ | 50 18 2.1 0 
CK Bat SALEM | TILLAMOOK | cr | cr | 107 41 4.1 0 
vi ETE SALEM TILLAMOOK | cr ji cr | 66 2.0 0 
POT TRA’ | TILLAMOOK | cr | cRr_ | 76 2.2 0 
at SALEM _| TILLAMOOK. | cR_ | cR_ | 75 75 4.6 0 
RINGER NOUNTAIN | SALEM | TILLAMOOK | cr | cr_ | 133 3 5.2 0 
BACK IN THE SALEM =~ | YAMHILL crm jcr |93° | 93 8.2 0 78-9W-NE 
ADDL: . 7S-9W-Nw 
ITCHEN DOC! SALEM | YAMHILL cr_ icra | 51 51 2.7 1 
ROLLING STC SALEM _ YAMHILL cr icr | 117 117 9.5 0 
ROOTBALL SALEM _ YAMHILL cr_ icn [165 |0 2.9 0 3S-6"-SE 
TIGGER TOO SALEM | _ YAMHILL cr icr | 56 58 3.3 0 38-6W-SE 
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es ob Cencem CR = Coast Ranges, SW = South Willasette/North Uspqua, RU = Rogue-Uspqua, 
& = IS = I-5 (Medford) 


1B) - Aeres of suitable ovl habitat within the proposed tisber sale. 


“9 ®- List of the 1/4-townships in which the sale will harvest of forest in 11-40 condition 
; > which will be below 50% 11-40 after harvest. 


@- - Impect of the proposed sale on the 70-acre core of any pair or resident single. 
. YES = harvest will occur within a 70-acre core. 


* - Volume figures were copied from the biolgical opinions and included only that part of the 
‘timber sale involving suitable spotted ow] habitat. 
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D Resource Area 


List of the Bureau's FY 1991 non-jeopardy timber sales involved 
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io timber sale is one of 214 qapapete propecet tisber harvest 
| under the direction provided in the Bureau's Jamison spotted 


Sst. > 


| pevatic Strategy and the Management Guidelines for the Conservation 
Sf the wortnern epotted ov FY 1e01 earcugn FY i292, These documents and 
ft ett | 


+ a 
overlays were presented to the U.5s. Fish and Wildlife Service 


PUTS eLuik. 4 


} in September 1990 for reference. Additional map overlays providing 
‘and updating that provided in the previous overlays are 


‘ og BAS Ol 2 


the overview docunent that transaitted this and other individual 














of the per Northside timber sale on any listed or proposed 
ps pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The 
ao to he estreanad in this biolovicel ssssamnent is the northern spotted 
* . Wo other T & E species will be affected 


eer, (17 1 
130 Bg 


‘wi 
. 








- pos timber sale is in compliance with Record of Decision on the 

~ Surry Timber Management Plan issued on 04/28/83. This timber 
~ wanag m8 t plan remains in effect today while the district office develops 
‘an Slt ates Gaboudnd Wanegunent Plen (RMP). The RMP is scheduled 


B jn 


a 3 implemented in October 1992. 
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| Tee proposed Northside tinber sale is located vithin that portion of the 
: ~ coast range province that lies within the Umpqua Resource Area of the Coos 
| May MM district oftice. Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that 
| ee oe me Pecpeens Cimber eale. The Coos Bay 
district edministers approximately 120,689 acres of forest land within the 
a " mpqua Resource Ares, coast range province (appendix B, Table 3). 








“fable 3 also shove that of the approximately 44,646 acres of the 120,689 
" geres of forest land in the Uapqua Resource Area, coast range province, are 
| ever 80 years old. For purposes of this assessment, forest lands over 80 
Years Of age vere considered as suitable habitat for spotted ovis. This age 
_ gop of erect stants tn elo the primary saree of tree for Marve t 
_ meét the resource area's contribution to the district's annual timber harvest 
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act is to harvest 111 acres of suitable habitat (111 acres 
a 


growth forest) with an expected yield of approximately 7.7 MMBF 
fer to appendix B, table 2 for detailed information on this 


| with the Jamison Strategy, no green timber sales are proposed 
Areas (HCAs). ; 


a= 


— ° 
Ce « 7 . 


no road right-of-way construction that involves suitable habitat 
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: _The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the Northside 
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timber sale is described in the South Coast-Curry Timber Management Plar, 


EIS for the District. WEPA compliance documents in the form of individual 





ussessments will be revised, if necessary based on the outcome of this 
biological assessment and/or after -formal consultation. The affected 


environment has also been described in the following documents that have been 


previously shared with the Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assessnent 
(Pebruary 1987) the formal consultations on the Bureau's Pre 318 and Section 
318 Timber Sale Prograns (July 1990) and the Jamison Strategy and Management 
Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl (September 1990) . 


A. ‘The Northern Spotted ovl 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the northern spotted 
owl and the major structural components of its primary habitat. The 
best scientific information on the spotted owl is contained in the 
publication "Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Owl in Oregon,* 
(Poreman 1987) and in the Interagency Scientific Committee (ISC) report 
entitled "A Conservation Strategy for the Northern Spotted Owl (Thomas 
1990). 
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research reports, “Distribution and Biology of the Spotted 
| Oregon by Dr.Bric Porenan and Appendix C of the ISC Report on 
| Owls further describe spotted owl habitat use in the coast range 


SPMD in shied Ghia ciate oats to rncetes. 
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y * @uitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as forest land 
Pes Eee Ae Chee Repentix 8, table 3). 
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~~" "‘SU’S pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation documents and 
the Jamison Strategy's, maps and overlays, presented spotted owl data 
on Gistribution, cccupency and reproduction data for known owl sites on 
4 Sut Lande and etjecent private lands in vestern Oregon. Appendix Cc 
4g \ epletaa epathed owl occupancy and reproduction collected during 
_ igventories ané monitoring conducted during FY 1990. It also provides 
2 updated information on owl site occurrence and distribution and a display 
3 of suitable habitat distribution on BIN lands. There are no owl sites 


in the vicinity (redius) of the Northside sale. 
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. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 
Reyen>. ec 3 
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° - Direct and Indirect Bffects 
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a the proposed action will have an impact on the federally listed northern 
potted owl oF its habitat. 
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$23 ———_—--——-— This sale 
Bas of timber harvest vill be used. This reduction of habitat equa-es 


te 0.06 & of the suitable habitat in the province overall and 0.25 


4 % of the suitable habitat in that portion of the coast range province 
is that lies in the Umpqua Resource Ares. Refer to Appendix B, table 
; 2 tor effects of the sale on suitable habitat. 


_ Mo green tisber sales are located in CAs. Appendix B, Table 4 
qummarises the acreage of suitable habitat that is found on BLM lands 
within specific BCA(s) in the coast range province in which this 
timber sale is located. 





2. ‘Impects on Known Owl Sites 


This proposed sale ection will impact no known owl sites based on 
_ the 1.5 mile radius for this province. Por that portion of the coast 


ve y Bia ty * +. oe ; 63 os : . » “> 
é F ‘ : ra a beer 
* % a ee “ 7% ig F. a 
..* : 
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J range province in the Umpqua Resource Ares it equates to 0 % of the 
ty pair sites and 0 % of the territorial singles. ‘This sale would 
4 result in the incidental take of no pairs or territorial singles 


eccording to incidental take quidelines used by the Service. 
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It is estimated that 7° % of the suitable spotted owl habitat in 


with respect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the ISC to provide 
| @ispersal habitat, the proposed sale will have the following effects. 
' ii enle Gecure Within 1 quarter township. The acreage to be removed 
will drop the tovnship from 25 ¢ to 19 8.) Refer to appendix D for 
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i and Interdependent Actions 
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‘Road construction activity will remove 0 acres of suitable spotted ow] 
_ Rabitat. Loss of habitat from harvest of rights-of-way is included as 


part of the proposed action (See Appendix B Table 2). 





As a result of the proposed action, the post harvest activities of slash 
’ @ispesal and tree planting could occur on approximately 111 acres. 


_. These actions will have negligible effects on spotted owl habitat. If 
_, 4t. is determined that the slash disposal activity may present an adverse 


situation to a nesting pair(s) of owls or the young produced, timing 
- Restrictions vill be instituted to reduce or eliminate the adverse 
effect. Although slash burning activities will reduce the amount of 
Gown woody material on the sale unit it is not expected to appreciably 











Bet the potential of the site to provide future habitat for prey 
ae of the owl. The slash burning targets the finer, lighter fuels 
_ -->. @Rd. does not normally reduce the number of larger down woody pieces. 
— _ These iarger pieces would be carried over into the new forest stand to 
a x meet habitat requirements for selected prey species. 









- MAthin.10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial thinning 
: and fertilization of the regrowing stand may occur. This action would 
not have any adverse impact as it would involve the treatment of non- 
habitat. This action may have some long term beneficial effect upon owl 

_., Rabitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and fertilization will 
| __—-be treated as a separate action and have been consulted upon informally. 


4) 


€. Cumulative Impacts 

There is no suitabble habitat remaining on state or private lands in the 
vicinity of this sale and/or within the radius of any of the owl sites 
affected by the proposed action. 


—_ 


4 ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
. Alternatives Considered 


During the peried covered by this Biclogical Assessment, the Bureau 
’ considered and utilised many alternatives to avoid or reduce potential 
e impact of timber sales on spotted owls and their habitat. 
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ad ves considered and implemented included locating timber sales 
rs only in areas where no owls were located, dropping sales or sale units, 
a Gropping sale units within the particular radius of any known owl sites 
F fer the specific province, partial cutting units instead of clearcutting 
and scheduling timber sales in unsuitable owl habitat. The Bureau has 
adopted the “Jamison Strategy" and has also reduced former cut levels 
in the western Oregon from 1.176 billion board feet per year to 
approxgmeSety 74) miltion board feet in FY91. Some of the specific 
modifications that the Sureau adopted during the preplanning development 
: of the Northside timber sale to provide protection for spotted owls and 
| suitable habitat include the following: Leave 2.0 wildlife trees per acre 
and ¢@ cubic feet of down material per acre. 


Sat ie Md, 


B. Conservation Measures 
The Jamison Strategy-and Managempnt Guidelines that are being adopted 
by the Bureau beginningwith the FY 1991 timber sale plan varies fron 
the ISC spotted owl plan/strategy in providing suitable habitat for 
: spotted owls. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jamison Strategy 
incorporates all protection of enitable nabigte «36 12° comsipes's 
HCAs 1 through 4 and that which occurs on lands allocated for other 





resource values in the land use plans. 


Additionally the Jamison Strategy maintains another 50,000 acres of 
suitable habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW Agreement Areaé that 
were not part of the land use plan allocations or the Isc strate@y. The 
Jamison Strategy implements nearly all the ICS recommendations except 
full application of the 50-11-40 rule. 
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Implementation of the Jamison Strategy in FY 1991 will reduce District 
harvest to 162 million board feet. This is a decrease from the approved 
annual allowable cut of 254 million board feet and also lower than the 
volume for the FY89 and FY90 set by the Section 318 harvest level of 390 
million board feet for the two year pericd. This results in a harvest 
reduction of approximately 92 million board feet annually for FY91 and 
FY¥92 based on the approved annual allowable cut. 


Conservation measures implemented by BIN include the BIM/Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Spotted Owl Management Agreement signed 
in December 1987. In the agreement, BIM agreed to defer timber harvest 
around 110 spotted owl sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 acres 
of suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of these acres that are currently 
being protected are located outside of HCA categories 1-4. 


Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 1983 Timber 
Management Plans were designed to provide habitat diversity for the 
species of wildlife inhabiting older forests. Over 46,300 acres of 200 
plus year-old forests vere (removed from the timber harvest base or 
placed on long rotation) to provide for a variety of species, including 
the spotted owl, bald eagle, other forest raptors and riparian zone 
protection. Some of these acres are now incorporated with other land 
use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 
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. ‘petted ow) habitat being added to the 239,000 acres included in the 
BLA/OOFW Agreenent to insure the continued existence of the ov) on Buresil 
lands in western Oregon. The Bureau is-comitted to protecting these 

ae _eul sites. through FY 1992. At. such time as the spotted owl recovery 

_... Plan..is completed. the Bureau will incorporate the applicable 


« .* 


__.Shde gale has heen inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol. A brief 
summary of the proteceol used is as follows: 


_- a» Se following is a summary of the protocol for surveying timber sales 
ar discussed and developed at the BIM Biologist meeting in February 1990. 















| pac t a complete survey of a timber szle area: 


Conduct 3 complete surveys (2 nighttime and 1 day survey) of 
the area in each of 2 years. If there is only time for 1 year 


of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


I Occupancy surveys should be conducted between March 1 and 
PS July 31, with at least 2 surveys before June 1. 


= Wait a minimum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


. Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 miles.of the sale 
area, unless it lies within 1 mile of a known owl site. 


~~? 


- If owls were encountered status (pair or single) will be 
@eternined by followup visits 


- The reproductive status determination was given a high 
priority vhere pair status vas determined the reproductive 
status determination visits continued until August 31 in some 
districts. 


Contingency Plans 


All FY 1991 timber sales contracts will contain the following 
recently developed special provision: 











age (2) «threatened, or endangered plants or animals protected under 


(2) 













the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, may be 
affected by the operation and a determination is nade that 
consultation or reinitiation of consultation is required 


concerning the species prior to continuing operations or; 


federal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or State 
listed species protected under BIM Manual 6840 - Special 
Status Species Management - have been discovered and a 
determination is made that continued operations vould affect 
the species or its habitat. 


Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt of vritten 
instructions and authorisation by the Contracting Officer. 





In the event that operations are halted under the special 
provision E-4 the Bureau has several courses of action: 


a. Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) 
within the vicinity of an owl pair until it is documented 
that nesting or fledging is completed or that nesting was 
not initiated or if initiated had failed. 


b. Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber sale 
by dropping a unit that is causing the “may affect". 


In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be 
written into the contract to seasonally restrict operations in 
these areas that are close (within a 0.5 mile) to owl nests or 
activity centers to avoid harassment of owls or their progeny. 
_ For example no burning would be allowed on any unit that is within 
a 0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair between the date nesting 
is confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year unless modified by 


the wildlife biclogist. 


The Bureau will give strong consideration to adopting the 
Distushenes criteria process for determining if consultation is 
requireé. This is presently being drafted by the PHW Spotted owl 
"RDA = technical task group. 
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It is the conclusion of this biological assessment that the FY91 proposed 
Northside timber sale may adversely affect the northern spotted owl. This 
conclusion is based on the fact that this sales will remove 111 acres of 
suitable habitat (80+ year old forest) and/or an additional 0 acres of forest 
not classified as suitable habitat but that may be dispersal habitat. These 
acres proposed for harvest also remove habitat in the coast range «ince 


Formal consultation is requested on this timber sale which contain units 
that “may adversely affect" the northern spotted owl. The Bureau will 
continue to initiate consultation on any timber sale where a listed species 
is involved and where the Bureau has discretionary authority. 
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Russell D. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 2600 $.E. 98th Ave., Suite 100 
Portland, Oregon 97266 


. Proas State Director, Bureau of Land Management 
Subject: Request for Pormal Consultation Pursuant-to Section 7 of the Endangered 


Act and 50 °CFR 402.14 the SY 
Species Pon Concerning 3991 
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_ In accordance with Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 as 
_ amended, the Oregon State Office, Bureau of Land Management (Bureau) requests 
ee 2 — os ees Susthelts titer cate hig ay cfm 
_ threatened or endangered species. 


"The proposed action is the Northside timber sale vaich is located vithin that 
_ portion of the coast range province that lies vithin the Umpqua Resource Area 
_0f the Coos Bay district office. This sale is located in Township 208 

= Sections 1 6 12 (Refer to the vicinity map included in this 
_ Biological assessment) . The timber sale will remove 111 acres of suitable 
" spotted owl habitat from Bureau lands in the coast range province in western 
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"The proposed Northside timber sale was designed in conformance with the Bureau's 
“@irection provided by the Jamison Spotted owl Conservation strategy and the 
“Manegenent Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Ovl FY 1991 
eer see. The location and impact of this FY 1991 timber sale vas 
displayed on maps and overlays that vere presented to the Fish and Wildlife 
“Service (Service) in September 1990. Additional map overlays are being 
 tranenitted to the Service in the FY91 consultation overview document based on 
Service's Portland Field Office staff. These overlays display the current 
spotted owl distribution related to this timber sale and verified owl pair 
sites found in the province in which the sale occurs. 


iin gubileh tn GbGcdee of the prepened Berthsiée tiaher cele en prepesed, 
threatened and endangered species that are known to occur in the vicinity of 
the timber sale. It is the conclusion of the attached biological assessnent 
that this timber sale is likely to adversely affect the Northern Spotted owl 
or its habitat. Therefore, we request that the Service initiate formal 
Consultation on the Northside timber sale. 


Please direct any specific questions or requests for additional data on this 


consultation peckage to the Area Manager for the Umpqua Resource Area. Coos 
Bay district office (PTS telephone 422-9227). 


cc: FWS, Regional Director 
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and adjacent private lands in vestirn Oregon. 
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allocations resulting from the 1963 


designed to provide habitat diversity 


Over 46,300 
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priericy” spotted owl sites being protec 


with che Service and Oregon Department of 
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- Conduct 3 complete surveys of the area in each of 2 years. 
Twe night and one day visit are allowed towards that 
count. If there is only time for 1 year of survey, 
conduct all 6 surveys in one season. 


: Occupancy surveys should be conducted between April 1 and 
July 31, with ac least 2 surveys before June 1. 


- Wait a sinimus of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


: Survey all suitable habicat within 0.5 miles of che sale 
ares, unless it lies within 1 aile of a known owl site. 


: If owls are encountered, status (pair or single) will be 
determined by additional visits 


: The reproductive status determination is given a high 
priority when pair status is known. Visits aay continue 
uncas Auguse'31 in some districts to verify reproductive 
status. 


C. Contingency Plans 


All FY 1991 cimber sales contracts will contain the following 
recently developed special provision: 


Special Provision £E-4 


The Purchaser shall immediately discontinue specified 
construction or timber harvesting operations upon written 
notice from the Contracting Officer that: 


(1) threatened, or endangered plants or animals protected 
under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, may 
be affected by the operation and a determination is aade 
that consultation or reinictiation of consultation is 
required concerning the species prior to continuing ‘Sep i] 183) 
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(2) Vederal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or State 








event thet are halted under the special provision | 
Bureau has several courses of action: 





seasonal restrictien (March 1 to September 30) 
inicy of an owl pair until ic is documented 
or 






close (within a 0.5 mile) co owl nests or activity 
of owls or their progeny. For example 
on any unit chat is within « 0.5 sile of 
pair between the date nesting is confirmed and 
June 30 of the nesting year unless modified by the wildlife 
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The Bureau will give strong consideration te adepting the 
Disturbance criteria process for determining if consultation is 
required that are presently being drafted by the PHU Spotted Owl RDA 
- technical task 


group. 
BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 


t is the conclusion of this biological assessaent that the FY91 proposed 
HOLLOW timber sale may adversely affect the northern spotted owl. 


conclusion is based on the fact that this sale would remove 60 acres 


of suiteble habitat (80+ year old forest) within the Coast Range 


Formal consultation is requested on this timber sale vhich 


Province. 
contain units that “may adversely affect” the northern spotted owl. The 
to 


initiate consulcation on any timber sale where 4 


wi 
isted species is involved and where che Bureau has discretionary 


1. $Sehibic A - vicinity aap (computer sap) 
- showing timber sale boundaries/units 
- affected owl sites with province radius circles 
2. Biological evaluations, as available 
3. Environmental Assessments - if available for individual cimber sales. 


6. Other relevant documents - studies, research, etc. (e.g., density study 
area progress report) 
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APPIRGME B. Ochaisicns of Column Hesdings used ic Tabics, 
RL Tobie | Coleme Mending Definisiens. 


gene Netcast ayes eos 


IDO - caique identiGensien cumber fer cosh ont cite. Consians of ¢ iver digs Masser She Number and aay hove an stached 
Alsecnate Loantign 6060 which designases 2 cise conser the’ hes moves from « previews location. [DNO's (-- s:0r than 4000 


have on ensshed T 00 indians ¢ cempasary cies conser for \esidencal owt loosens. 


STATUS - Pe gui hes Senn verifies Casing at teams ene your sines 1905. 2@ temisecial mais and femate, paic stases is 
eatgeee. So cage comzesiel ent chonsved Gusing ot lenst one yeor since 1985, wich a pair verified Curing that time. No 


hissasis ont cien, but 20 caruiasial cuts verified sins 1985. 

YR year io which 6 pai hes tom been verified at 2 cia, OOo pnic never verified at sina. 
ee en oan a aD aan EEE Oe sate unit does 
HMCAID - idencificntion sumber of each HCA. 


RESL? - Yo the aves withis G7 ales of ice conser lies wholly on reserved lends, Po part of ares withia 0.7 miles lies on 
scvesved lends, Neo asus within 07 miles lies completely cucside of any reserved inads. Reserved lands are areas wuhdrewn at 


the Disener level or highs. 
PREMARVEST OWL ACRES WITHIN PROVINCIAL RADIUS 
Out acses refers to sukable spened owt hvbicat (generally 60+ years of age). Physioggephic province and associated meas 


heme range cael ase os inet: 
Grogen Commies ¢ 13 mils 
Groges Conm Reage = 15 miles 

Kiemech Mevemins © 13 mils 

Acreage: tissed reflect suieabte haben: existing on BLM, Stace, and Privess tends. 


Q7 + ont emus wihis G7 miles of sie conter. 


TRAD - ot anzes tying terwesn 0.7 and the prowncial radius, 
TOTAL - teeal ont caves wichia provincial reciun. 


TIMBERSALE INFORMATION: 
SALE NAME and UNIT - spesific ante aame and unit that lies within the provincial radius of a kagua owl sue. 





SK? - Yes er Noo wid these be 6 censenel resnenc: on herver ? 


OWL ACRES OF SALE UNIT EFFECTING OW. SITE 


Q7 + ot cues ef ails exis tying wuti 0.7 miles of ot sia. 
RAD - ont saves in sale unis tying berewen 0.7 mules and provincial radius of owt cise. 


TOTAL, - tatal ont acres of sale van ines wuhin provincial radius of ont sine. 


POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 
G7 - ont seven remsining within 0.7 mics of owt site after this 
TRAD - owt ecpes remaining berween 0.7 mies and ihe provanal 


icoeil, is harvened, 

TOTAL - tetal ont serves remeiaing wuhin the provincial radius of the ont siee after this want. by useil. is 
~y 

nl 


hasvesed, 
SEP 17 


sate wait, by useil. is harvested. - 
radius of the ont sce after this sale vant. by 





[by 





Ji 

















CUMMULATIVE POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 
G7 + ont aever semsining within 0.7 miles of owt site after this aale ait, 204 all priur wakes effecting this sxe are 


barvened. 
RAD - ont sams remaining berwesn G7 miles and the provincial radius of the ont cise after this sale unit, and all 


pater unis effecting this site ase harvened. 
TOTAL - saan) ont ewes remsining wikia the poovincial radius of the ont siee after this unit, 206 all price unis 
efoming this che ams hervensd. 


73 ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yes ov Ne ~ dees a: tens 70 cases of sultabte babies exist escund ont cies canter defers harves: of sais unit. 


POST « Yes oy 0 - ol at lens 70 cams of suleabto tabius remain axguad out sie conser afer harvem of this sate 


B2. Table 2 Column Mending Defiskions. 


SALE NAME and UNET - logni came of spesific timborzate end unis within sale. 
ARBA GP CONCERN - Cie Cotumbis CRe Coan SPeo Seatem Pam, SWe Souch Witamome/Neras 
Umpqua, RUe Aegue/Unpaua, LS anaes — } 

MAY GFPECT - Me cup elfen cuaties asising (rom herve: of sulable habitat, Yo eany offen: suction arising from 8 
sunsen ether hes Rasvers of cuisabis habiems, No on effen, 


SCA - CA camagery | thee 4 (es Gees ia the [SC reper), for ante unis thas evectep NOCA Boundaries. Oo sais unit does ant 
de whhia NCA. 
SSCAID - densification umber of comt HCA. N/A@ unis does ast tie wishia HCA. 


SALE UNMT ACRES TO G8 REMOVED 
‘TOTAL, - coms exunge wtchis cast cate unis, 
SUT. - cxisabte ont habiens (guacmnty 680 years of age) within the ents unit. 


MARVEST METNGD © CLR CUT. SELECT CUT. THINOGNG, SALVAGE (lacteding dows cross, hanes ween, 208 
gpeen coven eaneciened wih entre ents), ROAD R.0.W. (unies 00 be clear ous far vend righ-<l-cuys), 


TOTAL, - cond cxengp within cash ante was to be removed by hasven mained. 


SUET, - euleabte out babies (gnematty 08 years of age) within the ants walt, An amveciat (°) indicnses sates cut unies thas 
have culeabts ont hablent within them end which wu remein suitable after hasvet Gus 0 eanapy cover net being reduced 


betew <8 gessem. 











GN 


B32. Table 3 Cotume Mending Defishicns, 
DISTRICT - GL Dive noms 
eg RESOURCE ARMA - idensites 0 unique Reseme Ases within cosh Diswiet 
CRIES «> poeten ol ao Paysite Pesto yng win  Rasoummn Asma (any of preston Counters svete 


ACRES Bt FORESTED LAND — ( Aguas presented hase safle 1998 enaheis). 


GURPERSAL, - Gosest auses withis cock Proviass pestien of « Ressuses Aces that ase 40 to 68 yous old and offer dispereat 
Rabies sor qpemed ents, as defiess ie (SC open. 


SRETAGLE - Coven eases whthis cosh Provinns portion of o Resouss Aces thas ase 68 wo 208 yous old, (Nes Table | and 
‘Tahte 2 defies “culenbte Rabies’ and “ont exur’ os then 68 yeas oid. SUTTAGLE bs preseneed hese as 60-200 yeas 


* @6 0 cow pees dd On oe CLD ass). 


GLD GROWTH - Gesu ewes within cock Proviess porien of 3 Resouces Agen that ose ot team 208 yours cid. (Ness: this 
babies hes Geen lamped ince “SUTTASLEP tc Table | ane 2). 

















TOTAL - counl tend aves withie cosh Province postion of a Ressusss Asn that is fosemed. 


ALL, SALES - consi easengp of off enies within cach Proviacs postion of a Ressuss Ama. 


MAY E5PECT - exangp of of cafe cals has wl semeve culeabte ont babies (69% yous of op) or that aay eflen ows 
ether than by comerel of culties babies (Le: pomibte Gevesbenes 02 inewe ont cin, seme of cnn habit where unk hes 


ass Geen verified to Ge easempied easustiing 2 greseent). 





ALL, SALES - comi euungp of of cates wits cast Province postion of o Ressuses Aces tht 0 comme suiabls ont habicas 
(vetuss etl cteags 0 Ge came os hs MAY EPPECT vetess Gees ic is coeegery, Goes any ais ee reess cunadis 


tabiess ei Go exasiémesd os 6 aay efiea). 
MAY SIVUCT - cxsungp of afi cate unis thes wil remove sulsabte ont habieas (894 yous of age). 






SIITASLE MAGIIAT REMOVED THAT WEL RESULT IN TAKE 
MAY GEFECT - earangp of off cafe eaies thas wil remeve suieabte ont babies: (69+ yours of age), and wil ceratt in tobe. 
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ANALYSIS OF 11-40 CONDITIONS IN 
THE FOREST MATRIX - FY 1991 
EUGENE OISTRICT TIMBER SALE PLAN 








Te date the District has identified 41 potential timber sales totaling 
approxiaately 143.4 aillion board feet on approximately 3,818 acres. 


All but one of these sale actions are regular green timber units; the one 
exception being a sal sale. All are within the forest satrix outside of HCA 
1 and 2 areas. All the salvage sale affects forest stands of > 11 inches 
d.b.h. and > 40% canopy closure. However, the 42] acres of thinnings will not 
closure below 40%. None of the proposed sales are within HCA 3 or 













reduce 
4 areas, Areas, or either of the two additional areas added 
under Section 318 the unconstitutional Public Law 101-121. 





The forest matrix outside of HCA 1 and 2 categories consists of 171 quarter 
township assessment units where SLM administers 40, or sore, acres of forest 
land. The sales identified occur in 50 of these 171 quarter towships. 
Examination of the impact on the 11-40 conditions within the 50 quarter townships 


revealed the following: 


a) For 26 of the quarter townships, the percentages of land in the 11-40 
condition was greater than, or equal to, 50% postharvest. 


b) An additional 4 quarter townships had 50% or more of their acreage in 
an 11-40 condition preharvest but fell below that level postharvest. 


The percentage decline ranged from 1% to 40%. 


c) The remaining 20 quarter townships had less than SO percent of their 
acreage in an 11-40 condition prior to harvest, and as expected, had 


further reductions post harvest. 


The last page of this analysis is a ranking of the twenty-four quarter township - 
FY 1991 timber sale combinations where the 11-40 condition is dropped below 
as a result of the FY 1991 sale, or is already below 50% prior to proposed FY 


1991 sales. 


The ranking is based on the District Wildlife Biologist’s professional judgement 
of the importance of the following five (5) factors: 

















P| PP ae {os 


ons 
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A.0.C.s in strict; Coast. } nae and the 
to the Cascades. 


Willamette - forth Upeaua corridor linking the Coast Range: 
‘most important factor is whether locations are within either of these 
two R.A.0.C.s. Those inside the &.A.0.C.s are considered higher value than 


those outside. 
Usefulness of quarter townships to help owls 


2. Proxialty to 1A Li and as. 
move $ and 2s is the second most important factor. Quarter 


townships within twelve (12) miles of HCA 1 or 2 are considered sore 
{ than those farther away. Those within 12 miles of twa HCAs (1 or 


SP 47 “ere considered even more valuable. 
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. Proximity of quarter townships to ow] sites with 
acmpeny was the -¥ ie ae ae ot within 
| one gore, ow rs give quarter townsh gore 
value than these farther away. : - 












considered te 

Galy three of 

withia these 
each. 






A word of caution is in order. As mentioned above, this is ranking based on 


te ee — of the District Biologist. Resource ares biologists aay 
of ether » which in their view, aay pees variations. Or, they say 


siaply prefer other numerical values which could produce different rankings. 
The numerical values used ia this ranking are as follows: 


1 - Location within a USFEMS £.A.0.C. © 20 
per HCA 














sake © ents! & vabens for exh Gr Te. prior to the 








RANKING (DESCENDING ORDER OF VALUE) OF 24 QUARTER TOWNSHIPS 
FOR THEIR VALUE AS SPOTTED OWL DISPERSAL HABITAT PRIOR TO PLANNED FY 1991 SALES 


Location ; Proposed 


























Rank 

ie. aTR_ Ive Sale (Name) 

; Young Loo (i & 2) & Eddy Wh 

ittaker 

3 Alma Ranch | 

6 “Wile Gall *° : 

7 Flatland — 

8 Thirty-three & One (1 & 2 

9 Thirty-three & One (3 & 4 

it Weiss Ad & Chopped Han 
ss 

12 Fox Hollow 

13 0e20+ 0+22 

14 0+20+ 0+15 

18 0410+ 0+50 

16 0+10e 0+41 

18 Oe Oe 0446 

19 Oe Oe 0438 

20 Oe Oe 0419 

21 20¢ G+ O+ 8 

22 20¢ G+ 073 

23 204 O+ 0+40 

24 Oe Oe 0+68 
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.90 91 

37.62 100 37.62 100 

-00 0 06 0 

267.80 91 267.80 91 

3333.85 ss 3396.55 84 

-00 0 00 0 

-00 0 00 0 

40.00 33 40.00 33 

-00 0 00 0 

-00 0 00 0 

-00 0 -00 0 

00 0 00 0 

-00 0 00 0 

.00 0 00 0 

.00 0 00 0 

-00 0 00 0 

-00 0 00 0 
) -00 0 -00 0 
00 0 .00 0 
60 0 00 0 
00 0 00 0 

44.00 100 44.00 100 

38.20 16 00 0 

1288.96 $1 1283.96 $1 

2084.41 8s 2084.41 8s 

1029.87 87 1029.87 87 

1574.63 67 1574.63 67 

1416.83 82 1416.83 82 

696.53 100 696.53 100 

'-08W-SE 1215.43 48 1215.43 48 
-08N-S6 381.17 44 3$1.17 44 
-09W—-NE 273.88 74 275.88 74 
-09W—NW .00 0 00 0 
-098-SE .06 0 0 
-098-SW .00 0 0 
-11N-xE -00 0 0 
-1LiN—-NW -00 0 0 
-119-S2 -00 0 0 
-11-6 -00 0 0 
-012-8E -00 0 
-01E-"W 149.06 24 
-01E-SE 901.28 $3 
-0128-64 464.22 19 
-01N—-HE 1393.86 $1 
018-8 1246.12 59 
-01N—-S2 602.36 89 
-01#-sW 230.88 $3 
-O2N—-NE 238.33 100 
028-0 -00 ) 
02N—-6E -00 0 
-02N—-SW -00 0 
04W-NE .00 3 
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-90 91 
38.10 38.10 100 | 38.10 100 
41.z0 41.10 100 41.10 100 
.00 .00 ) -00 ) 
115.19 45.55 40 -00 ) 
-00 -00 0 -60 ) 
579.47 338.92 s3 335.92 ss 
1793.42 1213.31 68 1213.31 68 
975.35 493.33 s1 493.33 $1 
3016.33 961.77 32 961.77 32 
2714.86 1522.79 56 1484.79 ss 
1351.90 738.15 49 758.15 49 
2412.71 761.27 32 761.27 32 
3083.00 1943.60 63 1943.60 63 
2028.92 919.96 4s 919.96 4s 
1097.17 662.81 55 662.81 ss 
2114.86 887.76 42 887.76 42 
1595.90 374.98 23 374.98 23 
123.20 119.40 97 119.40 97 
39.10 39.10 100 39.10 100 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
00 -00 0 -00 0 . 
1353.52 133.52 100 133.32 100 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
80.10 380.10 100 80.10 100 
-00 0 -00 f°] 
-00 0 -00 0 
95.56. 0 -00 0 
-00 0 -00 0 
-0¢ 0 -00 0 
.00 0 -00 0 
2558.69 6s 2184.14 ss 
-00 * .00 6 
268.0% 143.10 53 143.10 $3 
0 -00 0 
0 -00 0 
0 -00 0 
96 36.62 96 
67 372.68 63 
87 96.07 87 
0 -00 0 
56 955.94 $3 
28 293.92 28 
0 -00 ft) 
0 -00 0 
5 3.90 5 
16 48.90 16 
1 2.80 1 
46 191.10 3s 
49 415.16 31 
22 261.32 19 
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1$-038-SE 4.66 1 4.66 i 
\$-030-SW -00 6 -60 8 
'$-048-"E 218.47 31 218.47 31 
'3$-048-00 -00 ) -30 i] 
$-048-S2 -00 ft -30 8 
$-048-60 -00 +] - 00 0 
$-015-a8 -60 0 -30 Q 
S-01-0 -60 f°] -00 fe] 
$-019-S2 -66 0 -00 Q 
$-019-6u -60 ] -00 fe] 








W 








/¥ 























os ‘United States Department of the Interior 


BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
COOS BAY DISTRICT OFFICE 
1300 AIRPORT LANE 
NORTH BEND, OREGON 97459-2000 





MAR 11 199} 





: - faseell D. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and 
_ Wildlife Service, 2600 S.E. 98th Ave., Suite 100 
Portiand, Oregon 97266 


‘Prom: State Director, Bureau of Land Managenent 





for ne Sete eenien, Peseuant to Section 7 of the 
402.14 Concerning the FY 1991 
Moore Coon T Sale. . 









| th Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
amended, the Oregon State Office, Bureau of Land Nanagement (Bureau) 
on the FY 1991 Moore Coon timber sale which 


Coon timber sale which is located within 
province that lies within the Umpqua 
district office. This sale is located in 

(refer to the vicinity map 
The timber sale will remove 75 
spotted owl habitat from Bureau lands in the coast 
in Western Oregon. 


in conformance with the 
Owl Conservation 
Conservation of the 
The location and impact 


are being transmitted to the Service in the FY91 

based on informal consultation meetings . 
| Bureau and the Service's Portland Field Office. staff. 
se ays display the current owl distribution related to 
@ timber sale and verified owl pair sites found in the province in 








MET 1991 
OWL Oois4i 
OCIA 











We have analyzed the effects of the proposed Moore Coon timber sale on 
proposed, threatened and endangered species that are known to occur in 
It is the conclusion of the attached 


Spot Therefore, we request that the 
Service initiate formal consultation on the Moore Coon timber sale. 


for additional data on 


Manager for the Umpqua Resource 
Area. Coos Bay district office (FTS telephone 422-9227) . 


Clare: f: Gpbnate 










cc: FWS, Regional Director 
Attachments: 
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BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
FY 1991 MOORE COON TIMBER SALE 
COOS BAY DISTRICT 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEKENT 















The Moore Coon timber sale is one of 214 separate proposed timber harvest 
actions designed under the direction provided in the Bureau's Jamison Spotted 
Owl Conservation Strategy and the Management Guidelines for the Conservation 
of the Morthern Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. These documents and 
mape with overlays vere presented to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) in September 1990 for reference. Additional map overlays providing 
new information and updating that provided in the previous overlays are 
included in the overview document that transmitted this and other individual 
FY 199] timber sale biological assessments from the Bureau to the Service 
for formal consultation. | 


The purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and analyze the 
impact of the proposed Moore Coon timber sale on any listed or proposed 
species pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The 
species to be addressed in this biological assessment is the northern spotted 
_ owl (Strix cocidentalia caurina). No other T & B species will be affected 
_ by this proposed action. . PIT bs. 
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This proposed timber sale is in compliance with Record of Decision on the 
South Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan issued on 04/28/83. -This timber 
management plan remains in effect today while the district office develops 
@ new, broader based Resource Management Plan (RMP). The RMP is scheduled 
to be implemented in October 1992. 


The proposed Moore Coon timber sale is located within that portion of the 
Coast Range Province that lies within the Umpqua Resource Area of the Coos 
Bay BIM district office. Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that 
displays the location of the proposed timber sale. The Coos Bay 


 G@istrict administers approximately 120,689 acres of forest land within the 


Umpqua Resource Area, Coast Range Province (appendix B, Table 3). 

Table 3 also shows that of the approximately 44,646 acres of the 120,689 
acres of forest land in the Umpqua Resource Area, Coast Range Province, are 
over 80 years old. For purposes of this assessment, forest lands over 80 


years of age were considered as suitable habitat for spotted owls. This age 


. — . Of 
> 


group of forest stands is also the primary source of trees for harvest to 


‘meet the resource area's contribution to the district's annual timber harvest 


goal. 
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The proposed action is to harvest 75 acres of suitable habitat; 75 acres of 
: mature old growth forest with an expected yield of approximately 3.7 MMBF 
of timber (refer to appendix B, table 2 for detailed information on this 
43 timber sale). | | 





In Compliance with the Jamison Strategy, no green timber sales are proposed 
in Habits* Conservation Areas (HCAs). 


There is no road right-of-way construction involved in this timber sale. 


The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the Moore Coon timber 
sale is described in the South Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan, EIS for 
the District. NEPA compliance documents in the form of individual 
environmental assessments are prepared annually. These environmental 
assessments will be revised, if necessary based on the outcome of this 
biolegiéal assessment and/or after formal consultation. The affected 
environment has also been described in the following documents that have been 
previously shared with the Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assessment 
(February 1987) the formal consulta‘ on the Bureau's Pre 318 and Section 
: 318 Timber Sale Programs (July 1990) the Jamison Strategy and Management 
bi Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl (September 1990). 
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The Northern Spotted Owl 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the northern spotted 
owl and the major structural components of its primary habitat. The 
best scientific information on the spotted owl is contained in the 
publication "Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Owl in Oregon,* 
(Porsman 1987) and in the Interagency Scientific Committee (ISC) report 
entitled "A Conservation Strategy for the Northern Spotted Owl (Thomas 
1990). 


The following research reports, "Distribution and Biology of the Spotted 
Owl in Oregon® by Dr.Eric Forsman, and Appendix C of the ISC Report on 
Spotted Owls further describe spotted owl habitat use in the Coast Range 
Province in which this timber sale is located. 


Suitebie spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as forest land 
over 80 years old (see Appendix B, tables 3). 


BLM‘s pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consyltation documents and 
the Jamison Strategy's, maps and overlays, presented spotted owl data 


on distribution, occupancy and reproduction data for known owl sites on 


BIM lands and adjacent private lands in western Oregon. Appendix Cc 
up@ates spotted owl cccupancy and reproduction collected during 


inventories an@ monitoring conducted during FY 1990. It also provides 


updated information on owl site occurrence and distribution and a display 
of suitable habitat distribution on BIM lands. There are no owl sites 
in the vicinity (radius) of the Moore Coon sale. 
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W. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 


a a. Direct and Indirect Effects 


The proposed action vill have an impact on the federally listed northern 
spotted owl or its habitat. 


1. Suitable Habitat 


The proposed Moore Coon timber sale will remove 75 acres of suitable 
habitat from Bureau lands in the Coast Range Province. This sale 
occurs in the coast range Area of Concern. The clear-cutting method 
of timber harvest will be used. This reduction of habitat equates 
to .03% of the suitable habitat in the province overall and .2% of 
the suitable habitat in that portion of the Coast Range Province 
that lies in the Umpqua Resource Area. Refer to Appendix B, table 
2 for effects of the sale on suitable habitat. 


, Ne green timber sales are located in HCAs. Appendix B, Table 4 
¥ qummarises the acreage of suitable habitat that is found on BLM lands 
within specific NCA(s) in the Coast Range Province in which this 
timber sale is located. 
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- by the sale date. 








Impacts on Known Owl sites 


This proposed sale action will impact no known owl sites based on 
the 1.5 mile radius for this province. For that portion of the Coast 
Range Province in the Umpqua Resource Area it equates to 0 % of the 
pair sites and © % of the territorial singles. ‘This sale would 
result in the incidental take of no pairs and singles according to 


Gescribed in thie document at this time, but will meet the protocol 


Tt is estimated that 75 % of the suitable spotted owl habitat in 
the Pascurdédé Area has been surveyed to date. 


Impects on Dispersal Habitat 





With respect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the Isc to provide 
dispersal habitat, the proposed sale will have the following effects. 
The sale ecours within two quarter townships. The proposed acreage 
to be semeved in 1208-R09W-NE would drop the township from 27 % to 
16 %) an@ in T200-ROSW-NW from 32 % to 31%. Refer to appendix D 
for specific ecreages in the quarter townships impected. 











: BS. Interrelated and Interdependent Actions 


As @ result of the proposed action, the post harvest activities of slash 
Gisposal and tree planting could occur on approximately 75 acres. These 
ws actions will have negligible effects on spotted owl habitat. If it is 
Getermined that the slash disposal activity may present an adverse 


situation to a nesting pair(s) of owls or the young produced, timing 
restrictions will be instituted to reduce or eliminate the adverse 


effect. Although slash burning activities will reduce the amount of 

Gown woody material on the sale unit it is not expected to appreciably 

affect the potential of the site to provide future habitat for prey 

species of the owl. The slash burning targets the finer, lighter fuels 

and does not normally reduce the number of larger down woody pieces. 
These larger pieces would be carried over into the new forest stand to 
meet habitat requirements for selected prey species. 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial thinning 
and fertilisation of the regroving stand may occur. This action would 
not have any adverse impect as it would involve the treatment of non- 
habitat. This action may have some long term beneficial effect upon owl 
habitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and fertilization will 
be treated as a separate action and have been consulted upon informally. 


C. Cumulative Inpects 


ee  — 


: There is no suitable habitat remaining on state or private lands in 
7 the vicinity of this sale and/or within the radius of any of the 
owl sites affected by the proposed action. 
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W. ALPERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
A. Alternatives Considered 


During the period covered by this Biological Assessment, the BSuresu 
considered and utilized many alternatives to avoid or reduce potential 
impect of timber sales on spotted owls and their habitat. 
only in arees vhere no owls were located, dropping sales or sale units, 
dropping sale units within the particular redius of any known owl sites 
for the specific province, partial cutting units instead wf clearcutting 
and scheduling timber sales in unsuitable owl habitat. ‘the Buresu hes 
adopted the “Jamison Strategy* and has also reduced former cut levels 
in the western Oregon from 1.176 billion board feet per year tc 
approximately 750 million board feet in FY91. Some of the specific 
modifications that the Bureau adopted during the preplanning developuent 
of the Noore Coon timber sale to provide protection for spotted owls and 
suitable habitat include the following: 

1. Leave two standing wildlife trees per acre. 

2. Leave two down logs per acre (16° X 21°). 


B. Conservation Nescures 
The Jamison Strategy and Nanagenent. Guidelines that are being adopted 
by the Sureau beginning vith the FY 1991 timber sale plan varies from 
the ISC spotted owl plan/strategy in providing suitable habitat for 
spotted owls. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jamison Strategy 
incorporates all protection of suitable habitat in the ISC Committee's 
NCASs 1 through 4 and that which occurs on lands allocated for other 


resource values in the land use plans. — 
er {7 bn 
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A@aditionally the Jamison Strategy saintains another 50,000 acres of 
suitable habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW Agreement Areas that 
were not part of the land use plan allocations or the ISC Strategy. The 
Jamison Strategy implements nearly all the ICS recoumendations except 
full application of the 50-11-40 rule. 


Implementation of the Jamison Strategy in FY 1991 will reduce District 
harvest to 162 million board feet. This is a decrease from the approved 
annual allowable cut of 254 million board feet and also lower than the 
volume for the FY89 and FY9S0 set by the Section 318 harvest level of 390 
million board feet for the two year pericd. This results in a harvest 
reduction of approximately 92 million board feet annually for FY91 and 
FY¥92 based on the approved annual allowable cut. 


Conservation measures implemented by BIN include the BLM/Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Spotted Owl Management Agreement signed 
in December 1967. In the egreement, BIN agreed to defer timber harvest 
around 110 spotted owl sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 acres 
of suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of these acres that are currently 
being protected are located outside of HCA categories 1-4. 


Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 1983 Timber 
Management. Plans were designed to provide habitat diversity for the 
species of vildlife inhabiting older forests. Over 46,300 acres of 200 
plus year-old forests were (removed from the timber harvest base or 
placed on long rotation) to provide for a variety of species, including 
the spotted owl, bald eagle, other forest raptors and riparian zone 
protection. Some of these acres are now incorporated with other land 
use restrictions; ¢.g. HCAs. ‘$7 (11 Bs 
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The Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to increase the number 


of “high pridrity* spctted owl being protected by 12 sites: ‘These new 
sites were selected in cooperation with the Service and Cregon Departzent 
of Pich and Wildlife. The new spotted owl sites enhance the distribution 
network of protected sites and resulted in 22,800 acres of suitable 
spotted owl habitat being added to the 239,000 acres included in the 
SEM/COPW Agreement to insure the continued existence of the owl on Burress 
lanés in western Oregon. Zhe. Bureau is Goumitted te protecting these 
owl sites through FY 1992. At such time as the spotted owl recovery 
plan is completed the Suresu will incorporate the applicable 
recommendations/actions into future land senegement plan decisions. 


In addition, numerces sales have been sodified (units deleted) co 


completely dropped aes cules were discovered during pre-sale inventory. 
All sales will have beer inventorled ‘wing Fest opted protocol. 


-— *- oer 


The following is a summary of the protccol for surveying timber sales 
Se. cde. .0.-. a oeacemnd-camamecs oo 
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Te com@ect a complete survey cf 4 timber sale ares: 


- Com@uct 3 complete surveys (2 nighttime and 1 dsy survey) of 
the ares in each of 2 years. If there is only time for 1 year 


of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


- Gccupency surveys should be conducted between March 1 and 
 Saly 31, with at least 2 surveys before June 1. 


- Wait e minizes of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


- Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the sale 
ares, waless it lies within 1 mile of a known owl site. 


- If quis were encountered states (pair or single) will be 
Geternized by follew up visits 


- The repero@ective states determineticn wes given «a high 


peiecity where pair states wes Goteruined the reproductive 
states Gsteruizsticn visits continesdé estil August 31 in sous 
: districts. 
4 


c Cemtinagency Pleas 


Ali FY 1991 tinber sales contracts will contain the following 
recently developed special provision: 
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Special Provisicn E-< 


The Percheser shell ineediately discontinus specified constructican 
ex tinber hervestiag operaticns wor written nctice from the 
Contracting Officer that: 


the Ee@engered Species ef i973, as seuended. usy be 
effected by the cperaticn end « Geteruinaticns is usde thet 
comsultetion ox reinitiaticon of consultation is required 


concerning the species price to comtisguing cpersticas or: 






(2) tederel cendidste (Category 1 end 2), sensitive or State 
listed epecies peetected eater BEA Meeeel 65460 - Special 
States species - hewe been- Giscovered and 2 
ésternineticn is unde eperaticas would affect 
the especies or its habitat. 






—————— OT 
imetrectiens end euthorizetice by the Contracting Officer. 

















In the event that operations are halted under the special 
provision E-4 the Bureau has several courses of action: 


a. Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) 
within the vicinity of an owl pair until it is documented 
that nesting or fledging is completed or that nesting vas 
not initiated or if initiated had failed. 


b. Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber sale 
by dropping a unit that is causing the “may affect". 


In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be 
vritten into the contract to seasonally restrict operations in 
those areas that are close (within a 0.5 mile) to owl neste ox 
activity centers to avoid harassment of owls or their progeny. 
Por example no burning would be allowed on any unit that is: within 
a 0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair between the date »esting 
is confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year unless modiiied by 
the wildlife biologist. 


The Bureau will give strona consideration to adopting the 
Distuchbenca criteria process fcr determining if consultation is 
required. This is presently being drafted by the PNW Spotted Owl 
‘RDA = technical task group. | | 
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It is the conclusion of this biological assessment that the FY91 proposed 
Moore Coon timber sale may adversely affect the northern spotted cwl. This 
conclusion is based on the fact that this sales will remove 75 acres of 
suitable habitat (80+ year old forest) These acres proposed for harvest also 


Formal consultation is requested on this timber sale which contain units 
that “may adversely affect" the northern spotted owl. The Bureau will 
continue to initiate consultation on any timber sale where a listed species 


is involved and where the Bureau has discretionary authority. 
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TESS SUMMARY OF SPOTTED OWL 
REPRODUCTION, 1985-1990 
BLM--COOS BAY DISTRICT 
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categorized by resource ares, for each District 


inforuat ion 


Location name 
Pair status 


umber cf juveniles lécated 
the number of juveniles located ere indicated for each year 196g 
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have analyzed the effects of the proposed Luts Breakout timber sale 


We 
on proposed, threatened and endangered species that are known to occur 
ae the vicinity of the timber sale. It is the conclusion of the attached 


logical assessment that this timber sale is likely to adversely affect 
the Northern Spotted owl or its habitat. Therefore, we request that the 
Service initiate formal consultation on tho Luts Breakout timber sale. 


Please direct any specific questions or for additional data on 


this consultation package to the Area for the Umpqua Resource 
Area. Coos Bay district office (FTS telephone 422-9227) . , 





cc: FWS, Regional Director 


Attachments: Bioclogical Assessment 
Other Relevant Documents 
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BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 

PY 1991 LUTS BREAKOUT TIMBER SALE 
Coos BAY DISTRICT 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 


under the direction provided in the Bureau's Jamison Spotted 
Strategy and the Management Guidelines for thé Conservation 
Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. ‘These documents and 
soe sos eres to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
i in the overview document that transmitted this and other individual 
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Hes yerpees of tis bicloyice: assessment is to describe an analyse the 
_ tmpect of the proposed Lute Breakout timber sale on any listed or proposed 
# Gies pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The 
- “qpecies to be addresses in this biological assessment is the northern spotted 


owl ‘(Stein oncidentalia caurina) . No other T & B species will be affected 
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: aaa Ts ccuaey Timber Management Plan issued on 04/28/83. This timber 





a : ee managenent plan remains in effect today while the district office develops 
9 neu, broader based Resource Managenent Plan (RMP). ‘The RAP is scheduled 
A “to be implemented in october 1992. 

i. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 

; 

4 The proposed Luts Breekout timber sale is located within that portion of the 


‘Coast Range Province that lies within the Umpqua Resource Area of the Coos 
‘Bay BIW district office. Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that 
displays the location of the proposed timber sale. The Coos Bay 
-- @istrict edministers approximately 120,689 acres of forest land within the 
| +Umpqua Resource Ares, Coast Range Province (appendix B, Table 3). 
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Table 3 also shows that of the approximately 44,646 acres of the 120,689 
_ acres of forest land in the Umpqua Resource Area, Coast Range Province, are 
over 80 years old. For purposes of this assessment, forest lands over 80 
; weers Of age were considered as suitable habitat for spotted ovls. This age 
z group of forest stands is also the primary source of trees for harvest to 
6 





meet the resource area's contribution to the district's annual timber harvest 
goal. 


The proposed action is to harvest 63 acres of suitable habitat; 63 acres of 
mature forest with an expected yield of approximately 2.2 mMmBF of timber 
_ (efor to appendix B, table 2 for detailed information on this timber sale). 
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There is no road right-of-way construction involved in this timber sale. 
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_ ‘he affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the Luts Breakout 
_ timber sale is described in the South Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan, 
' BES for the District. NEPA compliance documents in the form of individual 

environmental essesements are prepared annually. These environmental 
 essesements will be revised, if necessary based on the outcome of this 
- bielegical asssesement and/or after formal consultation. The affected 

environtent has also been Gescribed in the following documents that have been 
| previously shared vith the Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assessnent 
¥ (February 1967) the formal consultations on the Bureau's Pre 318 and Section 
328 Pinber Sale Programs (July 1990) and the Jamison Strategy and Managenent 
' @uidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Ovl (September 1990) . 
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Numerces publications have described the biology of the northern spotted 
‘owl and the major structural components of its primary habitat. The 
best scientific information on the spotted owl is contained in the 
7 publication "Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Owl in Oregon,* 
i (Foreman 1987) and in the Interagency Scientific Committee (ISC) report 
, entitled "A Conservation strategy for the Northern Spotted Owl (Thomas 
1990). 
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research reports, "Distribution and Biology of the Spotted 
- Se diane te Ge.trie Pecemn, and Appendix c of the ISC Report on 
© Midtkes ovis further describe epotted ovi habitat use in the Coast Range 
Province in which this timber sale is located. 












| Suitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as forest land 





3 over 60 years old (see Appendix B, tables 3). 

: SL's pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation documents and 
: the Jemison Strategy’s, maps and overlays, presented spotted owl data 
on Gistribution, occupancy and reproduction data for known owl sites on 
’ ‘BAH lands and adjacent private lands in western Oregon. Appendix c 
“wpdates spotted owl occupancy and reproduction collected during 
: inventories and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. It also provides 
: up@ated information on owl site cccurrence and distribution and a display 
s of suitable habitat distribution on SIN lands. There are no owl sites 
. in the vicinity (radius) of the Luts Breakout sale. 
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ts A. Direct and Indirect Effects 

’ 

The proposed ection will have an impact on the federally listed northern 
§ : 


spotted owl or its habitat. 








yy mabitat 

ae The proposed Luts Breakout timber sale will remove 61 acres of 

. _ + eitable hebitat from Bureau lands in the Coast Range Province. Tris 

| Sale cccurs in the coast range Area of Concern. The clear-cutting 
@ethed of timber harvest will be used. This reduction of habitat 
equates to .62% of the suitable habjtat in the province overall and 
-1% of the suitable habitat in that portion of the Coast Range 
Province that lies in the Umpqua Resource Area. Refer to Appendix 
B, table 2 for effects of the sale on suitable habitat. 


io. green timber sales are located in HCAs. Appendix B, Table 4 
Summarizes the acreage of suitable habitat that is found on BLN lands 
within specific BCA(s) in the Coast Range Province in which this 
timber sale is located. 


2. Impects on Known Owl Sites 


This proposed sale action will impect no known owl sites based on 
the 1.5 mile radius for this province. for that portion of the Coast 
Range Province in the Uspqua Resource Area it equates to 0 % of the 
a pair sites ané © % of the territorial singles. This sale vould 
result in the incidental take of no pairs and singles according to 
incidental take guidelines used by the Service. 
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Gul surveys for this sale do not nest the sale survey protocol 
_awcrined in ents dooment at tals tine. Protocol will be net befcre 





It is estinated that 75 % of the suitable spotted owl habitat in 
the Resource Ares has been surveyed to date. 


_Empects on Dispersal Habitat 


With respect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the ISC to provide 
Gigpersal habitat, the proposed sale vill have the following effects. 
The sale cccurs within two quarter townships. The secresge to be 
removed in 7226-R0GW-SH would drop the township from 20 % to 18 % 
+ in T22S-ROSW-SE from 36 % to 34%. Refer to appendix D for speciic 











Interrelated and Interdependent Actions 


ond construction activity will renove © acres of suitable spotted owl 
habitat. 





As @ result of the proposed action, the post harvest activities of slash 
disposal end tree planting could occur on approximately 61 acres. These 
actions will have negligible effects on spotted owl habitat. If it is 
Getermined thet the slash dispossl activity may present an sdverse 
situation to « nesting pair(s) of owls or the young produced, timing 
restrictions will be instituted to reduce or eliminate the adverse 
effect. Although slash burning activities will reduce the amount of 












9 down woody material on the sale unit it is not expected to appreciably 


aus” 















| —s agaciies of the owl. he slash burning targets the finer, lighter fue-s 
end dees met normally reduce the mumber of larger down woody pieces. 
These larger pieces would be carried over into the new forest stand to 
meet hebitet requirements for selected prey species. 





Within 16 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-coumercial thinning 
ené fertilisation ef the regrowing stand uay cccer. This ection would 
ast have any eéverse inpect as it would invetve tee trustuent of non 
hebitet. This action may have sone long term bensficial etZect upon ovl 
hebitet. The pere-commercial thinning activity and fertilization will 
_ 2 tzested es a seperate action and heave bee) consulted upon infornelly. 


_ . C. Camilative Impacts 


There is no suitable habitat repsinizg cn atate coe private lands in 
‘the vicinity of this sale. 





During the pericd covered by this Biclogical Assessment, the Suresu 
considered and utilized many alternatives to avoid or reduce potential 
impect of timber sales on spotted ovls and their habitat. 
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cousigeced and inplesented included liccating tinber sales 


” @@ily is areas where no owls vere located, @ropping sales or sale units, 
” @tepping sale anits within the particular redius of any known owl sites 





fer the specific province, partial cutting mits instead of clearcstting 
eu@ eche@aling tinber sales in ureuitabiec cvl habitat. The Buress hes 
G@epted the “Jamison Utrategy” and hes also reduced forser cut levels 
im Ghee western Grego from 1.176 billicn board fest per yeer to 
aggeeniuetely 750 mwiliics board fest in FYSi. Somes of the specific 
ms@ificeticns thet the Buress adopted during the preplaming developuent 
en euitable habitat include the following: 

3. Meserved extra large buffer of suitable hebitst near riparian 

azees in unit Bo. 2. 
2. lLeeving over tee green trees per acre for wildlife in esch mit. 
3. Leaving 66 ce. ft. per secre of down uesterial in each unit. 


Cemserveticn Neasures 
The Jamioes Strategy end Menegesent Guidelines thet are being sdopted 


by te Sereee begianing with the FY 1991 tinber sale ples veries fro. 


the ISC spotted owl plan/stratesy in providing suitable habitat for 
apetted ovis. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jenison Strategy 
incorporates all protection of suitable habitat in the ISC Committee's 
Rtas 1 theeugh 4 and thet which occurs on lands allocated for other 


B@Gitionslly the Jenison Strategy ssintains ancther 50,000 acres of 


suitable habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW Agreement Areas that 
were net part of the land use plan allocations or the ISC Strategy. The 
Jemison Strategy implements nearly all the ICS recommendations except 


1 ene of Me Posteo mato. 
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Eepiementatice of the Jamicon Strategy in FY 1991 will reduce Districe 
harvest to 162 million board fect. This is a decrease from the approved 
aumeel allcesbie cat of 254 sillicn board feet and also lower than the 
volume for the FYSS and FYSO set by the Secticn 318 harvest level of 390 
millics board feet for the two yeer pericd. This results in a harvest 
re@ecticon of approxinustely 92 millice board fest anmually for FYSi end 
PYs2 bese’ cn the approved aumual allowsble cut. 


Conserveticn measures inplesested by EEN izcledes the SA/Oregce 
Departuent of Fish and Wildlife Spotted Gul Memegement Agressent signed 
im Gecember 1967. In the egreeuest, SIZ egreed to defer tinber harvest 
ezound 110 spotted owl sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 acres 
ef suitable habitat. Over 106,000 of theses ecres thet are currestly 
being protected exe located catsids of ECA categorics 1-4. 


Seme of the forest lend use allccetices resultiag fros the 196) Tisber 
Mamegenent Plass were designed to provide habitat diversity for the 
epecies of wildlife inkhebiting older forests. Over 46,300 acres of 200 
plus year-old forests vere resoved fro the timber harvest bese or placed 
on long roteticn te provides for « variety of species, including the 
spotted cvl, bald eagle, cther forest repters end rigerias scee 
protection. Some of these acres are sow incorporeted with cther land 
use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 
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q at en setter” epctad vn bon proceed by 18 ale. These new 
a gts Were selected in cooperation vith the Service and Oregon Department 
et rian ana wiianite. The new spotted owl sites enhance the distribution 
ae network of protected sites and resulted in 22,800 acres of suitable 
spotted owl habitat being added to the 239,000 acres included in the 
BLM/ODFW Agreement to insure the continued existence of the owl on Bureau 
- Lands if western Oregon. The Bureau ia committed to protecting these 
owl sites through FY 1992. At such time as the spotted owl recovery 
plan is completed the Bureau will incorporate the applicable 
recommendations/actions into future land management plan decisions. 
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In addition, numerous sales have been modified (units deleted) or 


completely dropped as owls were discovered during pre-sale inventory. 
All sales will have been inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol. 
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The following is a summary of the protocol for surveying timber sales 
 @iscussed and Geveloped at the BIM Biologist meeting in February 1990. 
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b a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


Conduct 3 complete surveys (2 nighttime and 1 day survey) of 
the area in each of 2 years. If there is only time for 1 year 


of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


Occupancy surveys should be conducted between March 1 and 
July 31, with at least 2 surveys before June 1. 


Wait a minimum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the sale 
area, unless it lies within 1 miis of a known owl site. 


If owls were encountered status (pair or single) will be 
determined by followup visits 


The reproductive status determination was given a high 
priority where pair status vas determined the reproductive 
status determination visits continued until August 31 in some 
districts. 


recently developed special provision: 












Special Provision EB-4 


Ee feo si 
~~ She Purchaser shall immediately discontinue specified construction 
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y the Endangered Act of 1973, as amended, may be 
Bxe. affected by the operation and a determination is made that 
ie: | © gengultation or reinitiation of consultation is required 
é: concerning the species prior to continuing operations or: ,; 


_ 42) Pederad candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or state 
: Listed species protected under BLM Manual 6840 - Special 
Status species & - have been discovered and a 
determination is made that continued operations would affect 
the species or its habitat. 


SA SLE ET Te 
instructions and eutherisation by the Contracting Officer. 




















In the event that operations are halted under the special 
provision E-4 the Bureau has several courses of action: 


a. Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) 

within the vicinity of an owl pair until it is documented 
e that nesting or fledging is completed or that nesting vas 
2 | not initiated or if initiated hed failed. 





b. wegotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber sale 
f-2 by dropping a unit that is causing the “may affect”. 


s In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be 
4 written into the contract to seasonally restrict operations in 
: these areas that are close (within ea 0.5 mile) to ovl nests or 
activity centers to avoid harassment of owls or their progeny. 
For example no burning vould be allowed on any unit that is within 
a 0.S mile of a confirmed nesting pair between the date nesting 
is confirmed and June 30 of the. nesting year unless modified by 
' the wildlife biclogist. 


The Bureau will give strong consideration to adopting the 
Distushencsa criteria process for determining if consultation is 
required. This is presently being drafted by the PHW Spotted Owl 
RDA - technical task group. 
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tuts Breakout timber sale may adversely affect the northern spotted owl. 
This conclusion is based on the fact that this sales will remove 61 acres 
of suitable habitat (806+ year old forest). These acres proposed for harvest 
alec remove habitat in the Coast Range Province. 


2 Tt is the conclusion of this biological assessment that the FY91 proposed 
s 
: 


Formal consultation is requested on this timber sale which contain units 
that “may edversely affect" the northern spotted owl. The Bureau will 
continue to initiate consultation on any timber sale vhere a listed species 
is involved and where the Bureau has discretionary authority. 
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The Herb Cluster timber sale is one of 214 separate proposed timber harvest 
actions designed under the direction provided in the Bureau's Jamison Spotted 
Owl Conservation strategy and the Management Guidelines for the Conservation 
of the Morthern Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. ‘These documents and 


, Bape with overlays vere presented to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 


(Service) in September 1990 for reference. Additional map overlays providing 
new information and updating that provided in the previous overlays are 
included in the overview document that transmitted this and other individual 


% FY 1991 timber sale biological assessments from the Bureau to the Service 


% 


: 
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The purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and analyze the 
impact of the proposed Herb Cluster timber sale on any listed or proposed 
species pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The 
species to be addressed in this biological assessment is the northern spotted 
owl (Strcix occidentalis caurina). No other T & E species will be effected 
by this proposed action. 
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 —_ timber sale is in compliance with Record of Decision on the 
a  geuth Coast-ciPty Timber Management Plan issued on 04/28/83. This timber 
mgenegement plan remains in effect today while the district office develops 
& Rew, broader based Resource Nanagenent Plan (RMP). ‘The RMP is scheduled 
to be implemented in October 1992. 


The proposed Herb Cluster timber sale is located vithin that portion of the 
coast range province that lies within the Umpqua Resource Area of the Coos 
Bey SIM district office. Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that 
displaye the location of the proposed timber sale. ‘The Coos Bay- district 
eéuinisters approximately 120,689 acres of forest land within the Uspqua 
Resources Area, Coast Range province (appendix B, Table 3). 


Table 3 also shows that of the approximately 44,646 acres of the 120,689 
acres of forest land in the Uspqua Resource Area, coast range province, are 
over 80 years old. Yor purposes of this assessment, forest lands over 80 
years of age vere considered as suitable habitat for spotted owls. This age 
group of forest stands is also the primary source of trees for harvest to 
meet the resource area's contribution to the district's annual timber harvest 


goal. 


The proposed action is to harvest 151 acres of suitable habitat (151 acres 


of olf growth forest), with an expected yield of approximately 8.2 mmr of 
timber (refer to appendix B, table 2 for detailed information on this timber 


sale). 
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with the Jamison Strategy, no green timber sales are proposed 
Conservation Areas (HCAs). 
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There ii no roed right-of-way construction that involves suitable habitat 
in this timber sale. 


5 . 
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The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the Herb Cluster 
timber sale is described in the South Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan, 
EIS for the District. EPA compliance documents in the form of individual 
environmental assessments are prepared annually. These environmental 
assesements will be revised, if necessary based on the outcome of this 
biclegical assessment and/or after formal consultation. The affected 
environment has also been described in the following documents that have been 
previously shared with the Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assessment 
(Pebruary 1967) the formal consultations on the Bureau's Pre 318 and Section 
318 Timber Sale Programs (July 1990) and the Jamison Strategy and Managenent 
Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl (September 1990) . 


A. The Northern Spotted Owl 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the northern spotted 
owl and the major structural components of its primary habitat. The 
best scientific information on the spotted owl is contained in the 
publication "Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Owl in Oregon," 
(Foresman 1967) und in the Interagency Scientific Committee (ISC) report 
entitled "A Conservation Strategy for the Northern Spotted Owl (Thomas 
1990). 
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fhe following research report (s) "Distribution and Biology of the Spotted 
Gui in Oregem” by Dr. Eric Porsman, and Appendix C of the ISC report on 
epotted owls, further describe spotted owl habitat use in the coast range 


' preevince in which this timber sale is located. 


Suitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as forest land 


 @wer 80 years old (see Appendix B, table 3). 


BSLA's pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation documents and 
the Jamison Strategy's, maps and overlays, presented spotted owl data 
on Gistribution, cccupancy and reproduction data for known owl sites on 
SLA lands and edjacent private lands in western Oregon. Appendix Cc 
updates spotted owl occupancy and reproduction collected during 
inventories and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. It also provides 
updated information on owl site occurrence and distribution and a display 
of suitable habitat distribution on BIN lends. There are no owl sites 
in the vicinity (radius) of the Herb Cluster sale. 


IV. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 


A. 


Direct and Indirect Effects 


The propose’ ection will have an impact on the federally listed northern 
spotted owl or its habitat. 
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The proposed Herb Cluster timber sale will remove 151 acres of 
suitable habitat from Bureau lands in the coast range province. This 
sale occurs in the coast range Ares of Concern. The clear-cutting 
method of timber harvest will be used. This reduction of habitat 
equates to .06% of the suitable habitat in the province overall and 
-3% of the suitable habitat in that portion of the coast range 
province that lies in the Uspqua Resource Ares. Refer to Appendix 
B, table 2 for effects of the sale on suitable habitat. 


No green timber sales are located in bvAs. Appendix B; Table 4 
oummarizes the ecreage of suitable habitat that is found on BLA lands 
within specific HCA(s) in the coast range province in which this 
timber sale is located. 


Impacts on Known Owl Sites 


This proposed sale action will impect no known owl sites based on 
the 1.5 mile radius for this province. For that portion of the coast 
range province in the Umpqua Resource area it equates to 0% of the 
pair sites and 0% of the territorial singles. This sale would result 
in the incidental take of no pairs or territorial singles according 
to incidental take guidelines used by the Service. | 
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7 ext surveys for this sale sect the sale survey protocol descr ibed 


im tnis document. 





‘Be is estinsted that 75% of the suitable spotted owl habitat in the 
Resource Ares has been surveyed to date. 


3. Impects on Dispersal Sabitat 


With respect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the ISC to provide 
Gieperesal habitat, the proposed sale vill have the following effects. 
The sale cccurs within one quarter township. The acreage to be 
removed will drop the township from 6.3% to 0%. Refer to appendix 
D for epeciic ecreages for the quarter townships impacted. | 


Interrelated and Interdependent Actions 


Reed construction activity will remove no acres of suitable spotted owl 
habitat. 


As @ result of the proposed action, the post harvest activities of slash 
Gispoesi end tree planting could occur on approximately i151 acres. 
These actions will have negligible effects on spotted owl habitat. If 
it io determined that the slash disposal activity may present an adverse 


. gituation to a nesting pair(s) of owls or the young produced, timing 


restrictions will be instituted to reduce or eliminate the adverse 
effect. Although slash burning activities will reduce the amount of 
Gown woody material on the sale unit it is not expected to appreciably 
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effect the potential of the site to provide future habitat for prey 
apecies of the owl. The slash burning targets the finer, lighter fuels 
end does not normally reduce the number of larger down woody pieces. 
These larger pieces would be carried over into the new forest stand to 


meet habitat requirements for selected prey species. 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial thinning 
end fertilization of the regrowing stand may cccur. This action would 
not have any sdverse impact as it would involve the treatment of non- 


habitat. This action may have some long term beneficial effect upon owl 


habitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and fertilization will 
be treated as a separate action and have been consulted upon informally. 


Cumulative Impects 


There is no suitable habitat remaining on state or private lands in the 
vicinity of this sale and/or within the radius of any of the owl sites 


_ affected by the proposed action. 
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CONSIDERED 
Alternatives Considered 


During the period covered by this Biological Assessment, the Bureau 
considered and utilized many alternatives to avoid or reduce potential 
impact of timber sales on spotted owls and their habitat. 


Alternatives considered and implemented included locating timber sales 
only in areas where no owls were located, dropping sales or sale units, 
Gropping sale units within the particular radius of any known owl sites 
for the specific province, partial cutting units instead of clearcutting 
and scheduling timber sales in unsuitable owl habitat. The Bureau has 


. adopted the “Jamison Strategy" and has also reduced former cut levels 


in western Oregon from 1.176 billion board feet par year to approximately 
750 million board feet in FY91. Some of the specific modifications that 
the Bureau adopted during the preplanning development of the Herb Cluster 
timber sale to provide protection for spotted owls and suitable habitat 
include the following: Leave 2.0 wildlife trees per acre. Leave 40 cu. 
ft. of down material -‘feB acre.” 


B. Conservation Measures 
The Jamison Strategy and Managenent Guidelines that are being adopted 
by the Bureau y; beginning with the FY 1991 timber sale plan varies from 
the ISC spotted owl plan/strategy in providing suitable habitat for 
spotted owls. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jamison Strategy 
incorporates all protection of suitable habitat in the ISC Committee's 
HCAs 1 through 4 and that which occurs on lands allocated for other 
resource values in the land use plans. 
SEP 17 199] 


~ 


af $5 















ly the Jamison Strategy maint:ains another $0,000 acres of 


- gateapie habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW Agreement Areas that 
were mot part of the land use plan allocations or the ISC Strategy. The 


Jamison Strategy implements nearly all the ICS recommendations except 
full application of the 50-11-40 rule. 


Implementation of the Jamison Strategy in FY 1991 will reduce District 
harvest to 162 million board feet. This is a decrease from the approved 
annual allowable cut of 254 million board feet and also lower than the 
volume for the FY89 and FY90 set by the Section 318 harvest level of 
390 million board feet for the two year period. This results in a 
harvest reduction of approximately 92 million board feet annually for 
FY91 and FY92 based on the approved annual allowable cut. 


Conservation measures implemented by BIM include the BLM/Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Spotted Owl Management Agreement signed 
in December 1987. In the agreement, BLM agreed to defer timber harvest 
around 110 spotted owl sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 acres 
of suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of these acres that are currently 
being protected are located outside of HCA categories 1-4. 


Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 1983 Timber 
Management Plans were designed to provide habitat diversity for the 
species of wildlife inhabiting older forests. Over 46,300 acres of 200 
plus year-old forests were (removed from the timber harvest base or 
placed on long rotation) to provide for a variety of species, including 
the spotted owl, bald eagle, other forest raptors and riparian zone 
protection. Some of these acres are now incorporated with other land 
use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 
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The Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to increase the number 


of "high pricrity” spotted owl being protected by 12 sites. These new 
sites were selected in cooperation with the Service and Oregon Departzent 
of Fish and Wildlife. The new spotted owl sites enhance the distribution 


network of protected sites and resulted in 22,800 acres of suitable 
spotted owl habitat being added to the 239,000 acres included in the 
BLM/ODFW Agreement to insure the continued existence of the owl on Bureau 
lands in western Oregon. The Bureau is committed to protecting these 
owl sites through FY 1992. At such time as the spotted owl recovery 
plan is completed the Bureau will incorporate the applicable 
recommendations/actions into future land management plan decisions. 


This sale has been inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol. A brief 
summary of the protocol used is as follows: 


The following is a summary of the protocol for surveying timber sales 
discussed and developed at the BLM Biologist meeting in February 1990. 
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- ) conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


mw - 


= - Conduct 3 complete surveys (2 night time and 1 day survey) 
of the area in each of 2 years. If there is only time for 


1 year of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


- Occupancy surveys should be conducted between March 1 and 
July 31, with at least 2 surveys before June i. 


- Wait a minimum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


- Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 mileg of the sale 
area, unless it lies within 1 mile of a known owl site. 


- If owls were encountered status (pair or single) will be 
determined by followup visits 


- The reproductive status determination was given a high 
priority where pair status was determined the reproductive 
status determination visits continued until August 31 in some 
districts. | 


c. Contingency Plans 


All FY 1991 timber sales contracts will contain the following 
recently developed special provisicn: 


dvb 











Special Provision E-4 

The Purchaser shall immediately discontinue specified construction 
or timber harvesting operations upon written notice from the 
Contracting Officer that: 


(1) threatened, or endangered plants or animals protected under 
‘the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, may be 
‘ attected by the operation and a determination is made that 
consultation or reinitiation of consultation is required 


concerning the species prior to continuing operations or; 


(2) federal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or State 
listed species protected under BIM Manual 6840 - Special 
Status Species Management - have been discovered and a 
determination is made that continued operations would affect 
the species or its habitat. 


Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt of written 
instructions and authorization by the Contracting Officer. 
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In the event that operations are halted under the special 
“provision E-4 the Bureau has several courses of action: 


a. Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) 
within the vicinity of an owl pair until it is documented 
that nesting or fledging is completed or that nesting vas 
not initiatec or if initiated had failed. 


b. Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber sale 
by dropping a unit that is causing the “may affect". 


In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be 
written into the contract to seasonaily restrict operations in 
those areas that are close (within a 0.5 mile) to owl nests or 
activity centers to avoid harassment of owls or their progeny. 
For example no burning would be allowed on any unit that is within 
a 0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair between the date nesting 
is confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year unless modified by 
. the wildlife biologist. 


The Bureau will give strong consideration to adopting the 


Disturbance criteria process for determining if -onsultation is 
required. This is presently being drafted by the PNW Spotted Owl 
RDA - technical task group. | 
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VI. BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 


It is the ccnclusion of this biological assessment that the Fy91 proposed 
Herb Cluster timber sale may adversely affect the northern spotted owl. This 
conclusion is based on the fact that this sales will remove 151 acres of 
suitable habitat (80+ year old forest) and/or an additional 0 acres of forest 
not classified as suitable habitat but that may be dispersal habitat. These 
acres proposed for harvest also remove habitat in the coast range province 


Formal consultation is requested on this timber sale which contain units 
that “may adversely affect" the northern spotted owl. The Bureau will 
continue to initiate consultation on any timber sale where a listed species 
is involved and where the Bureau has discretionary authority. 
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Surface Management Map - vicinity map. 
} - showing timber sale boundaries/units 
- affected owl sites 
Biological evaluations, as available 


Environmental Assessments - if available for individual timber sales. 


Other relevant documents ~- studies, research, etc. (e.g., density study area 
progress report) 





6842.1 (932) 








Russell D. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 2600 $.£. 98th Ave., Suite 100 


Portland, Oregon 97266 
State Director, Bureau of Land Managenent 


Request for Pormal Consultation Pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act and SO CFR 402.14 Concerning the FY 1991 
Herb Cluster Timber Sale. 








In accordance with Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 as 
amended, the Oregon State Office, Bureau of Land Management (Bureau) requests 
formal consultation on the FY 1991 Herb Cluster timber sale which may effect 


threatened or endangered species. 


The proposed action is the Herb Cluster timber sale vhich is loca” 24 within that 
portion of the coast range province that lies within the Umpqua Resource Area 
of the Coos Bay district office. This sale is located in Township 208 Range 
28W Sections 5 & 9 (Refer to the vicinity map included in this biological 
assessment). The timber sale vill remove 151 acres of suitable spotted owl 
asabitat from Bureau lands in the coast range province in Western Oregon. 
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The proposed Herb Cluster timber sale was designed in conformance with the 
Bureau's dir; :tion SFovided by the Jamison Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy and 
the Management Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl Fry 
1991 through FY 1992. The location and impact of this FY 1991 timber sale vas 
displayed on maps and overlays that were presented to the Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service) in September 1990. Additional map overlays are being 
transmitted to the Service in the FY91 consultation overview document based on 
informal consultation meetings held between the Bureau and the Service's Portland 
Field Office staff. These overlays display the current spotted owl distribution 
related to this timber sale and verified ow) pair sites found in the province 
in which the sale occurs. 


fe have analyzed the effects of the proposed Herb Cluster timber sale on 
sroposed, threatened and endangered species that are known to occur in the 
vicinity of the timber sale. It is the conclusion of the attached biological 
assessment that this timber sale is likely to adversely affect the Northern 
spotted owl or its habitat. Therefore. we request that the Service initiate 
formal consultation on the Herb Cluster timber sale. 


Please direct any specific questions or requests for additional data on this 
consultation package to the Area Manage: for the Umpqua Resource Area. Cocos 
jay district office (FTS telephone 422-9227). 


20: FWS, Regional Director 
\ttachments: 
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Appendix _<. 


Page No. 1 
01/01/91 
APPENDIX C. SUMMARY OF SPOTTED OWL 
OCCUPANCY AND REPRODUCTION, 1985-1990 
BLM--COOS BAY DISTRICT 
O02 JANUARY 1991 

LOCATION 
NAME Y85 J85 Y86 J86 Y87 J87 Y88 J88 Y&9 J839 Y90 J90 


*® RESOURCE AREA 453 


BUCK CREEK o 0 s 0 8S 0 S 0 S§ @ P 2 
CAMP CREEK 0 P OF P 1 s 0 s 9 P i 
FAR EAST #1 ° ° - - e - - - P 0 
HALFWAY CREEK ° - - > -e - - - - P 1 
LITTLE CAMP CREEK - Sc> # - - P 1 s 0 P 1 
LITTLE MILL CREEK 0 0 oO 0 oOo 90 P 2 P 90 P 0 
LITTLE PARADISE CR - ie. 1 P 0 P O P @Q P 1 
OLD BLUE Ss 0 0 P 2 vu 0 P 9@ P 0 
OTTER CREEK ° ° - >- e Ss Oo - - P 0 
PARADISE CREEK P 0 0 0 s 0 P OF P O A 2 
ROMAN NOSE > @ Ff 2 P 0 P 0O Ss 9 P. 0 
SAWYER CREEK - - § 0 P 0 A l 0 ¢ P 0 
SHALE CREEK = - e Ss 0 s 0 U 0 
SMITH RIDGE - - P 0 - - 0 0 Ss 90 P 1 
SOUP CREEK 0 0 P 90 P ol P l 0 0 
STEAMPOT #3 ° - - - - - - - P 0 
UPPER HOUND CREEK - ° - -e - - sS 90 P 1 
UPPER MILL CREEK - P 2 P 0 P 2 P 0 P 0 
UPPER WASSEN CREEK - - - - - - - P 0 P 0 
VINCENT CREEK a ° - - >- e¢ - P 2 P 2 
WASSEN CREEK ° - - P l 0 oO P 1 
WELLS CREEK ° . - - - P 0O Ss& 9 P 2 
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1991 1991 
RESOURCE TOUNSHIP SALE SALE 
AREA SALE NAME QUARTER ACRES 11-40 
Uspquea Roman Hose Slvg §198-09N-SE 4 9 
Uspqua Herb Cluster 208-08N-W 1s1 is: @ 
Umpqua Windy 208-090-NE 114 114 
Unpqua Windy 208-090-SE 66 66 
Uspqua IP Reg. Johnson 208-09N- sw 2 2 
Umpqua Horthside 208-10N-NB i111 i111 
Uspqua Davidson Seg. 208-110-NE i i 
Uspqua Halfway Oxbow 218-00W-NE 74 74 
- Umpqua Clabber Creek 218-06"-NE 31 31 
Total 105 105 

Uspqua Clabber Creek 218-00w-Ww 24 s 
Uspqua IP Neg. Suck 218-09"-Ww 1 0 
Umpqua Greens Acres Slvg 228-070-HW 4 0 
Unpque Corner Sock 238-09"-1 77 77 
Unpqua Corner Sock 238-100-NE 14 14 
Tioga Batesen 6 Robin 258-00N-Ww 69 69 
Tioga Wren ‘H’ Doubt 258-120-sw sO 50 
Tioga Green Cedar 268-00N-SE 43 43 
Tioga Callehan 20 Cleanup26s-0eN-sw 102 102 
Tioga Pruin Salvage 268-100-198 is 0 
Tioga 17.4 Road Salvage 268-10N-mwW 2 0 
) Total 17 0 

Tioga Hoon Salvage 268-10W-sw 27 0 
Tioga 17.4 Road Salvage 268-10"-sw i 0 
Total 28 i) 

Tioga Wren ‘RN’ Doubt 268-120-NE 71 71 
Tioga Wren ‘NR’ Doubt 268-120-1w 46 a6 
Tioga Sky Blue 268-120-8S8 343 343 
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TOWNSHIP 1990 ‘1991 
QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
N/A - BCA 
1800 6 /s148 64 0 0 
1547 412 27 298 19 
2934 652 22 564 * 49 
2279 719 31 717 31 
18662 469 2S 358 19 
822 $42 66 $41 56 
4184 1238 30 1133 27 
2654 s 0 0 
u/A - BCA 
2497 1278 $1 1278 $1 
2041 1786S 63 08 60 
1045 714 68 700 67 
336 190 $7 101 30 
117 66 $7 16 14 
987 698 71 6SS 66 
723 381 $3 279 39 
N/A - BCA 
N/A ~ HCA 
3279 1810 55 1739 $3 P 
491 257 $2 211 43 3 
2923 2441 04 2098 72 
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JAN 36 1991 


Russell 5. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish aad 


Wildlife Service, 2600 $.8. 98th Ave., Suite 100 
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Please direct any specific questions or requests for edditicesl dats on this 
ecousultation peckage te the Area ‘asager for the Jepqua Resource Area, Coos 
Bay District office (FTS telephone 422-9227). 


S/\hirturt 2. Phase, 


Associate State Director 


ce: FWS, Regional Director 
t Bielogical Assesssent 
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06381 
BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
FY 1991 HALFWAY OXBOW TIMBER SALE 
Coos BAY DISTRICT 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
I. 





The Halfway Oxbow timber sale is one of 214 separate proposed timber harvest 
actions designed under the direction provided in the Bureau's Jamison Spotted 
Owl Conservation Strategy and the Management Guidelines for the Conservation 
of the Northern Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. These documents and 
maps with overlays were presented to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) in September 1990 for reference. Additional map overlays providing 
new information and updating that provided in the previous overlays are 
included in the overview document that transmitted this and other individual 
FY 1991 timber sale biclogical assessments from the Bureau to the Service 
for formal consultation. 


Tha purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and analyze the 
impact of the proposed Halfway Oxbow timber sale on any listad or proposed 
species pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The 
species to be addressed in this biological assessment is the northern spotted 
owl (Strix occidentalis caurina). No other T & E species will be affected 
by this proposed action. 
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This proposed timber sale is in compliance with Record of Decision on the 
South Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan issued on 04/28/83. This timber 
management plan remains in effect today while the district office develops 
a new, broader based Resource Management Plan (RMP). The RMP is scheduled 
to be implemented in October 1992. 


-I. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 


The proposed Halfway Oxbow timber sale is located within that portion of the 
coast range province that lies within the Umpqua Rescurce Area of the Coos 
Bay BIM district office. Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that 
displays the location of the proposed timber sale. The Coos Bay 
district administers approximately 120,689 acres of forest land within the 
Umpqua Resource Area, coast range province (appendix B, Table 3). 


Table 3 also shows that of the approximately 44,646 acres of the 120,689 
acres of forest land in the Umpqua Resource Area, coast range province, are 
over 80 years old. For purposes of this assessment, forest lands over 80 
years “f age vere considered as suitable habitat for spotted owls. This age 
group of forest stands is also the primary source of trees for harvest to 
meet the resource area's contribution to the district's annual timber harvest 


goal. 











The proposed action is to harvest 74 acres of suitable habitat (74 acres of 


014 growth forest) with an expected yield of approximately 4.5 MMBF of timber 
(refer to appendix B, table 2 for detailed information on this timber sale). 


In compliance with the Jamison Strategy, no green timber sales are proposed 
in Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs). 


There is 3 acres of road right-of-way construction involved in this timber 
sale. These acres are included as part of the proposed action. 
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eee DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the Halfway Oxbow 
timber sale is described in the South “oast-Curry Timber Management Plan, 
EIS for the District. NEPA compliance documents in the fcrm of individual 
environmental assessments are prepared annually. These environmental 
assessments will be revised, if necessary based on the outcome cf this 
biological assessment and/or after formal consultation. The affected 
environment hes also been described in ti following documents that have been 
previously shared with the Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assessment 
(February 1987) the formal consultations on the Bureau's Pre 318 and Section 
318 Timber Sale Programs (July 1990) and the Jamison Strategy and Management 
Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl (September 19°90). 


A. The Northern Spotted Owl 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the northern spotted 
owl and the major structural components of its primary habitat. The 
best scientific information on the spotted owl is cortained in the 
publication "Distribution and Biclogy of the Spotted Owl in Oregon," 
(Porsman 1987) and in the Interagency Scientific Committee (ISC) report 
entitied "A Conservation Strategy for the Northern Spotted Owl (Thomas 
1990). 





i. 
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The following research reperts, "Distribution and Biology of the Spotted 
Owl in Oregon” by Dr.Eric Forsman, and Appendix C of the ISC Report on 
Spotted Owls further describe spctted owl habitat use in the coast range 
province in which this timber sale is located. 


Suitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as forest land 
over 80 years old (see Appendix B, table 3). 


BLM's pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation documents and 
the Jamison Strategy's, maps and overlays, presented spotted owl data 
on distribution, occupancy and reproduction data for known owl sites on 
BLM lands and adjacent private lands in western Oregon... Appendix Cc 
updates spotted owl occupancy and reproduction collected during 
inventories and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. It also provides 
updated information on owl site occurrence and distribution and a display 
of suitable habitat distribution on BLM lands. There are no owl sites 
in the vicinity (radius) of the Halfway Oxbow sale. 


V. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 


A. 


Direct and Indirect Effects 


The proposed action will have an impact on the federally listed northern 


spotted owl or its habitat. 











1. 








Suitable Habitat 


The proposed Halfway Oxbow timber sale will remove 68 acres of 
suitable habitat from Bureau lands in the coast range province. This 
sale occurs in the soast range Area of Concern or any Area of 
Concern). The clear-cutting method of timber harvest will be used. 
This reduction of habitat equates to 0.03 % of the suitable habitat 
in the province overall and 0.15 % of the suitable habitat in that 
portion of the coast range province that lies in the Umpqua Resource 
Area. Refer to Appendix B, table 2 for effects of the sale on 
suitable habitat. 


No green timber sales are located in HCAs. Appendix B, Table 4 
summarizes the acreage of suitable habitat that is found on BLM lands 
within specific HCA(s) in the coast range province in which this 
timber sale is located. 


Impacts on Known Owl Sites 


This proposed sale action will impact no known owl sites based on 
the 1.5 mile radius for this province. For that portion of the coast 
range province in the Umpqua Resource Area it equates to 0 % of the 
pair sites and 0 % of the territorial singles. This sale would 
result in the incidental take of no pairs or territorial singles 
according to incidental take guidelines used by the Service. 














Owl surveys for this sale meet the sale survey protocol described 


in this~document. 


It is estimated that 75 % of the suitable spotted owl habitat in 
the Resource Area has been surveyed to date. 


Impacts on Dispersal Habitat 


With respect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the ISC to provide 
dispersal habitat, the proposed sale will have the following effects. 
The sale occurs within 1 quarter township. The acreage to be removed 
would drop the township from 30 % to 27 %. Refer to appendix D for 
speciic acreages for the quarter townships impacted. 
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Interrelated and Interdependent Actions 


Road construction activity will remove 3 acres of suitable spotted owl 
habitat. Loss of habitat from harvest of rights-of-way is included as 
part of the proposed action. 


As a result of the proposed action, the post harvest activities of slash 
disposal and tree planting could occur on approximately 74 acres. These 
actions will have negligible effects on spotted owl habitat. If it is 
determined that the slash disposal activity may present an adverse 
situation to a nesting pair(s) of owls or the young produced, timing 
restrictions will be instituted to reduce or eliminate the adverse 
effect. Although slash burning activities will reduce the amount of 
down woody material on the sale unit it is not expected to appreciably 
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affect the potential of the site to provide future habitat for prey 
species of the-owl. The slash burning targets “.e finer, lighter fuels 
and does not normally reduce the number of larger down woody pieces. 
These larger pieces would be carried over into the new forest stand to 
meet habitat requirements for selected prey species. 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial thinning 
and fertilization of the regrowing stand may occur. This action would 
not have any adverse impact as it would involve the treatment of non- 
habitat. This action may have some long term beneficial effect upon owl 
habitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and fertilization will 
be treated as a separate action and have been consulted upon informally. 


Cumulative Impacts 


There is no suitable habitat remaining on state or private lands in the 
vicinity of this sale and/or within the radius of any of the owl sites 
affected by the proposed action. 
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ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 


A. 
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Alternatives Considered . 


During the period covered iy this Biological Assessment, the Bureau 
considered and utilized many alternatives to avoid or reduce potential 
impact of timber sales on spotted owls and their habitat. 


Alternatives considered and implemented included locating timber sales 
only in areas where no owls were located, dropping sales or sale units, 
dropping sale units within the particular radius of any known owl sites 
for the specific province, partial cutting units instead of clearcutting 
and scheduling timber sales in unsuitable owl habitat. The Bureau has 
adopted the "Jamison Strategy" and has also reduced former cut levels 
in the western Oregon- from -1.176 btllion beard feet per year to 
approximately 750 million board feet in FY9¥:-* Some -of the specific 
modifications that the Bureau adopted during the preplanning development 
of the Halfway Oxbow timber sale to provide protection for spotted owls 
and suitable habitat include the,-forttling: Units #1 and #2 of the 
original sale plan were dropped from this sale. Leave 2.@ wildlife trees 
per acre and 40 cubic feet of down material per acre. 


Conservation Measures 

The Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines that are being adopted 
by the Bureau beginning with the FY 1991 timber sale plan varies from 
the ISC spotted owl plan/strategy in providing suitable habitat for 
spotted owls. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jamison Strategy 
incorporates all protection of suitable habitat in the ISC Committee's 
HCAs 1 through 4 and that which occurs on lands allocated for other 


resource values in the land use plans. 
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‘Additionally the Jamison Strategy maintains another 50,000 acres of 
suitable habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW Agreement Areas that 
were not part of the land use plan allocations or the ISC Strategy. The 
Jamison Strategy implements nearly all the ICS recommendations except 
full application of the 50-11-40 rule. 


Implementation of the Jamison Strategy in FY 1991 will reduce District 
harvest to 162 million board feet. This is a decrease from the approved 
annual allowable cut of 254 million board feet and also lower than the 
volume for the FY89 and FY90 set by the Section 318 harvest level of 390 
million board feet for the two year period. This results in a harvest 
reduction of approximately 92 million board feet annually. for FY91 and 
FY92 based on the approved annual allowable cut. 


Conservation measures implemented by BIM include the BLM/Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Spotted Owl Management Agreement signed 
in December 1987. In the agreement, BLM agreed to defer timber harvest 
around 110 spotted owl sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 acres 
of suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of these acres that are currently 
being protected are located outside of HCA categories 1-4. 


Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 1983 Timber 
Management Plans were designed to provide habitat diversity for the 
species of wildlife inhabiting older forests. Over 46,300 acres of 200 
plus year-old forests were (removed from the timber harvest base or 
placed on long rotation) to provide for a variety of species, including 
the spotted owl, bald eagle, other forest raptors and riparian zone 
protection. Some of these acres are now incorporated with other land 
use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 
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The Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to increase the number 
of “high prtority" spotted owl being protected by 12 sites. These new 
sites were selected in cooperation with the Service and Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife. The new spotted owl sites enhance the distribution 
network of protected sites and resulted in 22,800 acres of suitable 
spotted owl habitat being added to the 239,000 acres included in the 
BLM/ODFW Agreement to insure the continued existence of the owl on Bureau 
lands in western Cregon. The Bureau is committed to protecting these 
owl sites through FY 1992. At such time as tie spotted owl recovery plan 
is completed the Bureau will incerporate the applicable 
. recommendations/actions into future land management plan decisions. 


This sale has sales will have been inventoried using Bureau adopted 
protocol. A brief summary of the protocol used is as follows: 


The following is a summary of the protocol for surveying timber sales 
discussed and developed at the BIM Biologist meeting in February 1990. 
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To conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


Conduct 3 complete surveys (2 nighttime and 1 day survey) of 
the area in each of 2 years. If there is only time for 1 year 


of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


Occupancy surveys should be conducted between March 1 and July 
31, with at least 2 surveys before June 1. 


Wait a minimum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the sale area, 
unless it lies within 1 mile of a known owl site. 


If owls were encountered status (pair or single) will be 
determined by followup visits 


The reproductive status determination was given a high 
priority where pair status vas deternihed “i *feproductive 
status determination visits continued until August 31 in some 
districts. 


Contingency Plans 


All FY 1991 timber sales contracts will contain the following 
recently developed special provision: 
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Special Provision E-4 


The Purchaser shall immediately discontinue specified construction 
or timber harvesting operations upon written notice from the 


Contracting Officer that: 


(2) 


(2) 


threatened, or endangered plants or animals protected under 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, may be 
affected by the operation and a determination is made that 


consultation or reinitiation of consultation is required 


concerning the species prior to continuing operations or; 


federal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or State 
listed species protected under BIM Manual 6840 - Special 
Status Species Management - have been discovered and a 
determination is made that continued operations would affect 
the species or its habitat. 


Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt of written 
instructions and authorization by the Contracting Officer. 





In the event that operations are halted under the special 
provision £-4 the Bureau has several courses of action: 


a. Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) 
within the vicinity of an owl pair until it is documented 
that nesting or fledging is completed or that nesting vas 
not initiated or if initiated had failed. 


b. Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber sale 
by dropping a unit that is causing the "may affect". 


In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be 
written into the contract to seasonally restrict operations in 
those areas that are close (within a 0.5 mile) to owl nests or 
activity centers to avoid harassment of owls or their progeny. 
For example no burning would be allowed on any unit that is within 
a 0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair between the date nesting 
is confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year unless modified by 
the wildlife biologist. 


The Bureau will give strong consideration to adopting the 


Disturbance criteria process for determining if consultation is 
required. This is presently being drafted by the PNW Spotted Owl 
RDA - technical task group. 
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VI. BIOTOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 


It is the conclusion of this biological assessment that the FY91 proposed 
Halfway Oxbow timber sale may adversely affect the northern spotted owl. 
This conclusion is based on the fact that this sales will remove 68 acres 





of suitable habitat (80+ year old forest) and/or an additional 0 acres of 
forest not classified as suitable habitat but that may be dispersal habitat. 
These acres proposed for harvest also remove habitat in the coast range 


province. 


Forma. consultation is requested on this timber sale which contain units 
that “may adversely affect" the northern spotted owl. The Bureau will 
continue to initiate consultation on any timber sale where a listed species 
is involved and where the Bureau has discretionary authority. 
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‘ Sttachmenta/Documents 
l. Owaft cover/transmittal mesorandun 


2. Surface Management Map - vicinity map. 
- showing timber sale boundaries/units 
- affected owl sites 


3. Biological evaluations, as available 


i. Environmental Assessments - if available for individual timber sales. 


5. Other relevant documents - studies, research, etc. (e.g., density study area 
progress report) 
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To: Russell D. Petervon, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 2600 S.EZ. 98th Ave., Suite 1009 
Portland, Oregon 97266 


Fron: State Director, Bureau of Land Management 
Subject: Request for Pormal Consultation Pursuant to Section 7 of the Enc 


Act and 50 CFR 402.14 Concerning the FY 1991 
Halfway Oxbow Timber Sale. 











In accordance with Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
amended, the Oregon State Office, Bureau of Land Management (Bureau) quest. 
formal consultation on the FY 1991 Halfway Oxbow timber sale which may eff 
threatened or endangered species. 


The proposed action is the Halfway Oxbow timber sale which is located with 
that portion of the coast range province that lies within the Umpqua Resourc 
Area of the Coos Bay district office. This sale is located in Township 215 
Range 08W Sections 2, 10, and 11 (Refer to the vicinity map included in t! 
biological assessment). The timber sale will remove 74 acres of sui 
spotted owl habitat from Bureau lands in the coast range province in 


Oregon. 


47)? 








The proposed Halfway Oxbow timber sale was designed in conformance with the 
Bureau's direction provided by the Jamison Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy 
and the Managewent Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted owl 
FY 1991 through FY 1992. The location and impact of this FY 1991 timber sale 
was displayed on maps and overlays that were presented to the Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service) in September 1990. Additional map overlays are being 
transmitted to the Service in the FY91 consultation overview document based on 
informal consultation meetings held between the Bureau and the Service's 
Portland Field Office staff. These overlays display the current spotted owl 
distribution related to this timber sale and verified owl pair 

sites found in the province in which the sale occurs. 


We have analyzed the effects of the proposed Halfway Oxbow timber sale on 
proposed, threatened and endangered species that are known to occur in the 
vicinity of the timber sale. It is the conclusion of the attached biological 
assessment that this timber sale is likely to adversely affect the Northern 
Spotted owl or its habitat. Therefore, we request that the Service initiate 
formal consultation on the Halfway Oxbow timber sale. 


Please direct any specific questions or requests for additional data on this 
consultation package to the Area Manager for the Umpqua Resource Area. Coos 
Bay district office (FTS telephone 422-9227). 


cc: FWS, Regional Director SEP WT je: 
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1991 1991 TOWNSHIP 1990 

RBESOURCE TOWNSHIP  § SALE SALE | QUARTER 11-40 1990 
AREA 0=—s«GARLE ANT quarter | acngs 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT 

Umpqua Roman Bose Silvg 198-090-8B “4 0 N/A - BCA 
Umpqua Herb Cluster 208-06N-ww 1$1 a6 1800 a6 3 
Unpqua Windy 208-090-NE 114 114 1847 412 27 
Gapque Windy 208-090-SB 66 68 2934 682 22 
Unpqua IP Beg. Johneon 208-09- SW 2 2 2279 719 31 
Unpqua Rortheide 208- 100-NE i111 113 18662 469 2s 
Unpqua Davidson Neg. 208-110-NB i i 822 $42 66 
Umpqua Balfway Oxbow 218-O00N-NE 74 74 4184 8= 1238 30 
Unpqua Clabber Creek 218-00W-NE 31 31 

Totel 105 10S 
Uapqua Clebber Creek 218-00N-1w 24 s 2684 5 
Unpqua IP Beg. Buck 218-09N-HW 1 0 N/A - HCA 
Uupque Greens Acres Slvg 228-070-W 4 0 2497 1278 $1 
Unpque Corner Sock 238-O9N—Hw 77 77 2041 1786S 63 
Gupqua Coener Sock 238-100-28 14 14 1045 714 68 
Ticge Setemen 6 Robina 256-00N-—ew 69 69 336 190 $7 
Tiege Wren °R’ Doubt 288-120-6W so 50 117 66 87 
Tioga Green Cedar 268-00N-SE 43 43 967 698 71 
Ticge Callehen 20 Cleanup26s-06N-sw 102 102 723 361 $3 
Tioge Preis Selvege 260-10N-Ww is 0 N/A - BCA 
Tioga 17.4 Read Salvege 268-10N-mW 2 0 

Totel 17 0 
Tiega Neca Salvege 268-10¥-swW 27 0 n/A - HCA 
Ticgze 27.4 Roed Salvege 266-100-sw i 0 

Totel 28 0 
Tioga Wren *H’ Doubt 24r-t2eg- | 71 71 3279 1810 SS 
Tioga Ween “N’ Doubt “= [an 46 46 491 287 $2 
Tioga Sky Slve i¢S-ice-Se , 0 634343 2923 2441 64 
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SUMMARY OF SPOTTED OWL 


BLM--COOS BAY DISTRICT 
02 JANUARY 1991 


APPENDIX Cc. 
OCCUPANCY AND REPRODUCTION, 1985-1990 
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coos SAY BisTRICT 
_ 1991 1991 TOmNSaIP 1990 
SBS0URCS TOMNSHIP ,SALB SALE QUARTER 11-40 1990 
AREA GALE RAE QUARTER ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT 
Gupque 98-090-SE a 0 B/A - BCA 
Gapyse Serb Cluster isi (Fee 1900s /* ‘es | 
Gupqua Windy 114 144 1847 412 27 
Gupquea Windy 6e 38 2934 6$2 22 
Gapqeea IP Beg. Johneca 2 2 2279 719 31 
Gapque Rorctheids 111 111 1862 469 2s 
Gupqua Devidsca Seg. i i 822 $42 66 
Umpqua Balfway Oxbow 74 74 4184 1238 30 
Gupyues Clabber Creek 31 31 
105 105 
Uapqua Clabber Creek 24 5 2654 5 
Unpquee IP Beg. Buck i 0 B/A - HCA 
Gupqua Greens Acres Slvg 2258-070-HW a C] 2497 1278 $1 
Unpque Corre: Sock 238-09"-WH 77 77 28641 178s 63 
Gmpqu: Corser Sock 238-100-"E 14 14 1045 714 68 
Ticga Setemen 6 Robina 258-0eU-ww 69 89 336 190 $7 
Tioga Wren *R’ Doubt 2S8-120-sw so $0 117 66 $7 
Ticge Green Coder 260-000-SE 43 43 967 696 71 
Tiega Callehen 20 Cleanup?6s-0eu-su 102 «= «102 723 381 $3 
Ticge Prein Salvege 266-100-—" is 0 B/A - HCA 
Tiocge 2 0 
17 i] 
Ticga Moca Salvage  268-10"-sw 27 0 B/A - HCA 
Tioga 17.4 Roed Salvage 268-100-sw i 0 
Total 28 Oo 
Tioga Wren ‘RH’ Doubt 2668-120-WB 71 71 3279 1810 ss 
Tioga Wren *R* Doubt 268-120-Ww 46 46 491 237 $2 
Tioge Sky Blve 266-120-SE 343 343 2923 2441 64 
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Sussell 0D. Petersen, Field Supervieer, 0.3. Fisk ead 


Wildlife Service, 2600 S.E. 98th Ave., Suite 100 
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assessment thet this ticber sale is likely to edversely affect the ‘lorthern 
Spotted owl or its habitat. Therefore, we request that the Service fnitiste 
fornal consultation on the Clabber Creek tisber sale. 

Please direct any specific questions or requests for additional data on this 


consultation package to the Area Manager for the Umpqus Resource Area, Coos 
Bay District office (FTS telephone 422-9227). 


Wht b. thunsry YE 


W@elote State Director 


Attachment: Siclogical Assesenent 
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BIOLOGICAL a. "Era FOR 3 


FY 1991 CLABBER CREE: ..°'2:% . 
coos BAY DISTRICT 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 


INTRODUCTION 


The Clabber Creek timber sale is one of 214 separate proposed tinber 
harvest actions designed under the direction provided in the Bureau's Jamison 
Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy and the Management Guidelines for the 
Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. These 
documents and maps with overlays were presented to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service) in September 1990 for reference. Additional map overlays 
providing new information and updating that provided in the previous overlays 
are included in the overview document that transmitted this and other 


indivi.aal FY 1991 timber sale biological assessments from the Bureau to the 


Service for formal consultation. 


The purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and analyze the 
impact of the proposed Clabber Creek timber sale on any listed or proposed 
species pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The 
species to be addressed in this biological assessment is the northern spotted 


owl (Strix occidentalis caurina). No other T & E species will be affected 
by this proposed action. 
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This proposed timber sale is in compliance with Record of Decision on the 
South Coast-Curty Timber Management Plan issued on 04/28/83. This timber 
management plan remains in effect today while the district office develops 
a new, broader based Resource Management Plan (RMP). The RMP is scheduled 
to be implemented in October 1992. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 


The proposed Clabber Creek timber sale is located within that portion of the 
coast range province that lies within the Umpqua Resource Area of the Coos 
Bay BIM district office. Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that 
displays the location of the proposed timber sale. The Coos Bay . 

district administers approximately 120,689 acres of forest land within the 


Umpqua Resource Area, coast range province (appendix B, Table 3). 


Table 3 also shows that of the approximately 44,646 acres of the 120,689 
acres of forest land in the Umpqua Resource Area, coast range province, are 


over 80 years old. For purposes of this assessment, forest lands over 80 
years of age were considered as suitable habitat for spotted owls. This age 
group of forest stands is also the primary source of trees for harvest to 


meet the resource area's contribution to the district's annual timber harvest 


goal. 
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The proposed action is to harvest 55 acres of suitable habitat (25 acres of 
mature and 30 “acres of old growth forest) with an expected yield of 
approximately 2.6 MMBF of timber (refer to appendix B, table 2 for detailed 
information on this timber sale). 


In compliance with the Jamison Strategy, no green timber sales are proposed 
in Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs). 


There is no road right-of-way construction that involves suitable habitat 


in this timber sale. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the Clabber Creek 
timber sale is described in the South Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan, 
EIS for the District. NEPA compliance documents in the form of individual 
environmental assessments are prepared annually. These environmental 
assessments will be revised, if necessary based on the outcome of this 
biological assessment and/or after formal consultation. The affected 
environment has also been described in the following documents that have been 
previously shared with the Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assessment 
(February 1987) the formal consult .<ions on the Bureau's Pre 318 and Section ° 
318 Timber Sale Programs (July 1990) and the Jamison Strategy and Management 
Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl (September 1990). 


A. The Northern Spotted Owl 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the northern spotted 
owl and the major structural components of its primary habitat. The 
best scientific information on the spotted owl is contained in the 
publication "Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Owl in Oregon," 
(Forsman 1987) and in the Interagency Scientific Committee (ISC) report 
entitled "A Conservation Strategy for the Northern Spotted Owl (Thomas 


1990). 





The following research reports, “Distribution and Biology of the Spotted 
Owl in oregun” by Dr.Eric Forsman, and Appendix C of the ISC Report on 
Spotted Owls further describe spotted owl habitat use in the coast range 
province in which this timber sale is located. 


Suitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as forest land 


over 80 years old (see Appendix B, tables 3). 


BLM's pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation documents and 
the Jamison Strategy's, maps and overlays, presented spotted owl data 
on distribution, occupancy and reproduction data for known owl sites cn 
BLM lands and adjacent private lands in western Oregon. Appendix Cc 
updates spotted owl occupancy and reproduction collected during 
inventories and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. It also provides 
updated information on owl site occurrence and distribution and a display 
of suitable habitat distribution on BLM lands. There are no owl sites 
in the vicinity (radius) of the Clabber Creek sale. 


VY. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 


A. 


Direct and Indirect Effects 


The proposed action will have an impact on the federally listed northern 
spotted owl or its habitat. 
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Suitable Habitat 


The proposed Clabber Creek timber sale will remove 55 acres of 
suitable habitat from Bureau lands in the coast range province. This 
sale occurs in the coast range Area of Concern. The clear-cutting 
method of timber harvest will be used. This reduction of habitat 
equates to .02% of the suitable habitat in the province overall and 
-12% of the suitable habitat in that portion of the coast range 
province that lies in the Umpqua Resource Area. Refer to Appendix 
B, table 2 for effects of the sale on suitable habitat. 


No green timber sales are located in HCAs. Appendix B, Table 4 
summarizes the acreage of suitable habitat that is found on BLM lar“< 
within specific HCA(s) in the coast range province in whic:. 
timber sale is located. 


Impacts on Known Ow] Sites 


This proposed sale action will impact no known owl sites based on 
the. mile radius for this province. For that portion of the coast 
range province in the Umpqua Resource Area it equates to 0 % of the 
pair sites and 0 % of the territorial singles. This sale would 
result in the incidental take of no pairs or territorial singles 
according to incidental take guidelines used by the Service. Owl 


surveys for this sale meet the sale survey protocol described in this 


document. 
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It is estimated that 75% of the suitable spotted owl habitat in the 
Resource Area has been surveyed to date. 


3. Impacts on Dispersal Habitat. 


With respect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the ISC to provide 
dispersal habitat, the proposed sale will have the following effects: 
The sale occurs within 2 quarter townships. The acreage to be removed 
in T21S-ROSW-NE will drop the township from 30% to 29%. Refer to 
appendix D for specificx acreages for the quartwer townships impacted. 


Interrelated and Interdependent Actions 


Road construction activity will remove 0 acres of suitable spotted owl 
habitat. Loss of habitat from harvest of rights-of-way is included as 
part of the proposed action (See Appendix B Table 2). 


As a result of the proposed action, the post harvest activities of slash 


disposal and tree planting could occur on approximately 55 acres. These 


actions will have negligible effects on spotted owl habitat. If it is 
determined that the slash disposal activity may present an adverse 
situation to a nesting pair(s) of owls or the young produced, timing 
restrictions will be instituted to reduce or eliminate the a“erse 
effect. Although slash burning activities will reduce the amount of 
down woody material on the sale unit it is not expected to appreciably. 
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affect the potential of the site to provide future habitat for prey 
species of the owl. The slash burning targets the finer, lighter fuels 
and does not normally reduce the number of larger down woody pieces. 
These larger pieces would be carried over into the new forest stand to 
meet habitat requirements for selected prey species. 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial thinning 
and fertilization of the regrowing stand may occur. This action would 
not have any adverse impact as it would involve the treatment of non- 
habitat. This action may have some long term beneficial effect upon owl 
habitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and fertilization will 


be treated as a separate action and have been consulted upon informally. 


Cumulative Impacts 


There is no suitable habitat remaining on state or private lands in the 
vicinity of this sale and/or within the radius of any of the owl sites 
affected by the proposed action. 
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A. Alternatives Considered 


During the period covered by this Biological Assessment, the 3ureau 
considered and utilized many alternatives to avoid or reduce potential 
impact of timber sales on spotted owls and their habitat. 
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Alternatives considered and implemented included locating timber sales 
only in areas where no owls were located, dropping sales or sale units, 
dropping sale units within the particular radius of any known owl sites 
for the specific province, partial cutting units instead of clearcutting 
and scheduling timber sales in unsuitable owl habitat. The Bureau has 
adopted the “Jamison Strategy" and has also reduced former cut levels 
in the western Oregon from 1.176 billion board feet per year to 
approximately 750 million board feet in Fr91. ‘e Sone of the specific 
modifications that the Bureau adopted during the preplanning development 
of the Clabber Creek timber sale to provide protection for spotted owls 
and suitable habitat include the following: Leave 2.0 wildlife trees per 
acre. Leave 40 cu. ft. of down material per acre. The original units 


1 and 2 were withdrawn from the proposed sale because of their proximity 
to owl pairs. | 


Conservation Measures 

The Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines that are being adopted 
by the Bureau beginning with the FY 1991 timber sale plan varies from 
the Isc spotted owl Sian/strategy in providing suitable habitat for 
spotted owls. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jamison Strategy 
incorporates all protection of suitable habitat in the ISC Committee's 
HCAs 1 through 4 and that shich occurs on lands allocated for other 


resource values in the land use plans. 


Additionally the Jamison Strategy maintains another 50,000 acres of 
suitable habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW Agreement Areas that 
were not part of the land use plan allocations or the ISC Strategy. The 
Jamison Strategy implements nearly all the ICS recommendations except 


full application of the 50-11-40 rule. 
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Implementation of the Jamison Strategy in FY 1991 will reduce District 
harvest to I82 million board feet. This is a decrease from the approved 
annual allowable cut of 254 million board feet and also lower than the 
volume for the FY89 and FY90 set by the Section 318 harvest level of 390 
million board feet for the two year period. This results in a harvest 
reduction of approximately 92 million board feet annually for FY91 and 
FY92 based on the approved annual allowable cut. 


Conservation measures implemented by BIM include the BSLM/Orecgon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Spotted Owl Management Agreement sicned 
in December 1987. In the agreement, BLM agreed to defer timber harvest 
around 110 spotted owl sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 acres 
of suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of these acres thst are currently 


being protected are located outside of HCA categories 1-4. 


Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 1983 Timber 
Management Plans were designed to provide habitat diversity for the 
species of wildlife inhabiting older forests. Over 46,300 acres of 20° 
plus year-old forests were (removed from the timber harvest base or 
placed on long rotation) to provide for a variety of .vecies, including 
the spotted owl, bald eagle, other forest raptors and riparian zone 
protecticn. Some of these acres are now incorporated with other land 


use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 


£99 








The Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to increase the number 


of “high priority” spotted owl being protected by 12 sites. These new 
sites vere selected in cooperation with the Service and Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife. The new spotted owl sites enhance the distribution 
network of protected sites and resulted in 22,800 acres of suitable 
spotted owl habitat being added to the 239,000 acres included in the 
BLM/ODFW Agreement to insure the continued existence of the owl on Bureau 
lands in western Orecon. Th. Bureau is committed to protecting these 
owl sites through FY 1992. At such time as the spotted owl recovery 
plan is completed the Bureau will incorporate the applicable 
recommendations/actions into future land management plan decisions. 


This sale has been inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol. A brief 
summary of the protocol used is as follows: 


The following is a summary of the protocol for surveying timber sales 
discussed and developed at the BLM Biclogist meeting in February 1990. 
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To conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


Conduct 3 complete surveys (2 nighttime and 1 day survey) of 
the area in each of 2 years. If there is only time for 1 year 


of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


Occupancy surveys should be conducted between March 1 and 
July 31, with at least 2 surveys before June 1. 


Wait a minimum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the sale 
area, unless it lies within 1 mile of a known owl site. 


If owls were encountered status (pair or single) will be 
determined by followup visits 


The reproductive status determination was given a high 
priority where pair status was determined the reproductive 
status determination visits continued until August 31 in some 
districts. 


Contingency Plans 


All FY 1991 timber sales contracts will contain the following 
recently developed special provision: 
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Special Provision E-4 


The Purchaser shall immediately discontinue specified const:ruction 


or timber harvesting operations upon written notice from the 


Contracting Officer that: 


(1) 


(2) 


threatened, or endangered plants or animals protected under 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, may be 
affected by the operation and a determination is made that 
consultation or reinitiation of consultation is required 


concerning the species prior to continuing operations or; 


federal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or State 
listed species protected under BLM Manual 6840 - Special 
Status Species Management - have been discovered and a 
determination is made that continued operations would affect 


the species or its habitat. 


Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt of written 
instructions and authorization by the Contracting Officer. 
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In the event that operations are halted under the special 





provision E-4 the Bureau has several courses of action: 


a. Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) 
within the vicinity of an owl pair until it is documented 
that nesting or fledging is completed or that nesting was 
not initiated or if initiated had failed. 


b. Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber sale 


by dropping a unit that is causing the “may affect". 


In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be 
written into the contract to seasonally restrict operations in 
those areas that are close (within a 0.5 mile) to owl nests or 
activity centers to avoid harassment of owls = their progeny. 
For example no burning would be allowed on seny unit that is within 
a 0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair between the date nesting 
is confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year unless modified by 
‘the wildlife biologist. 


The Buveau will give strong consideration to adopting the 
Disturbance criteria process for determining if consultation is 
required that are presently being drafted by the PNW Spotted Owl 
RDA - technical task group. | 
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"I. BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 


It is the conclusion of this biological assessment that the FY91l1 proposed 
Clabber Creek timber sale may adversely affect the northern spotted owl. 
This conclusion is based on the fact that this sales will remove 55 acres 
of suitable habitat (80+ year oli forest) and/or an additional 0 acres of 
forest not classified as suitable habitat but that may be dispersal habitat. 
These acres proposed for harvest also remove habitat in the coast range 


province. 


Formal consultation is requested on this timber sale which contain units 
that “may adversely affect" the northern spotted owl. The Bureau will 
continue to initiate consultation on any timber sale where a listed species 
is involved and where the Bureau has discretionary authority. 
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b. 


Draft cover/transmittal memorandum 


Surface Management Map - vicinity map. 
- showing timber sale boundaries/units 


- affected owl sites 


Biological evaluations, as available 


Environmental Assessments - if available for individual timber sales. 


Other relevant documents - studies, research, etc. (e.g., density study area 
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6842.1 (932) 


Memorandun 


To: Russell D. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 2600 S.E. 98th Ave., Suite 100 
Portland, Oregon 97266 
From: State Director, Bureau of Land Management 
Subject: Request for Formal Consultation Pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act and 50 CFR 402.14 Concerning the FY 1991 
Clabber Creek Timber Sale. 
In accordance with Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 as 
amended, the Oregon State Office, Bureau of Land Management (Bureau) requests 


formal consultation on the FY 1991 Clabber Creek timber sale which may effect 
threatened or endangered species. 


The proposed action is the Clabber Creek timber sale which is located within 
that portion of the coast range province that lies within the Umpqua Resource 
Area of the Coos Bay district office. This sale is located in Township 21S 
Range oaw Sections 1 & 9 (Refer to the vicinity map included in this biological 
assessment). The timber sale will remove 55 acres of suitable spotted owl 


habitat from Bureau lands in the coast range province in Western Oregon. 


OS 














———_— 
. 


The proposed Clabber Creek timber sale was designed in conformance with the 
‘Deutitia*’ direction provided by the Jamison Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy 
and the Management-Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted owl 
FY 1991 through FY 1992. The location and impact of this FY 1991 timber sale 
was displayed on maps and overlays that were presented to the Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service) in September 1990. Additional map overlays are being 
transmitted to the Service in the FY91 consultation overview document based on 
informal consultation meetings held between the F:reau and the Service's 
Portland Field Office staff. These overlays display the current spotted owl 
distribution related to this timber sale and verified owl pair 


sites found in the province in which the sale occurs. 


We have analyzed the effects of the proposed Clabber Creek timber sale on 
proposed, threatened and endangered species that are known to occur in the 
vicinity of the timber sale. It is the conclusion of the attached biological 
assessment that this timber sale is likely to adversely affect the Northern 
Spotted owl or its habitat. Therefore, we request that the Service initiate 


formal consultation on the Clabber Creek timber sale. 


Please direct any specific questions or requests for additional data on this 
consultation package to the Area Manager for the Umpqua Resource Area. Coos 
Bay district office (FTS telephone 422-9227). 


cc: FWS, Regional Director 


Attachments: Biological Assessment 
Other Relevant Documents 
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Coos BAY D: tICcT 
we ene - 1991 1991 TOWNSHIP 1990 
RESOURCE TOWNSHIP . SALB SALE QUARTER 11-40 1990 
AREA SAL HAME QUARTER ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT 
Umpqua Roman Nose Slvg 198-09W-SE 4 0 N/A - HCA 
Umpqua Merb Cluster 208-08w-nW isi S46 1800S “46 et 
Umpqua Windy 208-O09W-NE 114 114 1847 412 27 
Umpqua Windy 208-09W-SE 86 66 2934 652 22 
Umpqua IP Reg. Johnson 208-09W-sSW 2 2 2279 719 31 
Umpqua Northside 208-10W-NE 111 111 1862 469 25 
epqua Davidson Neg. 208-11W-NE 1 1 822 $42 66 
Umpqua Halfway Oxbow 218-O6W-NE 74 74 4164 1238 30 
Umpqua Clabber Creek 218-O08W-NE 31 31 
Total 10S 105 
Umpqua Clabber Creek 218-O08W-twW 24 5 2654 5 
, Umpqua IP Neg. Buck 218-O9W-NW i 0 N/A - HCA 
‘Umpqua Greens Acres Slvg 228-07¥-NW 4 0 2497 1278 51 
Umpqua Corner Sock 238-09W-NW 77 77 2641 1785 63 
Umpqua Corner Sock 23S-10W-NE 24 14 1045 714 68 
Tioga Bateman 6 Robin 258-O6W-NW 69 89 336 190 $7 
Tioga Wren °N’ Doubt 258-12W-swW 50 50 117 66 57 
Tioga Green Cedar 268-O08W-SE 43 43 987 698 71 
Tioga Callahan 20 Cleanup26s-08wW-swW 102 102 723 381 53 
Tioga Fruin Salvage 268-10W-NW is 0 N/A - HCA 
Tioga 17.4 Road Salvage 265-10W-NW 2 0 
Totel 17 0 
Tioga Moon Salvage 26S-10W-SW 27 0 N/A - HCA 
Tioga’ 17.4 Road Salvage 268-10W-SW 1 0 
Total 28 0 
Tioga Wren ‘N‘’ Doubt 26S-12W-NE 71 71 3279 1810 55 
Tioga Wren ‘N’ Doubt 26S-12W-NW 46 46 491 257 52 
Tioga Sky Blue 26S-12W-SE 343 343 2923 2441 a4 








1991 
11-40 1991 
ACRES PERCENT 
0 0 
296 19 
564 * 19 
717 31 
356 19 
541 66 
1133 27 
0 0 
1278 $1 
1708 60 
700 67 
101 30 
16 14 
655 66 
279 39 
1739 53 
211 43 
2098 72 








‘United States Department of the Interior 





BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
OREGON STATE OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 2965 (1300 N.E. 44th Avenue) 
PORTLAND, OREGON 97208 IN REPLY REFER TO 
6842.1 (932) 
FEB 07 199) 

Memorandun 
To: Russell D. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and 


Wildlife Service, 2600 S.E. 98th Ave., Suite 100 
Portland, Oregon 97266 


Fron: State Director, Bureau of Land Management 


Subject: Request for Formal Cor sultation Pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangerec 
Species Act and 50 CFR 402.14 Concerning the FY 1991 
Last Yankee Timber Sale. 


In accordance with Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 as 
amended, the Oregon State Office, Bureau of Land Management (Bureau) request: 
formal consultation on the FY 1991 Last Yankee timber sale which may affect 


threatened or endangered species. 


The , action is the Last Yankee timber sale which is located within that 
portion of the Coast Range province that lies within the Tioga resource area of 
the Coos Bay district office. This sale is located in Township 27S Range 11) 
Sections 17 and 19 (Refer to the vicinity map in Attachment 2 of the biologica) 
assessment). The timber sale would remove 56 acres of suitable spotted ow) 
habitat from Bureau lands in the Coast Range province in Western Oregon. 


The proposed Last Yankee timber sale was designed in conformance with the 
Bureau's direction provided by the Jamison Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy anc 
the Management Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl Fi 
1991 through FY 1992. The location and impact of this FY 1991 timber sale was 
displayed on maps and overlays that were presented to the Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service) in September 1990. Additional map overlays are beinc 
transmitted to the Service in tha FY91 consultation overview document based or 
informal consultation meetings held between the Bureau and the Service's Portlanc 
Field Office staff. These overlays display the current spotted owl distributior 
related to this timber sale and verified owl pair sites found in the province 
in which the sale occurs. : 


We have analyzed the effects of the proposed Last Yankee timber sale on proposed, 
threatened and endangered species that are known to occur in the vicinity of the 
timber sale. It is the conclusion of the attached biological assessment that 
this timber sale is likely to adversely affect the Northern Spotted owl or its 
habitat. Therefore, we request that the Service initiate formal consultatio: 
on the Last Yankee timber sale. 
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Please direct any specific questions or requests for additional data on this 
consultation to the Area Manager for the Tioga Resource Area. Coos Bay 


district office (FTS telephone 422-9246) . 


cc: FWS, Regional Director . 
Attachments: Biological Assessment Pha F 


Other Relevant Documents 








06381 
BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
FY 1991 LAST YANKEE TIMBER SALE 
Coos BAY DISTRICT 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
I. INTRODUCTION 


aiie Lao. Yorkcc *iester sale is one of 214 separate proposed tinker=tvervess— 


sc“ ions designed under the direction provided in the Bureau's Jamison Spotted 
Owl Conservation Strategy and the Management Guidelines for the Conservation 
of the Northern Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. These documents and 
maps with overlays were presented to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) in September 1990 for reference. Additional map overlays providing 
new information and updating that provided in the previous overlays are 
included in the overview document that transmitted this and other individual 
FY 1991 timber sale biological assessments from the Bureau to the Service 


for formal consultation. 


The purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and analyze the 
impact of the proposed Last Yankee timber sale on any listed or proposed 
species pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The 
species to be addressed in this biological assessment is the northern spotted 


owl (Strix occidentalis caurina). No other federally listed species will 
be affected. 
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This proposed timber sale is in compliance with the Rerord of Decision on 
the South Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan issued’ in April 28, 1983. This 
timber management plan remains in effect today while the district office 
develops a new, broader based Resource Management Plan (RMP). The RMP is 
scheduled to be implemented in October 1992. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 


The proposed Last Yankee timber sale is locaTUG"Wi<hen’ hat fst tion” dr tiie 
Coast Range province that lies within the Tioga resource area of the Coos 
Bay BIM district office. Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that 
disp*sys the location of the proposed timber sale. The Coos Bay district 
administers approximately 100,913 acres of forest land within the Tioga 
resource area, Coast Range province (appendix B, Table 3). 


Table 3 also shows that the timber stands on approximately 35,395 acres of 
the 100,913 acres of forest land in the Tioga resource area Coast Range 
province are over 80 years old. For purposes of this assessment, timber 
stands over 80 years of age were considered as suitable habitat for spotted 
owls. This age group of forest stands is also the primary source of trees 
for harvest to meet the resource area's contribution to the district's annual 
timber harvest goal. 


The proposed action is to harvest approximately 56 acres of suitable habitat 


(22 acres of mature and 34 acres of old growth forest) with an expected yield 
of approximately 2800 MBF of timber (refer to appendix B, table 2 for 


a 





Getailed information on this timber sale). In compliance with the Jamison 


Strategy, no green timber sales are proposed in Habitat Conservation Areas 
(BCAs). Therg@ is no new road right-of-way construction involving mature 
timber in this timber sale. 


‘II.. DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the Last Yankee 
timber sale is described in the South Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan, 
EIS forcshorSistiréstco~-WE?..csepliiarce documents in the form of individual 
environmental assessments are prepared annually. These environmental 
assessments will be revised, if necessary based on the outcome of this 
biological assessment and/or after formal consultation. The affected 
environment has also been described in the following documents that have been 
previously shared with the Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assessment 
(February 1987) the formal consultations on the Bureau's Pre 318 and Section 
318 Timber Sale Programs (July 1990) and the Jamison Strategy and Management 
Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl (September 1990). 


A. The Northern Spotted Owl 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the northern spotted 
owl and the major structural components of its primary habitat. The best 
scientific information on the spotted owl is contained in the publication 
"Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Owl in Oregon," (Forsman 1987) 
and in the Interagency Scientific Committee (ISC) report entitled "A 
Conservation Strategy for the Northern Spotted Owl" (Thomas 1990). 
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The following research report, "Spotted Owl Home Range and Habitat Use 
in Southern Oregon Coast Ranges" (Carey. Reid and Horton 1990), further 


@escribe spotted owl habitat use in the Coast Range province in ‘which 
this timber sale is located. 


Suitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as forest stands 
over 80 years old (see Appendix B, table 3). 


BLM's pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation documents and 


Tees -geetthoclamiccn Cirategy's maps and overlays, presented spot ted*wemaztaner 


distribution, occupancy and reproduction data for known owl sites on 
BIM lands and adjacent private lands in Western Oregon. Appendix c 
updates spotted owl occupancy and reproduction collected during 
inventories and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. The map overlays 
provide updated information on owl site occurrence and distribution and 
a display of suitable habitat distribution on BLM lands. The information 
on the specific owl sites located within the vicinity of the Last Yankee 
timber sale is highlighted in Appendix B, table 1 and the Jamison Plan 
Strategy overlay maps and vicinity maps. 


IV. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 


Direct and Indirect Effects 


The proposed action wil’ not impact the bald eagle or the American 
peregrine falcon. There are no known nesting locations or documented 


sightings in the vicinity of the proposed sale. However, the proposed 
action may affect the federally listed northern spotted owl. 
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Suitable Habitat 


The proposed Last Yankee timber sale will remove approximately 56 
acres of suitable habitat from Bureau lands in the Coast Range 
province. This sale occurs in the Coast Range Area of Concern. The 
clearcut method of timber harvest will be used. This reduction of 
habitat equates to 0.02% of the suitable habitat in the province 
overall and 0.16% of the suitable habitat in that portion of the 
Coast Range province that lies in the Tioga Resource Area. Refer 
to Appendix B, tower @rie we 4 Acces ott th geile on suitable habitat. 


No green timber sales are located in HCAs. Appendix B, Table 4 
summarizes the acreage of suitable habitat that is found on BLM lands 
within specific HCA(s) in the Coast Range province in which this 
timber sale is located. 


Impacts on Known Owl Sites 


Thig proposed sale action will not impact any known owl sites based 
on the 1.5 mile radius for this province. This sale would not result 
in the incidental take of any pairs or singles according to 
incidental .ake guidelines used by the Service. Information on the 
individual sites and their status under the standards pre and post 
harvest are shown in table 1. Owl surveys for this sale met the sale 
survey protocol described on page 10 of this document. It is 
estimated that 90% of the suitable spotted owl habitat in the 
Resource Area has been surveyed to date. 

















3. Impacts on Dispersal Habitat 

with rdspect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the ISC to provide 
dispersal habitat, the proposed sale will have the following effects. 
The sale occurs within two quarter township. The acreage to be 
removed would drop the 28S-11W NW quarter township from 28% to 26% 
and the 285-11W SW quarter township from 31% to 29%. Refer to 


appendix D for specific acreages for the quarter townships impacted. 
Interwc£sted 2042 -Prtericpendcart Actions 


Road construction activity would not remove any suitable spotted owl 
habitat. As a result of the proposed action, the post harvest activities 
of slash disposal and tree planting could occur on approximately 56 
acres. These actions will have negligible effects on spotted ow! 
habitat. If it is determined that the slash disposal activity 

present an adverse situation to a nesting pair(s) of owls or the young 
produced, timing restrictions will be instituted to reduce or eliminate 
the adverse effect. Although slash burning activities will educe the 
amount of down woody material on the sale unit it is not expected to 
appreciably affect the potential of the site to provide future habitat 
for prey species of the owl. The slash burning targets the finer, 
lighter fuels and does not normally reduce the number of larger down 
woody pieces. These larger pieces would be carried over into the new 


forest stand to meet habitat requirements for selected prey species. 








Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial thinning 
ams fertilization of the regrowing stand may occur. This action would 
me have any adverse impact as it would invoive ghe treatment of non- 
Rebitat. This action may have some long term beneficial effect upon owl 
Rebitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and fertilization will 
be treated as a separate action and have been consulted upon informally. 


C. Cummlative Impacts 


There are 20 acres of suitable habitat on privgig.iembriiuin tie sectigr 
of land where the proposed action is located and those private section: 
a@joining the section where the action is proposed. This represent: 
3.78 of the total habitat available prior to the proposed action. 

tetal of 8718 acres surrounding this sale were evaluated for suitab) 
habitat. A check of the ODF permit applications indicated that no pla: 
to harvest these private lands were on file as of January 15, 1991. 


V. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
A. Alternatives Considered 


During the period covered by this Biological Assessment, the Bur 
considered and utilized many alternatives to avoid or reduce potent 
impact of timber sales on s; \tted owls and their habitat. Alternat. 
considered and impleranted included locating timber sales only ina 
where no owls were located, dropping sales or sale units, dropping 
units within the par-icular radius of any known owl sites for 
specific province, partial cutting units instead of clearcutting 
scheduling timber sales in unsuitable owl Mabitat. The Bureav 
stented the “Jamison Strategy" and 5 also reduced former cut le 
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in western Oregon from 1.176 billion board feet per year to approximately 
750 million board feet in FY91. Some of the specific modifications that 
the Bureau adopted during the preplanning development of the Last Yarkee 
timber sale to provide protection for spotted owls and suitable habitat 
include the following: locating the planned units of the Last Yankee 
sale outside the HCA and outside the radius of any known owl sites. 


Conservation Measures 

The Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines that are being adopted 
by the Bureau beginnéscs-—with -<he FY .299::tinbar-sale plan varies fros 
the ISC spotted owl plan/strategy in providing suitable habitat for 
spotted owls. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jamison Strategy 
incorporates all protection of suitable habitat in the ISC Committee'< 
HCAs i through 4 and that which occurs on lands allocated for othe: 
resource values in the land use plans. 


Additionally the Jamison Strategy maintains enother 50,000 acres of 
suitable habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW Agreement Areas that 
were not part of the land use plan allocations or the ISC Strategy. The 
Jamison Strategy implements nearly all the ICS recommendations except 
full application of the 50-11-40 rule. 


Implementation of the Jamison Strategy in -¥ 1991 will reduce District 
harvest to 162 million board feet. This is a decrease from the approved 
annual allowable cut of 254 million board feet and also lower than the 
volume for the FY89 and FY90 set by the Section 318 harvest level of 390 
million board feet for the two year period. This results in a harvest 
reduction of approximately 92 million board feet annually for FY91 and 
FY92 based on the approved annual allowable cut. 
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Conservation measures implemented by BIM include the BSLM/Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Spotted Owl Management Agreement sianed 
in December 1967. In the agreement, BIM agreed to defer timber Mrvest 
around 110 spotted owl sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 acres 
of suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of these acres that are currently 


being protected are located outside of HCA categories 1 + 2. 


Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 1983 Timber 
Management Plans were designed to provide habitat diversity for the 
species.cf vildlife inhabiting older forests. Over 46, 3}0Q~ecres<f-@0) - 
plus year-old forests were (removed from the timber harvest base or 
placed on long rotation) to provide for a variety of species, including 
the spotted owl, bald eagle, other forest raptors and riperian zone 
protection. Some of these acres are now incorporated with other land 
use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 


The Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to increase the number 
of “high priority" spotted owl sites being protected by 12 sites. These 
new sites were selected in cooperation with the Service and Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. The new spotted owl sites enhance the 
distribution network of protected sites and resulted in 22,800 acres of 
suitable spotted owl habitat being added to the 239,000 acres included 
in the BLM/ODFW Agreement to insure the continued existence of the owl 
on Bureau lands in western Oregon. The Bureau is committed to »rotecting 
these owl sites through FY 1992. At such time as the spotted owl 
recovery plan is completed the Bureau will incorporate the applicable 
recommendations/actions into future land management plan decisions. In 
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addition, numerous sales have been modified (units deleted) or completely 


Gropped as owls were discovered during pre-sale inventory. All sales 
will have been inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol. aA brief 
summary of the protocol used is as follows: 


The following is a summary of the protocol for surveying timber sales 
discussed and developed at the BLM Biclogist meeting in February 1990. 


To conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


- Conduct 3 complete surveys of the area in each of 2 years (2 
night and 1 day survey were allowed). If there is only time 


for 1 year of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


- Occupancy surveys should be conducted between April 1 and Jul) 
31, with at least 2 surveys before June i. 


- Wait a minimum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


- Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the sale area, 


unless it lies within 1 mile of a known owl site. 


- If owls were encountered status (pair or single) will be 


determined by followup visits 


- The reproductive status determination was given a high 
priority where pair status was de‘t+rmined. The reproductive 
status determination visits continued until August 31 in some 


districts. 
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Cc. Contingency Plans | 


All FY 1991 timber sales contracts will contain the following 


recently developed special provision: 


Special Provision E-4 


The Purchaser shall immediately discontinue specified construction 


or timber harvesting operat:cns upon written notice from the 


wmeviontyaectang Officer that: 


(1) 


(2) 





threatened, or endangered plants or animals protected under 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, may be 
affected by the operation and a determination is made that 
consultation or reinitiation of consultation is required 


concerning the species prior to continuing operations or; 


federal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or State 
listed species protected under BLM Manual 6840 - Special 
Status Species Management - have been discovered and a 
determination is made that continued operations would affect 


the species or its habitat. 


Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt of written 


instructions and authorization by the Contracting Officer. 
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_In the event that operations are halted under the srecial 


provision E-4 the Bureau has several courses of action: 


a. Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) 
within the vicinity of an owl pair until it is documented 
that nesting or fledging is completed or that nesting was 
not initiated or if initiated had failed. 


y» Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify thz«imber aalo:~ 


by dropping a unit that is causing the "may affect". 


In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be 
written into the contract to seasonally restrict operations in 
those areas that are close (within a 0.5 mile) to owl nests or 
activity centers to avoid harassment of owls or their progeny. 
For example no burning would be allowed on any unit that is within 
a 0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair between the date nesting 
is confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year unless modified by 
the wildlife biologist. 


The Bureau will give strong consideration to adopting the 
bisturbance criteria process for determining if consultation is 
required that are presently being drafted by the PNW Spotted Owl 


RDA - technical task group. 
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VI. BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 





It is the conclusion of this biological assessment that the FY91 proposed 
Last Yankee timber sale may adversely affect the northern spotted owl. This 
conclusion is based on the fact that this sale would remove 56 acres of 


suitable habitat (80+ year old forest). 


Formal consultation is requested on this timber sale which contain units that 
“may adversely affect" the.northern.spctted cwl. The Sureau will continue 
to initiate consultation on any timber sale where a listed species is 


involved and where the Bureau has discretionary authority. 
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APPENDIX B. Defiamons of Column Headings used in Tabies. 
Bi Table | Cotuma Heading Definuons. 


OWL INFORMATION: 
* OWL SITE NAME - known ow locations. incivding locations of sites with evidence of sustained use by Owls. and sues win 
oaly nodenta! 
IDNO - umique identification number for each ow sue. Consists of a four digt Master Site Number anc mav have an attached 
Alternate Locauon code which Gesignates 2 site center that has moved from a previous location. IDNO's greater than 4000 


have an attached T to indicate 8 temporary site center for incdental ow! locations 


STATUS - Pe pair has Deen verified Guring at least one year since 1985. 2 terruorial male and femaie. pair status 
eaknows. Se ungie termtonal owl observed during si least ove year mace 1985. wth no pair venfied Gunng that ume Ne 
hustonc oft ate, but fo termonal ows venfied uace 1985. 


YR year in which « pair has last been verified at a site. OO~ pair never verified at site. 

HCA - HCA catagory | thrw 4 (as listed in the ISC report), for sale units that overlap HCA boundanes. 0 sale un does 
act be within HCA 

HCAID - :dentification number of each HCA 


RESL? - Y= the area eithin 0.7 mules of sue center lies wholly on reserved lands. Pe pan of area within 0.7 miles lies on 
reserved lands. Ne area within 0.7 mules ses completely ovtside Of any reserved ‘sede Reserved lands are areas mihcreen a: 


the Director level or higher. 
PREHARVEST OWL ACRES WITHIN PROVINCIAL RADIUS 


Ow! acres refers 10 suuable sported ow! habitat (generally 80+ years of age) Physiogrephic prownce and associated mean 


home range redu are as iusied 
Oregon Cascades 4= 1.2 miles 


Oregon Coast Range = 15 mules 
Kiamath Mounts © 1.5 miles 
Acreages listed reflect sunabie habitat emsting on BLM. State. and Prwvate lands 


0.7 + owl ecres within 0.7 miles of site center. 

7-RAD - om acres lying Derween 0.7 and the provincial radius 

TOTAL - total owt acres within promncal radius 
TIMBERSALE INFORMATION: 


SALE NAME and UNIT - specific sale name and wart that lies within (he promanal redius of a known ow! site 
SR° . Yes or No~ will there be o seasonal restmction on harvest ° 
OWL ACRES OF SALE UNIT EFFECTING OWL SITE 


07 ~« ow acres of sale unit hing within 0.7 miles of owt site. 
J-RAD - owl acres in sale unit ling Derween 0.7 miles and promnnal radius of ow! si¢ 
TOTAL - total owt acres of sale vant lying within prowncal radius of ow! sue. 


SALE UNIT EFFECTS ON OWL SITES: 


POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


0.7 + owl acres remamuing ewhin 0.7 mules of owt sue after thu sale > nu. Dy self, o harvested 
7-RAD - ow! acres remaining Derween 0.7 miles and the provincial radius of the Ow! site afier (Mus Bale whi! Dv 


usell, ws Rarvesied 
TOTAL - total owl acres remaiming within the prowncial radius of the owl sue after ths wnt. Dy “sel! 6 


harvesiec 
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CUMMULATIVE POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


07 + ont acres remaining within 0.7 miles of owt sue after thu sale nit. and all prior wnus effecting thus sete are 


harvenes 
7-RAD - owi acres remaining between 0.7 miles and the promncial radius of the owt sue after ches sale wast. and all 


pmor unans cflectung thu ite are harvesied. 
TOTAL - total owt scres remaining within the promacial redius of the owl site after this une. and all por unus 
effecting this site are harvested 


70 ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yes or No - does at least 70 acres of suitable habicat exist around ow site center before harvest of sale unit. 


POST - Yes or No - will at least 70 acres of suitable habitat remain around ow site center alter harves: of this sale 
um 


B2 Tabie 2 Column Heading Definiuons. 


SALE NAME and UNTT - iegai name of specific umbersaie and units within sale 


AREA OF CONCERN - CG Columbia Gorge. CR Coast Range. SP» scntiam Pass. SW South Willamewte/Nomh 
Umpqua. RU = Rogue/Umpaua. !-5« 1-5/Ashiand. 


MAY EFFECT - Me may effect stuanon arising from harvest of sustable habitat, Y* may effect suuation ansing [rom a 
reason other than harvest of sutabie haduat. N= no effect 


HCA - HCA catagory | thru 4 (as listed im the [SC repor), for sale unus that overiap HCA boundanes O© sale wnn does not 
be wathin HCA 


HCAID - identification number of each HCA. N/A unit Goes nor he within HCA. 


SALE UNIT ACRES TO BE REMOVED 
TOTAL - total acreage within each sale unit. 
SUIT. - sunabdle owl habitat (generally 60+ years of age) wuthin the sale wnt. 


HARVEST METHODS TO BE UTILIZED 


HARVEST METHOD « CLEAR CLT. SELECT CUT. THINNING. SALVAGE (inciwaing Gown trees. sazard irees. ana 
green trees associated with saivege vans). ROAD RLO W (uns to be clear cut for road nght-of-«as) 


TOTAL - total acreage within cach sale unet 10 be removed by harvest method 


SUIT. - suitable owt habicat (generally 60+ years of age) within the sale unit. An astenck (*) indicates select cut wnuts vhat 
have susable owt habsat euhin them and which will remain suiiabie alter harvest due (0 Canopy Cover nol Deing reduced 


below 40 percent 








B31. Tobie } Colums Heading Definitions 
DISTRICT - SLM Dieeric: same 
* RESOURCE AREA - identifies s unique Resource Ases within each District 


PROVINCE - ths poruos of the Prymographic Prownce tying within s Resource Area (map of promace bowndanes svuiladie 
epos request) 


ACRES IN FORESTED LAND - ( Ggures presented here reflect 1990 anatyuis). 


DISPERSAL - forest eccws within each Province portios of » Resource Ares thai are 40 to 80 years old and offer dispersal 
babes for epomed owt, as defined is [SC repon 


SUTTABLE - forest acres within each Province portios of a Resource Asus that are 8D t 20) years old. (Nove Tabi | and 
Table 2 define “suitable Rabicat* and ‘ow! acres* os greeter than 8 yours cfd. SUTTABLE is presented bere as 80-200 yeas 
@id to allow presenenticn of dass csp OLD GROWTH acres). 


OLD GROWTH - foram acres withis each Proviacs portice of a Resource Ares thet are at least 200 years old. (Nove: this 
hebicat has been lumped iato “SUTTABLE” ie Tubés | and 2) 


TOTAL - toeni land eres withia each Province portions of « Resource Ares that is foremed. 


TOTAL SALE ACRES TO SE REMOVED 


ALL SALES - tonal acreage of ail enies within each Province portics of s Resource Area. 


MAY EPPECT - ecrenge of afi ante unis tha: will remove suitable owt babies (BD+ yours of age) or that mey effect ows 
other thas by removel of sustabie habua: (Le pomible Gimurbence to Kaowe Ov! mia remowsd of son habiust where uni! has 


ect been vervied to be enocrupesd according to prosoenl) 
TOTAL SUTTASLE OWL ACRES TO SE REMOVED 


ALL SALES - etal acreage of ail antes withie eact Province poruos of s Resources Ares that eu) remove susadie Ont habiai 
(vaives will afweys be the same as the MAY EFFECT veiues listed in thm category, mace any sale (hai removes suitable 


habs! mi be conmdered as s may cfleri) 
MAY EFFECT - acreage of all sale units that will remove suitable owt habitat (80+ years of 73). 


SUITABLE HABITAT REMOVED THAT WILL RESULT IN TAKE 


MAY EPPFECT - acreage of all sale unss that wil emove suuable owl habuat (80+ yeas of age). and will result in (ake. 
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SUMMARY OF SPOTTED OWL 


GOCUPANCT AND REPRAUVUCTION, 13985 -199" 


02 JANUARY 1991 


BLM~--COOS BAY DISTRICT 


APPENDIX Cc. 
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The printouts Contain the following 
information categor {zed by resource area, for each Oistrict: 


Location sam 
Pair status 
Number of juveniles located 


Pair status and the number of juveniles located are indicated for each year 1985 
to 1990, inclusive. 


This report “as generated from the Site and Ow!lsumm files of our Spotted Ow! 


Database. Locations have been summarized for which both Site and 0: lsum erties 
are available. Codes are used to identify Resource Area and pair status. To 
facilitate interpretation I == pon nS a list ol the resource areas and their 


coding number. Pair status is coded ~ Pe, * “s", “oO: 


- = No surveys were conducted 


? = A oair was located 
Az aA pair plus and additional bird were located 


S = A single bird (etther sex) was located 
0 = No birds were found 


The number of juveniles is self explanatory, a hyphen indicates that no surveys 
were conducted that year. 


There is 1 point that needs to be reiterated with this report--Only owls 
found at locations that meet or have met our site criteria and subsequently have 


entries in the Site and Owlsumm files are reported. 








FY 1991 TIMBER SALE PLAN 


"11-40" HABITAT 


November 14th, 1996 
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1991 1991 | TOWSHIP 1990 
- RESOURCE. TOWNSHIP SALE SALE | QUAKTER 11-40 1990 
ARSA SALE MAME QUARTER ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PRACENT 
Mystlewood Indian Overlook  298-12W-sE- 62 «62 1021 449 ry 
Mystlewood Indian Cr. ROW 298-12W-8E i i 
Total 63 63 
Samison Salvage 308-11N-NW 3 3 1655 1084 66 
Ugly Eckley 308-12W-sw 199 = «199 S$ 270 49 
Ugly Bckley 318-130-NE 37 37 367 78 21 
Bohemia ROW 318-14W-"W 1 i 634 ase ss 
Lobster Hill 358-130-"w 41 41 369 156 42 
Lobster Hill 358-130-sw 1712S s«712 368 206 53 
Deep Creek 308-14W-NE 160 ©=.: 160 341 290 8s 
North Fork Chetco 398-13W-SW ry a4 2317 s:«1891 69 
Crazy 8’s 398-130-SW i139 139 
: Total 223-223 
Myrtlewood Worth Fork Chetco 408-13W-ww 162 s(«:162 2517 += 1899 oT 3 








1991 
11-40 1991 
ACRES PERCENT 
306 38 
1081 * 65 
71 13 
41 11 
487 5S 
115 31 
35 9 
130 38 
1368 89 
1737 69 











United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 





OREGON STATE OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 2965 (1300 N.E. 44th Avenue) 
PORTLAND, OREGON 97208 IN REPLY REFER TO 
6842.1 (932) 
FEB 07 1991 
_ Memorandur 


To: Russell D. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and 


Wildlife Service, 2600 S.E. 98th Ave., Suite 100 
Portland, Oregon 97266 


From: State Director, Bureau of Land Management 


“Subject: Request for Formal Consultation Pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered 


Species Act and 50 CFR 402.14 Concerning the FY 1991 
Green Cedar Timber Sale. 


‘QM accordance with Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 as 


‘amended, the Oregon State Office, Bureau of Land Management (Bureau) requests 
‘formal consultation on the FY 1991 Green Cedar timber sale which may affect 
‘threatened or endangered species. 





proposed action is the Green Cedar timber sale which is located within that 
ion of the Coast Range province that lies within the Tiowva resource area of 
Coos Bay district office. This sale is located in Township 26S Range 08W 
ion 22 (Refer to the vicinity map in Attachment 2 of the biological 

). The timber sale would remove 43 acres of suitable spotted owl 
itat from Bureau lands in the Coast Range province in Western Oregon. 


Green Cedar timber sale was designed in conformance with the 
u's direction provided by the Jamison Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy and 
i@ Management Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl FY 
91 through FY 1992. The location and impact of this FY 1991 timber sale was 
layed on maps and overlays that were presented to the Fish and Wildlife 
ice (Service) in September 199v. Additional map overlays are being 
tted to the Service in the FY91 consultatic overview document based on 
I 1 consultation meetings held between the Bureau and the Service's Portland 
eld Office staff. These overlays display the current spotted owl distribution 
to this timber sale and verified owl pair sites found in the province 

which the sale occurs. 


have analyzed the effects of the proposed Green Cedar timber sale on proposed, 
and endangered species that are known to occur in the vicinity of the 
sale. It is the conclusion of the attached biological assessment that 
oer sale is likely to adversely affect the Northern Spotted owl or its 
Therefore, we request that the Service initiate formal consultatior 

. Green Cedar t:imber sale. 
a Out-ooi|4 | 
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to the Area 


FwS, Regional Director 


Attachments: 


Biological Assessment 
Other Relevant Documents 


any specific questions or requests for additional data on this 
Manager 
"aetice (FTS telephone 422-9246). 


for the Tioga Resource Area. 


Coos Bay 


fad) (.D, 


Associete State Director 








06381 
BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
FY 1991 GREEN CEDAR TIMBER SALE 
COOS BAY DISTRICT 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
I. INTRODUCTION 


The Green Cedar timber sale is. oncscoGodt} cepemgsathe-prapesel <icLer harvest 
actions designed under the direction provided in the Bureau's Jamison Spotted 
Owl Conservation Strategy and the Management Guidelines for the Conservation 
of the Northern Spotted owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. These documents and 
maps with overlays were presented to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) in September 1990 for reference. Additional map overlays providing 
new information and updating that provided in the previous overlays are 
included in the overview document that transmitted this and other individual 
FY 1991 timber sale biological assessments from the Bureau to the Service 
for formal consultation. 


The purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and analyze the 
impact of the prqposed Green Cedar timber sale on any listed or proposed 
species pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The 
species to be addressed in this biological assessment is the northern spotted 


owl (Stxix occidentalis caurina). No other federally listed species will 
be affected. 
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This proposed timber sale is in compliance with the Record of Decision on 
the South Coast-Curry:Timber Management Plan issued in April 28, 1983. This 
timber management plan remains in effect today while the district office 
develops a new, broader based Resource Management Plan (RMP). The RMP is 
scheduled to be implemented in October 1992. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 


The proposed. Guoec~Scgip~isber+csle: is iccated within that portion of the 
Coast Range province that lies within the Tioga resource area of the Coos 
Bay BIM district office. Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that 
displays the location of the proposed timber sale. The Coos Bay district 
administers approximately 100,913 acres of forest land within the Tioga 
resource area, Coast Range province (appendix B, Table 3). 


Table 3 also shows that the timber stands on approximately 35,395 acres of 
the 100,913 acres of forest land in the Tioga resource area Coast Range 
province are over 80 years old. For purposes of this assessment, timber 
stands over 80 years of age were considered as suitable habitat for spotted 
owls. This age group of forest stands is a.so the primary source of trees 
for harvest to meet the resource area's contribution to the district's annual 


timber harvest goal. 


The proposed action is to harvest approximately 43 acres of suitable habitat 
(43 acres of mature forest) with an expected yield of approximately 2600 MBF 
of timber (refer to appendix B, table 2 for detailed information on this 
timber sale). In compliance with the Jamison Strategy, no green timber sales 
are proposed in Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs). There is no new road 





right-of-way construction involving mature timber in this timber sale. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity ofthe Green Cedar 
timber sale is described in the South Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan, 
EIS for the District. NEPA compliance documents in the form of individual 
environmental assessments are prepared annually. These environmental 
assesszents will be revised, if necessary based on the outcome of this 
biological assess:ent and/or after formal consultation. The affected 
environment has also been described in the following documents that have been 
grevicusly shared with the Service: Spotted Ow! -cit¥irenuentel <As€euseictit 
(February 1987) the formal consultations on the Bureau's Pre 318 and Section 
318 Timber Sale Programs (July 1990, and the Jamison Strategy and Management 
Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl (September 1990). 


A. The Northern Spotted Owl 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the northern spotted 
owl and the major structural components of its primary habitat. The best 
scientific information on the spotted owl is contained in the publication 
"Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Owl in Oregon," (Forsman 1987) 
and in the Interagency Scientific Committee (ISC) report entitled "A 
Conservation Strategy for the Northern Spotted Owl" (Thomas 1990). 


The following research report, "Spotted Owl Home Range and Habitat Use 
in Southern Oregon Coast Ranges" (Carey, Reid and Horton 1990), further 
describe spotted owl habitat use in the Coast Range province in which 
this timber sale is located. 


Suitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as forest stands 
over 80 years old (see Appendix B, table 3). 
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BLM‘'s pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation documents and 
the Jamison Strategy's maps and overlays, presented spotted owl data on 
distribution, occupancy and repreduction data for known owl sites on 
BIM lands and adjacent private lands in Western Oregon. Appendix c 
updates spotted owl occupancy and reproduction collected during 
inventories and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. The map overlays 
provide updated information on owl site occurrence and distribution and 
a display of suitable habitat distribution on BLM lands. The information 
on the specific owl sites located within the vicinity of the Green Cedar 
timber sale is highlightel <a. A\ppancé: 3; ‘tadbl< “land -the Jamison Plan 
Strategy overlay maps and vicinity maps. 


IV. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 


A. 


Direct and Indirect Effects 


The proposed action will not impact the bald eagle or the American 
peregrine falcon. There are no known nesting locations or documented 


sightings in the vicinity of the proposed sale. However, the proposed 
action may affect the federally listed northern spotted owl. 


1. Suitable Habitat 


The proposed Green Cecar timber sale will remove approximately 43 
acres of suitable habitat from Bureau lands in the Coast Range 
province. This sale occurs in the Coast Range Area of Concern. The 
Clearcut method of timber harvest will be used. This reduction of 
habitat equates to 0.02% of the suitable habitat in the province 
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! overall and 0.12% of the suitable habitat in that portion of the 

Coast Range province that lies in the Tioga ReSource Area. Refer 
: to Appendix B, table 2 for effects of the sale on Suitable habitat. 
No green timber sales are located in HCAs. Appendix B, Table 4 
) summarizes the acreage of suitable habitat that is found on BLM lands 
witnin specific HCA(s) in the Coast Range province in which this 
timber sale is located. 


2. Impacts on Known Owl Sites 


This proposed sale action will impact one known owl site based on 
the 1.5 mile radius for this province. This sale would not result 
in the incidental take of any pairs or singles according to 
incidental take guidelines used by the Service. Information on the 
individual sites and their status under the standards pre and post 
harvest are shown in table 1. Information on the occupancy and 
reproduction records (1985-1990) on the impacted sites is displayed 
: in Appendix Cc. Owl surveys for this sale meet the sale survey 

protocol described on page 9 of this document. It is estimated that 

90% of the suitable spotted owl habitat in the Resource Area has been 





surveyed to date. 


3. YPmpacts on Dispersal Habitat 


With respect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the ISC to provide 
Gispersal habitat, the proposed sale will have the following effects. 
The sale occurs within one quarter township. The acreage to be 
’ removed woulc not reduce the quarter township below the 50% level. 
Refer to appendix D for specific acreages for the quarter townships 
impacted. 
i sf 
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B.. Interrelated and Interdependent Actions 

Road construction activity would not remove any* suitable spotted owl 

habitat. As a result of the proposed action, the post harvest activities 

of slash disposal and tree planting could occur on approximately 43 

acres. These actions will have negligible effects on spotted owl 

habitat. If it is determined that the slash disposal activity may 

present an adverse situation to a nesting pair(s) of owls or the young 

produced, timing restrictions will be instituted to reduce or eliminate 

: the adverse effect. Although slash burnéiapcetivireborwit® cadcce* tis 
amount of down woody material on the sale unit it is not expected to 





appreciably affect the potential of the site to provide future habitat 
for prey species of the owl. The slash burning targets the finer, 
lighter fuels and does not normally reduce the number of larger down 
woody pieces. These larger pieces would be carried over into the new 
forest stand to meet habitat requirements for selected prey species. 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-ccommercial thinning 
and fertilization of the regrowing stand may occur. This action would 
not have any adverse impact as it would involve the treatment of non- 
habitat. This action may have some long term beneficial effect upon owl 
habitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and fertilization will 
be treated as a separate action and have been consulted upon informally. 


Cc. Cumulative Impacts 


There is no suitable habitat remaining on state or private lands within 
the radius of any of the owl sites affected by the proposed action. 
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“ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 


A. 


Alternatives fonsidered 


During the period covered by this Biological Assessment, the Bureau 
considered and utilized many alternatives to avoid or reduce potential 
impact of timber sales on spotted owls and their habitat. Alternatives 
considered and implemented included locating timber sales only in areas 
where no owls were iocated, dropping sales or sale units, dropping sale 
unite- cdécricx: th> porsbculas rsdius of any known owl sites for the 
specific province, partial cutting units instead of clearcutting and 
scheduling timber sales in unsuitable owl habitat. The Bureau has 
adopted the “Jamison Strategy” and has also reduced former cut levels 

in western Oregon from 1.176 billion board feet per year to approximately 
750 million board feet in Fi . Some of the specific modifications that 
the Bureau adopted during the preplanning development of the Green Cedar 
timber sale to provide protection for spotted owls and suitable habitat 
include the following: locating the planned units of the Green Cedar 
sale outside the HCA and dropping both units of the original Green Cedar 
timber sale, in order to retain a 70 acre core of the best available 


habitat and remain outside a one half mile radius of the nest site. 


Conservation Measures 

The Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines that are being adopted 
by the Bureau beginning with the FY 1991 timber sale plan varies from 
the ISC spotted owl plan/strategy in providing suitable habitat for 
spotted owls. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jamison Strategy 
incorporates all protection of suitable habitat in the ISC Comuittee's 
HCAs 1 through 4 and that which occurs on lands allocated for other 
rescurce values in the land use piens. 
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Additionally the Jamison Strategy maintains another 50,000 acres of 
suitable habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW Agreement Are*s that 
‘ were not part of the land use plan allocations or the Isc Strategy. fhe 





Jamison Strategy implements nearly all the ICS recommendations except 
full application of the 50-11-40 rule. 


Implementation of the Jamison Strategy in FY 1991 will reduce District 
harvest to 162 million board feet. This is a decrease from the approved 
annual allowable cut of 254 million board feet and also lower thar the 
-wo@mne fcr the .Iv89 and FY90 set by the Section 318 harvest lev@? 257+" 
million board feet for the two year period. This results in a harvest 
reduction of approximately 92 million board feet annually for FY91 and 
FY9? based on the approved annual allowable cut. 


Conservation measures implemented by BIM include the BLM/Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Spotted Owl Management Agreement signed 
in December 1987. In the agreement, BLM agreed to defer timber harvest 
around 110 spotted owl sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 acres 
of suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of these acres that are currently 
being protected are located outside of HCA categories 1 + 2. 


Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 1983 Timber 
Management Plans were designed to provide habitat diversity for the 





species cf wildlife inhabiting older forests. Over 46,300 acres of 200 
plus year-old forests were (removed from the timber harvest base or 
placed on long rotation) to provide for a variety of species, including 
the spotted owl, bald eagle, other forest raptors and riparian zone 
protection. Some of these acres are now incorporated with other land 
use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 
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the Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to increase the number 


“ef “hi gh priority" spotted owl sites being protected by 12 sites. These 


new sites were selected in csoperation with the Service and Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. The new spotted owl sites enhance the 
distribution network of protected sites and resulted in 22,800 acres of 
suitapie spotted owl habitat being added to the 239,000 acres included 
in the BLM/ODFW Agreement to insure the cont‘nued existence of the owl 
on Buresu lands in western Oregon. The Bureau is committed to protecting 
these owl sites through FY 1992. At such time as the spotted ow) 
recovery plan is completa: “he .Rwses. vith incarpcrate the applicable 
recommendations/actions into future land management plan decisions. In 
addition, numerous sales have been modified (units deleted) or completely 
dropped as owls vere discovered during pre-sale inventory. All sales 
will have been inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol. A brief 
summary of the protocol used is as follows: 


The following is a summary of the protocol for surveying timber sales 
Giscussed and developed at the BLM Biologist meeting in February 1990. 


To conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


- Conduct 3 complete surveys of the area in each of 2 years (2 
night and 1 day survey were allowed). If there is only time 


for 1 year of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


- Occupancy surveys should be conducted between April 1 and July 
31, with at least 2 surveys before June 1. 


- Wait a minimum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


off 














Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the sale area, 
unless it lies within 1 mile cf a known owl site. 


If owls were encountered status (pair or single) will be 
determined by followup visits 


The reproductive status determination was given a high 
priority where pair status was determined. The reproductive 
status deterez .nation visits continued until August 31 in some 
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| All F¥ 1991 timber sales contracts will contain the following 


* ee | Special Provision £-4 
, >. ie. 


fe es Sin. Se Purchaser shall immediately discontinue specified construction 
oe , or timber harvesting operations upon written notice from the 
Ls ‘és Contracting Officer that: 


Kage 2: ‘ @ threatened, or endangered plants or animals protected under 
"ie the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, may be 
Ree a “- affected by the operation and a determination is made that 
a & se ae: consultation or reinitiation of consultation is required 
ee :  eoncerning the species prior to continuing operations or; 
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as 2) federal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or State 


_ listed species protected under SIM Manual 6840 - Special 
Status Species Management - have bee discovered and a 
Getermination is made that continued operations would a*fect 
the species or its habitat. 


Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt of written 
instructions and authorization by the Contracting Officer. 


In the event that operations. are~iaited -unadoer-the 3s¢ccia> 
provision E-4 the Bureau has several courses of action: 


a. Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) 
within the vicinity of an owl pair until it is documented 
that nesting or fledging is completed or that nesting was 
not initiated or if initiated had failed. 


b. Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber sale 
by dropping a unit that is causing the “may affect". 


In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be 
written into the contract to seasonally restrict operations in 
those areas that are close (within a 0.5 mile) to owl nests or 
activity centers to avoid harassment of owls or their progeny. 


Por example no burning would be allowed on any unit that is within 


a 0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair between the date nesting 
is confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year unless modified by 
the wildlife biologist. 
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The Bureau will give strong consideration to adopting the 
Disturbance criteria process for aetermining if consultation is 
required that are preseatly being Grafted by the PNw Spotted owl 
RDA - technical task group. 


+ BroLocrcaL, ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 
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_ ft de the conclusion of this biological assessment that the FY91 proposed 
Green Cedar timber sale may adversely affect the northern spotted owl. This 
conclusion is based on the fact thst this calc woul¢ :amove 43 acres of 
Guitable habitat (80+ year old forest). These acres proposed for harvest 
i ee nee $6, We Cones Range province (within the specific radii 












re 0 se wits ees we The Bureau will continue 
[_ % Astslate conmuieation on any tinher sale vaere «listed epecties 19, 
: and where the Bureau has discretionary authority. 
























GREEN CEDAR 91-13 







































































\- 
2 .6.¥. 
at. 











sdbcedd tte 
Ds Sox due oe oe dee Soe 


Pu oso 


yy 
. a 
i 
. on 
. os 


Do SoS ds oc oe see 
; $e 2 Se , ~_ i 
decades. éeedaaddaedadstts t 


, , , > 


' 


be be jo be 


Sedddedddddtden ee 


i | 


Scdcccddddcdd ee eee eeaaat 
, > * ’ , , _ ; ; ‘ ‘ ‘ 
Sddcdsccdcccedadd tll eee 


ddddduvdadcedécldtttT tee 
o ‘ ry . 


4 = ‘ ‘ " 
wera by Se dace Serta fara ‘PrP PREP ew > wD 
































<xteem 
mt ; 


ox em 


a a 


<_<“ eau 



































=} 











iin iiss. sik Re 


a4ty3 
eso 


it RUSESSROR RERgEEE 


tj SRSNEREM eeaeas 


3 ttf. diametiicelbescs ae 




















7% 
<e. 
; “sa 
P . 
2 
2 
4 ; 
iy” 8 
—— 
‘al 
a 
= be te 
a t P ° “ es r 4 
te . 7 6 = 
* -_ > # oy eS 
i * . ave d a Pigs . Pi 
A Sa dihnl ; a a 
fo < P ra? > . 









- 


é 


a 
“ 
” 





PERI B Deiewoes of Column Headings wed sn Tobies 


* OWL SITE NAME - taown ont iccancas. inciuiting ocatons of sites with evidence of sustammed use by Owls. 2d Bes with 
onty madenui loceuces. 


IDNO - emgus séentificetioa number for eac- ++ site, Consigns of s four Gigt Mamer Site Number and may have an attached 
Alnerasse Locouce code which Gemge: 9 > .1¢ conver that has moved from 68 previous locauca. IDNO's greater than 4000 
eve an snached T to indices 2 tem: -.2"v ute center for nadéeatal owt locstioss. 


STATUS - Pe pair hes been verifies suring at least one year since 1985. 2 serriorial male and femaic. pair status c 
emhaews. So single torsiorial evi chesrved Guring ot least one year since 1905, wich a0 pair verified Gung that ume. No 
Risseric ont cine, but ao terrieorial Cots verified since 198%. 


YR - year in which 2 pair has lam been verified at 2 ost. Oe pas never verified st ms. 


HCA ~ CA catagory | thre 4 (as lied in the ISC report), for sale unies that overiap HCA boundanes. 0© sie unit does 
ast ke wahia NCA. 


MCAID - identification aumber of cach HCA 


REEL? - Zo the ares within 0.7 mules of sue conver lies wholly on reserved leads. Pe part of eres within 0.7 miles lies on 
eussrves lends” Neo eves wuhen 0.7 mies ues completely ovende of any reserved lands. Reserved lands sre sreas wuhdéreen 21 
the Ovwecter level or iugher. 


Gut acres safes: to euttabis spewed owi habia: (generally 60+ yeas of age). Phymageephic province sad assorted mesa 
heme sangs sedi ave os linet: 
Gage Can feng sae 
. untes 
Glememt Mecesmms © 1) miles 
Acvenges lise soflest sunable habia: exsung on BLM. State. and Privece lands. 












G7 + owt ccres within G7 miles of ene comer. 
74RAD - owt coves tying berwess 0.7 ond the provincial redius. 
TOTAL - socal ont aqves within proviecial edinn. 





SALE NAME and UNIT - specific ante nome ond wan thet lies within the promacial radius of a known ow site. 


SR? - Yea or No - will there be 4 seasoasi resincnen on harvest * 


G7 - ow acres of sale van ting within 0.7 miles of ow site. 
TRAD - owt seven ws tale wan nag derween 0.7 mules and promncial radius of owl site. 
TOTAL - socal owt serves of sate van lying wuhin prownciel radius of ow! sue. 


G7 ~« owt seres remaiming wuhin 0.7 mules of ow! site after this sale uns. by sell. s harvested. 

TRAD - owl acres remammng verween 0.7 miles and the prownnial radius of the Owl site acter this sale vast. by 
veseif. 1s harvested. 

TOTAL - total owt acres remaiing witur the prownciai radius of the ow! sie after this unit, by itself. 1s 
harvesies 
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CUMMLULATIVE POST HARVEST OW ACRES 
a7. owt acres remasung witkss 0.7 mules of owi sue after ths sale wait. aNd all pror units effeccing ims sue are 


bervesed. 

‘TRAD - Get ecres remamung berwees 0.7 mules and the prowncial radius Of the ow! site after nis sale unit. and ail 
pmor caus eflecung thu ste are harvested. 

TOTAL - saenl ont acres remaining within the promacisl radius of the ow! sue after this unit. and all pnor units 
eflecung ths ste are harvested. 


% ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yes or No - does at least 7 acres of sustable habitat emst around om site center before harves: of sale unit. 


POST - Yes or No - will at ieast 70 acres of sustabie habuwat remain around ow! site center alter harvest of thu sale 


SALE NAME and UNIT - tegni name of specific timbersaie ané vans within sale. 


AREA OF CONCERN - CGe Columbis Gorge. CRe Coast Range. SP Senciem Pass. SW © South Willamette /Nonh 
Umpqua. RU © Regue/Umpeus. |-5@ |-5/Ashiand. 


MAY EFFECT - Me may effect situation ansing from harvest of sunabie habust. Y* may effec: situatics amsing from a 
sensen other than harvest of suusbie hebuat. Ne no effect. 


HCA - HCA entagory | thre 4 (as listed in the ISC report), for sale uans that overiap HCA doundanes 0© sale unit does not 
tie ounia HCA. 


MCAID - idencificanen aumber of cach HCA. N/A unu does not ne within HCA. 


SALE UNIT ACRES TO BE REMOVED 
TOTAL - teen! acveage wwhia each sale van. 
SUTT. - sunabte ont hebieat (generaity 80 years of age) within the sale wat. 


HARVEST METHODS TO BE UTILIZED 
HARVEST METHOD « CLEAR CLT. SELECT CLT. THINNING. SALVAGE /inciuding down trees. sazard :rees. and 


: ! FPA trees eapemened wu eaivege vans). ROAD RO.W. (unus to be clear cut for road ngni-of-ways) 
TOTAL - setat sereage within cach sale unit to be removed by hervest method. 


SUTT. - sensbte ont hebuns (generally 80+ vers of age) ert: the sate unit. An astenck (*) indicates select cut vans (nat 
heave sunabis ont habitat erhen them and which wil remain suuadie after harvest due 10 Canopy cover not Deing reduced 


























DSSTRICT - GLM Dents somes 
** RESOURCE ARBA - idensifies « unique Resveses Aces within com Jiswict. 


_ PROVENCE - Ge portion of ths Paysingsaphic Provinns tying within o Rensuree Asean. (map of prownce bovadanes aveilabic 
epee mquen) 
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SUMMARY OF S7OTTED OWL 
 GSSUPANCE AnD REPRAVUCTION, 1985 -1990 


BLM--COOS BAY DISTRICT 
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‘ The printouts Contain the following 
jen categorized by resource area, for each Oistrict: 


Location jam 
Pair status 








A Number of juveniles located 

4 Sate and the number of juveniles located are indicated for each year 1985 
3 to 1990, inclusive. 

is Locations have been summarized for which beth Site and Owlsumm entries 
_~—- ere available. Codes ave used to identify Resource Area and pair status. To 
q facilitate interpretation I am including a list of the resource areas and their 
4 Cading mumber. Pair status is coded “-", “P”, “A”, “S", “O°: 





wae eee 2 Sevens tee is self explanatory, a hyphen indicates that no surveys 






‘ 


needs to be reiterated with this report—Only owls 
meet or have met our site criteria and subsequently have 
end Owlsumm files are reported. 
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@eéet for Formal Consultation Pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered 
aes Act and 50 CFR 402.14 Concerning the FY 1991 
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questions or requests for additional data on this. 
os Neer ata the Tioga Resource Area. Coos Bay 
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BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 

Fe FY 1991 ELK 24 TIMBER SALE 

ES Coos BAY DISTRICT 

BUREAU OF ‘LAND MANAGEMENT ; : 


m Strategy and the Managenent Guidelines for the Conservation of 
sch Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. These documents and naps 

were presented to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) 

+ 1980 for reterence. Additional map overlays providing nev 
» and updating that provided in the previous overlays are included 
iow docwsent that transmitted this and other individual FY 1991 
1¢ hologicel assesenents frou :he Bureau to the Service for fora! 


E the proposed Blk 24 tinber sale on any Listed or proposed species 


¥ 


See merenet neice 1% « 1973, as amended. The species to 
tn thie biological assessnent is the northern spotted ovl (Strix 


- Mo other federally listed species will be affected. 



























timber sale is in compliance with the Record of Decision an 
b coast-curry Timber “cnagemert Plan issued in April 28, 1983. This 
coll = | plan remains in effect today while the district office 
- . Sam broader based Resource Management Plan (RMP). The RMP is 
— < | to be implemented in October 1992. 
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4 z a jt ot tice. Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that displays the 
| Rebichibaddl ve the proposed timber sale. The Coos Bay district administers 
 approwimately 100,913 acres of forest land within the Tioga resource area, 


a ne rte (appendix B, Table 3). 


i. 
ee. Lies 


= 2 e120 shows that the timber stands on approximately 35,395 acres of 
100/913 sores of forest land in the Tioga resource area Coast Range 
née are over 80 years old. For purposes of this assessment, timber 
kine 80 years of age were considered as suitable habitat for spotted 
0 ns ste age group of forest stands is also the primary source of trees 

to meet the resource area's contribution to the district's annual 
goal. 












os a , ores Of 014 grovth forest) «ith an expected yield of approximately 9300 
— (refer to appendix 8, table 2 for detailed information on this 
, ie sale). In compliance with the Jamison Strategy, no green tinber sales 
| ini Mabitat Conservation Areas (HCAS). There is no new road 
oe "gecmgemme involving mature timber in this timber sale. 
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> he affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the Elk 24 timber‘ 
a sale is described in the South Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan, EIS for 
; the District. NEPA compliance documents in the form of individual 
environmental assessments are prepared annually. These environmental 
assesenents vill be revised, if necessary based on the outcome of this 
biological assessment and/or after formal consultation. The affected 
environment has also been described in the following documenta that have been 
--previcsoly. she=sdé with*the Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assuswawmil: 
(February 1987) the formal consultations on the Bureau's Pre 318 and Section 
318 Timber Sale Programs (July 1990) and the Jamison Strategy and Managenent 
Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl (September 1990). 





‘ A. The Northern Spotted ov 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the northern spotted 
owl and the major structural components of its primary habitat. The best 
scientific information on the spotted owl is contained in the publication 
"Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Owl in Oregon," (Forsman 1987) 
and in the Inter jency Scientific Committee (ISC) report entitled "A 
Conservation Strategy for the Northern Spotted Owl" (Thomas 1990). 


The following research report, “Spotted Owl Home Range and Habitat Use 
in Southern Oregon Coast Rana-s" (Carey, Reid and Horton 1990), further 
describe spotted owl habitat use in the Coast Range province in which 
this timber sale is located. 


Suitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as forest stands 


b mo over 80 pre old (see ose table 3). 

















he pre-section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation documents and 
= Strategy's maps and overlays. presented spotted owl data on 
| occupancy and reproduction data for known owl sites on 
ae “lands and adjacent private lands in Western Oregon. Appendix c 
ee se updates spotted owl occupancy and reproduction collected during 

a me v ies and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. The map overlays 
| | provide updated information on owl site occurrence and distribution and 
- @ display of suitable habitat distribution on BLM lands. The information 
| on the specific owl’ sites loodted. within-the vicinity of the Elk 24 

_ timber sale is highlighted in Appendix 5; sable 1 and che Jamisun Plan 
ms Strategy overlay maps and vicinity maps. 
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. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 
A. Direct and Indirect Effects 


The proposed action will not impact the bald eagle or tie American 
peregrine falcon. There are no known nesting locations or documented 
sightings in the vicinity of the Prone spe: | However, the proposed 

5 _, action may affect the federally listed northern spotted owl. 


1. Suitable Habitat 


The proposed Blk 24 timber sale will remove approximately 111 acrvs 
of suitable habitat from Sureau lands in the Coast Range province. 
This sale occurs in the C>ast Range Area of Concern. The clearcut 
method of timber harvest will be used. This reduction of habitat 
equates to 0.04% of the suitable habitat in the province overall and 











of the suitable habitat in that portion of the coast Range 
that lies in the Tioga Resource Area. Refer to Appendix 


ee - te grees timber sales are located in HCAs. Appendix B, Table 4 
. : ae —" the acreage of suitable habitat that is found on BLM lands 
fi * Within specific HCA(s) in the Coast Range province in which this 


“sy AP | Cimber sale is located. 

4 ; 

; 2. Impacts on Known Cwl Sites 

aoe 

ie Thiz proposed sale action will impact one known owl site based on 
F | ‘the 1.5 mile radius for this province. This sale vould not result 
fs * in the incidental take of any pairs or singles according to 


incidental take guidelines used by the Service. Information on the 
individual sites and their status under the standards pre and post 
harvest are shown in table 1. Information on the occupancy and 
reproduction records (1985-1990) on the impacted sites is displayed 
in Appendix C. Owl surveys for this sale do not meet the sale survey 
~~ protocol described on page 10 of this document. Unit #4 was added 
; ‘the 1991 sale plan after monitoring had been nearly completed. A 
“total of 4 additional visits must be made to this sale unit during 
1991. However, this fourth unit is within a quarter of a mile of 
the callpoint for unit #3. It is estimated that 90% of the suitable 
a spotted owl habitat in the Resource Area has been surveyed to date. 
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Tete rarest to tam 50-11-10 rule proposed be tne 180 &@ provide 
Re". > < @iqperea) habitat, the proposed sale vill have the folloving effects. 
er , sale occurs within one quarter township. ‘The acreage to be 
Ng: would drop the quarter township from 28% to 25%. Refer to 


- 







epee 7 Qeereeens 






= - ae abit 2 of the proposed action, the post harvest activities | 
| |e stemh Gisposa and tree planting could coour on approxisately 111 
fem. These actions will have negligible effects on spotted ovl 
Te. tf it is determined that the slash disposal activity say 
= an adverse situation to a nesting pair(s) of owls or the young 
pro@uced, timing restrictions vill be instituted to reduce or eliminate 
Although slash burning activities will reduce the 




















wiably effect the potential of the site to provide future habitat 
wey epecies of the ovi. The slash burning targets the finer, 
her fusle end does not norsally reduce the number of larger dovn 
v ay pieces. These larger pieces would be carried over into the new 
Canes stand to weet napitat requirements for selected prey species. 



















iim 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial thinning 
ee | pA fertilizstion of the regroving stand may occur. This action would 
4 cat epee involve the treatment of non+ 
dt - Babitat. This action may have some long term beneficial effect upon owl 
 babitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and fertilization will 
"be treated as a separate action and have been consulted upon inforsally. 


a4 »,* . . 
-- @ Cxamulative Impacts 


‘There is no suitab?sabitemrceekring*cu state or private lands vithin 
“the radius of the owl site affected by the proposed action. 
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A. Alternatives Considered 


During the period covered by this Biological Assessment, the Bureau 
considered and utilized many alternatives to avoid or reduce potential 
impact of timber sales on spotted owls and their habitat. Alternatives 
“considered and implemented included locating timber sales only in areas 
| _ Where! no owls were located, dropping sales or sale units, dropping sale 
“Waite within the particular radius of any known owl sites for the 
" epecitic province, partial cutting units instead of clearcutting and 
“echedul ing timber sales in unsuitable owl habitat. The Sureau has 
adopted the “Jamison Strategy" and has also reduced former cut ‘evels 
in western Oregon from 1.'76 billion board feet per year to approximately 
750 million board feet in FY91. Some of the specific modifications that 


























, Bar adopted during the preplanning development of the Elk 24 
mer sale to provide protection for spotted owls and suitabla isabitat. 
niue the following: locating the planned-units of the Elk 24 sale 
the SCA. 














2 _* rh » Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines that are being adopted 
* < “tp te Bureau beginning with the FY 1991 timber sale plan varies froa 
— ‘Rec spotted ovi plan/strategy in providing suitable habitat for 
puted qs. .-Thi- ‘2.by virtue of the fact that the Jamison Strategy" 
inos all protection of suitable habitat in the ISC Committee's 
_ “Gas 1 through 4 and that which occurs on lands allocated for other 




























| Mattetonaniy the Jamison Strategy maintains another 56,000 acres of 
 @uitable habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW Agreement Areas that 
_ qwere not part of the land use plan allocations or the ISc strategy. The 
Jamison Strategy implements nearly all the ICS recommendations except 


me "i application of the 50-11-40 rule. 
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Len of the Jaaison Strategy in FY 1991 will reduce Dist. .ct 
a eet te 262 million board feet. This is a decrease from the approved 
| allowable cut of 254 million board feet and also lower than the 
| “ i iat Gi ise cot by. the-Qestien 010 harvest tevei of 390 
SPR tere eee to te oe yar parte This results in a harvest 
 wemeetion of approximately 92 million board feet annually for FY91 and 
_ ima paged on the approved annual allowable cut. 
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measures implemented by BLM include the BLM/Oregon 
parti of Fish and Wildiife spotted owl Managenent Agreement signed 
im Receaber. 1987. In the agreement, BBM agreed to defer timber harvest 
~ arqund 110 spotted ovl sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 acres 
: s ot wmitable habitat. Over 108,000 of these acres that are currently 
, 5 being protected are located outside of HCA categories 1 + 2. 





aus a of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 1983 ‘Timber 
. . perit Plans were designed to provide habitat diversity for the 
Sp bo8 ‘Seantas of wildlife inhabitirg citsr forests. Overis,259 acres of 200 
plus year-old forests vere (removed from the timber harvest base or 
ae placed on long rotation) to provide for a variety of species, including 
ee as = the spotted owl, bald eagle, other forest raptors and riparian zone 
ae protection. Some of these acres are now incorporated with other land 
‘ Cay: se restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 
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_ * he Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to increase the nuaber 
Sef “high priority" spotted owl sites being protected by 12 sites. These 
ES ~ new sites were selected in cooperation with the Service and Oregon 
AS  Deperteent of Fish ané Wildlife. The new spotted owl sites enhance the 
E ‘distribution network of protected sites and resulted in $8,508 acres of 
- @uitable gpotted owl habitat being added to the 239,000 acres included 
dn the BLM/ODFW Agreement to insure the continued existence of the ow! 
_ on Bureau lands in western Oregon. The Bureau is committed to protecting 
“these owl sites through FY 1992. At such time as the spotted ovl 


_gecovery pian is completed the Bureau will incorporates the applicable 





















j * - \ pesemmandations/actions into future land management plan decisions. In 








numeroys sales have been modified (units deleted) or completely 

ped ac owls were discovered during pre-sale inventory. Al] sales 

2 Rave been inventoried using Bureau adopted protocd1. A brief 
ry of the protocol used is as follows: 

he following is @ summary of the protocol for surveying timber sales 

‘eee and developed at the BLM Biologist meeting in February 1990. 


ee es 4 “7 4 . 
a » ‘ ? Ages he al » 
- * “$6 eenduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


Conduct 3 complete surveys of the area in each of 2 years (2 
night and 1 day survey vere allowed). If there is only tine 
for 1 year of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 

Occupancy surveys should be conducted betveen April 1 and July 
31, with at least 2 surveys before June 1. 


Wait a minimum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


Survey all suitable habitat vithin 0.5 miles of the sale area, 
unless it lies within 1 mile of a known owl site. 


Tf ewle were encountered status (pair or single) will be 
Geternined by followup visits 


The reproductive status determination was given a high 
priority where pair status was determined. The reproductive 
status determination visits continued until August 31 in some 
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shall immediately discontinue specified construction 


the tndangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, may be 
" altected by the operation and a determination is nade that 








"tate wate of an owl pair until it is document- 
that nesting or fledging is completed or that nisting vas 
not initiated or if initiated had failed. 


special stipulations may be 


» Glese (within a 0.5 mile) to owl nests or 


1 to ‘avoid harassment of ovle or their progeny. 
‘no burning would be alloved on any unit that is vithin 













@ conclusion of this biological assessment that the FY91 proposed 


. oe ‘timber sale may adversely affect the northern spotted owl. This 
qo care is based on the fact that this sale would remove 111 acres of 
‘suitable habitat (80+ year old forest). These acres proposed for harvest 
—. remove habitat 1 the Coast Range province (within the specific radii 
of ‘one known. pair of spotted owls. 
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Formal consultation is requested on this timber sale which contain units that 
“may a@versely affect" the northern spotted owl. The Bureau will continue 
to initiate consultation on any timber sale vhere a listed species is 
p renee eee we Wie Gyress hes discretionary authority. 
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The printouts Contain the » following 
ton categorized by resource area, for each Oistrict: 


Location frase 
Pair status 
Number of juveniles located 


Pa’ tr seats and ee juveniles located are indicated for each year 1985 


This report was generated from the Site and Cwlsumm files of our Spotted Ow! 
ong co gical marin sae for which both Site and Owlsum — 






<r 


A pair plus and additional bird were located 
A single bird (either sex) was located 
No birds were found 


self explanatory, a hyphen indicates that no surveys 


“fp Servs 
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reiterated with this rcport—Only owis 
our site criteria and subsequently have 
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0 timber sale is one of 214 separaineprcposer tibe. tei vei 
inde: provided in the Bureau's Jamison Spotted 
tegy and the Management Guidelines for the Conservation — 
ted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. ‘Thése docusents and 
(wets presented to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 


he 


jtion end updating that provided in the previous overlays are 
biological assessments from the Bureau to the Service 
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‘this biological assessment is to describe and analyze the 
Chicken Deluxe timber sale on any listed or proposed 


| in this biological assessment s the northern spotted 
). “Ne other federally listed species will 










timber sale is in compliance with the Record of Decision on 
Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan issued in April 28, 2983. This 
¢ menagenent plan. remains in effect today while the district office 
a new, broader based Resource Management Plan (RMP). The rw is 
to be implemented in October 1992. 










" OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 


- The proposed Chickes--Gaiu:s- tinksr-.cale .is-locutec within that portion of 
- the Coast Range province that lies within the Tioga resource area of the Coos 
Bey Ma district office. Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that 
SOMONE SGA ish on tne: grepeece tinter wate. The Coos Bay district 
eé@ninister. approximately 100,913 acres of forest land within the Tioga 
4 — area, Coast Range province: (appendix B, Table 3). 












: "fata 3 aso shove nat the timber etande on approcinately 38,398 scree of 
= 200,913 acres of forest land in the Tioga resource area Coast Range 
palettes ere! wer 00 youre ott. For purposes of this assessment, timber 
inte over 80 years of age vere considered as suitable habitat for spotted 
~ owls. This age group of forest stands is also the primary source of trees 
F GP Miiineek <> beet tne resource eres’ ‘s contribution to the district's annual 
‘ _ timber harvest goal. 











The proposed action is to harves: ipproximately 93 acres of suitable habitat 
- (93 acres of mature forest) with :- expected yield of approximately 3700 MBF 
: é of timber (refer to appendix B, -ible 2 for detailed information on this 
4 | timber sale). In compliance with the Jamison Strategy, no green timber sale 
; are proposed in Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs). There is no new roac 
‘Eight-of-way Construction involving mature timber in this timber sale. 

i ae ke WS | 















: -. The affected environment that-occurs-in the vicinity of the ChickeA Deluxe 
= timber sale is described in the South Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan, 
% BIS for the District. WEPA compliance documents in the form of individual 
environmental assessments are prepared annually. These environszental 
aesessments will be revised, if necessary based on the outcome of this 
binlegical assessment and/omf formal consultation. The affected 
environment has also been in the following documents that have been 
-previcuzl;: chs-ed with the Seuviens Spotted Owl Envirormenta:~xssesiaeht 
(February 1987) the formal consultations on the Bureau's Pre 318 and Section 
318 Timber Sale Progrims (July 1990) and the Jamison Strategy and Managenent 
Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl (September 1990). 


A. The Northern Spotted Owl 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the northern spottea 
owl and the major structural components of its primary habitat. The best 
scientific eee 5 on the spotted owl is contained in the publication 
“Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Ovi in Oregon," (Forsnan 1987) 
and in the Interagency Scientific Committee (ISC) report entitled "A 
Conservation Strategy for the Northern Spotted Owl" (Thomas 1/190). 


The following research report, "Spotted Owl Home Range and Habitat Use 
in Southern Oregon Coast Ranges" (Carey, Reid and Horton 1990), further 
describe spotted owl habitat use in the Coast Range province in which 
this timber sale is located. 


Suitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as forest stands 





q over 80 years old (see Appendix B, table 3). 



















' © pre-section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation documents and 
ine Jas Strategy's maps and overlays, presented fipotted ow! Jate on 
occupancy and reproducti@m data for known owl sites on 
kag x” al i and adjacent private lands in Western Oregon. Appendix c 
| updates spotted ovl occupancy and reproduction collected during 
_ _ fgwentories and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. The map overlays 
a : a "provide updated information »% owl site occurrence and “'stribution and 
oa a display of suitable habitat distribution on BLM lands. The information 
on the specific owl sites located within the vicinity of the Chicken 
Deluxe timber sale is highlighr=* i=. \spenéise 3; table. i andthe Jamison 
Plan Strategy overlay maps and vicinity maps. 
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[¥. ANALYSES OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 
A. Digect and Indirect Effects 


The proposed action will ot impact the bald eagle or the American 
peregrine falcon. There are no known nesting locations or documented 


sightings in the vicinity of the proposed sale. However, the proposed 
action may affect the federally listed northern spotted owl. 


1. Suitable Habitat 


The proposed Chicken D-.:xe timber sale will remove approximately 


4 93 acres of suitable harc:*at from Bureau lands in the Coast Range 
‘ province. This sale occ .:s in the Coast Range Area of Concern. The 
. clearcut method of timber harvest will be used. This reduction of 


habitat equates to 0.04% of the suitable habitat in the province 





ae overall and 0.26% of the suitable habitat in that portion of the 
m | Coast Range provirt-e that lies in the Tioga Resource Area. Refer 


‘+ > 


- . de 
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8, table 2 for effects of the sale on suitable habitat. 
timber sales «re iccated in HCAs. Appendix 8. Table 4 
the ecreage of suitable habitat that is found on BLM lands 


This proposed sale action vill not impact any known ‘owl sites based 
2 REPS Saaz cetius-Sur this prevines. This sale vould not resul. 
“Am the incidental take of any pairs or singles according to 
| Ameddental take guidelines used by the Service. Information on the 
| dn@ividual sites and their status under the standards pre and post 
harvest are shovn in table 1. Owl surveys for this sale meet the 
Gale eurvey protocol described on pege 10 of this document. It is 
estimated that 90% of the suitable spotted owl habitat in the 
Resource Area has been surveyed to date. 


Impacts on Dispersal Habitat 


with respect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the ISC to provide 
 @iapersel habitat, the proposed sale will have the following effects. 
The sale occurs within 2ne quarter township. The acreage to be 
removed wuld drop the :::irter township from 36% to 33%. Refer to 


appendix D for specific :.reages for the quarter townships impacted. 
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activity would not remove any suitable spotted owl 
—_ ae @ result of the proposed action, the post harvest activities 
€ slash dispose: and tree planting could occur on approximately 93 

21 These actions will have negligible effects on spotted ov! 

“3 < hol Tf it is determined that the slash disposal activity may 
ES ce ween ws one pair(s) of owls or the young 


M , Mae 
Bf. + 
rs 


a | peetuoet, tining restrictions vill be instituted to reduce or eliminate 
| 5 eee we ao wesey meter on tn sale unt 18 Se not enpctet te 


= ‘wae rr : affect the potential of the site to provide future habitat 
aS io f 
ae a fe pee especies of the owl. The slash burning targets the finer, 


i R6E fusle and dove not normally reduce the number of larger down 
Jo a ee, 

4 Mpa ‘pieces. These larger pieces would be carried over into the new 
fedeet stand to meet habitat requiresents for selected prey species. 
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taienin 10 te 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial thinning 
ee mane ot oe 
Rove ay This action aay have some long term beneficial effect upon owl 


a) 


_ babies. The pre-commercial thinning activity and fertilisation will 


“tbe rented a0 « separate action and have been consulted upon informally. 
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Cumulative Inpects 
There are 265 acres of suitable habitat on private land within the 
— - gation of land vhere the proposed action is located and those private 
‘pe Sane retjoiniag the section where the action is proposed. This 
“a . 210 Of the total habitat available prior to the ~roposed 
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i. A total of 7540 acres surrounding this sale vere evaluated for 
| # habitat. A check cf the OOF pernit applications indicated that 
) to hermastevere on file as of January is, 199%. 














. fdores 0d welt sont acxy.eiteruativas-to avoid or reduce potential 
IRt of tinker enles on spotted ov's and their habitat. Alternatives 
dered and inplenented included locating timber sales only in areas 
e ovis were located, dropping sales or cle units, dropping sale 
fe within the particular redive of any known ovl cites for the 
: partial cutting units insteed of clearcutting and 
timber oales in unsuitable ovl habitat. The Bureau has 
@ the "Jenison Strategy* and hes aleo.reduced former cut levels 


m Oregon from 1.176 billion board feet per year to approxinately 
Boaré Coeet in FY91. Some of the epecific modifications that 
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6 tinder sale to provide protection for spotted ovie and suitable 
ut inclede the felloving: locating the planned units of the Chicken 
$ sale eutsice the HCA. and losetiog the planned unite evey from 
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Strategy and Management Guidelines that are being adopted 
| Beginning with the FY 1991 timber sale plan varies froa 
spotted owl plan/strategy in providing suitable habitat for 
owls. ee 


a. 4, 
td . 





~ 244+!esally sh: Jamison Strategy maintains another 50,000 ac~ae-s 


euitable habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW Agreement Areas that 
were not part of the land use plan allocations or the ISC Strategy. The 


‘Jamiooen Strategy implements nearly all the ICS recommendations except 


full application of the $0-11-40 rule. 





Implementation of the Jamison Strategy in FY 1991 will reduce District 
harvest to 162 million board feet. This is a decrease from the approved 
annual allowable cut of 254 million board feet and also lower than the 








“velume for the FY89 and FY90 set by the Section 316 harvest level of 390 
A million board feet for the two year period. This results in a harvest 


reduction of approximately 92 million board feet annually for FY91 and 
FY¥92 based on the approved annual allowable cut. 





Conservation measures implemented by BIM include the BLM/Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Spotted Owl Management Agreement signed 
in December 1967. In the agreement, BLM agreed to defer timber harvest 
around 110 spotted owl sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 acres 
of suitable hebitat. Over 108,000 of these acres that are currently 


being protected are located outside of HCA categories 1 + 2. 
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Re. Gene of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 1983 Timber 
ee | ~ Management Plans were designed to provide habitat diversity for the 
e > species of wildlife inhabiting cider forests. Over 46,300 acres of 200 
plus year-old forests were (removed from the timber harvest base or 
placed on long rotation) to provide for a variety of species, including 
the spotted owl, bald eagle, other forest raptors and riparian zone 
protection. Some of these acres are now incorporated with other land 


use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 





The: Section 318 iaegislaticn.-r-qined -ch2--Burce=. to-increase the number 
| of “high priority” spotted owl sites being protected by 12 sites. These 
new sites were selected in cooperation with the Service and Oregon 
Departnent of Fish and Wildlife. The new spotted owl sites enhance the 
distribution network of protected sites and resulted in 22,800 acres of 
suitable spotted owl habitat being added to the 239,000 acres included 
in the BLM/ODFW Agreement to insure the continued existence of the owl 
on Bureau lands in western Oregon. The Bureau is committed to protecting i§ 
these owl sites through FY 1992. At such time as the spotted owl 
recovery plan is completed the Bureau will incorporate the applicable 
recommendations/actions into future land management plan decisions. In 





' addition, numerous sales have been modified (units deleted) or completely 
dropped as owls were discovered during pre-sale inventory. All sales 
will have been inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol. A brief 

. summary of the protocol used is as follows: 


yo 
















ros1 is « summary of the protocol for surveying timber sales 
Gigmuseed and developed at the win Biologist meeting in February 1990. 
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a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


Conduct 3 complete surveys of the area in each of 2 years (2 
might and 1 day survey were allowed). If there is only tine 
for 1 year of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


3  Qeemgancy:Survg,'s =15cla be conducted between April 1 and July 
2 | 31, with at least 2 surveys before June 1. | 


- Wait a minimum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


- Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the sale area, 
unless it lies within 1 mile of a known owl site. 


- If owls were encountered status (pair or single) will be. 
deternined by followup visits 


- The reproductive status determination was given a high 
pricrity where pair status was determined. The reproductive 
status determination visits continued until August 31 in some 
districts. 





¢. Contingency Plans 


All FY 1991 timber sales contracts will contain the following 
i | gecently developed special provision: 
2 Ewe iat pds 








(2) 


mm, i 7 _ . 
eR EER PL, | SRE Re Rae tre sa - 
‘ ? oe 2 wi ene her? ig ~ la ae) * 
: . Sw ae” Saal ag! hee ake 4 Mtpadmat > 
* b é sal 7 we M + 
- Le wees 7 - ‘ » to 5 J ‘py 


(2) 










‘Special Provision 2-4 


~~ he Parchaser shall immediately discontinue srecified construction 
or timber harvesting operations upon written notice from the 
Contracting Officer that: 


threatened, or endangered plants or animals protected under 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, may be 
affected by the operation and a determination is made that 
consultation or reinitiation of-consultetion- is reyaisud 


concerning the species prior to continuing operations or; 


federal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or State 
listed species protected under BLM Manual 6840 - special 
Status Species Management - have been discovered and a 
determination is made that continued operations would affect 
the species or its habitat. 


Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt of written 
instructions and authorization by the Contracting Officer. 


In the event that operations are halted under the special 


provision E-4 the Bureau has several courses of action: 


@. Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) 
within the vicinity of an owl pair until it is documented 
that nesting or fledging is completed or that nesting was 
not initiated or if initiated had failed. 


for 








Bb. Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber sale 
by droppiny a unit that is causing the “say affect". 


















$m addition to the 8-4 provision, special stipulations may be 

written into the contract to seasonally restrict operations in 
those areas that are close (within a 0.5 mile) to owl nests or 
oe -mctivity centers to avoid harassment of owls or their progeny. 
= Yor example no burning vould be allowed on any unit that is within 
a 0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair between the date nesting 
, is confirmed and Jusz 2¢ of *hs xesti ng year unl.ss modified by 
the wildlife biologist. 


a ee 


ee The Bureau will give strong consideration to adopting the 
 Digtuxbance criteria process for determining if consultation is 
required that are presently being drafted by the PNW Spotted owl 
RBA - technical task group. 


=. BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 

os re is the conclusion of this biological assessment that the FY91 proposed 
; Chicken Deluxe timber sale may adversely affect the northern spotted owl. 
a This conclusion is based on the fact that this sale would remove 93 acres 


et 
 @f suitable habitat (60+ year o.1 forest). 


Formal consultation is requested ..t.. s imber sale which contain units that 
may adversely affect" the nort®::n spotted owl. The Bureau will continue 
te initiate consultation on any timber sale where a listed species is 
involved and where the Bureau has discretionary authority. | 
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BESi COPY AVAILABLE 


OWL INFORMATION: 
* OWL SITE NAME - - known owl locations. including locations of sites with evidence of sustained use bv owis. and sites with 
aly incedeatal 
IDNO - uaique identification number for each ow! site. Consists of a four dig Master Site Number and may have an attached 


Alternate Locauon code which Gesignates 2 site center that has moved from a previous location. [DNO's greater than 4000 
have an attached T to wdicate a temporary site center for incidental ow locations. 


STATUS - Pe pair has been verified during at least one year since 1968S. 2@ termtorial male and femaic. pair status is 
uakaown. Se single territorial owt observed during st least One year since 1985, with no pair venfied dunng that ume. Ne 
histone owl site, but no territorial owis verified since 1985. 


YR - year in which a pair has las: been verified at a site. OO pair never verified at site. 


HCA - HCA catagory | thru 4 (as listed in the [S\" report), for sale units that overiap HCA boundanes. 0 saie unit does 
not lie within HCA. 


HCAID - identification number of each HCA. 


RESL? - Y= the area thin 0.7 miles of site center lies wholly on reserved lands. P= part of area wuhin 0.7 miles lies on 
reserved lands. N= area within 0.7 mies ies completely outside of any reserved lands. Reserved lands are areas withdrawn at 


the Director level or higher. 
PREHARVEST OWL ACRES WITHIN PROVINCIAL RADIUS 


Owl acres refers to suitable spotted owi habitat (generally 80+ years of age). Physiogrephic province and associaied mean 
home renge radii are as listed: 
Oregon Cascades = 1.2 miles 


Oregon Coast Range = 15 mules 
Kismath Mountains © 1.3 miles 
Acreages listed reflect sunable habitat exstung on BLM. State. and Prvate lands. 


0.7 + owl acres within 0.7 mules of site center. 
.7-RAD - owl acres lying berween 0.7 and the provincial radius. 


TIMBERSALE INFORMATION: 
SALE NAME and UNIT - specific sale name and unit that lies within the promncial radius of a known ow! site 


SR? - Yes or No- will there be a seasonal restnction on harvest ” 
OWL ACRES OF SALE UNIT EFFECTING OWL SITE 


0.7 + owl acres of sale unit sing at:hin 0.7 miles of ow site. 
7+RAD - owl acres in sale unit ':-z Derween 0.7 miles and provincial radius of Owl site. 


TOTAL - total owl acres of saie .2:1 \ying mthin provincial radius of owl site. 


SALE UNIT EFFECTS ON OWL SITES: 
POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


~ = 28 of owt site after this sale unit, by itself. is harvested. 
‘ ™“ 


0.7 - owl acres remaining wut: 
* sues and the provincial radius of the Ow! site after nis $2.€ Sait 


“RAD - Ow! acres remaining ese: - 
self. 1s harvested. 
TOTAL - total owi acres remao |: #0:7.7 :n¢ Srowincial radius cf the owi site after (his unit. Dy cse:! 4s 


harvesied. 


a ¢/ 6 











CUMMLLATIVE POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


G7 - ont acres remaining withis 0.7 miles o/ owi sue after this sale wait. and all pnor unis cifecting this sue are 


harvened. 
TRAD - eA acres remeining between 0.7 miles and the provincial radius of the ow! site after this saie unit. and ail 


for wass eflecung this ste are harvested. 
TOTAL - tami owt acres cemaining within the promncial radius of the ow! site after this unit. and all pnor units 


effecting this site urs harvested. 
7% ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yes or No - does at least 70 acres of suitable habite: exist around ow: =: center before harvest of sale unit. 


POST - Yes or No - will at ieast 70 acres of susable habust remain around owl site center afvrr harvest of this sale 
vait. 


B2 Table 2 Columa Heading Definitions. 


SALE NAME aad UNIT - legai name of specific umbersale and unus within sale. 


AREA OF CONCERN - CG= Columbia Gorge. CR= Coast Range. SP= Santiam Pass. SW= South Wiliamette/Nomh 
- Umpqua, RU Rogue/Umpqua. 1-5 [-5S/Ashiand. 


MAY EFFECT - Me may effect situation arising from harvest of suable habitat. Ye may effect situation ansing from a 
reacoa other than “arvest of sustable habitat. N= no effect. 


HCA - HCA catagory | thew 4 (as listed in the ISC report), for sale uaus that overiap HCA boundanes. 0« sale unit does not 
he mthie HCA 


HCAID - identificauen number of each HCA. N/A® unit does not lie within HCA. 


SALE UNIT ACRES TO BE REMOVED 
TOTAL - total acreage wwhin each sale unit. 
SUTT. - susable owl habitat (generally 80+ years of age) within the sale uni. 


HARVEST METHODS TO BE UTILIZED 


HARVEST METHOD «= CLEAR CLT. SELECT CUT. THINNING. SALVAGE (inciuding down trees. azard trees. 294 
green trees associated with salvage units). ROAD RLO.W. (unis to be clear cut for road nght-ol-wass) 


TOTAL - total acreage within cach sale unit to be removed by harvest method. 


SUIT. - sumable owl habitat (generally 80+ vears of age) within the sale unit. An astenck (*) indicates select cut units (531 
have sunable ow! habitat within them and enicn sill remain suuabis alter harvest due to canopy cover no: Seing reduced 


below 40 percent. - 














se RESOURCE AREA - \dsntifis « unique Resource Asa within each Discie 


PROVINCE - the partion of the Physiogsephic Province iying withia s Rey curce Ares. (map of province boundanes available 
wpos request). 


ACRES IN FORESTED LAND ~ ( Gguves pressased bese seflest 1990 anaiyais). 





DISPERSAL - a emt aca aacaaa aes 
bebient for epoted onts, as defined ia ISC repor. 


wager Css win cach Pons pain fs Rennes Aas te 19 20 yuo (Note: Tabis 1 and 
Table 2 define “sutsablc habienc* eaves’ as thar oa. SUITABLE is here as 80-200 
cid to allow poessamaion of dais en OLD GROWI cans). wi. a pe tas gr 


OLD GROWTH - + Cevem eases withie cach Provines portion of 2 Rescuses Asus that ase at leant 200 years old. (Note: this 
hebieat has been bumped ineo “SUITABLE? ia Tobie | and 2). 








TOTAL - coca! land aces within cach Proviace portion of o Resouses Aces that is fosemed. 
TOTAL SALE ACRES TO 88 REMOVED 
ALL SALES - counl awangs of aff sales within each Proviass portion of a Resseses Asa. 


MAY EPPUECT - eengs of ali anle unis thot will remove suitable ont hablent (60+ yeas of age) or that may effect owls 
other than by remevel of suieabts hobien (Le.: poanibie Gissustance to knows owl ate, removal of sun habitat where unit has 


sot been verified to be ensesupied eesusding to protnenl). 
TOTAL SUITABLE OWL ACRES TO SB REMOVED 


| ALL SALES - eseni acreage of ali snies within each Provines portion of a Resouses Ases that will remove suusbie owl habitat 
(values wil abways Be the anaes as the MAY EFFECT veives ised in this cosegory, since any mule that removes suuabie 
habitat wil be conndered as 8 may effect). 


MAY EPPOCT - ecsenge of aff sale unics that will remove suitable owl habicat (60+ years of age). 


SUITABLE HABITAT REMOVED THAT WILL RESULT IN TAKE 


MAY EPPECT - acreage of all cale units (5a: wil remove suxable owl habitat (80+ years of age), and will result in ‘ake. 
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ae The printouts contain the following 
 cemmeentton categorized by resource area, for each District: 


Location fam 
Pair status 
Number of juveniles located 


Pair status and the number of juveniles located are indicated for each year 1985 
to 1990, inclusive. 


This report “&s generated from the Site and Owlsumm files of our Spotted Ow! 
Oatabase. Locations have been summarized for which both Site and Owlsumm entries 
ere available. Codes are used to identify Resource Area and pair status. To 
facilitate interpretation I am including a list of the resource areas and their 
coding number. Pair status is coded “-", “P”, “A”, “8°, “O°: 


- = No surveys were conducted 

? = A oair was located. 

A= A pair plus and additional bird were located 
$ = A single bird (either sex) was located 

0 = No birds were found 


The number of juveniles is self explanatory, a. aes csaeeees that no surveys 
were conducted that year. 


There is 1 point that needs to be reiterated with this report--Only owls 
found at locations that meet or have met our site criteria and subsequently have 
entries in the Site and Owisum files are reported. 
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"11-40" HABITAT 


November 14th, 1990 
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COOS BAY DISTRICT 
- 1991 1991 | TOWNSHIP 1990 1991 
TOWNSHIP SALE SALE | QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
SALE MAME QUARTER ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
Indian Overlook 298-12u-se | 62 62 1021 449 4 386 38 
Indian Cr. ROW 298-120-sB i i 
Total 63 63 
Semicon Salvage 308-11W-"N = 3 1655 1084 66 1081 ” 68 
Ugly Eckley 308-12W-sw is9—'is«as SSS 270 a9 71 13 
Ugly Eckley 318-130-NE 37 37 367 78 21 41 11 
Boheaia ROW 318-14W-ww i i 634 ase 55 457 5S 
Lobeter #111 388-1 30-1 41 41 369 156 42 115 31 
Lobeter Will 358-1 30-sw 171 = s_«47 368 206 53 35 9 
Deep Creek 308-140-NE 160 = s«60 341 290 6s 130 38 
North Fork Chetco 39S-13W-swW 64 64 2317 1591 69 1368 59 
Cissy b'8 39S-13W-SW 139 =s_«4399 
Totel 223-223 
lyctlewood Worth Fork Chetco 408-13N-MW 162 162 2517 1699 75 1737 69 
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United States Department of the Interior 


BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
OREGON STATE OFFICE 

P.O. BOX 2965 (1300 N.E. 44th Avenue) 

PORTLAND. OREGON 97206 ([N REPLY REFER TO 





6842.1 (932) 


FEB 02 1991 





“Te: wssell D. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 2600 $.E. 98th Ave., Suite 100 
Portland, Oregon 97266 


State Director, Bureau of Land Managenent 
for Formal Consultation Pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered 


Act and 50 CFR 402.14 Concerning the FY 1991 
Bateman & Robin Timber Sale. 









‘In accordance with Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 as 
iecnel'¢ the State Office, Bureau of Land Management (Bureau) requests 
on the FY 1991 Bateman & Robin timber sale which may effect 


‘threatened or endangered species. 


‘Tre proposed action is the Bateman & Robin timber sale which is located within 
portion of the Coast Range province that lies within the Tioga resource 
the Coos Bay district office. This sale is located in Township 25S 
09W Section 6 (Refer to the vicinity map in Attachment 2 of the biological 

). The timber sale will remove 89 acres of suitable spotted owl 
tat from Bureau lands in the Coast Range province in Western Oregon. 


The proposed Bateman & Robin timber sale was designed in conformance with the 
‘Bureau's direction ided by the Jamison Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy and 
lines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl FY 
The location and impact of this FY 1991 timber sale was 
and overlays that were presented to the Fish and Wildlife 

vice’ in September 1990. Additional map overlays are being 
transmitted to the Service in the FY91 consultation overview document based on 
informal consultation meetings held between the Bureau and the Service's Portland 
Field Office staff. These overlays display the current spotted owl distribution 
Telated to this timber sale and verified owl pair sites found in the province 
in which the sale occurs. 


We have analysed the effects of the proposed Bateman & Robin timber sale on 
Siietee’ ec threatened and endangered species that are known to occur in the 

ty of the yg sale. It is the conclusion of the attached biologica. 
that this timber sale is likely to adversely affect the Northern 
owl or its habitat. Therefore, we request that the Service initiate 
formal consultation on the Bateman & Robin timber sale. 


OWlbs-001 141 
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, ‘direct any specific questions or requests for additional data on this 
, to the Area Manager for the Tioga Resource Area. Coos Bay 


office (FTS telephone 422-9246). 


- eC: WS, Rezional Director 
Attachments: Biological Assessment 
ts 


Other Relevant Documen 











ae me, 
oa Wr -BIOLOCICAL ASSESSMENT FOR ‘THR 


FY 1991 BATEMAN & ROBIN TIMBER SALE 
COOS BAY DISTRICT 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 


The Bateman & Robin timber sale is one 32°: .wepec sce piomesd? Ciyer 
harvest act.ons designed under the direction provided in the Bureau's Jamison 
Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy and the Management Guidelines for the 
Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992: These 
docunents and maps with overlays vere presented to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service) in September 1990 for reference. Additional map overlays 
providing new information and updating that provided in the previous overlays 
ere included in the overview document that transmitted this and other 
individual FY 1991 timber sale biological assessments from the Bureau to the 
Service for formal consultation. } 


The purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and analyze the 
impact of the proposed Bateman & Robin timber sale on any listed or proposed 
species pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The 
species to be addreesed in this biological assessment is the northern spotted 


owl (Strix occidentalia caurina). No other federally listed species will 


be atfectec). 
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timber sale is in compliance with the Record of Decision on 
| Coast-Curry Timber Managesent Flan issued in April 28. 1983. Thi« 
timber management plan remains in effect today while the district office 


5, ees 


_  @@velepe a new, broader based Resource Management Plan (RMP). The RMP is 


scheduled to be implemented in October 1992. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 


The proposed Bateman & Robin timber sale is located within that portion of 
the qpaz-Ranze-provinss rat ties within the Tioga resource area of the 
Coos Bay BIM district office. Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that 
displays the location of the proposed timber sale. The Coos Bay district 
administers approximately 100,913 acres of forest land within the Tioga 


resource area, Coast Range province (appendix B, Table 3). 


Table 3 also shows that the timber stands on approximately 35,395 acres of 
the 100,913 acres of forest land in the Tioga resource area Coast Range 
province are over 80 years old. For purposes of this assessment, timber 
stands over 80 years of age were considered as suitable habitat for spotted 
owls. This age group of forest stands is also the primary source of trees 
for harvest to meet the resource area's contribution to the district's annua! 
timber harvest goal. 


The proposed action is to harvest approximately 89 acres of ‘table habitat 
(89 acres of old growth forest) with se expected yield of approximately 5400 
MBP of timber (refer to appendix B, table : for detailed information on this 
timber sale). In compliance with the Jamison Strategy, no green timber sales 
are proposed in Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs). ‘There ig no new road 
right-of-way construction involving mature tiabar in this timber sale. 


42] 














Itt. DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the Bateman & Robin 
timber sale is described in the South Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan, 
EIS for the District. NEPA compliance documents in the form of individual 
environmental assessments are prepared annually. These environmental 
assessments will be revised, if necessary based on the outcome of this 
biological assessment and/or after formal consultation. The affected 
environment has also been described in the following documents that have boen 
prcuvieusly shared with the Service: Spotted Owl-inetrvuussates-Aseeseueiir 
(February 1987) the formal consultations on the Bureau's Pre 318 and Section 
318 Timber Sale Programs (July 1990) and the Jamison Strategy and Managenent 
Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl (September 1990). 


A. The Northern Spotted Owl 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the northern spotted 
owl and the major structural components of its primary habitat. The best 
scientific information on the spotted owl is contained in the publication 
"Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Ow] in Oregon," (Forsman 1987) 
and in the Interagency Scientific Committee (ISC) report entitled "A 
Conservation Strategy for the Northern Spotted Owl (Thomas 1990). 


The following revearch report “Spotted Owl Home Range and Habitat Use 
in Southern Oregon Coast Ranges" (Carey, Reid and Horton 1990) further 
describes spotted owl habitat uve in the Coast Range province in which 


this timber sale is located. 














A. 





Suitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as forest lana 


over 80 years old (see Appendix B, table 3}. 


BLM's pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation documents and 
the Jamison Strategy's, maps and overlays, presented spotted owl data 
on distribution, occupancy and reproduction data for known owl sites on 
BLM lands and adjacent private lands in western Oregon. Appendix Cc 
updates spotted owl occupancy and reproduction data collected during 
inventories and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. The map overlays 
provide upiaceu iatciweiion cii vwi Bite occurrence and distribution and 
a display of suitable habitat distribution on BLM lands. The information 
on the specific owl sites located within the vicinity of the Bateman ¢& 
Robin timber sale is highlighted in Appendix B, tables 1 and Jamison Plan 
Strategy overlay maps and vicinity maps. 


| IV. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 


Direct and Indirect Effects 

The proposed action will not impact the bald eagle or the American 
peregrine falcon. There are no known nesting locations or documented 
sightings of either species in the vicinity of the proposed sale. 
However, the proposed action may affect the federally listed northern 


spotted owl. 








: 1. Suitable Habitat 


The proposed Bateman -& Robin timber sale will remove 89: adres of 


suitable habitat from Bureau lands in the Coast Range province. 
This sale occurs in the Coast Range Area of Concern. The clearcut 
method of timber harvest will be used. This reduction of habitat 
equates to 0.03% of the suitable habitat in the province overall and 
0.25% of the suitable habitat in that portion of the Coast Range 
province that lies in the Tioga Resource Area. Refer to Appendix 


<=, tari: 2 for effects of the sale on suitable hakituc. 


No green timber sales are located in HCAs. Appendix B, Table 4 
summarizes the acreage of suitable habitat that is found on BLM lands 
within specific HCA(s) in the Coast Range province in which this 
timber sale is located. 


2. Impacts on Known Owl Sites 


This proposed sale action will impact one known owl site on the 
Roseburg BLM district based on the 1.5 mile radius for this province. 
This sale will not affect any known owl sites on the Coos Bay 
district lands. For that portion of the Coast Range province in the 
Drain Resource area it equates to 1.7% of the pair sites. This sale 
would not result in the incidental take of any owl pairs or singles 
according to incidental take guidelines used ‘y the Service. 
Information on the individual sites and their status under the 
standards pre and post harvest are shown in table 1. Information 
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on the occupancy and reproduction records (1985-1990) on the impacted 


sites is displayed in Appendix C. Information um the Bear Ridge owl 
site impacted by this timber sale is contained in the Drain resource 
area consultation package. Owl surveys for this sale meet the sale 
survey protocol described on page 10 of this document. It is 
estimated that 90% of the suitable spotted owl habitat in the 
Resource Area has been surveyed to date. 


3.  Iwpacts on Dispersal Habitat 


With respect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the ISC to provide 
dispersal habitat, the proposed sale will have the following effects. 
The sale occurs within one quarter township. The acreage to be 
removed would drop the 25S-08W NW quarter township from 57% to 30%.) 
Refer to appendix D for specific acreages for the quarter townships 


impacted. 


Interrelated and Interdependent Actions 


Road construction activity will not remove any acres of suitable spotted 
owl habitat. As a result of the proposed action, the post harvest 
activities of slash disposal and tree planting could occur on 
approximately 89 acres. These actions will have negligible effects on 
spotted owl habitat. If it is determined that the slash disposal 
activity may present an adverse situation co a nesting pair(s) of owls 


.or the young produced, timing restrictions will be instituted to reduce 


or eliminate the adverse effect. Although slash burning activities will 
reduce the amount of down woody material on the sale unit it is not 
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expected to appreciably affect the potential of the site to provide 
future habitat for prey species of the owl. The slash burnina tarcets 
theéfiner, lighter fuels and does not’ normally reduce the number of 
larger down woody pieces. These larger pieces would be carried over into 
the new forest stand to meet habitat requirements for selected prey 


species. 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial thinning 
and fertilization of the regrowing stand may occur. This action would 
mstzhew sonp-aavorse itpccc as it would involve the treatment of non 
habitat. This action may have some long term beneficial effect upon owl 
habitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and fertilization will 
be treated as a separate action and have deen consulted upon informally. 


Cc. Cumulative Impacts 
3. There are 494 acres of suitable habitat on (private or state land) 
within the circle of the owls affected. This amounts to 28 percent 
of the total habitat within the area of the combined circles. A 


check of the ODF permit applications indicate that no plans for 
harvest were on file as of January 24, 1991. 


ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
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Alternatives Considered 


During the period covered by this Biolo§ical Assessment, the Bureau 
considered and utilized many alternatives to avoid or reduce potential 
impact of timber sales on spotted owls and their habitat. Alternatives 
considered and implemented included locating timber sales only in areas 
where no owls were located, dropping sales or sale units, dropping sale 
unite within the particular radius of any known owl sites for the 
specific province, partial cutting units instead of clearcutting and 
scheduling timber sales in unsutiudtiemuwl-habitat.<“itiue Succau has 
adopted the “Jamison Strategy” and has also reduced former cut levals 
in western Oregon from 1.176 billion board feet per year to approximately 
750 million board feet in FY91. Some of the specific modifications that 
the Bureau adopted during the preplanning development of the Bateman & 
Robin timber sale to provide protection for spotted owls and suitable 
habitat include the following: locating the planned units of the Bateman 
& Robin timber sale outside the HCA. 


Conservation Measures 

The Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines that are being adopted 
by the Bureau beginning with the FY 1991 timber sale plan varies from 
the ISC spotted owl plan/strategy in providing suitable habitat for 
spotted owls. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jamison Strategy 
incorporates all protection of suitable habitat in the ISC Committee's 
HCAs . through 4 and that which occurs on lands allocated for other 


resource values in the land use plans. 














Additionally the Jamison Strategy maintains another 50,000 acres of 
suitable habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW Agreement Areas that 
were not part of the land use plan allocations or thre ISC Strategy. The 
Jamison Strategy implements nearly all the ICS recommendations except 


full application of the 50-11-40 rule. 


Implementation of the Jamison Strategy in FY 1991 will reduce District 
harvest to 162 million board feet. This is a decrease from the approved 
annual allowable cut of 254 million board feet and also lower than the 
volume fow sho F729% an?-FYS? act Sy cho Section 318 harvest level of 390 
million board feet for the two year period. This results in a harvest 
reduction of approximately 92 million board feet annually for FY91 and 
FY92 based on the approved annual allowable cut. 


Conservation measures implemented by BIM include the SLM/Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Spotted Owl Management Agreement signed 
in December 1987. In the agreement, BLM agreed to defer timber harvest 
around 110 spotted owl sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 acres 
of suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of these acres that are currently 


being protected are located outside of HCA categories 1 + 2. 


Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 1983 Timber 
Management Plans were designed to provide habitat diversity for the 
species of wildlife inhabiting older forests. Over 46,300 acres of 200 
plus year-old forests were (removed from the timber harvest base or 
placed on long rotation) to provide for a variety of species, including 
the spotted owl, bald eagle, other forest raptors and riparian zone 
protection. Some of. these acres are now incorporated with other land 
use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 
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The Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to increase the number 
vf “high priority" spotted owl sites being protected by 12 sites. These 
new sites were selected in cooperation with the Sérvice-and Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. The new spotted owl sites enhance the 
distribution network of protected sites and resulted in 22,300 acres of 
suitable spotted owl habitat being added to the 239,000 acres included 
in the BLM/ODFW Agreement to insure the continued existence of the owl 
on Bureau lands in western Oregon. The Bureau is committed to protecting 
these owl sites through FY 1992. At such tine as the spotted owl 
=3covery plan is completed the Bureau will: itcorporatotiieappi iavie 
recommendations/actions into future land management plan decisions. 


In addition, numerous sales have been modified (units deleted) or 
completely dropped as owls were discovered during pre-sale inventorv 
' All sales will have been inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol. a 
brief summary of the protocol used is as follows: 


The following is a summary of the protocol for surveying timber sales 
discussed and developed at the BLM Biologist meeting in February 1990. 


To conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


- Conduct 3 complete surveys of the area in each of 2 years (2 
night and 1 day survey were allowed). If there is only time 


for 1 year of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


- Occupancy surveys should be conducted between April 1 and Juiy 
31, with at least 2 surveys before June 1. 
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- Wait a minimum of i week between surveys of a site. 


- Survey all suitable hebitat within 0.5 miles of the sale area, 
unless it lies within 1 mile of a known owl site. 


- If owls were encountered status (pair or single) will be 
determined by followup visits 


--. The reproductive status determination was given a high 
priority where siz stct=<s was -dotcrmicted:tae reproductive 
status determination visits continued until August 31 in some 
districts. 


c. Contingency Plans 


All FY 1991 timber sales contracts will contain the following 
recently developed special provision: 
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Special Provision E-4 


The Purchaser shall immediately discontinue specified constructiors 
or timber harvesting operations upon written notice from the 
Contracting Officer that: 


(1) threatened, or endangered plants or animals protected under 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, may be 
affected by the operation and a determination is made that 

."comzultation or reinitiation of consultation ie <equirec 


concerning the species prior to continuing operations or; 


(2) federal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or State 
listed species protected under BIM Manual 6840 - Special 
Status Species Management - have been discovered and a 
determination is made that continued operations would affe- 
the species or its habitet. 


Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt of written 
instructions and authorization by the Contracting Officer. 


In the event that operations are halted under the special 
provision E-4 the Bureau has several courses of action: 
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a. Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) 
within the vicinity of an owl pair until itis documented 


that nesting or fledging is completed or that nesting was 
not initiated or if initiated had failed. 


b. Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber sale 
by dropping a unit that is causing the “may affect". 


In addition to thi E-4 provision, special stipulations may be 
written into the contract t¢% <scssoneliy restrics cpecdiicus in 
tho + areas that are close (within a 0.5 mile) to owl nests or 
activity centers to avoid harassment of owls or their progeny. 
For example no burning would be allowed on any unit that is within 
a 0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair between the date nesting 
is confirmed and Juna 30 of the nesting year unless modified by 
the wildlife biologist. 


The Bureau will give strong consideration to adopting the 
Disturbance criteria process for determining if consultation is 
required that are presently being drafted by the PNW Spotted Owl 
RDA - technical task group. 











VI. RPIGLOCICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 


It is the conclusion of this biological assessment that the FY91 proposed 
Bateman & Robin timber sale may adversely affect the northern spotted owl. 
This conclusion is based on the fact that this sales will remove 89 acres 
of suitable habitat (8C+ year old forest). These acres proposed for harvest 
also remove habitat in the Coast Range province (within the specific radii 
of one known pair of spotted owls. 


Formal consultation is requested on this timber sale which contain units that 
“may edversely affect" the northern spotted owl. The Bureau will continue 
to initiate consultation on any timber sale where a listed species is 
involved and where the Bureau has discretionary authority. 
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APPEOK GB. Oefiawons of Cotuma Hesdings used in Tobies. 
Be scopes wma “5 Vie 
OWL INFORMATION: 


‘ow. sre + knows ont sccenens, including iocetions of sites with evidence of sumtsined use by owls, and sites with 
caty wncséental 


IDNO - enique identification aumber for each owl cits. Consion of s four Gigh Maser Ses Number and may have 0 attached 
Alernate Locntion codes which Gesigneses 6 cite center that hes moved som 6 previous location. IDNO's grester than 4000 
have on attached T to indicate 2 temporary cits conser for incidental ont locations. 


STATUS ~ Pe pole has Seen verified Gusing ot loam ons your since 1905. 2¢ territorial mate and female, peir status is 
eataown. So ciagle terrtorial owt cbesrved Gusing ot least ons year since 1985, wich ao pair verified Guring that time. No 
hissosic out cits, but ao territorial owts verified since 1955. 


YR- year in which « poic hes last been verified at 0 cits. GDo pair never verified a: cits. 


HCA - ee eewaey 5 Gi OG Gans & Ge EE age, Seah eip en outly HEA Comtete. Oe sate vax does 
act ie within KX A. 


HCAID - ideneification aumber of each HCA 


RESL? - Y= che aves within 0.7 mites of sits conser lies wholly cn reserved leads. Po por of ares within 0.7 miles lies on 
sescrved tends. Ne asus within 0.7 miles lies completely outside of any reserved lends. Reserved lands ase areas wuhérews 
the Disecser level or higher. 


Out acves sefess to euleabis apemed owt habieat (geaceaily 80+ years of age) Physioguaphic province sad easocisted mesa 
home sange sadll ase as East 

Gugee Cumtes ° i232 mies 

Guegen Comm Range © 15 mies 

Kismet Mecsmins « 13 miles 
Acseages timed reflect suisabte babies: existing on BLM, Seats, and Privese lands. 








G7 ~ ow acres within G7 miles of site comer. 
7-RAD - ont acres tying beswece 6.7 ond the provincial redius. 
TOTAL - sotal ont acres within provincial rodiun. 


SALE NAME and UNIT - specific cate came ond nit that lies within the provincial radins of 2 known owl sive. 
SR? - Yes or No- will these be o seasons! semriction on herven ? 
OWL ACRES OF SALE UNIT EFFECTING OWL SITE 

G7 - ont scves of sate oni tying within 0.7 mites of ont sive. 


7-RAD - ow acres in sale van tying between 0.7 miles and provincial radius of owl sue. 
TOTAL - total owt acres of sale unit tying within provincial radius of owl sine. 


0.7 - owt scres remaining within 0.7 miles of owl site sfter this sale unit, by sell. is hervened. 

.7-RAD - ow acres remsiang berween 0.7 mules and the proviansl radius of the owl sue after this sale unit. Dy 
vse. harvested. 

TOTAL - total ow acres remaining within the promncial radius of the owt site shter this wast. by useif. 
harvessed. 




















CUNIMULATIVE POST HARVEST O42 AcazS 


a?y.C« Owl acves semaining within 0.7 mules of ow ste after thes sale unst, and all prioe units erie -ting (his ste are 


hervemed. 

7-BAD - Ow acres comeining bereven 0.7 miles sad the provincial redsus of the xi ste after thes sale wast. and sil 
perce unes effecting thes see are harvested. 

TOTAL - total owt acres remaining within the promaciel radius of the owl sue after tha uns. and all pror vans 
eflecting the mie ore harvesied. 


7 ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yer of No - docs ot tenst 70 acres of suitable habia: exist around owl site center belore harvest of sale wait. 


POST - Yes or No - oil at toast 70 acres of suitable hebiest remain sround om sits comer sher harvest of this sale 
wast. 


ML seme / totems He -ding Definition. 





SALE NAME aad UNIT - toga! aeme of specific nenbertaie sad vests wuhen sale. 


AREA OF CONCERN - CG Columbis Gorges. CRe Coan Reage, SP* Scatiom Pass. SWe South Willamette /Norh 
Unapqua, RUo Regue/Umpqua, I-Se |-5/Achiand. 


MAY EPPECT - Me mey effect situation erasing from harven of sucatte hebuat. Y* miy effect situation aruing (ci - 
season other (ion herve: of sukabdic habuat, N= an effect. 


HCA - HCA comngery 1 chew 4 (as leed in the [SC report), for cate onic: i overtap HCA Boundaries 0 sate van does not 
ie etthin HCA. 


HCAID - identification eumber of cach HCA. N/As «att docs act le wikia HCA 


SALE UNIT ACRES TO BF REMOVE: 
TOTAL - total screage wishin cach sale unit. 
SUTT. - sunable ow habit (genernity 90+ years of age) within the sale unit. 


HARVEST METHOD « CLEAR CUT. SELECT CUT. THINNING. SALVAGE (inctuding Gown trees. hazard trees. and 
green trees amonated wth saivegs vans), ROAD f.O.W. (vans to be clear cut for roed nght-of-esys) 


TOTAL - teeal seveags within cach cate unk to be removed by harvest method. 


SUTT. - sutsable ont habeas (generally 60+ years of age) wuhin the sale want. An asterich (") indicates select cut wants 1521 
have suitabts owt hebiest ewhin them snd wtuch will remars susadle after harvest due 10 canopy cover not being reduced 


betow <8 pervert. 

















RR Teme 5 Coteme sewing icine 
DISTRICT - GLA Diente: coms 
** RESOURCE ARBA - ideatifics « eniqus Resousss Asse within cach Diswict 
PROVINCE - Ge postion of ths Physinguaphic Provinces lying within s Rescues Asea. (map of province bovadaries svadisbic 
epon request) 
ACRES 0 FORESTED LAND — ( Gguees presensed bere celle: 1998 caatais). 


OCSPERLAL - Covent coves wits cach Proviacs postion of « Resourses Aca Gat ase 4 00 08 years afd end offer Gapersst 
habiest for qpettes ents, as Gefinsd ic IST sagen. 


SUATAGLE - Cosems coves wtthie cot Provinss portion of o Resenses Aces chat ase GD wo 208 yor: old. (Nowe Tutt | and 
Fae hy anny Le pega gemma DATASLE is presemced here os 60-300 yan 
66 @ eiew greseauation of Gos os OLD GROW il aor. e , 


CLD GROWTH - Seven eeves wile cack Proviass portion of o Rasseses Aces Gat ase ot team 200 yours oid. (Now: this 
‘eats hes Seen teeaped ince “TLATASLED io Tete: | and 7). 











TOTAL - coms tand aves etthin cach Province portion of ¢ Resseses Aces as is fesemed. 


AGL SALES - cont exeagpp of i ates while cot Protas pentien of o Rese Acme. 


MAY GPPECT - eerengp of of cats cats Gat OE comers cals ont batiem: GB> yous of age) or Gms easy effort owe 
ther Gas by comerel of cxlabts tebe: (Lc: pomitts Gerebenes to tows ont ces, cemeral of cee babies where cnx hes 


Get Geen verified to Ge eusesupied ausesding to geeseest) 





ALL SALES - const eovengp of oi cates otha cot Provtoms portion of 6 Rassesse Aces Get oil comers suitatts owt beban 
(valess @@ cheaye Ge Ge come as Ge MAY EPPECT vetess Gees io Gis ceeagery, nes ony cals Gat emmores seats 
habient off be eommidesed os 6 any ellen). 


MAY EPPECT - ccseage of of eats enies that wil tomers suitable ont babies: (99+ yoo: of age). 


MAY GRPECT - ceseage of afi cate enies that ol remove suinhte oxt babies (00+ goers of ags). and will ceneh in wate. 
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BLM--COOS BAY DISTRICT 


SUMMARY OF SPOTTED OWI. 
O02 JANUARY 1991 


APPENDIX Cc. 
“CCUSANCT AND saraGulci iON. 
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. , ; The printouts contain the following 
information categorized by resource area, for each District: 


Locatichn Name 
- Pair status 
Number of juveniles located 
pair status and the mumber of juveniles located are indicated for each year 1985 
to . 


the Site and Owlsumm files of our Sootted Ow! 
for which both Site and Owlsumm entries 










ir plus and additional bird were located 
single bird (either sex) was located 
No birds were found 


self explanatory, «a hyphen indicates that no surveys 





reiterated with this report--Only owis 
site criteria and subsequently heave 
and Guleum files are reported. 
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TOMNSHIP 
20S- 10¥-am 
206-1 10-08 
268- 10u-sw 
268- 10w-sw 

Total 

12w-"e 
126 
12w-s8 


J 
ad. +} 
I: 






























wo-e----- 1991 1991 | TOWNSHIP 1990 1991 
SALE SALE | QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES FERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
21 21 473 379 80 358 76 
Tioga Elk 24 27S-09W-SE 411s 4062 = 11138 28 1027 2s. 
Tioga Chicken Deluxe 278-11W-SB 93 93 3021 1079 36 986 33. 
Tioga Middle Overlook § 278-11W-sw 82 82 2873 = «1949 68 1867 * 6s 
Tioga Leatherman ROW 27S-12W-mw i 1 2029 = 1262 62 1261 62 
a i Ttiega Menasha ROW 26S-09W-NW i i 607 369 61 368 61 
73 Myrtlewsod CBE salvage 208-10W-sw 9 9 3677-2628 1 2614 1 
Mystlewood Big Blk Salvage §§ 288-10W-sw s 5 
; Total 14 14 
| Myrtlewood Daffi Dora 26S-11W-NE 204 86.204 2193 1230 56 1026 47 
¢ Tioga Last Yankee 268-11W-"w 34 34 2183 610 28 $76 26 
; Myctlewood Browneon Headwater 288-11W-s8 12 12 2904 §=._ 1255 43 1243 43 
3 
‘ Myctlewood Crose out 28s-liw-sw | . 35 3s 2795 656 31 799 29 
3 eTioga Laet Yankee 268-11W-swW 22 22 
k Total $7 $7 
Nyrtiewsod Sear Pen Salvage 298-10W-mw ? o 3449 ©9259 63 2189 63 
1 Myrtlewood Brownson Headwater 298-11W-NE 89 69 3702 =: 1399 38 1154 31 
: Syetiewsed Fall Apart 298-110-us 186 = «186 
q Total 2480-248 
Myrtieweod King saith 298-110-Ww 22 «(78 2830 1090 39 991 3s 
Myctlewood Pall Apart 298-11W-"W 20 20 
SA Mystlewood Mc Blow Salvage § 298-11W-)Ww 7 ? 
Ps ; ' 
ss ‘tytewood Pall Apart 298-11W-sw sos 1817 $02 33 439 29 
a Myctlewood Nc Blow Salvage 298-11W-sw 4 4 
Ps Total 63 63 ‘ 
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TOMNSNIP 1990 1991 
QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
1021 449 44 386 38 
1685 1084 66 1061 * 65 
SSS 270 49 21 13 
367 78 21 41 11 
634 488 ss 487 ss 
369 156 42 115 31 
388 206 $3 35 9 
341 290 es 130 38 
2317 + =s_:1891 69 1368 $9 
2617 1899 78 1737 69° 
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United States Department of the Interior 


BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
OREGON STATE OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 2965 (1300 N.E. 44th Avenue) 





6842.1 (932) 


FEB 05 1991 


"Pot Russell D. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and 


Wildlife Service, 2600 S.E. 98th Ave., Suite 100 
Portland, Oreg.n 97266 


From: _ State Director, Bureau of Land Management 
Subject: Request for Formal Consultation Pursuant to Section 7 


of the Endangered Species Act and 50 CFR 402.14 
Concerning the FY 1991 Cross Out Timber Sale. 


In actordance with Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act of 


1973 as amended, the Oregon State Office, Bureau of Land Management 





(Bureau) ts formal consultation on the FY 1991 Cross Out 
timber sale which may effect threatened or endangered species. 


action is the Cross Out timber sale which is located 
a that portion of the Oregon Coast Range province that lies 
mn the Myrtlewood resource area of the Coos Bay district 
3 - This sale is located in Township 28 S., Range 11 W., 

Section 21 (Refer to the vicinity map included in this biological 



















assesement). The timber sale will remove 35 acres of suitable 





owl habitat from Bureau lands in the Oregon Coast Range 
in Western Oregon. 


Cross Out timber sale was designed in conformance with 





peovine 


‘The proposed 

the Bureau's direction provided by the Jamison Spotted owl 
_. Conservation Strategy and the Management Guidelines for the 
_. Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. 





The location and impact of this FY 1991 timber sale was displayed 
that were presented to the Fish and Wildlife 
September 1990. Additional map overlays are 





tume~.c based on informal consultation meetings held between the 
Bureau and the Service's Portland .Field Office staff. These 
overlays display the current spotted owl distribution related to 
this t sale and verified owl pair sites found in the province 
in which the sale occurs. 


We have analyzed the effects of the proposed Cross Out timber sale 
on , threatened and endangered species that are known to 
occur the vicinity of the timber sale. It is the conclusion of 
the attached biological assessment that this timber sale is likely 
to adversely affect the Northern Spotted owl or its habitat. 
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, we request that the Service initiate formal consultation 
, Cross Out timber sale. 


= any specific questions or requests for additional 
on this eolleulbation package. to the Area Manager for the 


—! Area, Coos Bay district office (FTS telephone 


| — - 


‘ec: FWS, Regional Director 


Attachments: Biological Assessment 
Other Relevant Documents 











we 














The Cross out timber sale is one of 214 separate proposed 
timber harvest actions designed under the direction provided 
in the Bureau's Jamison Spotted Ovl Conservation Strategy and 
the Management Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern 
Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. These documents and maps 
with overlays were presented to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service) in September 1990 for reference. Additional 


map overlays providing new information and updating that 


, Provided in the previous overlays are included in the overview 


G@ocument that transmitted this and other individual Fy 1991 
timber sale biological assessments from the Bureau to the 


Service for formal consultation. 


The purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and 
analyze the impact of the proposed Cross Out timber sale on any 


listed or proposed species pursuant to the Endangered Species 
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‘at of 1973, as amended. The species to be addressed in this 





Biological assessment is the northern spotted owl (Strix 
eecidentalis caurina). No other Threatened or Endangered 


_gpecies are known to be affected by this proposed action. 


This proposed timber sale is in comp'‘ance with Record of 
Decision on the Coos Say South Coast-Curry Timber Management 
Plan issued on 04/28/83. This timber management plan remains 
in effect today while the district office develops a new, 
broader based Resource Management Plan (RMP). The RMP is 


‘echeduled to be implemented in October 1992. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 


The proposed Cross Out timber sale is located within that 
portion of the Oregon Coast Range province that lies within the 
Myrtlewood resource area of the Coos Bay BIM district office. 
Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that displays the 
location of the proposed timber sale. The Coos Bay district 
administers proximately 31,892 acres of forest land within 
the Myrtlewood resource area, Oregon Coast Range province 
(appendix B, Table 3). 


Table 3 shows that approximately 1699 acres of the 31,892 
acres of forest land in the Myrtlewood resource area Oregon 


- Gost ‘Range province are over 80 years old. For purposes of 


¥s/ 








¢ 
ae 


bg: >a 
’ <. * mae ay > ? £ as pa A 
5 
eee - this assessment, forest lands over 80 years of age vere 


se | considered as suitable habitat for spotted owls. This age 
Bi | _ group of forest stands is also the primary source of trees for 
3 harvest to meet the resource area's contribution to the 









; district's annual timber harvest goal. 

| 

’ The proposed action is to harvest 35 acres of suitable habitat 
35 acres of mature and 0 acres of old growth forest with an 
; expected yield of approximately 1.8 MMBF of timber (refer to 
appendix B, table 2 for detailed information on this timber 


sale). 


In compliance with the Jamison Stratecy, no green timber sales 
are proposed in Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs). 


There is no road right-of-way construction involved in this 
timber sale. 





- 

; The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the 
Cross Out timber sale is described in the Coos Bay South 
Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan, EIS for the District. NEPA 


Compliance documents in the form of individusi environmental 
assessments are prepared annually. These environmental 
assesements will be revised, if necessary based on the outcome 
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effected environment has also been described in the 


—- 


‘féllowing documents that have been previously shared vith the 





Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assessment (February 1987) 
thy. formal consultations on the Bureau's Pre 318 and Section 
318 Timber Sale Programs (July 1990) and the Jamison Strategy 
and Managenent Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern 
Spotted Owl (September 1990). 


A. The Northern Spotted Owl 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the 
northern ».zotted owl and the major structural components 
of its primary habitat. The best scientific information 
on the spotted owl is contained in the 19867 publication 
"Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Owl in Oregon,* 
by Dr. Eric Foresman and in the Appendix C of the ISC report 
on Spotted Owls. 


Suitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as 
forest land over 80 years old (see Appendix B, tables 3 and 
the attached overlay). 


BIM‘*s pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation 
Gocuments and the Jamison Strategy's, maps and overlays, 


presented spotted owl data on distribution, occupancy and 
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3 =. . reproduction data for known owl sites on BLM lands and 








adjacent private lands in western Oregon. Appendix Cc 
updates spotted owl occupancy and reproduction collected 
@uring inventories and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. 
The map overlays provide updated information on owl site 
eGccurrence and distribution and a display of suitable 
habitat distribution on BLM lands. The information on the 
specific owl sites located within the vicinity of the Cross 
Out timber sale is shown on the Jamison Plan Strategy 


overlays and maps. 


IV. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 


Direct and Indirect Effects 


The proposed action will have an impact on the federally 
listed northern spotted owl. 


1. Suitable Habitat 


The proposed Cross Out timber sale will remove 35 

acres of suitable habitat from Bureau lands in the 
Oregon Coast Range province. This sale occurs in an 
Area of Concern. The clearcut method of timber harvest 
‘will be used. This reduction of habitat equates to 
0.013 % of the suitable habitat in the province overall 


Ysf 








and 0.24 % of the suitable habitat in that portion of 
the Oregon Coast Range province that lies in the 
Nyrtlewood Resource Ares. Refer to Appendix B, table 
2 for effects of the sale on suitable habitat. 


No green timber sales are located in HCAs. 


Impacts on Known Owl Sites 





This proposed sale action will impect no known owl 
sites based on the 1.5 radius for this province. Owl 
surveys for this sale meet the sale survey protocol 
Gescribed on peges 13 & 14 of this document. It is 
estinated that 60 % of the suitable spotted owl habitat 
in the Resource Area has been surveyed to date. 


Impacts on Dispersal Habitat 


With respect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the ISc 
to provide dispersal habitat, the proposed sale will 
have the following effects. The sale occurs within 
1 quarter township. ‘he acreage to be removed vill 
drop the township from 31 % to 29 %. Refer to appendix 
D for specific acreages for the querter townships 
impected. 











Reed construction activity will remove no acres of suitable 
es spotted owl habitat. Loss of habitat from harvest of 
% rights-of-way is included as part of the proposed action 
4 (See Appendix B Table 2). 
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as a result of the proposed action, the post harvest 
activities of slash disposal and tree planting could occur 


on approximately 35 acres. These actions vill have 
5 negligible effects on spotted owl habitat. 1f it is 
P Getermined that the slash disposal activity may present an 


a@verse situation to a nesting pair(s) of cwls or the young 
produced, timing restrictions will be instituted to ~educe 
or eliminate the adverse effect. Although slash burning 
ectivities will reduce the amount of down woody material 
om the sale unit it is not expected to appreciably affect 
. the potential of the site to provide future habitat for 





: prey species of the owl. ‘The slash burning targets the 
finer, lighter fuels and does not normally reduce the 
number of larger down woody pieces. These larger pieces 
would be carried over into the new forest stand to seet 
: habitat requirements for selected prey species. 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre- 
, commercial thinning and fertilization of the regrowing 
stand may occur. This action would not have any adverse 
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ispect as it would involve the treatuent of non—habitat. 
This action may have sous long term beneficial effect upon 
owl Babitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and 
fertilization will be treeted as a seperate action and have 
teen consulted upon informally. 


Cc. Cumlative Inspects 


1. There are 737 acres of suitable habitat on (private or 
state land) vithin the section where the proposed 
action is located and those sections adjoining the 
section where the action is proposed. This represents 
about 73 % of the total habitat aveilable prior to the 
professed action. a she pernics cisco 1907 
indicated no sdditional harvest plans on private or 
state lands as of January 15, 1991. All existing 


permits vere essuned harvested. 
=~ = 





A. Alternatives Considered 


During the period covert’ by-this Siclogical Assessment, 
the Bureeu considered and utilized many alternatives to 
evoid or re@uce potential impect of timber sales on spotted 
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Alternatives considered and implemented included locating 
timber sales only in areas where no owls were located, 
Gropping sales or sale units and scheduling timber sales 
in unsuitable owl habitat. The Bureau has adopted the 
"Jamison Strategy” and has also reduced former cut levels 
in Western Oregon from 1.176 billion board feet per year 
to approximately 750 million board feet in FY91. some of 
the specific modifications that the Bureau adopted during 
the preplanning development of the Cross Out timber sale 


. to provide protection for spotted owls and suitable habitat 


include the following: Implement the Management Framework 
Plan recommendations and the District policy (IM OR120- 
84-12, ch. 12) ‘leaving approximately 2 wildlife trees and 
2 down and dead logs (equal to 80 cu.ft.) per acre. 


Conservation Measures 


The Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines that are 
being edopted by the Bureau beginning with th; FY 1991 
timber sale plan varies from the ISC spotted owl 
plan/strategy in providing suitable habitat for spotted 
owls. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jamison 
Strategy incorporates all protection of suitable habitat 



















ely Beer ad eccurs on lands allocated for other resource values in the 
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a : ‘3 __ M@Aitionally the Jamison Strategy maintains another 50,000 
. _ gcres of suitable habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW 
ae _ igreement Areas that were not part of the land use plan 
allocations or the ISC Strategy. The Jamison Strategy 
implements nearly all the ICS recommendations except full 
application of the 50-11-40 rule. 


> -—«s«Amplementation of the Jamison strategy in FY 1991 will 
) reduce Dis:rict harvest to 162 million board feet. This 
is @ decrease from the approved annual allowable cut of .254 
million board feet and also lower than the vclume for the 
FY89 and FY90 set by the Section 318 harvest level of 390 
million board feet for the two year period. This results 
in a harvest reduction of approximately 92 million board 
feet annually for FY91 and FY92 based on the approved 
annual allowable cut. 





Conservation seasures implemented by BIM include the 
ae Bim/Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Spotted owl 
o Management Agreement signed in December 1987. In the 
: agreement, BIM agreed to defer timber harvest around 110 
epotted owl sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 
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> oy Pas i /. eeres of suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of these acres 











that are currently being protected are located outside of 
RCA categories 1-2. ODFW agreement areas located outside 
HCA 1's within the Myrtlewood RA contain an additional 8 
owl sites which are designated as category 4 HCAs. 

Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from tne 
19863 Timber Managenerit Plans were designed to provide 
habitat diversity for the species of wildlife inhabiting 





older forests. over 46,300 acres of 200 plus year-old 

forests were (removed from the timber harvest base or 
placed on iong rotation) to provide for a variety of 
species, including the spotted owl, other forest raptors 
and riparian sone protection. Some of these acres are now 
incorporated with other land use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 


The Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to increase 
the number of “high priority" spotted owl being protected 
by 12 sites. These nev sites vere selected in cooperation 
.with the Service and Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. The new spotted owl sites enhance the 
distribution network of protected sites and resulted in 
22,800 acres of suitable spotted owl habitat being added 
to the 239,000 acres included in the BLM/ODFW Agreement to 
insure the continued existence of the owl on Bureau lands 
in western Oregon. The Bureau is committed to protecting 
these owl sites through FY 1992. At such time as the 
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spotted ‘owl recovery plan is completed the Bureau will 
7 _ incorporate the applicable recommendations/actions into 
: future land management plan decisions. 





In addition, numerous sales have been modified (units 
@eleted) cor completely dropped as owls were discovered 
‘@uring pre-sale inventory. All sales will have been 
inventoried using Bureau adopted protoco). 


. The following is a brief summary of the protocol for 
sutveying timber sales discussed and developed at the Bit 


* a ie a} : 
». . Bhelegist meeting in February 1990. 
- og . 


To conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


ae - Conduct 3 complete surveys of the area in each of 


4 2 years (2 nighttime and 1 daytime survey allowed). 
If there is only time for 1 year of survey, conduct 


if 6 surveys. 
4 r 


- Occupancy surveys should be conducted between April 
1 and July 31, with at least 2 surveys before June 
a. 


] 
- so | - Wait a minimum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 
bY 
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Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the 
sale area, unless it lies within 1 mile of a known 
owl site. 


5) - If owls were encountered status (pair or single) 
Rae): will be determined by follow up visits. 


"S - The reproductive status determination was given a 


is & high priority vhere pair status was determined the 
ia reproductive status determination visits continued 
© anti August 31 in some districts. 


bay i All FY 1991 timber sales contracts will contain the 
eis ‘ following recently developed special provision: 
Special Provision £-4 


ae The Purchaser shall immediately discontinue specified 
RS Construction or timber harvesting operations upon 
‘written notice from the Contracting Officer that: 



























completed or that nesting was not initiated or if 
initiated had failed. 


'b. Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber 
sale by dropping a unit that is causing the ‘nay 
affect". 

In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations 

may be written into the contract to seasonally restrict 

_@perations in those areas that are close (within a 0.5 

mile) to owl nests or activity centers to avoid 

harassment of owls or their progeny. For example no 

burning would be allowed on any unit that is within a 

0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair between the date 

nesting is confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year 

unless modified by the wildlife biologist. 


The Bureau will give strong consideration to adopting 
the Distushence criteria process for determining if 
consultation is required that are presently being 
Grafted by the PHW Spotted Owl RDA - technical task 























(2) 


threatened, or endangered plants or animals 
protected under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
as amended, may be affected by the operation and 
@ determination is made that consultation or 
reinitiation of consultation is required concerning 


the species prior to continuing operations or; 


federal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or 
State listed species protected under BIM Manual 
6640 - Special Status Species Management - have 
been discovered and a determination is made that 
continued operations would affect the species or 
its habitat. 


Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt 
of written instructions and authorization by the 
Contracting Officer. 


In the event that operations are halted under the 
special provision E-4 the Bureau has several 
courses of action: 


Require a= seasonal restriction (March 1 to 
September 30) within the vicinity of an owl pair 
until it is documented that nesting or fledging is 
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completed or that nesting was not initiated or if 
initiated had failed. 


‘Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber 
sale by dropping a unit that is causing the “may 
effect". 

In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations 
may be written into the contract to seasonally restrict 
operations in those areas that are close (within a 0.5 
mile) to owl nests or activity centers to avoid 
-Amgrapenent of owls or their progeny. Por example no 
burning would be alloved on any unit that is within s 
0.8 mile of 8 confiried nesting pair between the date 
‘nesting is confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year 
unless modified by the wildlife biologist. 














The Bureeu will give strong consideration to adopting 
the Distuxchengs criteria process for determining if 
consultation is required that are presently being 
; a@ratted by the PNW Spotted Owl RDA - technical task 
5 qeoup. 


aS He ote ts tae ‘conciusion of this {ological assessment Chat , 


Be. 











proposea cross Out timber sale may adversely affect the 
spotted owl. This conclusion is based on the fact 


consultation is requested on this timber sale which 

units that “may adversely affect” the northern spotted 

ae ‘The Bureau will continue to initiate consultation on any 
sale where a listed species is involved and where the 
has Giscretionary authority. 
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1990 1991 
11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
acags ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
3... 379 8 .. 8 76% 
Sa*"-" 1336 - 28 2 ee 
1679 36 906 33 
~ «*, 1949 9 & - 1867 "6s - 
4262. “Sx_ - 62 | 1263 62 
369 61 368 61 
2628 71 2614 71 
- 56 tf mL Je 
Sre"*9g | -:-: $96" 26k 
43 1243 43 
31 799 29 
a — ves be Sonn) 2 
63 2189 63 
38 1184 31 
39 991 36 
33 439 29 
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United States Department of the Interior 


BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
ORECON STATE OFFICE 
P.O BOX 296511300 '\ E 44ch Avenue) 
PORTLAND. OR TCON 97208 





CEB 95 391 6842.1 (932) 


To: Russell 0D. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 2600 S.£. 98th Ave., Suite 100 
Portland, Oregon 97266 


Proa: State Director, Bureau of Land Managenent 
Subject: Request for Formal Consultation Pursuant to Section 7 


of the Endangered Species Act and 50 CFR 402.14 
Concerning the FY 1991 Fall Apart Timber Sale. 
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with Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act of 
, the Oregon State Office, Bureau of Land 
) requests formal consultation on the FY 1991 Fall Apart 
which may effect threatened or endangered species. 
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tion of the Northern Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. 
ocaticn f this FY 1991 timber sale was displa 
on maps that were presented to the Fish and Wildlife 






September 1990. Additional sap overlays are 
to the Service in the FY91 consultation overview 
1 consultation meetings held between the 
S Portland Field Office staff. These 
current spotted owl distribution related to 
sale and verified owl pair sites found in the province 
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yzed the effects of the proposed Fall Apart timber sale 
, threatened and endangered species that are known to 
vicinity of the timber sale. It is the conclusion of 
biological assessment that this timber sale is likely 
y affect the Northern Spotted owl or its habitat. 
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BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
P¥ 1991 FALL APART TIMBER SALE 
Coos BAY DISTRICT 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 





* he Pall Apert timber sale is one of 214 seperate proposed 

{fm the Bureau's Jamison Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy and 
the Manegement Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern 
Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. These documents and saps 
with overlays were presented to the U.S. Fish and wildlife 
Service (Service) in September 1990 for reference. Additional 
map overlays providing new information and updating that 
provided in the previcus overlays are included in the overview 
_Gocument that transmitted this and other individual FY 1991 
timber sale biclogical assessments from the Bureau to the 
Service for formal consultation. 


The purpose of this biclogical assesement is to describe and 
analyse the impact of the proposed fall Apart timber sale on 
amy listed or proposed species pursuant to the Endangered 
i 53 1 
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tee eo | gpecies Act of 1973, as euended. The species to be addressed 
eee ee ee ee ee 
(exis cocigestalis _camcina) - Ho other Threstensd or 
’ Endangered species ere known to be affected by this proposed 


action. 





This proposed timber sale is in compliance with Record of 
Decision on the Coos Say South Cosst-Curry Timber Nanegesent 
Plies issued on 04/26/83. This timber menegenent plan remsins 
im effect today while the district office develops «a new, 
Seceder based Rescu“ce Mansgenent Plan (MP). The mm is 
scheduled to be implemented in October 1992. 


Ti. GESCRIPTICN OF THE PROPOSED ACTICN 


The proposed Fall Apert tisber sale is liccated within that 
portion of the Oregon Coast Range province that lies within the 
Myttleweoed rescuerce ares of the Coos Say BIN district office. 
Refer to Appendix A for «a vicinity map that displays the 
lecation of the proposed timber sale. The Coos Bay district 
aduinisters epproximately 31,892 secres of forest land within 
the Ryrtiewoed? rescurce ares, Oregon Cosst Range province 
(Appendix 8, Table 3). 


Table 3 shows that approxinstely 1,699 ecres of the 31,892 
acres of forest land in the Myrtlewood resource area Oregon 
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ae orn Range province are over 80 years old. For purposes of 
this assessment. forest lands over 80 years of age were 
considered as suitable habitat for spotted owls. his age 
group of forest stands is also the primary source of trees for 
es harvest to meet the resource area's contribution to the 
Gistrict's annual timber harvest goal. 


The proposed action is to harvest 235 acres of suitable habitat 
(235 acres of mature 0 acres of old growth forest) with an 
expected yield of approximately 15.7 MMBF of timber (refer to 

: Appendix B, Table 2 for detailed information on this timber 
sale). 


In compliance with the Jamison Strategy, no green timber sales 
are proposed in Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs). 

There are no acres of road right-of-way construction involved 
in this timber sale. (Refer to Appendix B, Table 2 for the 
- Fall Apart timber sale). 


III. DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the 
; Fall Apart timber sale is described in the Coos Bay South 
a Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan, EIS for the District. NEPA 
compliance documents in the form of individual environmental 


assessments are prepared annually. These environmental 
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will be revised, if necessary based on the outcome 


ey ~ oH a “Of this biological assessment and/or after formal consultation. 





oe Sie" The affected environment has also been described in the 
ee following documents that have been previously shared with the 


the formal consultations on the Bureau's Pre 318 and Section 


318 Timber Sale Programs (July 1990) and the Jamison Strategy 


; a Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assessment (February 1987) 
a 
3 
wd 


and Management Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern 
Spotted Owl (September 1990). 


A. 


The Northern Spotted 0+'l 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the 
northern spotted owl and the major structural components 
of its primary habitat. The best scientific information 
on the spotted owl is contained in the 1987 publication 
"Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Owl in Oregon,” 
by DOr. Eric Forsman and in the Appendix ¢ of the ISC report 
on Spotted Owls. 


Suitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as 
forest land over 80 years old (see Appendix B, Tabless 3 
and the attached overlay). 


BLM's pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation 
docur ants and the Jamison Strategy's, maps and overlays, 









fi: : 5 ee presented spotted owl data on distribution, occupancy and 
ae :3 reproduction data for known owl sites on BLM lands and 
adjacent private lands in western Oregon. Appendix c 
updates spotted owl occupancy and reproduction collected 

Ng during inventories and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. 
; The map overlays provide updated information on owl site 
‘ occurrence and distribution and a display of suitable 
habitat distribution on BLM lands. The information on the 

specific owl sites located within the vicinity of the Fall 

Apart timber sale is highlighted in Appendix B, Table 1 

and the Jamison Plan Strategy overlays and Appendix 


A,vicinity maps. 
IV. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 
, A. Direct and Indirect Effects 


‘The proposed action will have an impact on the federally 
listed northern spotted owl. 


1. Suitable Habitat 


: 
“ 


The proposed Fall Apart timber sale will remove 235 

acres of suitable habitat from Bureau lands in the 
Oregon Coast Range province. This sale occurs in an 
Area of Concern. The clearcut method of timber harvest 
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will be used. This reduction of habitat equates to 
0.09 % of the suitable habitat in the province overall 
and 1.6 % of the suitable habitat in that portion of 
the Oregon Coast Range province that lies in the 
Myrtlewood Resource Area. Refer to Appendix B, Table 
2 for effects of the sale on suitable habitat. 


No green timber sales are located in HCAs. 
Impacts on Known Owl Sites 


This proposed sale action will impact 1 known owl sites 
based on the 1.5 mile radius for this province. For 
that portion of the Oregon Coast Range province in the 
Myrtlewood Resource area it equates to 9.1 % of the 
pair sites. This sale would result in the incidental 
take of 1 pair according to incidental take guidel es 
used by the Service. Information on the individual 
sites and their status under the standards pre and post 
harvest are shown in Appendix B, Table 1. Information 
on the occupancy and reproduction records (1985-1990) 
on the impacted sites js displayed in Appendix C. owl 
surveys for this sale meet the sale survey protocol 
described on pages 13 & 14 of this document. It is 
estimated that 60 % of the suitable spotted owl habitat 
in the Resource Area has been surveyed to date. 
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~~. «3S Impacts on Dispersal Habitat 


ms | With respect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the ISC 
a td to provide dispersal habitat, the proposed sale will 
3 have the following effects. The sale occurs within 3 
: quarter townships. The acreage to be removed will drop 
the townships from 38 % to 31 % in T. 29 S., R. il W. - 
NE (Note: this quarter township includes one other unit 
from another sale), “<om 39 % to 35 % in T. 29 S., R. 
1° W. = NW (NOTE: this quarter township includes two 
other units from other sales} and 33% to 29 % in 

T. 29 S., R. 11 W.-SW (NOTE: this quarter township 
includes one other unit from another sale). Refer to 


ore 


Appendix D for speciic acreages for the quarter 


* townships impacted. 

, SB. Interrelated and Interdependent Actions 

" 

: Road construction activity will remove no acres of suitable 
] spotted owl habitat. Loss of habitat from harvest of 
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rights-of-way is included as part of the proposed action 
(See Appendix B Table 2). 


As a result of the proposed action, the post harvest 
activities of slash disposal and tree planting could occur 
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On approximately 235 acres. These actions will have 
negligible effects on spotted owl hebitat. If it is 
determined that the slash disposal activity may present an 
adverse situation to a nesting pair(s) of owls or the young 
produced, timing restrictions will be instituted to reduce 
or elininate the adverse effect. Although slash burning 
F f down woody material 
to appreciably affect 
the potential of the site to provide future habitat for 
prey species of the owl. The slash burning targets the 
finer, lighter fuels and does not normally reduce the 
number of larger down woody pieces. These larger pieces 
would be carried over into the new forest stang to meet 


habitat nggs@MMROMMED cor seine rere 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre- 
commercial thinning and fertilization of the regrowing 


stan@@ey occur. trsaletn, would not have quay adverse 
impact as it would involve the treatment of non-habitat. 









This action may have some long term beneficial effect upon 
owl habitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and 
fertilisation will be treated as a separate action and have 
been consulted upon informally. 
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Cumulative Impacts 


1. There are 234 acres of suitable habitat on (private or 


state land) within the combined circles of the owls 
affected. Tr amounts to an estimated 7 percent of 
the total habitat within the area of the combined 
circles. A check of the ODF permit applications 
indicate no plans for harvest were on as of January 15, 
1991. All permits were assumed to be harvested to 
date. 


ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 


A. 


Alternatives Considered 


During the period covered by this Biological Assessment, 
the Bureau considered and utilized many alternatives to 
avoid or reduce potential impact of timber sales on spotted 
owls and their habitat. 


Alternatives considered and implemented included locating 
timber sales only in areas where no owls were located, 
dropping sales or sale units, dropping sale units within 
the particular radius of any known owl sites for the 
specific province, partial cutting units instead of 
clearcutting and scheduling timber sales in unsuitable owl 
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habitat. The Bureau has adopted the “Jamison Strategy" and 
has also reduced former cut levels in Western Oregon fron 
1.176 billion board feet per year to approximately 750 
million board feet in Fy91. Some of the specific 
modifications that the Bureau adopted during the 
preplanning development of the Fall Apart timber sale to 
provide protection for spotted owls and suitable habitat 
include the following: Implement the Management Framework 
Plan recommendations and the District policy (IM OR120- 
84-12, ch. 12), leaving approximately 2 wildlife trees and 
2 down and dead logs (equal to 80 cu.ft.) per acre. 


Conservation Measures 


The Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines that are 
being adopted by the Bureau beginning with the FY 1991 
timber sale plan varies from the ISC spotted owl 
plan/strategy in providing suitable habitat for spotted 
owls. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jamison 
Strategy incorporates all protection of suitable habitat 
in the ISC Committee's HCAs 1 through 4 and that which 
occurs on lands allocated for other resource values in the 
land use plans. 


Additionally the Jamison Strategy maintains another 50,000 
acres of suitable habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW 
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Agreement Areas that were not part of the land use plan 
allocations or the ISC Strategy. The J :ison strategy 
implements nearly all the ICS recommendations except full 
application of the 50-11-40 rule. 


Implementation of the Jamison Strategy in FY 1991 will 
reduce District harvest to 162 million board feet. This 
is a decrease from the approved annual allowable cut of 254 
million board feet and also lower than the volume for the 
FY89 and FY90 set by the Section 318 harvest level of 390 
million board feet for the two year period. This results 
in a harvest reduction of approximately 92 million board 
feet annually for FY91 and FY92 based on the approved 
annual allowable cut. 


Conservation measures implemented by BIM include the 


BLM/Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Spotted Owl 


Management Agreement signed in December 1987. In the 
agreement, BIM agreed to defer timber harvest around 110 


spotted owl sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 
acres of suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of these acres 
that are currently being protected are located outside of 
HCA categories 1-2. ODFW agreement areas located outside 
HCA i‘s within the Myrtlewood RA contain an additional & 
owl sites which are designated as category 4 HCA‘'s. 
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Baa Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 
1963 Timber Management Plans were designed to provide 
habitet divcrsity for the species of wildlife inhabiting 
older forests. Over 46,300 acres of 200 plus year-old 
forests were (removed from the timber harvest base or 


K 
a pleced on long rotation) to provide for a variety of 
P. | species, including the spotted owl, other forest raptors 
# and riparian tone protection. Some of these acres are now 
z incorporated with other land use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 
- 
; 


Ag The Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to increase 
! the number of “high priority" spotted owl being protected 
Om by 12 sites. These new sites vere selected in cooperation 
"4 with the Service and Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. The new spotted owl sites enhance the 
distribution network of protected sites and resulted in 
22,800 acres of suitable spotted owl habitat being added 
to the 239,000 acres included in the BLM/ODFW Agreement to 
insure the continued existence of the owl on Bureau lands 
in western Oregon. The Bureau is committed to protecting 
these owl sites through FY 1992. At such time as the 
i, spotted owl recovery plan is completed the Bureau vill 
. incorporate the applicable recommendations/actions into 
future land management plan decisions. 


In addition, numerous sales have been modified (units 
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deleted) or completely dropped as owls were discovered 
@uring pre-sale inventory. All sales will have been 
inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol. 


| The following is a brief summary of the protocol for 
4 surveying timber sales discussed and developed at the BLM 
AS Biologist meeting in February 1990. 


% To conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


- Conduct 3 complete surveys of the area in each of 
2 years (2 nighttime and 1 daytime survey allowed). 
If there is only time for 1 year of survey, conduct 
6 surveys. 


-  Gccupancy surveys should be conducted between April 
1 and July 31, with at least 2 surveys before June 
4 1. 


- Wait a minimum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 
- Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the 


sale area, unless it iies within 1 mile of a known 
owl site. 
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- - If owls were encountered status (pair or single) 
will be determined by follow up visits. 


- The reproductive status determination vas given a 

high priority vhere pair status was determined the 
3 reprotuctive status determination visits continued 
¥ : until August 31 in some districts. 


es Cc. Contingency Plans 


> 
All FY 1991 timber sales contracts will contain the 
: following recently developed special provision: 


Special Provision £E-<4 


4 

= The Purchaser shell immediately discontinue specified 
r construction or timber harvesting operations upon 
: written notice from the Contracting Officer that: 

4 


(1) threatened, or endangered plants or anizals 
protected under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
es amended, may be affected by the operation and 
-@ Getermination is made that consultation or 
reinitiation of consultation is required concerning 
the species prior to continuing operations or; 
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federal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or 
State listed species protected under SLM Manual 
6840 - Special Status Species Manacczent - have 
been discovered and a determination is made that 
continued operations would affect the species or 
its habitat. 


Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt 
of written instructions and authorization by the 
Contracting Officer. 


In the event that operations are halted under the 


special provision E-4 the Sureau has several 
courses of action: 


Require «a seasonal restriction (March 1 to 
September 30) within the vicinity of an owl pair 
until it is documented that nesting or fledging is 
completed or that nesting was not initiated or if 
initiated had failed. 


Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber 
sale by dropping a unit that is causing the “say 
affect". 
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In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations 
may be written into the contract to seasonally restrict 
operations in those areas that are close (within a 0.5 
mile) to owl nests or activity centers to avoid 
haresement of owls or their progeny. for example no 
burning would be allowed on any unit that is within a 
0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair between the date 
nesting is confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year 
unless modified by the wildlife biologist. 
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The Bureau will give strong consideration to adopting 

; the Disturbance criteria process for determining if 

| consultation is required that are presently being 
Grafted by the PH Spotted Owl RDA - technical task 
group. 


VI. BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 


It is the conclusion of this biclogical assessment that the 
FY91 proposed Fall Apart timber sale may adversely affect the 
northern spotted owl. This conclusion is based on the fact 
that this sales will remove 235 acres of suitable habitat (80+ 
yeer old forest). These acres proposed for harvest also 
remove habitat in the Oregon Coast Range province (within the 
specific radii of 1 known pair of spotted owls. 
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Formal consultation is requested on this timber sale which 
contain units that “may adversely affect" the northern spotted 
owl. The Bureau will continue to initiate consultation on any 
timber sale where a listed species is involved and where the 
Bureau has discretionary authority. 
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APPENDO 8. Definions of Column Headings used in Tabies. 
BA. Table | Cotema Heading Definitions, 


OWL INFORMATION: 
* OWL SITE NAME - known on locations, inciuding locations of sites wi* =vidence of sustained use by owls, and sites with 


oaly wedenal 


IDNO - vaique identification number for each owl site. Consists of a four dig Master Site Number and may have an atiaches 
Alternate Location code which designates a site center that has moved {rom a previous location. IDNO’s greater than 4000 
have an attached T to indicate a temporary site center for inadeatal ow locations 


STATUS - Po pais has been verified during at least one year since 1985. 2 territorial male and female, pair status is 
unkaowa. S= singje terricorial owl observed during at least coe year since 1985, with no pair verified Curing that time. Ne 
historic Owl site, but 20 territorial owts verified since 1985. 


YR year ia which a pair hes lest been verised at a site. CO@ pair never verified at site. 


HCA - HCA entagory | thru 4 (as listed in the ISC report), for sale waits that overiap HCA boundaries. Oo sale uni does 
not lie withia HCA. 


HCAID - identification number of each HCA. 


RESL? - Yo the ares withia 0.7 miles of site center lies wholly on reserved lands. Pe pan of area within 0.7 miles lies on 
reserved lands. No evea withia 0.7 miles lies complettiy outside of any reserved lands Reserved lands sre areas withdrawn a1 


the Director level or higher. 
PREHARVEST OWL ACRES WITHIN PROVINCIAL RADIUS 


Owt acres refers to suitable spotted ow! habitat (generaily 80+ years of age). Physiogrephic province and associated mean 
home raage redii ave as limed: 

Oregon Cosmndes 46 ¢ 612 miles 

Oregon Const Range © 15 miles 

Kismeth Mountaias © 1.3 miles 
Acreages listed reflect suitadie hebient existing on BLM. State, and Private lands 


07 + ow scres withia 0.7 miles of site center. 
.7-RAD - Om acres lying berwee- 0.7 and the provincial radius 
TOTAL - total owt scres with::. provincial radius. 


TIMBERSALE INFORMATION: 


SALE NAME and UNIT - specific sale name and unit that lies within the provincial radius of a known owl site. 
SR? - Yes or No- will there be a seasonal restriction on harvest ? 
OWL ACRES OF SALE UNIT EFFECTING OWL SITE 

07 + owl acres of tale unit lying within 0.7 miles of owt site. 


TRAD - owt acres in sale unit tying between 0.7 miles and promnaal radius of owl site. 
TOTAL - total owt acres of sale unit tying within provincial radius of owl sie. 


SALE UNIT EFFECTS ON OWL SITES: 


POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


0.7 + ow ecres remaining within 0.7 miles of owt site after this sale unit, by eel. is harvested. 

.7-RAD - owl acres remaining between 0.7 miles and the prowncal radius of ine owl sue after this sale unit, dy 
uself. is harvesied. 

TOTAL - total owl acres remaining within (he provincial radius of the owl sie after this wait, Dy itself. i 
harvesied. 
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CUMMULATIVE POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


07 . owl acres remaining within 0.7 miles of owl site after this sale unit. and all prior unis effecting thus se are 


harvesied. 
‘TRAD - owl acres remaining berween 0.7 miles and the provincial radius of the owi site after this sale unit. and 3!! 
TOTAL - total owt acres remaining within the provincial radius of the owl site after this unit. and all pnor unis 
efvecting this site are harvested. 


70 ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yes or No - does at least 70 acres of suitable habitat exist around ow site center before harvest of sale unit. 


POST - Yes or No - will at least 70 acres of suitable habitat remain around owl site center after harvest of this sa!e 
unit. 


B.2 Table 2 Columa Heading Definitions. 


SALE NAME and UNTT - iegai name of specific timbersale and units within sale. 


AREA OF CONCERN - CG Columbia Gorge. CR Coast Range, SP© Santiam Pass. SW © South Willamette/Nors 
Umpqua. RU= Rogue/Umpqua, I-S@ 1-5/Ashiand. 


MAY EFFECT - Me may effect situation arising (rom harvest of suitable habitat, Y© may effect situation ansing [rom a 
reason other than harvest of suitable habitat. N= no effect. 


HCA - HCA catagory | thru 4 (as listed in the ISC report), for sale units that overlap HCA boundanes. 0« sale uni does nor 
lie within HCA. 


HCAID - identification number of each HCA. N/A® unit does not lie within HCA. 


SALE UNIT ACRES TO BE REMOVED 
TOTAL - total acreage within cach sale unit. 


SUIT. - sustabdle owt habitat (genersily 80+ years of age) within the sale unit. 


HARVEST METHODS “9 BE UTILIZED — 


HARVEST METHOD « CLEAR CUT. SELECT CUT. THINNING. SALVAGE (including down trees. nazars trees. 20< 
green trees associated with saivege units). ROAD RLO.W. (unis to be clear cut for road mght-of-«ays). 


TOTAL «- total acreage within cach sale unit to be removed by harvest method. 


SUIT. - suitable owl habitat (generally 80+ vears of age) within the sale unit. An asterick (*) indicares select cut unis (na 
have suitable owl habitat within them and which will remain suitable after harvest due 0 canopy cover not Deing reduced 


delow 40 percent. 
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BX Table 3 Columa Heading DeGaiuons 


DISTRICT - BLM District name 
‘* RESOURCE ARBA - ideatifies « unique Resource Aree withia cach District. 


ae name ean ean o RiemaaeD Aen, Gap <i gumiass tenntactes ext 
upoe request 


ACRES IN PORESTED LAND ~ { figures prosensed bese reflect 1990 analysis). 


DISPERSAL - forest scres within each Proviece portics of a Resource Ares that are 40 to 80 old aad offer dispersal 
habicat for spotted owls, as defined ia [SC report. = 


SUITABLE - forest scres within cach Proviece portion of s Resource Asea that axe 80 t0 200 years old. (Note: Tebie | aad 
Table 2 define “suitable Rabienc’ and “owt acres’ as than 60 years cid. SUTTABLE is presented here as 80-200 years 


old to allow presentation of dass es OLD ecres). 


OLD GROWTH - foves acres withie each Provincs portion of a Resources Asus that are ot lenst 200 years old. (Note: this 
hobiest hes been lumped into “SUTTABLE" ia Tabie | and 2). 


TOTAL - tocal land aves withia each Province portics of « Resource Asean that is foremed. 


ALL SALES - weal sarenge of aff cafes within cach Province portion of a Ressusen Asen. 


MAY SFFECT - earenge of aff ante enies that wil comove suitable ont habla: (904 yous of age) or tha: —. 
other than by removal of cultable heblen: (La: possible Gmurbenss 0 tnews owt clea, removal of aon habitat where unit hes 


act bean verified to be encamspied sesording to prowmen!). 


TOTAL SUITABLE OWL ACRES TO BB REMOVED 


ALL SALES - cotal screnge of afi sales within each Proviace portion of s Resourses Ares thai will remove suitable ow! habitat 
(values will always Oe the same as the MAY EFFECT vaiess lieed in this comngory, since any sale that removes suitable 
habitat »-'] be considered as @ may effect). 


MAY EPPECT - ecreage of aff ente unies tent will semove suitable owt habitat (BD¢ years of age). 


SUITABLE HABITAT REMOVED THAT WILL RESULT IN TAKE 


MAY EFFECT - ecreage of aif sate units that will remove suicable om habitat (80+ years of age), and will resuit in iske. 











APPENDIX B. Defisu:028 of Column Headings used in Tabies. 


Bi. Table | Column Heading Definiuons 
OWL INFORMATION: 


* OWL SITE NAME - ksown ov locations, inciuding locations of sites with evidence of sustained use by owls. and sues wih 
only wnadeatal 
IDNO - vaique identification number for each ow site. Consists of a four dig: Master Site Number and may have an attached 


Alternate Location code which Gesignates a site center thst has moved from a previous location. IDNO's greater than 4000 
have an attached T to indicate a temporary site center for inadestal ow locations. 


STATUS - Pe pair has bees verified Guring at least one year since 1985. 2© termorial male and female, parr matus is 
unknown. Se singse territorial owl observed during at least one year since 1985, with no pair venfied dunny that ime. Ne 
bustone owl sste, but 80 territorial owts verified since 1985. 


YR- year in which a pair has last been verified at a site. OO pair never verified at site. 


HCA - HCA catagory | thrw 4 (as listed in the ISC report), for sale units that overiap HCA boundaries. aig urn Goes 
not lie chin HCA 


HCAID - identification number of each HCA 


RESL? - Yo the ares within 0.7 miles of site center lies wholly on reserved lands. Pe part of area within 0.7 miles its on 
reserved lands. Ne ares within 0.7 miles lies completely ovtside of any reserved lands. Reserved lands are areas wuhdrawn at 


the Director level or higher. 
PREHARVEST OWL ACRES WITHIN PROVINCIAL RADIUS 
Ow! scres refers to suitable spotted ow habitat (generally 80+ years of age). Phymographic province and assomaied mean 


Acreages listed reflect suitable hebicat existing on BLM. State. and Prete lands 


07 + owl acres withia 0.7 miles of site center. 
.7-RAD - ow acres tying berwees 0.7 and tbe promacial radius 
TOTAL - total owt acres withia provincial redius 


SALE NAME and UNTT - specific sale name and wait that lies within the provinaal radius of a known owl site. 
SR? - Yes or No~- will there be 8 seasonal restriction on harvest 7 
OWL ACRES OF SALE UNIT EFFECTING OWL SITE 

0.7 + om acres of sale unit tying within 0.7 miles of om site. 


.7T-RAD - owt acres in sale unit tying berween 0.7 miles and prowncial radius of ow! site. 
TOTAL - total owi acres of sale want tying within provincial radius of ow! sue. 


SALE UNIT EFFECTS ON OWL SITES: 


POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


0.7 + owl scres remaining vithin 1.7 miles of om site after this sale unit, by itself. is harvested. 

7-RAD - owt acres remaining between 0.7 miles and the provincial radius of ihe owl sue after (his tale wan. Dy 
mee, is harvested. 

TOTAL - oval owt acres remaining within ihe provincial radius of the owi sue after this wait, Dy self. is 
harvested. 
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CUMMULATIVE POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 
G7 - ow scres remaining within 0.7 miles of owt sue after this sale wait, and all prior waits effecting this se are 


harvesied. 

-1-RAD - owt scres remaining berween 0.7 miles end the provincial radius of the owi site after this sale wait. ang ail 
pror vais effecting this sue are harvesied. 

TOTAL - total owt scres remaining within the promacial redius of the owi site after this unit. and all pror unus 
eflecting this sie are harvesied. 


7% ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yes or No - does at least 70 acres of suitable hebitat exist around ow site center before harvest of sale unit. 


TOES «ao ae Hilo aS a Kanes TO cares of cutee Gattis cumate exnuns ont chs center cher tenes of this eae 


B2 Tobie 2 Cotuma Heading Definitions. 


SALE NAME and UNTT - tegai name of specific umbersale and vans within sate. 


AREA OF CONCERN - CG Cotumbis Gorge. CRe Coast Range, SP © Seatiam Pass. SW South Willamette/Nomh 
Umpqua. RU« Rogue/Umpqua, |-5< |-5/Ashiaad. 


MAY EFFECT - Me may effect situation arising (rom harvest of sukable habicat. Y° may effect situation ansing {rom 4 
reason other than harvest of sucsdie habia: Ne no effect. 


HCA - HCA catagory | tare 4 (as listed in the ISC report), for sale wais that overtap HCA boundaries 0 sate unin does nc. 
lie wiehia HCA. 


HCAID - identification number of each HCA. N/A® unit Goes not lie within HCA. 


SALE UNIT ACRES TO BE REMOVED 
TOTAL - total acreage within cach sale unit. 
SUIT. - suitable owt habitat (generally 80+ years of age) within the sale unit. 


HARVEST METHODS TO BE UTILIZED 


V.ARVEST METHOD « CLEAR CUT. SELECT CUT. THINNING. SALVAGE (inciuding Gown trees. hazard trees. a9 
green trees assorissed eth saivege vais). ROAD PLO.W. (unas to be clear cut for road ngh!-ol-«tys) 


TOTAL - total acreage within each sale unit to be removed by harvest m=z:hod. 


SUIT. - suitable Get habitat (generally 80+ years of age) within the sale unit. An asterick (*) indicates ©* *<: *-' 
have suntadie owl habitat within them and which will remain sustadle after harvest due 10 CANOpy COvEr Noi DEINE TEL -- 


below 40 percent. 
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GA Tobie 3 Colums Heading Definition. 


‘* RESOURCE AREA - identifies « unique Resource Ares within eoch District. 


PROVINCE - ths portion of the Phytiographic Province lying withia s Resource Area (map of promince boundanes ave.lsbic 
poe request) 


ACRES IN FORESTED LAND -~ ( figures presented here reflect 1990 analysis). 


DISPERSAL - fesem eaves withia each Proviess portics of « Resource Arsen that are 40 to 8D years old and offer dispersal 
hebiens for spomed ows, as defines in [SC report. 


SUTTABLE - terest eaves withie each Province pordion of « Rescues Asus that axe 60 to 200 yours fd. (Nowe: Tobie | and 
Tabi 2 defies “euleable hablar’ and ‘owt acres* os than 69 years cfd. SUTTABLE is presenced here as 80-200 years 


oié to afew pressemntion of Gem on OLD acres). 


OLD GROWTH - fovem acres withis exch Proviess portion of o Resouses Asus that ove ot tenet 200 years old. (Note: this 
hebiest hes been lumped laze “SUTTABLE” ia Tabte | and 2). 


TOTAL - total land aves within each Provinces portice of « Resouses Ases that is foremed. 


ALL SALES - coca! eavenge of aff antes withia cach Province portion of 2 Resowes Arsen. 


MAY EFFECT - eavenge of aff ante enies that wil remove suitable ont babies (00+ yenss of age) or that may effes: ows 
other than by removel of cultable hebien: (Le: pomsibts Geusbenss  inews ont aia, removal of son habkat where unit has 


aot bean verified to be enecsupled ecsarding to protcent). 


TITS’ SUITABLE OWL ACRES TO BB REMOVED 
S oe 


ALL SALES - soul acreage of off sales within each Proviese portion of s Resourses Ases that will remove suitable owt habitat 
(vaives will ajwoys be the same as the MAY EPFECT vatues listed ie this casngory, since agy mie that removes ru:tabie 


habia: will be commdered as 6 may effect) 
MAY EFFECT - ecreage of aff sate unics that will remove suicable owl habitat (80+ years of age). 


SUITABLE HABITAT REMOVED THAT WILL RESULT IN TAKE 


MAY EFFECT - ecreage of ai sale waits that will remove suisable owt habitat (80+ years of age), and will result in ‘ake. 
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Table 4. Mabitat Conservation Area Summary (BLM lands only) 





Poreat/ RCA Shared 
Diatrict Mueber BCA 
Medford 0-16 0-16 
0-17 0-17 
0-19 0-19 
0-20 0-20 
0-21 0-21 
0-24 - 
0-25 0-25 
0-26 0-26 
0-40 - 
Roseburg 0-12 - 
0-17 0-17 
0-16 0-16 
0-26 0-26 
0-28 - 
0-30 - 
0-39 - 
Coos Bay 0-27 - 
0-28 0-28 
0-29 0-29 
0-31 0-31 
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Percest 
ef Area Croes 
Surveyed Acres 
fs each ISC 

RCA = Report 
60z 64 ,000 
90% $5,000 
302 93 ,000 
oz 67 ,000 
90% 77 ,000 
oz 73,000 
Oz 78 ,000 
1002 86,000 
402 42,000 
752 86 ,000 
90% $5,000 
$02 84 .000 
80% 86 ,000 
952 78 ,000 
952 76,000 
752 23,000 
952 76,000 
902 78 ,000 
802 60 ,000 
502 68 ,000 
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: The printouts contain the following 
information Categorized by resource area. for each District: 


Location name 
Pair status 
Number of juveniles located 


Pair status and the number of juveniles located are indicated for each year 1985 
to 1990, inclusive. 


This report was generated from the Site and Owlsum= files of our Spotted Ww! 


Database. Locations have been summarized for which both Site and Ow!sum entries 
are available. Codes are used to identify Resource Area and pair status. To 


facilitate interpretation I as including a list of the resource areas and their 
coding number. Pair status is coded “-", “PP”, “A”, “S", “O°: 


- = No surveys were conducted 

P = A pair wes located 

A= A pair plus and additional bird were located 
$ = A single bird (either sex) was located 

0 = No birds were found 


The number of juveniles is self explanatory, a hyphen indicates that 19 surveys 
were conducted that year. 


There is 1 point that needs to be reiterated with this report--Only owls 
found at locations that aeet or have set our site criteria and subsequently have 


entries in the Site and Owlsum files are reported. 














APPENDIX D 


FY 1991 TIMBER SALE PLAN 
IMPACTS ON 


"11-40" HABITAT 


NOVEMBER 14, 1990 




















Coos BAY DISTRICT 








































we mw ew eroooeroncce-cccecocce = --- 1991 1991 TOWNSHIP 1990 1991 
RESOURCE TOWNSHIP SALE SALE QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
AREA SALE NAME QUARTER ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
ess nn 5: | 7 — x a —_— wane 
_ Tioga. —_ Callahan. 13.0379 ~ @0 |. ..388 = 76% 
pTiogajs. Blk 24 62MM 138 20" |" 1027 2s 
i Chicken Deluxe _ _ 1079 36 986 33° 
‘ Middle )_ Ove "3073, «1949, ret a 1867 6s 2 
* — Leatherman - 2029 *1262°*5 “62 1261 62. 
Tloga _ Menasha ROW pe oP ar 607 369 61 368 61 
Myrtlewood CBE salvage 28S-10W-swW 9 9 3677 2628 71 2614 71 
Myrtlewood Big Elk Salvage 286S-10W-sw 5 
2193 1230 56 1026 47 
pare cio* ~* ‘28 $76 2 
2904 1255 43 1243 43 
Myrtlewood Cross out 26sS-11¥-sw 35 35 2795 656 31 799 29 
Myrtlewood Bear Pen Salvage 29S-10W-NW 7 0 3449 2159 t 2159 63 
Myrtlewood SBrownson Headwater 29S-11W-NE 89 89 3702 1399 38 1154 31 
Myrtlewood fall Apart 29S-11W-NE 156 186 
Total us aS 
Myrtlewood King Smith 29S-11W-NwW 72 72 2830 1090 39 991 35 
Myrtlewood fall Apart 29S-11W-NW 20 20 
Myrtlewood Mc Blow Salvage 29S-11¥-NW 7 7 
Totel 
Myrtlewood Fall Apart 29S-11W-sw $9 $9 1$17 $02 3) 439 29 
Myrtlewood Mc Blow Salvage 29S-11W-sw 4 4 
Total 63 63 
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United States Department of the Interior 


BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
OREGON STATE OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 2965(1300 N E. 44ch Avenue) 











PORTLAND. OREGON 97208 (OEY arte TO 
\ 
Memorandum FEB O° 88 6842.1 (932) 
To: Russell D. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and 
Tildlife Service, 2600 S.E. 98th Ave., Suite 100 
Portland, Oregon 97266 
From: State Director, Bureau of Land Management 


Subject: Request for Formal Consultation Pursuant to Section 7 
of the Endangered Spocies Act and 50 CFR 402.14 
Concerning the FY 1991 King Smith Timber Sale. 


In accordance with Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act of 
1973 as amended, the Oregon State Office, Bureau of Land Management 
(Bureau) requests formal consultation on the FY 1991 King Smith 
timber sale which may effect threatened or endangered species. 


The proposed action is the King Smith timber sale which is located 
within that portion of the Oregon Coast Range province that ilies 
within the Myrtlewood resource area of the Coos Bay district 
office. This sale is located in Township 29 S.,Range 11 W., 
Section 17 (Refer to the vicinity map included in this biological 
assessment). The timber sale will remove 72 acres of suitable 
spotted owl habitat from Bureau lands in the Oregon Coast Range 
province in Western Oregon. 


The proposed King Smith timber sale was designed in conformance 
with the Bureau's direction provided by the Jamison Spotted owl 
Conservation Strategy and the Management Guidelines for the 
Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. 
The location and impact of this FY 1991 timber sale was displayed 
on maps and a that were presented to the Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service) September 1990. Additional map overlays are 
being transmitted to the Service in the FY91 consuitation overview 
document based on informal consultation meetings held between the 
Bureau and the Service's Portland Field Office staff. These 
overlays display the current spotted owl distribution related to 
this timber sale and verified owl pair sites found in the province 
in which the sale occurs. 


We have analyzed the effects of the proposed Kinz Smith timber sale 
on , threatened «nd endangered species that are known to 
occur in the vicinity of the timber sale. It is the conclusion of 
the attached biclogical assessment that this timber sale is likely 
to adversely affect the Northern Spotted owl or its habitat. 
Therefore, we request that the Service initiate formal consultation 


qw-001/4| 


4i> 


Coi tal 


on the King Smith timber sale. 


Please direct any specific questions or requests for additional 
data on this consultation package to the Area Manager for the 
Myrtlewood Resource Area, Coos Bay district office (FTS telephone 
442-3268). 


cc: FWS, Regional Director 


Attachments: Biologics. Ass.ssment 
Other Re)«vant Documents 


ia) Poms: 
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BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
FY 1991 KING SMITH TIMBER SALE 
COOS BAY DISTRICT 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 


I. - INTRODUCTION 


The King Smith timber sale is one of 214 separate proposed 
timber harvest actions designed under the direction provided 
in the Bureau's Jamison Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy and 
the Management Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern 
Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. These documents and maps 
with overlays were presented to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service) in September 1990 for reference. Additional 
map overlays providing new information and updating that 
provided in the previous overlays are included in the overview 
document that transmitted this and other individual FY 1991 
timber sale biological assessnents from the Bureau to the 


Service for formal consultation. 


The purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and 
analyze the impact of the proposed King Smith timber sale on 
any listed or proposed species pursuant to the Endangered 
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Species Act of 1973, aS amended. The species to be addressed 


in this biological assessment is the northern spotted owl 
(Strix occidentalis caurina). No other Threatened or 
Endangered species are known to be affected by this proposed 
action. 


This proposed timber sale is in compliance with Record of 
Decision on the Coos Bay South Coast-Curry Timber Man.gement 
Plan issued on 04/28/83. This timber management plan remains 
in effect today while the d:strict office develops a new, 
broader based Resource Management Plan (RMP). The RMP is 
scheduled to be implemented in October 1992. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 


The proposed King Smith timber sale is located within that 
portion of the Oregon Coast Range province that lies within the 
Myrtlewood resource area of the Coos Bay BLM district office. 
Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that displays the 
location of the proposed timber sale. The Coos Bay district 
administers approximately 31,892 acres of forest land within 
the Myrtlewood resource area, Oregon Coast Range province 


(Appendix B, Table 3). 


Table 3 shows that of the approximately 14,479 acres of the 
31,892 acres of forest land in the Myctlewood resource area 
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IItl. 


Oregon Coast Range province are over 80 years old. For 
purposes of this assessment, forest lands over 80 years of age 
were considered as suitable habitat for spotted owls. This age 
group of forest stands is also the primary source of trees for 
harvest to meet the resource area's contribution to the 


district's annual timber harvest goal. 


The proposed action is to harvest 72 acres of suitable habitat 
(80 acres of mature and/or 0 acres of old growth forest) with 
an expected yield of approximately 4.6 MMBF of timber (refer 
to Appendix B, Table 2 for detailed information on this timber 


sale). 


In compliance with the Jamison Strategy, no green timber sales 
are proposed in Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs). 


There is no road right-of-way construction involved in this 
timber sale. (Refer to Appendix B, Table 2 for the King Smith 
timber sale). 


DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the 
King Smith timber sale is described in the Coos Bay South 
Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan, EIS for the District. NEPA 
compliance documents in the form of individual environmental 
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assessments are prepared annually. These environmental 


assessments will be revised, if necessary based on the outcc.:e 
of this biological assessment and/or after formal consultation. 
The affected environment has also been described in the 
following documents that have been previously shared with the 
Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assessment (February 1987) 
the formal consultations on the Bureau's Pre 318 and Sectior: 
318 Timber Sale Programs (July 1990) and the Jamison Stratecy 
and Management Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern 
Spotted Owl (September 1990). 


A. The Northern Spotted Owl 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the 
northern spotted owl and the major structural components 
of its primary habitat. The best scientific information 
on the spotted owl is contained in the 1987 publication 
"Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Owl in Oregon," 
by Dr. Eric Forsman and in the Appendix C of the ISC report 
on Spotted Owls. 


Suitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as 
forest land over 80 years old (see Appendix B, Table 1). 


BIM's pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation 
documents and the Jamison Strategy's, maps and overlays, 
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presented spotted owl data on distribution, occupancy and 
reproduction data for known owl sites on BLM lands and 
adjacent private lands in western Oregon. Appendix Cc 
updates spotted owl occupancy and reproduction collected 
during inventories and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. 
The map overlays provide updated information on owl site 
occurrence and distribution and a display of suitable 
he >itat distribution on BLM lands. The information on the 
specific owl sites located within the vicinity of the King 
Smith timber sale is shown on the Jamison Plan Strategy 
overlays and vicinity mapsin Appendix A. 


IV. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 





Direct and Indirect Effects 


The proposed action will have an impact on the federally 
listed northern spotted owl. 


1. Suitable Habitat 


The proposed King Smith timber sale will remove 72 
acres of suitable habitat from Bureau lands in the 
Oregon Coast Range province. This sale occurs in an 
Area of Concern. The clearcut method of timber harvest 
will be used. Reduction of habitat from this sale 
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equates to 0.01 % of the suitable habitat in the 


province overall and 0.02 % of the suitable habitat in 
that portion of the Oregon Coast Range province that 
lies in the Myrtlewood Resource Area. Refer to 
Appendix B, Table 2 for effects of the sale on suitable 
habitat. 


No green timber sales are located in HCAs. 


Impacts on Known Owl Sites 


This proposed sale action will not impact any known owl 
sites based on the 1.5 mile radius for this province. 
Owl surveys for this sale meet the sale survey protocol 
described on pages 13 & 14 of this document. It is 
estimated that 60 % of the suitable spotted owl habitat 
in the Resource Area has been surveyed to date. 


Impacts on Dispersal Habitat 


With respect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the ISC 
te provide dispersal habitat, the proposed sale will 
have the following effects. This sale is one of three 
in this quarter township. The total acreage to be 
removed by these three sales will drop the townships 
from 39 % to 35 % (Refer to Appendix D for speciic 
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acreages for the quarter townships impacted). The King 
Smith timber sale is the largest of the three sales and 
by itself will drop the 11-40 acres in that quarter 
township from 39% to 36 %. 


Interrelated and Interdependent Actions 





spotted owl habitat. 


As a result of the proposed action, the post harvest 
activities of slash disposal and tree planting could occur 
on approximately 72 acres. These actions will have 
negligible effects on spotted owl habitat. If it is 
determined that Mitesh disposal 
adverse situation to s nesting pair(s) of owls or the young 
produced, timing restrictions will be instituted to reduce 
or eliminate the adverse effect. Al slash burning 
activities will reduce the enewn of woody ndterial 
on the sale unit it is not expected to appreciably affect 
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the potential of the site to provide future habitat for 
prey species of the owl. The slash burning targets the 
finer, lighter fuels and does not normally reduce the 
number of larger down woody pieces. These larger pieces 
would be carried over into the new forest stand to meet 
habitat requirements for selected prey species. 


7 
5 22 








c. 


a 
: 
s 


V. 


a Se 





Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre- 
commercial thinning and fertilization of the regrowing 
stand may occur. This action would not have any adverse 
impact as it would involve the treatment of non-habitat. 
This action may have some long term beneficial effect upon 
owl habitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and 
fertilization will be treated as 2 separate action and have 
been consulted upon informally. 


Cumulative Impacts 


1. There are 592 acres of suitable habitat on (private or 
state land) within the section of land where the 
proposed action is located and those private sections 
adjoining the section where the action is proposed. 
This represents an estimated 31 % of the total habitat 
available prior to the proposed action. A check of ODF 
permit applications indicated no plans to harvest 
existed as of Janvary 15, 1991. All permits on file 
were assumed to be harvested to date. 


ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
A. Alternatives Considered 


During the period covered by this Biological 
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Assessment, the Bureau considered and utilized many 
alternatives to avoid or reduce potential impact of 
timber sales on spotted owls and their habitat. 


Alternatives considered and implemented included 
locating timber sales only in areas where no owls were 
located, dropping sales or sale units, and dropping 
sale units within the particular radius of any known 
owl sites for the specific province. te Bureau has 
adopted the “Jamison Strategy" and has also reduced 
former cut levels in the Western Oregon from 1.176 
billion board feet per year to approximately 750 
million board feet in FY91. Some of the specific 
modifications that the Bureau adopted during the 
preplanning development of the King Smith timber sale 
to provide protection for spotted owls and suitable 
habitat include the following: Implement the Management 
Framevork Plan recommendations and the District policy 
(IM OR120-84-12, ch. 12) leaving approximately 2 
wildlife trees and 2 down and dead logs (equal to 80 
cu.ft.) per acre. 


Conservation Measures 


The Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines that are 
being adopted by the Bureau beginning with the FY 1991 








timber sale plan varies from the ISC spotted owl 
plan/strategy in providing suitable habitat for spotted 
owls. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jamison 
Strategy incorporates all protection of suitable 
habitat in the ISC Committee's HCAs 1 through 4 and 
that which occurs on lands allocated for other resource 
values in the land use plans. 





4 Additionally the Jamison Strategy maintains another 

50,000 acres of suitable habitat reserved from harvest 
in the ODFW Agreement Areas that were not part of the 
land use plan allocations or the ISC Strategy. The 
Jamison Strategy implements nearly all the Ics 
recommendations except full application of the 50-11- 
40 rule. 


Implementation of the Jamison Strategy in FY 1991 will 
reduce District harvest to 162 million board feet. 
This is a decrease from the approved annual allowable 
cut of 254 million board feet and also lower than the 
volume for the FY89 and FY90 set by the Section 318 
harvest level of 39° million board feet for the two 
year period. .-‘: -esults in a harvest reduction of 
approximately : .uillion board feet annually for FY91 
and FY92 based on the approved annual allowable cut. 


10 
FAI 








Conservation measures implemented by BLM include the 
BLM/Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Spotted owl 
Management Agreement signed in December 1987. In the 
agreement, BIM agreed to defer timber harvest around 
110 spotted owl sites resulting in the protection of 
239,000 acres of suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of 


these acres that are currently being protected are 
located outside of HCA categories 1-2. ODFW agreement 
areas located outside HCA 1's within the Myrtlewood RA 
contain an additional 8 owl sites which are designated 
as category 4 HCA‘s. 


Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from 
the 1983 Timber Management Plans were designed to 
provide habitat diversity for the species of wildlife 
inhabiting older forests. Over 46,300 acres of 200 
plus year-old forests were (removed from the timber 
harvest base or placed on long rotation) to provide for 
a variety of species, including the spotted owl, other 
forest raptors and riparian zone protection. Some of 
these acres are now incorporated with other land use 
restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 


The Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to 
increase the number of “high priority" spotted owl 


being protected by 12 sites. These new sites vere 
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selected in cooperation with the Service and Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. The new spotted owl 
sites enhance the distribution network of protected 
sites and resulted in 22,800 acres of suitable spotted 
owl habitat being added to the 239,000 acres included 
in the BLM/ODFW Agreement to insure the continued 
existence of the owl on Bureau lands in vestern Oregon. 
The Bureau is committed to protecting these owl sites 
through FY 1992. At such time as the spotted owl 
recovery plan is completed the Bureau will incorporate 
thu epplicable recommendations/actions into future land 


management plan decisions. 


In addition, numerous sales have been modified (units 
deleted) or completely dropped as owls vere discovered 
@uring pre-sale inventory. All sales will have been 
inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol. Th 
following is a brief summary of the protocol for 
surveying timber sales discussed and developed at the 
BLM Biologist meeting in February 1990. 


To conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


12 
sacs 











Conduct 3 complete surveys of the area in each of 
2 years (2 nighttime and 1 daytime survey allowed). 
If there is only time for 1 year of survey, conduct 


6 surveys. 


Occupancy surveys should be conducted between April 
1 and July 31, with at least 2 surveys before June 
1. 


Wait a sinimurm of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the 
sale area, unless it lies within 1 mile of a known 
owl site. 


If owls were encountered status (pair or single) 
will be determined by follow up visits. 


The reproductive status determination was given a 
high priority where pair status was determined the 
reproductive status determination visits continued 
until August 31 in some districts. 
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Cc. Contingency Plans 


All 


FY 1991 timber sale contracts will contain the 


following recently developed special provision: 


Special Provision E-4 


The Purchaser shall immediately discontinue specified 


construction or timber harvesting operations upon 


written notice from the Contracting Officer that: 


(1) threatened, or endangered plants or anizals 


(2) 


protected under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
as amended, may be affected by the operation and 


a determination is made that consultation or 
reinitiation of consultation is required concerning 


the species prior to continuing operations or; 


federal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or 
State listed species protected under BLM Manual 
6840 - Special Status Species Management - have 
been discovered and a determination is made that 
continued operations would affect the species or 
its habitat. 
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Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt 
of written instructions and authorization by the 


Contracting Officer. 


In the event that operations are halted under the 
special provision E-4 the Bureau has several 


courses of action: 


Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to 
September 30) within the vicinity of an owl pair 
until it is documented that nesting or fledging is 
completed or that nesting was not initiated or if 
initiated had failed. 


Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber 
sale by dropping a unit that is causing the “may 
affect". 


In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations 


may be written into the contract to seasonally restrict 


operations in those areas that are close (within a 0.5 


mile) to owl nests or activity centers to avoid 


harassment of owls or their progeny. For example no 
burning would be allowed on any unit that is within a 
0.5 mile of.a confirmed nesting pair between the date 


15 
far 








VI. 





nesting is confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year 
unless modified by the wildlife biologist. 


The Bureau will give strong consideration to adoptina 
the Disturbance criteria process for determining if 
consultation is required that are presently being 
drafted by the PNW Spotted Owl RDA - technical task 


group. 
BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 


It is the conclusion of this biological assessment that the 
FY91 proposed King Smith timber sale may adversely affect the 
northern spotted owl. This conclusion is based on the fact 
that this sales will remove 72 acres of suitable habitat (80+ 
year old forest). These acres proposed for harvest also remove 


habitat in the Oregon Coast Range province 


Formal consultation is requested on this timber sale which 
contain units that “may adversely affect" the northern spotted 
owl. . The Bureau will continue to initiate consultation on any 
timber sale where a listed species is involved and where the 


Bureau has discretionary authority. 
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APPENDIX B. Definitions of Column Headings used in Tabies. 
BL. Tabie | Columa Heading Definitions. 
OWL INFORMATION: 
* OWL SITE NAME - tnown om locations, inciuding locations of sites with evidence of sustained use by owis, and sies with 
oaly incidental 


IDNO - vaique identification number for each owl site. Consists of 8 four digst Master Site Number and may have an attached 
Alternate Location code which designases a site ceater that has moved from a previous location. IDNO’s greater than 4000 
have an attached T to indicate a temporary site ceater for iacidental owl locations. 


STATUS - Pe pair hes been verified during at least one year since 1985. 2© territorial male and female, pair status is 
unknowe. S= singis territorial owl observed Curing st least ons year since 1985S, with no pair verified during that ume. N= 
hissonc owl site, Dut 80 ternsorial owts verified since 1985S. 


YR- year in which 2 pair has last been verified at 2 site. OO@ pair never verified at site. 


HCA - HCA catagory ! thru 4 (as listed in the [SC report), for sale units that overiap HCA boundaries. O© sale unit does 
aot lie mthin HCA. 


HCAID - identification aumber of cach HCA. 


RESL? - Yo the ares within 0.7 miles of site center lies wholly on reserved lands. Pe part of area within 0.7 miles lies on 
reserved lands. Neo aves within 0.7 miles lies completely outside of amy reserved lands. Reserved lands sre areas wuhdraen at 
the Director level or highes. : 


PREHARVEST OWL ACRES WITHIN PROVINCAL RADIUS 
Ovwt acres refess 10 suitable spoued owl habitat (generally 80+ years of ages). Physiogrephic province and associaied mean 





Acreages listed reflect suitable habitat exsting on BLM, State. and Privete iands. 
0.7 + ow scres withia 0.7 miles of site center. 
.7-RAD - ow acres lying berwece 0.7 and the provincial redius 
TOTAL - total owt acres within provincial redius. 
TIMBERSALE INFORMATION: 
SALE NAME aad UNIT - specific sale name sad unit that lies within the provincial radius of a known owl site. 
SR? - Yes or No- will there be s seasonal restrienc harvest ? 


Q.7 - owl seres of sale unit lying within 0.7 miles of ow! site. 
.7¢RAD - owt acres in sale vast lying berween 0.7 miles and provincial radius of owl sic. 
TOTAL - total owt scres of sale unu tying within provincial radius of ow! site. 


0.7 - ow scres remaining within 0.7 miles of owl site after this sale unit, by itself. is harvested. 
.7-RAD - ow acres remaining berween 0.7 miles and the provincial redius of the owl sue after this sale vant. Dy 
' eset, is harvested. 
TOTAL - total ow scres remaining within the provincial radius of the owt site after this unit, by itself. is 
harvested. 
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CUMMULATIVE POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 
0.7 ~ ow acres remaining within 0.7 miles of owl site after this sale unit, and all pnor unus effecting ths sue are 
harvesied. 
-7-RAD - owl acres remaining between 0.7 miles and the provincial radius of the ow! site after this sale uns. and 31! 
prnor vaus effecting this site are harvesied. 
TOTAL - total oi acres remaining within the provincial radius of the owl site after this unit. and ai! pror units 
70 ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yes or No - does at least 70 acres of suitable habitat exist around owl site center before harvest of saic unit. 


POST - Yes or No - will at least 70 acres of suitable habitat remain around ow site ce-*r after harvest of this sale 
vat. 


B2 Table 2 Columa Heading Definitions. 


AREA OF CONCERN - CG= Columbia Gorge. CR Coast Range, SP= Seatiam Pass. SW South Willamette /Nomh 
Umpqua. RU = Rogue/Umpqua, I-5« 1-5/Ashiand. 


MAY EFFECT - Me may effect situation arising (rom harvest of suitable habitat, Ye may effect situation arising {rom a 
reason other than harvest of suxabie habitat, Ne no effect. 


HCA - HCA catagory | thew 4 (as listed in the ISC report), for sale units that overtap HCA boundaries. 0© sale unit does noi 
lie within HCA. 


HCAID - ideaufication number of each HCA. N/A® unit does not lie within HCA. 


: 

SALE NAME and UNIT - legs! name of specific timbersale and units within sale. 
| SALE UNIT ACRES TO BE REMOVED 

: TOTAL - total acreage within cach sale unit. 


SUIT. - sustadie owi habitat (generally 80+ years of age) within the sale unit. 


HARVEST METHODS TO BE UTILIZED 


HARVEST METHOD « CLEAR CUT. SELECT CUT. THINNING. SALVAGE (inctuding down trees. hazard trees. 203 
Green trees associated wth salvage uaus). ROAD RO.W. (unus to be clear cut for road nght-of-«ays). 


TOTAL - total acreage wuhia cach sale unit to be removed by harvest method. 


SUIT. - suitable owt habitat (generally 60+ years of age) within the sale unit. An asterick (°) indicates select cut vais (hat 
have sustadie owt habitat within them and which will remain suitable after harvest due to canopy cover not being reduces 


below 40 percent. 
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BL Tebte 3 Cotums Heoding Definucas. 


DISTRICT - GLM Districs same 
°® RESOURCE AREA - identifies 2 uasque Resource Ares within cach District 


PROVINCE - the portics of the Physiographic Prowance lying withia s Resource Area (msp of province boundanes avuiladie 
wpoe request) 


ACRES IN PORESTED LAND < ( figures presested bere reflect 1990 analysis) 


DISPERSAL - forem acres within each Proviecs portios of e Resource Aves that ase 40 to 80 years old and offer dispersal 
hebaat for spotted owts, as defined ia [SC report. 


SUITABLE - torent raves within each Province portion of a Resourses Asen that ase 89 to 200 years cid. (Note Tabi | and 
‘Table 2 define “suits bie habicar® and ‘ont acres’ as greceer than 89 your- 14. SUITABLE is presences here as 80-200 years 
oié to allow proseamdion of sts cn OLD GROWTH ecsus). 


OLD GROWTH - fovem acres withia each Proviess portion of s Resources Aces that ave ot least 200 years old. (Note: this 
hebicet hes been lemped ino “SUTTABLE’ ic Table 1 and 2). 


TOTAL - coeal lend aves withia each Proviecs pories of a Resource Aces that is fovemed. 


ALL SALES - wal acreage of off antes whthis cach Poovincs portion of 2 Ressuses Asa. 


MAY EPPECT - eseage of aff ents enits that wil cemove suitable oul babies (53+ yours of age) or thet any effect ows 
other thas by semeal of suitable hebien (La: peaibts Gieesbanss 00 bnowe ont cits, semevel of avn hebieet where unit hes 


eet been verified to bs uncesupied aesording to pretscaf). 


ALL SALES - cosa acreage of ali sales within cach Provinces portion of a Rescusce Ases that wil remove suitable owt habitat 
(values will always be ths samme as the MAY EPPECT vatucs liseed is this comgory, since any sale that removes suitable 


hebetat will be conmdered os 8 may effect). 
MAY EPPICT - acreage of aff sate enies that wil cemove suitable ont habitat (804 yours of age). 





MAY EFFECT - ccreage of aff sate unics that will remove susable ont habicat (90+ years of age), and will resuk in take. 
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as eeccce -- 1991 1991 TOWNSHIP 13990 1991 
TOWNSHIP SALE SALE QUARTER 11-40 1390 11-40 1991 
AREA SALE NAME QUARTER ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
95a “a RMS 7 3:00347.379-.-::: 80 38 6%: 
i vine a 1113 i738 “acre ~ 261°" jo27 “oa 
wee fey ree > bse To | Oe Bp O21 1079 36 986 33 
Wes, Ls 7 82 Ce Banal 1873 nec, 1949... on 68.0 1867 * 65% 
po ot _..2029 21262> 45> 62./ 1261 62. 
ONS weer SON <n: 607 369 61 368 61. 
Myrtlewood CBE salvage 2868-10W-SsW 9 9 3677 2628 71 2614 71 
Myrtlewood Big Elk Salvage 28S-10W-SW 5 5 
Total [| cm 
28S-11W-NE 1026S a? 
i erepl sta? | Be AV Ore g gg AN a gies 
S-11W-SE 1243 43 
2868-11W-swW 799 29 
docked ions ne >. LP 
Myrtlewood Sear Pen Salvage 29S-10W-NW 7 0 3449 2159 63 2159 63 
Myrtlewood Brownson Headwater 295-11W-NE 89 69 3702 1399 38 1154 31 
Myrtlewood Fall Apart 29S-11W-NE 156 156 
Total 245 
Myrtlewood King Smith 298-11W-NW 72 72 2830 1090 39 991 35 
Myrtlewood fell Apart 29S~-11W-NW 20 20 
Myrtlewood Mc Blow Salvage 298-11W-NW 7 7 
Total 99 “wT 
Myrtlewood Fell Apart 298-11W-sSW $9 $9 1517 502 33 439 29 
Myrttlewood Mc Blow Salvage 29S-11W-SW 4 4 
Total 63 63 
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United States Department of the Interior 


BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
OREGON STATE OFFICE 

P.O. BOX 2965 (13800 N.E. 44th Avenue) 

PORTLAND. OREGON 97208 INREPLY REFER TO 





FEB 05 1991 


Memorandum 6842.1 (932) 


Russell D. Peterson, Field Supervisor, 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2600 S.E. 98th Ave., 
Suite 100 

Portland, Oregon 97266 





From: State Director, Bureau of Land Management 


Subject: Request for Formal Consultation Pursuant to Section 7 
of the Endangered Species Act and 50 CFR 402.14 
Concerning the FY 1991Brownson Headwater Timber Sale. 


In accordance with Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act 
of- 1973 as amended, the Oregon State Office, Bureau of Land 
Management (Bureau) requests formal consultation on the FY 1991 
Brownson Headwater timber sale which may effect threatened or 


endangered species. 


The proposed action is the Brownson Headwater timber sale which 
is located within that portion of the Oregon Coast Range 
province that lies within the Myrtlewood resource area of the 
Coos Bay district office. This sale is located in Township 28 
S., Range 11 W. Section 36 and Township 29 S., Range 11 W., 
Sections 2 & 3 (Refer to the vicinity map included in this 
biological assessment). The timber sale will remove 101 acres 
of suitable spotted owl habitat from Bureau lands in the Oregon 
Coast Range province in Western Oregon. | | 


The proposed Brownson Headwater timber sale was designed in 
conformance with the Bureau's direction provided by the Jamison 
Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy and the Management Guidelines 
for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl FY 1991 
through FY 1992. The location and impact of this FY 1991 
timber sale was displayed on maps and overlays that were 
to the Fish and Wildlife ‘cervice (Service) in 
September 1990. Additional map overlays are being transmitted 
to the Service in the FY91 consultation overview document based 
on informal consultation meetings held between the Bureau and 
the Service's Portland Field Office staff. These overlays 
display the current spotted owl distribution related to this 
timber sale and verified owl pair sites found in the province 
in which the sale occurs. sa 062-001 | 
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We have analyzed the effects of the proposed Brownson Headwater 
timber sale on proposed, threatened and endangered species that 
are known to occur in the vicinity of the timber sale. It is 
the conclusion of the attached biological assessment that this 
timber sale is likely to adversely affect the Northern Spotted 
owl or its habitat. Therefore, we request that the Service 
initiate formal consultation on the Brownson Headwater timber 
sale. 





Please direct any specific questions or requests for additional 
data on this consultation package to the Area Manager for the 
@wood Resource Area, Coos Bay district office (FTS 
telephone 442-9268). 








cc: FWS, Regional Director 


Attachments: Biological Assessment 
Se Other Relevant Documents 
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BIOLOGI{CAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
FY 1991 BROWNSON HEADWATER TIMBER SALE 
COOS BAY DISTRICT 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 


The Brownson Headwater timber sale is one of 214 separate 
proposed timber harvest actions designed under the direction 
provided in the Bureau's Jamison Spotted Owl Conservation 
Strategy and the Management Guidelines for the Conservation of 
the Northern Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. These 
documents and maps with overlays were presented to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) in September 1990 for 
reference. Additional map overlays providing new information 
and updating that provided in the previous overlays are 
included in the overview document that transmitted this and 
other individual FY 1991 timber sale biological assessments 
from the Bureau to the Service for formal consultation. 


The purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and 
analyze the impact of the proposed Brownson Headwater timber 
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sale on any listed or proposed species pursuant to the 

Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The species to be 
addressed in this biological assessment is the northern spotted 
owl (Strix occidentalis caurina). No other Threatened or 


Endangered species are known to be affected by this proposed 
action. . 


This proposed timber sale is in compliance with Record of 
Decision on the Coos Bay South Coast-Curry Timber Management 
Plan issued on 04/28/83. This timber management plan remains 
in effect today while the district office develops a new, 
broader based Resource Management Plan (RMP). The RMP is 
scheduled to be implemented in October 1992. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 


The proposed Brownson Headwater timber sale is located within 
that portion of the Oregon Coast Range province that lies 
within the Myrtlewood resource area of the Coos Bay BLM 
district office. Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that 


‘displays the location of the proposed timber sale. The Coos 


Bay district administers approximately 31,892 acres of forest 
land within the Myrtlewood resource area, Oregon Coast Range 
province (appendix B, Table 3). 


Table 3 shows that approximately 1,699 acres of the 31,892 








III. 


acres of forest land in the Myrtlewood resource area Oregon 


Coast Range province are over 80 years old. For purposes of 


this assessment, forest lands over 80 years of age were 
considered as suitable habitat for spotted owls. This age 
group of forest stands is also the primary source of trees for 
harvest to meet the resource area's contribution to the 
district's annual timber harvest goal. 


The proposed action is to harvest 101 ac. -.s of suitable habitat 
(59 acres of mature and/or 42 acres of old growth forest) with 
an expected yield of approximately 7.9 MMBF of timber (refer 
to appendix B, Table 2 for detailed information on this timber 
sale). 


In compliance with the Jamison Strategy, no green timber sales 
are proposed in Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs). 


There is no road right-of-way construction involved in this 


timber sale. (Refer to Appendix B, Table 2 unit of the 
Brownson Headwater timber sale). 


DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the 
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.Brownson Headwater timber sale is described in the Coos Bay 
South Coast-Curry Timber Management Plan, EIS for the District. 
NEPA compliance documents in the form of individual 
environmental assessments are prepared annually. These 
environmental assessments will be revised, if necessary based 
on the outcome of this biological assessment and/or after 
formal consultation. The affected environment has also been 
described in the following documents that have been previously 
shared with the Service: Spotted Owl Envircnmental Assessment 
(February 1987) the formal consultations on the Bureau's Pre 
318 and Section 318 Timber Sale Programs (July 1990) and ‘the 
Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines for the Conservation 
of the Northern Spotted Owl (September 1990). 


A. The Northern Spotted owl 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the 
northern spotted owl and the major structural components 
of its primary habitat. The best scientific information 
on the spotted owl is contained in the 1987 publication 
"Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Owl in Oregon," 
by Dr. Eric Forsman and in the Appendix C of the. ISC report 
on Spotted Owls. 


Suitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as 
forest land over 80 years old (see Appendix B, Tables 3). 
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BIM's pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation 
documents and the Jamison Strategy's, maps and overlays, 
presented spotted owl data on distribution, occupancy and 
reproduction data for known owl sites on BIM lands and 
adjacent private lands in western Oregon. Appendix c 
vpastes spotted owl occupancy and reproduction collected 
during inventories and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. 
The map overlays provide updated information on owl site 
occurr=nce and distribution and a display of suitable 
habitat distribution on BLM lands. The information on the 
specific owl sites located within the vicinity of the 
Brownson Headwater timber sale is shownd in Appendix B, 
Table 1 and Jamison Plan Strategy overlay maps, and 


vicinity map (Appendix A). 


IV. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 


A. 


Direct and Indirect Effects 


The proposed action will have an impact on the federally 


_ Listed northern spotted owl. 


1. Suitable Habitat 


The proposed Brownson Headwater timber sale will remove 
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101 acres of suitable habitat from Bureau lands in the 
Oregon Coast Range province. This sale occurs in an 
Area of Concern. The clearcut method of timber harvest 
will be used. This reduction of habitat equates to 
0.04 % of the suitable habitat in the province overall 
and 0.7 % of the suitable habitat in that portion of 
the Oregon Coast Range province that lies in the 


Myrtlewood Resource Area. Refer to Appendix B, Table 
2 for ef*ects of the sale on suitable habitat. 


No green timber sales are located in HCAs. 
Impacts on Known Owl Sites 


This proposed sale action will impact 1 known owl sites 
based on the 1.5 mile radius for this province. For 
that portion of the Oregon Coast Range province in the 
Myrtlewood Resource area it emates to $.1 % of the 
pair sites. This sale woulc “ it in the incidental 
take of 1 pair according to incidental take guidelines 
used by the Service. Information on the individual 
site and its status under the standards pre and post 
harvest are shown in Table 1. Information on the 
occupancy and reproduction records (1985-1990) on the 
impacted sites is displayed in Appendix C. Owl surveys 
for this sale meet the sale survey protocol described 
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on pages 13 & 14 of this document. It is estimated 
that 60 % of the suitable spotted owl habitat in the 
Resource Area has been surveyed to date. 
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3. Impacts on Dispersal Habitat 


With respect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the ISC 
to provide dispersal habitat, the proposed sale will 
have the following effects. The sale occurs wishin 
2 quarter townships. The acreage to be removed vill 
mot significantly reduce the percentage of habitat 
within the T. 28 S.,R 11 W. - SE quarter township but 
will drop the percentage from 38 % to 31 % in the T. 
29 S., R. 11 W. - NE quarter township. Refer to 
appendix 0D for specific acreages for the quarter 
townships impacted. 


Interrelated and Interdependent Actions 


Road construction activity will remove no acres of suitable 
spotted owl habitat. 


As @ result of the proposed action, the post harvest 
activities of slash disposal and tree planting could occur 
on approximately 101 acres. These actions will have 
negligible effects on spotted owl habitat. If it is 
determined that the slash disposal activity may present an 
adverse situation to a nesting pair(s) of owls or the young 
produced, timing restrictions will be instituted to reduce 








c. 


or eliminate the adverse effect. Although slash burning 
activities will reduce the amount of down woody material 
on the sale unit it is not expected to appreciably affect 
the potential of the site to provide future habitat for 
prey species of the owl. The slash burning targets the 
finer, lighter fuels and does not normally reduce the 
mumber of larger down woody pieces. These larger pieces 
would be carried over into the new forest stand to meet 


habitat requirements for selected prey species. 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre- 
commercial thinning and fertilization of the regrowing 
stand may occur. This action would not have any adverse 
impact as it would involve the treatment of non-habitat. 
This action may have some long term beneficial effect upon 
owl habitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and 
fertilization will be treated as a separate action and have 


been consulted upon informally. 
Cumulative Impacts 


1. There are 234 acres of suitable habitat on (private 
and/or state land) within the combined circles of the 
owls affected and in sections surrounding the units of 
this sale outside the owl circle. This amounts to 


approximately 8 percent of the total habitat within the 


tr iti. 
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area of the combined circles and adjacent sections of 


those units outside the owl circle. A check of the ODF 
permit applications as of January 15, 1991, indicate 
no plans for harvest. All permits on file were assumed 
to be harvested to date. 


ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 


A. 


Alternatives Considered 


During the period covered by this Biological Assessment, 
the Bureau considered and utilized many alternatives to 
avoid or reduce potential impact of timbkar sales on spotted 
owls and their habitat. 


Alternatives considered and implemented included locating 
timber sales only in areas where no owls were located, 
dropping sales or sale units, dropping sale units within 
the particular radius of any known owl sites for the 
specific province, scheduling timber sales in unsuitable 
owl habitat. The Bureau has adopted the “Jamison Strategy" 
and has alsc reduced former cut levels in Western Oregon 
from 1.176 billion board feet per year to approximately 750 
million board feet in FY91. Some of the specific 
modifications that the Bureau adopted during the 
preplanning development of the Brownson Headwater timber 
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sale to provide protection for spotted owls and suitable: 
habitat include the following: Implementing the Management 
Framework Plan recommendations and the District policy (IM 
OR120-84-12, ch. 12) leaving approximately 2 wildlife trees 
and 2 down and dead logs (equal to 80 cu.ft.) per acre. 
Unit # 4 of the original timber sale plan was dropped 
because of impacts to the owl. 


Conservation Measures 


The Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines that are 
being adopted by the Bureau beginning with the FY 1991 
timber sale plan varies from the ISC spotted owl 
plan/strategy in providing suitable habitat for spotted 
owls. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jamison 
Strategy incorporates all protection of suitable habitat 
in the ISC Committee's HCAs 1 through 4 and that which 
occurs on lands allocated for other resource values in the 


land use plans. 


Additionally the Jamison Strategy maintains another 50,000 
acres of suitable habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW 
Agreement Areas that were not part of the land use plan 
allocations or the ISC Strategy. The Jamison Strategy 
implements nearly all the ICS recommendations except full 
application of the 50-11-40 rule. 
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Implementation of the Jamison Strategy in Fy 1991 will 
reduce District harvest to 162 million board feet. This 
is a decrease from the approved annual allowable cut of 254 
million board feet and also lower than the volume for the 
FY89 and FY90 set by the Section 318 harvest level of 390 
million board feet for the two year period. This results 
in a harvest reduction of approximately 92 million board 
feet annually for FY91 and FY92 based on the approved 


annual allowable cut. 


Conservation measures implemented by BIM include the 
BLM/Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Spotted owl 
Management Agreement signed in December 1987. In the 
agreement, BIM agreed to defer timber.harvest around 110 
spotted owl sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 
acres of suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of these acres 
that are currently being protected are located outside of 
HCA categories 1-2. ODFW agreement areas located outside 
HCA 1's within the Myrtlewood RA contain an additional 8 
owl sites which are designated as category 4 HCA‘s. 


Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 
1983 Timber Management Plans were designed to provide 
habitat diversity for the species of wildlife inhabiting 
older forests. Over 46,300 acres of 200 plus year-old 
forests were (removed from the timber harvest base or 
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placed on long rotation) to provide for a variety of 
species, including the spotted owl, other forest raptors 
and riparian zone protection. Some of these acres are now 


incorporated with other land use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 


The Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to increase 
the number of "high priority” spotted owl being protected 
by 12 sites. These new sites were selected in cooperation 
with the Service and Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. The new spotted owl sites enhance the 
distribution network of protected sites and resulted in 
22,800 acres of suitable spotted owl habitat being added 
to the 239,000 acres included in the BLM/ODFW Agreement to 
insure the continued existence of the owl on Bureau lands 
in western Oregon. The Bureau is committed to protecting 
‘these owl sites through FY 1992. At such time as the 
spotted owl recovery plan is completed the Bureau will 
incorporate the applicable recommendations/actions into 


future land management plan decisions. 


In addition, numerous sales have been modified (units 
deleted) or completely dropped as owls were discovered 
during pre-sale inventory. All sales will have been 
inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol. 


The following is a brief summary of the protocol for 


13 








surveying timber sales discussed and developed at the BLM 


Biologist meeting in February 1990. 


To conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


Conduct 3 complete surveys of the area in each of 
2 years (2 nighttime and 1 daytime survey allowed). 
If there is only time for 1 year of survey, conduct 


6 surveys. 


Occupancy surveys should be conducted between April 
1 and July 31, th at least 2 surveys before June 
1. 


Wait a minimum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the 
sale area, unless it lies within 1 mile of a known 


owl site. 


If owls were encountered status (pair or single) 
will be determined by follow up visits. 


The reproductive status determination was given a 
high priority where pair status was determined the 
reproductive status determination visits continued 
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until August 31 in some districts. 


Cc. Contingency Plans 


All FY 1991 timber sales contracts will contain the 
following. recently developed special provision: 


Special Provision E-4 


The Purchaser shall immediately discontinue specified 
construction or timber harvesting operations upon 
written notice from the Contracting Officer that: 


(1) threatened, or endangered plants or animals 
protected under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
as amended, may be affected by the operation and 
a determination is made that consultation or 
reinitiation of consultation is required concerning 
the species prior to continuing operations or; 


(2) federal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or 
State listed species protected under BIM Manual 
6840 - Special Status Species Management - have 
been discovered and a determination is made that 
continued operations would affect the species or 
its habitat. 
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Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt 
of written instructions and authorization by the 
Contracting Officer. 


In the event that operations are halted under the 
special provision E-4 the Bureau has several 


courses of action: 


Require a seasonal restriction (march 1 to 
September 30) within the vicinity of an owl pair 
until it is documented that nesting or fledging is 
completed or that nesting was not initiated or if 
initiated had failed. 


Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber 
sale by dropping a unit that is causing the "may 
affect". 


In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations 


may be written into the contract to seasonally restrict 


operations in those areas that are close (within a 0.5 


mile) to owl nests or activity centers to avoid 


harassment of owls or their progeny. For example no 
burning would be allowed on any unit that is within a 


0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair between the date 
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nesting is confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year. 
unless modified by the wildlife biologist. 





The Bureau will give strong consideration to adopting 
the Disturbance criteria process for determining if 
consultation is required that are presently being 
Grafted by the PNW S;-tted Owl RDA - technical task 


group. 


VI. BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 


It is the conclusion of this biological assosszent that the 
FY¥91 proposed Brownson Headwater timber sale may adversely 
affect the northern spotted owl. This conclusion is based on 
the fact that this sale will remove 101 acres of suitable 
habitat (80+ year old forest). These acres proposed for 
harvest also remove habitat in the Oregon Coast Range province 
(within the specific radii of 1 known pair of spotted owls). 


Formal consultation is requested on this timber sale which 
contain units that “may adversely affect" the northern spotted 
owl. The Bureau will continue to initiate consultation on any 
timber sale where a listed species is involved and where the 
Bureau has discretionary authority. 
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APPEROK B. Defesoss of Cotume Headings used in Tadies 
Gi. Tadte 1 Cotes Heading Definitions. 


* OWL STE MAME - teows ot locemons, inctuding tocemeons of ases wh evedence of sustmmed ver by Owls and utes wuh 
enty wotenss \orances 


SDNNO - unique identification umber for each out sis. Consion of « four Gigi Mamer Ske Number and may hove an suche 
Alea: Locetion coeds which designees 0 cine conser tot hes moved foom 2 previews location. IDNO's gress: hen 000 
howe as emached T to indices 2 temposury sine conser for incidcoee! ont locesions. 


STATUS - Pe guir hes bean vesified Gucing ot team one year since 1985. 2e serrmone! mate sed femate. par nares 
eahzows. So cingls tersizestsl ont chenrved Gusing ot eam one your since 1905, wich no pair verified Guring the: ume. No 
hissesic out cise, but a serrisorial ents verified since 1955. 


YR year is ehicd 2 pale bes test bees verified ot 2 ce. Ge pair sever verified at ote. 


NECA - HCA camngery 1 thew 4 (os lined is the ISC report), for ente wnies that overtap HCA boundaries. Oo asic unn Goes 
ost Ge wthin HCA. 


HCAID - identification quaber of cach HCA. 


RESL? - Yo che aves withis 6.7 malles of sits comter fies wholly on reserves tends. Peo par of ares withia 0.7 miles bes on 
saserves ends. Ne agus within 67 aufes thes completely Gumside of any senerves tends. Reserved lands are areas withérewn ot 
tee Disecter level or higher. 


Out ecses refems tp suisubte qpemed ont hebient (greceniy 8+ years of age) Phymagraphic province ead sssocisied mean 
home cage edd ase os Get 

Gugee Commede 0° lj ate 

Ougee Comm Range © 15 miles 

Reeet Mecemies = 13 mills 
Acreage: lied reflect euiesbts bobiem cutemag on BLM. State. and Sore lands. 


G7 + ont coves wikis G7 miles of cise conte. 
7-RAD - ont nevus tying berewen 0.7 and the promacnal redees 
TOTAL - scent ont acres euhia provincial redien. 
TIMBERSALE INFORMATION. 
SALE NAME aad UNIT - specific sate name sed unit that bes wuhin the promnmal radius Of a Lnown ow! tiie 
SR° - Yes or No- will there be 2 seasonal restncnon on harves: ’ 
OWL ACRES OF SALE UNIT EFFECTING OWL SITE 
G7 ~ ont coves of sate enn bing within 0.7 mites of ont site. 


RAD - ont ocves im sate unt tying Dereeen 0.7 miles and prownncil redeus of cw! Bie 
TOTAL - socal ont acres of stile wan tying wuthin prowncel redies of owt sxe. 


POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


07 ~ ot ecves remaining within 0.7 mies of ont swe after thes sake ena. by coell, « harvened. 

7-RAD - owt acres remaimung berween 0.7 mics ar (Se prowneal radius of the owt se after thes bale wari Oo» 
eset a harvesied 

TOTAL - soul owt ecres remaming within (he promncial redeus of the cmt site after (hub wart. Dy sel! 5 
Narewued 


Jt] 











G7 ~ ont eves omaining within 0.7 enttes of ont ene after this sale emit, and afl prior ena: cilecung the suc are 


wercemes 
TRAD - out acres romaineng bereces 0.7 auiles and the provincial radius of the owi sue sfie: the sake wnet. and aii 


por wasts effecunmg thu suc are heresies 
TOTAL - coun ont acres remeumg wuten the prowacid redeus of the ont snc after ths san and all prior veut 
Mlectng thes wee ore harvesied 
7 ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yes or No - Goes ot tens 70 acres of sumabic hebient exist around owt sine conser before bervest of sale unit. 


POST - Yes or Ne ~ oil a: team 7 acres of sumabic habicet remaie around owt site center after harvest of this sake 
aael 


G2 Tabte 2 Coteme Mending Definitions 


SALE NAME and UNIT - eget name of specific umbersaie and cams euthen sate 


AREA OF CONCERN - CG Cotumbis Gorge. CRe Const Range. SP~ Sestiom Pam. SW Souh Wilamene/Norh 
Unpqua. RU > Rague/Umpqua. |S |-5/Ashiand 


MAY EFFECT - Me aay effect urusuon srmng from harves: of sunsbie haba. Y° mey effect utuatioe arsung [rom 2 
season othes then herves of suuatte habuat Ne eo effect 


HCA - HCA catagory | thew 4 (a5 lisse 2 the [SC report), for cate emus thet overtep HCA downdanes 0+ sale van Goes nox 
fe wate HCA 


MCAID - ideaufication sumber of cach HCA N/A* uns Goes not ie exthin HCA 


SALE UNIT ACRES TO BE REMOVED 
TOTAL - toes! acreage within cach sate can. 
SUTT - sunabie owt habuat (grneraity 80+ years of age) wuthmn ihe cate ene 


HARVEST METHODS TO GE UTILIZED 


HARVEST METHOD « CLEAR CUT. SELECT CUT. THINNING. SALVAGE (inctuding Gown trees. hazard trees. ans 
greece trees assorissed wut sntvage wats) ROAD RO W (enns to be clear cui for road nghi-o/-sevs) 


TOTAL - total acreage eine each sale uns 10 be removed Dy harvest method. 


SUTT. - sumatte owt habuat (generally 80+ vear of age) within the sale want. As asternct (*) indicates select Cut umets (hat 
have suutabte owt habust ewhen them and ehh ©!) remam suitable after harvem due 10 CAMOPY COVE! nor DEINE TEduCed 


beiow 40 percent 
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BR Tatts 3 Coteme Meeting Dotan 


OSSTRICT - GLA [ eee: cos 
** RESOURCE ARBA - idendifics « unique Resouces Asus within exch Dimi. 


PROVINCE - Gs portion of the Phystageephic Provence tying within « Rescues Asma (map of prown:s bowndanes 2 adabte 
apes requen) 


ACBES Ht FORESTED LAND = ( Ggeees preseeeed bese eeGens 1998 coat) 


OSSPERSAL - Gesen eaves withis cach Provines partion of @ Rescues Aces Gat ase @ we © yous old ond offer Gaperl 
abies: for qpemes out, os Gxfined io IC open. 

SRTARLE - Geven eees whhis coed Previn portion of 0 Reseeees Aces Gat coe 88 we 8 yous lk. (ex: Tatts | ond 
‘Tits 2 Galles “ealeehts ebieer” ond “eet cee’ @es yous elt SLETARLE is peeceesd bere os 0-2 pees 
6 we aioe eens of Oe oe CLD amas) 


CLD GROWTH - Geum eaves wttis coed Proviess portion of o Resees Aces Gms oe of eee 8 pees ok. (ee 
Rebteet Ges Seen feeped eee “TLETASLE ic Tite: | and 2). 








TOTAL - coest tend aoce withts coed Proviess perties of o Ressees Ace Got is feed 


ALL. SALES - cont eeeegp of 06 cates whe cot Precis portion of 0 Reco Ame. 


MAY GPPECT - euengpp of of ele cabs Get oS sere cats ont eee Go pees af gp) @ Oe ey es ee 
Ger Gee Oy eee of eels bates Ge: pete Geeeteees © tere oot ce, eee of oe teetee whee eek bs 


ost bese to be cusasupied easanding to prennent), 











ALL SALES - cout aesenge of off cates within cach Provtees portion of 0 Receeems Aces Ge: oi seme eee oot been 
(vetoes @@S cheage be Ge comes os Ge MAY EPPECT eetees Ged i Oe ees, Gee ey es es es 


Rabie: @El be qoasideres os 0 ey efit). 
MAY GPPECT - eeenge of of cate cake et © cee cee et betes Ge ees af oe). 


MAY GPPECT ~ covenge of off cate eaies thet © comers euieebts ont babies (EB > yous of age), and wd cert fo ote. 
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The printouts contain the following 
informat ior cavegor {zed by resource area, for each Oistrict: 


Location name 
Pair status | 
Number cf juveniles located 


Pair status and the number of juveniles located are indicated for each year 1985 
to 1990, inclusive. 


| This report was generated from the Site and Owlsum files of our Spotted Ow! 
Database. Locations have been summarized for which both Site and Ow!lsum entries 
ere available. Codes are used to identify Resource Ares and pair status. To 
facilitate interpretation I as including a list of the. resource areas and their 
coding number. Pair status is coded “-", “P”, “A”, “8°, “O°: 


e ~ = No surveys were conducted 
P = A pair was located 
A= A pair plus and additional bird were located 
$ = A single bird (either sex) was located 
0 = No birds were found 


The number of juveniles is self explanatory, a hyphen indicates that no surveys 
were conducted that year. 


There is 1 point that needs to be reiterated with this report-—-Only owls 
found at locations that aeet or have ast cur site criteria and subsequently have 


entries in the Site and Owlsum files are reported. 
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APPENDIX D 


FY 1991 TIMBER SALE PLAN 
IMPACTS ON 
"11-40" HABITAT 


NOVEMBER 14, 1990 
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1991 1991 1991 
SALE «SALE 11-40 1991 
ACRES PERCENT 
3s80ti‘é‘aGS 
. - 1027 25 
i_....3022 1079 - 36 986 33° 
meee2873 19849 68, 1867 “65> 
2029 1262“ "62. 1261 62. 
607 369 61 368 61 
Myrtlewood CBE salvage 26s-10w-sw | 8 9 9 3677 =—s-_« 2628 71 2614 71 
s ‘ 
a a. ? ae 
2193 + =1230 56 es 
ws*2is3 "61028 | CC 896 26 > 
2904 §=. 1255 43 1243 43 
2795 856 31 799 29 
‘ i e ee Jj eA a ht ad 
Myrtlewood Sear Pen Salvage 295-10#-HY 7 0 3449 2159 63 2159 63 
Myrtlewood Srownson Headwater 295~-11-NB 89 89 3702 1399 38 1154 31 
Myctlewood fall Apart 295-11W-NE 156 186 
Tete) 245 245 
Nyrtlewood King Seith 298-11w-ww 72 72 2830 1090 39 991 rT; 
VWyrtlewood Fall Apart 298-11¥-ww 20 20 
Myttlewood Ne Blow Salvage 298-11¥-NW 7 7 
Totel ww 
Myrtlewood fall Apart 298-1 1"-sw 59 $9 1537 $02 33 439 29 
Myrtlewood Ne Blow Salvage 298-11¥-sw 4 4 
Totel 63 63 
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6842.1 (932) 
FeB 02 199] 

Informal Memorandum 
To: Russell D. Peterson. Fieid Supervisor. U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, 2600 S.E. 98th Ave., Suite 100 

P- ‘land, Oregon 97266 
From: State Director, 910 
Subject: Request for Formal Consultation Pursuant to Section 7 of the 

ant te and 50 CFR 402.14 Concerning the FY 1991 Barneys Peak 

imber Sale. 


In a.cordance with Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended, the 
Oregon State Office. Bureau of Land Management (Bureau) requests formal consultation 
on the FY 1991 Barneys Peak timber sale which may effect threatened or endangered 


species. 


The proposed action is the Barneys Peak timber sale which is located within that portion 
of the Coast Range province that lies within the Drain resource area of the Roseburg 
district office. This sale is located in Township 24 Range 7 Section 1 (Refer to the vicinity 
map in Appendix A of the biological assessment). The timber sale will remove 67 acres of 
suitable spotted ow! habitat from Bureau lands in the Coast Range province in Western 


Oregon. 


The proposed Barneys Peak timber sale was designed in conformance with the Bureau's 
direction provided by the Jamison Spotted Ow! Conservation Strategy and the 
Management Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Ow! FY 1991 
through FY 1992. The location and impact of this FY 1991 timber sale was displayed on 
nraps and overlays that were presented to the Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) in 
September 1990. Additional map overlays are being transmitted to the Service in the 
FY91 consultation overview document based on informal consultation heid 
between the Bureau and the Service s Fortiand Field Office staff. These overlays display 
the current spotted ow! distribution related to this timber sale and verified owl pair sites 
found in the province in which the sale occurs 


We have analyzed the effects of the proposed Barneys Peak timber sale on proposed, 
threatened and endangered species that are known to occur in the vicinity of the timber 
sale. It is the conclusion of the attaclied biolnuical assessment that this timber sale is 
likely to adversely affect the Northern Spotted owl or its habitat. Therefore, we request 
that the Service initiate formal consultation on the Barneys Peak timber sale. 
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Please direct specific questions or requests for additional data on this con 
package to the Manager for the Drain Resource Area. Roseburg district office (PTS 


WS. 6H 








BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
FY 1991 BARNEYS PEAK TIMBER SALE 
ROSEBURG DISTRICT 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 


INTRODUCTION 


_ The Bameys Peak timber sale is one of 2/4 separate proposed timber harvest 
actions designed under the direction povided in the Bureau's Jamison Spotted Ow! 
Conservation Strategy and the Management Guidelines for the Conservation of the 
Northern Spotted Ow! FY 1991 through FY 1992. These documents and maps with 
overlays were presented to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) in 
September 1990 for reference. Additional map overlays providing new information 
and updating that provided in the previous overlays are included in the overview 
document that transmitted this and other individual FY 1991 timber sale biological 
assessments from the Bureau to the Service for formal consultation. 


The purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and analyze the impact of 
the proposed Barneys Peak timber sale on ary ‘sted or proposed species 
pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The species to be 
addressed in this biologica. .ssessment is the northern spotted ow! (Strix 
occidentalis caurina) 


This proposed timber sale is in compliance with Record of Decision on the 











Roseburg District Timber Management Plan issued in 1983. This timber 
management plan remains in effect today while the district office develops a new, 
broader based Resource Management Pian (RMP). The RMP is scheduled to be 
implemented in October !992. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 


The proposed Bameys Peak timber sale is located within that portion of the 

Coast Range province that lies within the Drain resource area of the Roseburg 
BLM district office. Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that displays the location 
of the proposed timber sale. The Roseburg district administers approximately 
125,578 acres of forest land within the Drain resource area, Coast Range province 
(appendix B, Table 3). 


Table 3 also shows that of the approximately 61,021 acres of the 125,578 

acres of forest land in the Drain resource area Coast Range province are over 80 
years old. For purposes of this assessment, forest lands over 80 years of age were 
considered as suitable habitat for spotted owls. This age group of forest stands is 
also the primary source of trees for harvest to meet the resource area's contribution 
to the district's annual timber harvest goal. 


The proposed action is to harvest 67 acres of suitable habitat (67 acres of old 
growth forest) by ciearcutting with an expected yield of approxima.eiy 2.9 MBF 
of timber (refer to appendix B, table 2 for detailed information on this timber sale). 
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in compliance with the Jamison Strategy, no green timber sales are proposed in 
Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs). 


There is no road right-of-way construction invoived in this timber sale. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the Barneys Peak timber 
sale is described in the Roseburg Timber Management Pian, EIS for the District. 
NEPA compliance documents in the form of an aggregate environmental 
assessment is prepared annually. Currently this environmental assessment is 
incomplete and will be revised, if necessary based on the outcome of this biological 
assessmemt and/or after formal consultation. The affected environment has aiso 
been described in the following documents that have been previously shared with 
the Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assessment (February 1987) the formal 
consultations on the Bureau's Pre 3/8 and Section 318 Timber Sale Programs (July 
1990) and the Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines for the Conservation 
of the Northern Spotted Ow! (September '990). 


A. The Northern Spotted Owl 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the northem spotted ow! 
and the major structural components of its primary habitat. The best scientific 











information on the spotted ow! is contained in the publication “Distribution and 
Biology of the Spotted Owl in Oregon,” (Forsman et al. 1984) and in the interagency 
Scientific Committee (ISC) report entitied "A Conservation Strategy for the Northern 
Spotted Owi" (Thomas et al. !990). 


The following research reports, the “Dispersal of juvenile northern spotted ows 
in western Oregon” (Miller 1989), anc -e “Spotted owl home range and habitat 
use in the southem Oregon Coast Ranges" (Carey et al. 1990), further 
describe spotted ow! habitat use in the Coast Range province in which this 
timber sale is located. 


Suitable spotted ow! habitat on Bureau lands is defined as forest land over 80 
years old (see Appendix B, tables 3). BLM’'s pre-Section 318 and Section 3/8 
formal consultation documents and the Jamison Strategy’s, maps and 
overlays, presented spotte:’ ow! data on distribution, occupancy and 
reproduction deta for known ow! sites on BLM lands and adjacent private lands 
in western Oregon. Appendix C updates spotted owl occupancy and 
reproduction collected during inventories and monitoring conducted during FY 
1990. The map overlays provide updated information on owl site occurrence 
and distribution and a display of suitable habitat distribution on BLM lands. 
The information on the specific ow! sites located within the vicinity of the 
Barneys Peak timber sale is highlighted in Appendix B, tables 1 and 
Appendix A Vicinity Maps. 








iV. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 


A. Direct and indirect Effects 


The proposed action will have an impact on the federally listed northern 
spotted owl. 


Suitable Habitat 


The proposed Barneys Peak timber sale will remove 67 acres of 

suitable habitat from: Gureau lands in the Coast Range province. This sale 
occurs in the Coast Range Area of Concem. The clearcut method of 
timber harvest will be used. This reduction of habitat equates to 0.02% 
of the suitable habitat in the province overall and 0.11% of the suitable 
habitat in that portion of the Coast Range province that lies in the Drain 
Resource Area. Refer to Appendix B, table 2 for effects of the sale on 
suitable habitat. 


No green timber sales are located in HCAs. Appendix B, Table 4 
summarizes the acreage of suitable habitat that is found on BLM lands 
within specific HCA(s) in the Coast Range province in which this timber 
sale is located. 


Impacts on Known Owi Sites 


This proposed sale action will impact three known ow! sites based on 
ae 











the 1.5 mile radius for this province. For that portion of the Coast Range 
province in the Drain Resource area it equates to 4.8% of the pair sites 
and 0% of the territorial singles. This sale will result in the incidental 
take of thwee pairs, and no single northern spotted owls according to 

the incidental take guidelines used by the Service. information on the 
individual sites and their status under the standards pre and post harvest 
are shown in table 2. information on the occupancy and reproduction 
records (1985-1990) on the impacted sites is displayed in Appendix C. 
Owl surveys for this sale meet the sale survey protocol described on page 
11 of t's document. 


it is estimated that 96% of the suitable spotted ow! habitat in the 
Resource Area has been surveyed to date. 


3. impacts on Dispersal Habitat 
With reepect to the 50-li-40 rule proposed by the ISC tc provide dispersal 
habitat, the proposed sale will have the following effects. The sale occurs 
within one quarter township. The acreage to be removed will not 
decrease the quarter townships below the 50% level; it will drop the 
townships from 60% to 75%. Aster to appendix D for specific acreages 
for the quarter townships impacted. 


B. interrelated and interdependent Actions 


Road construction activity will remove no acres of suitable spotted ow! 














habitat. Loss of habitat from harvest of rights-of-way is included as part of the 
proposed action (See Appendix B Tabie 2). 


As a result of the proposed action, the post harvest activities of siash disposal 
and tree planting could occur on approximately 67 acres. These actions will 
have negligible effects on spotted ow! habitat. If it is determined that ** slash 
disposal activity may present an adverse situation to a nesting pair(s) of owis 
or the young produced, timing restrictions will be instituted to reduce or 
eliminate the adverse effect. Although slash buming activities will reduce the 
amount of down woody material on the sale unit it is not expected to 
appreciably affect the potential of the site to provide future habitat for prey 
species of the owl. The siash burning targets the finer, lighter fuels and does 
not normally reduce the number of larger down woody pieces. These larger 
pieces would be carried over into the new forest stand to meet habitat 


requirements for selected prey species. 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial thinning and 
fertilization of the regrowing stand may occur. This action would not have any 


adverse impact as it would invoive the treatm_ it of non-habitat. This action 
may have some long term beneficial effect upon ow! habitat. The 
pre-commercial thinning activity and fertilization will be treated as a separate 
action and have been consulted upon informally. 


C. Cumulative impacts 





Possidie Situations 

(no owls present) 
1. OQutofatotalof_ acres of private and/or state lands, there are 
acres of suitable habitat on private or state land within the 
section of land where the proposed action is located and those private 
sections adjoining the section where the action is proposed. This 
represents _% of the total suitable habitat available prior to the 
proposed action. A check of ODF permit applications, as of January 15. 
1991, indicated ___ acres would be harvested in the foreseeabi- 
future or no plans to harvest existed at the time of the check. 





(owls present) 
2. A total of three owl sites within a 1.5 mile radius of the Bameys 


Peak timber sale. There are cu. rently 465 acres of suitable habitat 

on private or state land within the 1.5 mile radius of the Bear Creek 

owl site. This represents 29.5 percent of the total suitable habitat 

within the 1.5 mile radius of the Bear Creek owl site. A check of the 
ODF permit applications, as of January 15, 1991, indicated none of 
these acres would be harvested in the foreseeabie future or no plans for 
harvest were on file at the time of the check. There are currently 251 
acres of suitable habitat on private or state land within the 1.5 mile 
radius of the Yellow Creek ow! site. This represents 17.6 percent 

of the total suitable habitat within the 1.5 mile radius of the Yellow 











Creek owl site. A check of the ODF permit applications, as of 

January 15, 1991, indicated none of these acres would be harvested 
in the foreseeabie future or no plans for harvest were on file at the time 
of the check). There are currently 35 acres of suitable habitat on 
private or state land within the 1.5 mile radius of the Umpqua 
Overlook ow! site. This represents 4.7 percent of the total suitable 
habitat within the 1.5 mile radius of the Umpqua Overlook ow! site. A 
check of the OOF permit applications, as of January 15, 1991, indicated 
none of these acres would be harvested in the foreseeable future or 
no plans for harvest were on file at the time of the check). 


V. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 


A. Alternatives Considered 


During the period covered by this Biological Assessment, the Bureau 
considered and utilized many alternatives to avoid or reduce potential impact 
of timber sales on spotted owls and their habitat. Alternatives considered and 
implemented included locating timber sales only in areas where no owls were 
located, dropping sales or sale units. dropping sale units within the particular 
radius of any known owl sites for the specific province, partial cutting units 
instead of clearcutting and scheduling timber sales in unsuitable ow! habitat 
The Bureau has adopted the “Jamison Strategy” and has also reduced former 
cut levels in Western Oregon from |.176 billion board feet per year to 
approximately 750 million board feet in FY91. Some of the 
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specific modifications that the Bureau adopted during the preplanning 
development of the Barneys Peak timber sale to provide protection for 
spotted owls and suitable habitat inciude the following: Special Provision E-4. 


Conservation Measures 

The Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines that are being adopted by 
the Bureau beginning with the FY 1991 timber sale pian varies from the ISC 
spotted ow! plan/strategy in providing suitable habitat for spotted owis. This 's 
by virtue of the fact that the Jamison Strategy incorporates al! protection ot 
suitable habitat in the SC Committee's HCAs 1 through 4 and that which 
occurs on lands allocated for other resource vaiues in the land use plans. 


Additionally the Jamison Strategy maintains another 50,000 acres of suitable 
habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW Agreement Areas that were not 
part of the land use pian allocations or the ISC Strategy. The Jamison 


Strategy implements nearly ali the ICS recommendations except full 
application of the 50-11-40 rule. 


implementation of the Jamison Strategy in FY 1991 will reduce District harvest 
to 158 million board feet. This is a decrease from the approved annual 
allowable out of 247 million board feet and also lower than the combined 
volume for the FY89 anc ~“Y90 set by the Section 318 harvest level of 382 
rmitiion board feet for the two year period. This results in a harvest reduction of 
aoproximatery 89 midion board feet annually for FY91 and FY92 based on the 
approved annue liowabie cut 
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Conservation measures implemented by BLM include the BLW/Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlite Spotted Ow! Management Agreement signed 
in December 1987. in the agreement, BLM agreed to deter timber harvest 
around li0 spotted ow! sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 acres of 
suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of these acres that are currently being 
protected are located outside of HCA categories 1-2. There are seven ODFW 
agreement areas located outside HCA 1-2 within the Drain Resource Area. 
they contain an additional 19 ow! sites which are designated as 3 and 4 HCAs. 


Some of the forest land use aliccations resulting from the 1983 Timber 
Management Plans were designed to provide habitat diversity for the species 
of wildiife inhabiting older forests. Over 46,300 acres of 200 pilus year-old 
forests were (removed from the timbe: harvest base or pieced on long rotation) 
to provide for a variety of species, including the spotted owl, baid eagle, other 
forest raptors and riparian zone protection. Some of these acres are now 
incorporated with other land use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 


The Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to increat + »e nur Der of 
“high priority” spotted ow! being protected by 12 sites. These ne. »\es were 
selected in cooperation with the Service and Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. The new spotted ow! sites enhance the distribution network of 
protected sites and resulted in 22.800 acres of suitable spotted ow! habitat 
being added to the 239,000 acres included in the BLM/ODFW Agreement to 
insure the continued existence of the ow! on Bureau lands in western Oregon 
The Bureau 
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is committed to protecting these owl sites through FY 1992. At such time as 
the spotted ow! recovery pian is completed the Bureau will incorporate the 
applicable recommendations/actions into future land management plan 
In addition, numerous sales have been modified (units deleted) or completely 
dropped as owls were discovered during pre-sale inventory. All sales will 
have been inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol. A brief summary of 
the protocol used is as follows: 
To conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 

- Conduct 3 complete nighttime surveys of the area in each of 2 


: years. if there is only time for 1 year of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


- Occup..icy surveys should be conducted between April 1 and July 
31, with at least 2 surveys before June 1. 


: Wait a minimum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


- Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the sale area, 
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unless it lies within 1 mile of a known ow! site. 


if owls were encountered status (pair or single) will be determined 
by followup visits 


- The reproductive status determination was given a high priority 
where pair status was determined. The reproductive status 
determination visits continued until August 31 in some districts. 


(The protocol for surveying timber sales discussed above was developed at 
the BL. Biologist meeting in February 1990.) 


C. Contingency Plans 


All FY 1991 timber sales contracts will cor ain the following recently 
developed special provision: 


Special Provision E.4 
The Purchaser shail immediately discontinue specified construction or 


tk \ber harvesting operations upon written notice from the Contracting 
Officer that: 


(1) threatened, or endangered plants or animals protected under the 


Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, may be affected 
by 


stb 
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the operation and a determination is made that consultation or 
reinitiation of consultation is required conceming the species prior 
to continuing operations or; 


(2) federal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or State listed 
species protected under BLM Manual 6840 - Special Status 


Species Management - have been discovered and a 
determination is made that continued operations would affect the 


species or its habitat. 


Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt of written 
instructions and authorization by the Contracting Officer. 


In the event that operations are halted under the special provision E-4 the 
Bureau has several courses of action: 


a. Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) 
within the vicinity of an owl pair until it is documented that 
nesting or fledging is completed or that nesting was not 
initiated or if initiated had failed. 


b. Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber sale by 
dropping a unit that is causing the “may affect’. 





$37 
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In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be written into 
the contract to seasonally restrict operations in those areas that are 
close (within a 0.5 mile) to ow! nests or activity centers to avoid 
harassment of owls or their progeny. For example no burning would be 
allowed on any unit that is within a 0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair 
between the date nesting is confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year 
unless modified by the wildlife biologist. 


The Bureau will give strong consideration to adopting the Disturbance 
criteria process for determining if consultation is required that are 
presently being drafted by the PNW Spotted Owl RDA - technical task 
group. 


Vi. BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 


It is the conclusion of this biological assessment that the FY91 proposed 
conclusion is based on the fact that this sales will remove 67 acres of suitable habitat 
(80+ year old forest). These acres proposed for harvest remove habitat in the Coast 
Range province, within the 1.5 mi radii of three known pairs of spotted owls and no 
territorial single ovvis. 








Formal consultation is requested on this timber sale which contain units that “may 
adversely affect’ the northern spotied ow!. The Bureau will continue to initiate 
consultation on any timber sale where a listed species is involved and where the 


Bureau has decretionary authority. 
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0-35 0-35 aR 0 9 53,080 4 
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“TS TST, 117 
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0-12 - Cas 14 672 06,000 26,806 
0-30 - a 6 972 76,000 31,676 
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The printouts contain the following 
information categor {zed by resource area, for each District: 


Location name 
Pair status 
Number of juveniles located 


Pair status and the number of juveniles located ere indicated for each year 1985 
te 1990, inclusive. 


This report wes generated from the Site and Owlsum files of our Spotted Ow! 
Oetabase. Locations have been summarized for which both Site and Owlsum entries 
ere eveileble. Codes are used to identify Resource Area end pair status. To 
facilitate interpretation I am including a list of the resource areas and their 
coding sumber. Pair status is coded “-", “RP”, “A”, “8°, “O°: 


No surveys were conducted 

A pair was located 

A pair plus and edditional bird were located 
A single bird (either sex) was located 

No birds were found 





yeer. 
1 point thet needs to be reiterated with this report--Only owis 
found at locations thet eset or heave ast cur site criteria end subsequently have 
end Ovloume files ere reported. 
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1991 1991 | TowSEIP 1990 1991 
aesounce TOWNSHIP SALE 6SALE Q@anten 11-40 199. 11-40 1991 
AMSA QUARTER acegs 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACeES PERCENT 
Orcaia 235-06u-a8 13 o a/R - BCA 
Sraia 238-06u-aB 123 ° So reduction in 11-40 
Total 136 0 
5. Gapqee Powerlise 268-020- su 63 63 3714 1627 ry) 1864 42 
5. Gapqea Swiftweter 266-0 30-88 32 32 1797 939 $2 907 so 
S. Gapqea Chiches Little 278-020-au s4 $4 306) 1935 so 1781 “6 
8. Gapqese Green Subsoriae 278-020-a 160 160 
Total 184 1864 
8. Gapqes Right Ture Lease 278-046N-aB 60 4s 401 4s a1 ° 0 
S. G@upqea Geaedesa Hta. 268-—02u-sw 54 54 1376 1191 67 1137 83 
S. Gapqee Fact Suck 268-0 3-88 1$2 182 aase 3346 74 3192 71 
S. G@apqese South fork 268-060-a8 $7 $s? 3164 1223 39 1092 3s 
S. Gapqea South Pork now 28s8-0¢0-a8 1 i 
S. G@apqese Coentenial 268-060-858 73 73 
Total 131 i313 
S. G@apqee South Pork 208-046u-m 12 o 1315 $97 4s $97 as 
Ss. Gapqee Peters Palace Beg 286-060-558 2 2 1340 $26 34 $24 4 
S. Gupqea 4 Geedues Hta. 298-O2u-mw ee) | 61S 3119 os 3018 65 
| S. Gapqee Seed Kiddlessa 296-02w- 88 197 191 2215 1191 $4 1000 4s 
S. G@apqee 3 Lettis Creek 298-0 e-me 138 i138 1760 1039 $9 099 $1 
: S. Gupqee Lettie Creek Sow 8 7296-00-m 2 2 
: Total 160 0=S «140 
S. Gupque fyrtle woos 298-030-su o « 2331 «932 so 871 7 
3}. Gupgee Lettie Crock 298-0 -ow 21 21 
Total 61 61 
| S. Gapqea 9 = fyrtie Wood 293-046u-s8 ry a 927 $36 se 492 $3 
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ROSEBURG DISTRICT 
1991 1991 | comenIP 1990 1991 
aesounce TOMNSHIP SALE SALE | QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
ARgA SALZ uA QUARTER ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
| Billeré Settle Aze 308-090-s8 31 31 2607 966 37 935 %6 
; 8. Uapqea Horse Seaven 318-060-us 38 38 3005 2006 67 1966 65 
Dillerd Pea Gravel Clay § 318-06N-SE 6s 68 1730 964 S6 713 a 
’ S. Uapqua Morse Heaven 318-060-s8 183 = :183 : 
e fotel 251 251 
: | 
Dillerd Pea Gravel Clay § 318-06N-6w 103 ry 2815 1230 a4 1136 ry.) 
Dillerd Guistins 318-00N-sw 3 3 3264 ©6398 43 1395 43 
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een 2 Defteanens of Cotuma Headings used 1a Tebies 
‘BL Tebte 1 Cotene Hosting Defiaiions 
OWL INFORMATION: 


. oF * OWL SITE NAME - tnows ont tomnons, inctuding toconons of shes with evidence of sutnined use by Owls. sad sites with 
ula ony wees \oceuess. 


. + 
"E. er 
+ tin md 
ie : 


a = 
; : 
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PA en oe 
Pin ee 
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IDNO - enique identification sumber for each ont sine. Consists of 3 four digs Maser Sis Number sad may hove sn sttached 
a Aleenase Location ends which dongns es 2 site conter thes hes moves feem 0 proviess location. IDNO's greases then 4000 
2 neve on attaches T to indicnse 6 temporary site conter for inndentel owt locations. . 

STATUS - Peo pair hes been verliied using ot loam one year since 1905. 2 serriserisl mate and femaies. poir satus is 
unknown. Se single tersiserial out cheered Gurng ot least one year snes 1985, with eo pair verified Curing thet ume. Ne 
hiserts oul cies, but a tersbosial ents verified since 1985. 

YR- year @ which « pair hes tam boon verified ot 2 site. Ce pair sever verifies & site. 


CA - ICA eoengory | thre 4 (as liseed ia the ISC ropes), for enls unies thas overtap HCA boundaries. O© sale uni does 
act te euten HCA. 


HCAID - céennficanen sumber of each HCA 

RESL? - Yo the aves wishin 0.7 miles of mee conser lies wholly on reserved lends. Peo gan of ares within 0.7 miles lies on 
reserve? ands. Neo eres within 0.7 miles lies completely Guende of any reserves lends. Reserved lands are areas wuhdrawn at 
the Disester ievel or higher. 

PREMARVEST OWL ACRES WITHIN PROVINCIAL RADIUS 


Ova ecves reflect to susabie spores owl hebnat (generality 00+ years of ags). Phymograpinc promace and associaiec 


4 oa “Le Lees, | = ie ae Pe 


3 
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Acreages sted reflect senabie habuat emsting on BLM. Scace. sad Privece lends. 
07 ~- owl acres within 0.7 miles of ce comer. 
TRAD - ont coves tying borecen 0.7 and the provincial redius. 
TOTAL - wisi owt ecses within provincial redius. 
TIMBERSALE INFORMATION: 


SALE NAME ond UNIT - specific sate name and unit thet lies within the provinnial redeus of 8 known owl site. 


PO ee 2 nike a 
* 


SR? - Yes or No- will these be a seasons! restnction on harvest ” 
OWL ACRES OF SALE UNIT EPPECTING OWL SITE 
G7 - owt scres of sale unn iving within 0.7 miles Of om site. 


: TRAD - Gv ccves m cole wan lying berween 0.7 mules and provincial radius of ow! site. 
TOTAL - total owt acres of sale unui lying ertive pronaciel redeus of ow! ste. 
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. 
% SALE UNIT EPPECTS ON OWL SITES: 
. 
id 
' POST HARVEST 


0.7 ~ owt scres remaming within 0.7 miles of ow site after this sale wast. by usell. is harvested. 

| 7-RAD - owl ecres remaming between 0.7 miles and the provincial redius of the owl site after this sale unu. by 
ase, ws harvested 

TOTAL - cotel owt acres remaining within the prowncial radius of the ow! sue after thes want. by usell. 
harvesied 
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G7 - ont ecres somsining within 0.7 mites of owl site after this anle wnit, and all pnor units effecung ths ste are 
harvened. 

TRAD - G= ecees semeining between 0.7 miles and the provincial radius of the ow! sue after this sale unit. and ali 
puter units effecting this sits are hervened. 

TOTAL - tousl ont scres someining within the provincial radius of the oni sine shter this unit. and sil pnor units 
effecung ths eve ore hervened. 


7 ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yes or No - dees ot toast 70 acves of suitable babiest exist around owl sits conter before harvest of sale unit. 


POST - Yes or No - will ot toast 9 ecres of euienbts hebient somain around owl cite center ofter harves: of this sale 
=. 


B2 Toebte 2 Cotuma Mesding Definitions. 


SALE NAME and UNIT - legei name of specific timberante end vaiss within ante. 


ARBA OF CONCERN - CG Columbis Gorge, CRe Conn Range, SP Sentiom Pass, SW South Witlemene/Nortn 
Umpqua. RUs Rages/Umpaua, i-Se 1-5/Achinnd. 


MAY EPPECT - Me may effect situation arising from harven of suable hebient, Y° may effect situation ansing [rom « 
seanee cther then herven of sunsble hebiest, No ao effect. 





HEA - re ee eee > Sie LES expe, Car cate cat aes Comat IEA tonnes. So tale unit Goss not 
te wuhen HCA 


NCAID - idencification umber of cach HCA. N/A unk dons act lie wihin HCA 





SALE UNIT ACRES TO BE REMOVED 
TOTAL - cotsl ecveage within each ante unit. 
SUTT. - euseabie ont habast (generally 60+ years of age) within the sale unit. 


HARVFST METHODS TO BE UTILIZED 


HARVEST METHOD « CLEAR CLT. SELECT CLT. THINNING. SALVAGE (including down trees. hazard trees. and 
@een trees ansorwesd wuh eaivage vans). ROAD £.O.W. (vans to be clear cut for road nght-ol-ways). 


TOTAL - scent ecrcage withia cach sale unit to be removed by harvest method. 


SUTT. - sussabte ont hebite: (generality 80+ years of age) within the sale uns. An asterick (°) indicates select cut units (hat 
heve eunabie owl Wabun wuhin them and which oil remem suuabie after harvest dus tc canopy cover noi being reduced 
below 40 peresnt. 
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DMSTRICT - BLM Dewic: come 
* RESOURCE ARBA - identifies 0 nique Resource Ases within cach District. 


ee ee re nen» mene Ae Gaep ot pemeaes Gommtacis camitt 





ACRES Ii FORESTED LAND ~ ( figuens presented hore sefiect 1990 enaiytis). 





OGUSPERSAL - fosen coms within cock Proviecs postion of o Ressuses Aces that ase 40 10 00 old and offer dupe rial 
Rabies fer apetted evs, as defined ia ISC repon. - 


f: SUITABLE - tore cons within cach Province portion of « Resousss Asse thas ase 00 to 200 years old. (Nose: Table | ond 
2 ee ane eee On ae SUTTABLE is presented here os 60-200 years 
: 26 0 aiigw presenmsces of Gots os OLD acses). 
: OLD GROWTH - terem ecres wichin cach Province portion of 2 Resource Asse thet ave ot least 200 years old. (Note: ths 
habest hes been lumped ive “SUITABLE” in Tadic 1 and 2). 
A TOTAL - ceeal tend aves within cach Provines portion of e Resourses Ases that is forened. 
TOTAL SALE ACRES TO SE REMOVED 


ALL SALES - csesl covenge of aff cates within cach Province portion of o Resourses Asa. 





MAY GPPECT - coseage of af ante enies that wil remove suitable ont habe: (89+ yous of age) or that may effect ows 
other then by comorei of cultabte hebien: (ic: poasibie Gisvesbencs to known ont ane, removal of non hebust where .- 


aus been verified to be enessupies aeserding to protessl). 


TOTAL SUITABLE OWL ACRES TO BE REMOVED 


{ ALL SALSS - scen! asvenge of afi enics wishin each Province portion of a Resource Ases that will remove sunable ow! hebust 
Z (velecs 18) ahnuys Oe the came as che MAY EPPECT votuss listed in this covegory, since any enle that removes sunadic 
habue: will be considered os & may effect). 


; 
: MAY EPPECT - ecreage of off cate enies that will remove susabie owt hebust (80+ years of age). 


SUTTABLE HABITAT REMOVED THAT WILL RESULT IN TAKE 


MAY GPPECT - ccveage of aff cate wnies the: will remove suxable owl hebus: (80+ years of age). and will result in ake. 
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&. Hiucidete the population ecology of the spotted owl in the Oregon Coast Range, to 
inclads populbtian age structure, and age specific birth, death, and reproductive 


rates. 
b. Compare survival and reproductive rates of color-tended and radio-marked owis. 















following report, results are presented separately Density 
; Study Asta (DSA) and for the General Study Aswa (GSA). 

% db. The method of study was to color-bend all unbanded owis located on the 
= each year and to reconfirm all owis banded in previous years. In 
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F 4 4 

(2,2) 

| “0 10 

4 55 1 6 
(33,22) (1,0) 

58 20 23 

3 (29,29) (10,10) 

1988 7 2 P| 

(27,22) (10,10) 

i 1989 % 13 6 

a (47,27) (7,9 

1990 7S 25 81 

; (41,34) 0,16 

4 Touls 367 ” 262 

q 208, 199) G7,42) 

«| — 

wi 

; Density Within The Density Study Area 

~The population estimate for the Density Study Area was 0.154 owis/an’ in 1990. The 


f estimate for 1987 (0.090 owis/km”) was considerably lower than in 1988 or 1969 (table 2) 
while the estimate for 1990 was considerably higher. We believe the 1967 estimate was due 
to a less of the study area and the 1990 estimate was dus to a doubling of 
the effort from 1989-1990 (S67 hrs vs. 1525S hrs). 
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a Uilice Genie Uline on Ge Reusbure Disein ef Go Buen of Land 
Guagon: 1967-1990. Also included is a count for the 1,011 ian’ Expanded 
Seedy Asea(EDSA) in 1989-1990. 



































Number of Number of Total 

Your pairs singies* adult/ subad 

1987 DSA 28 6 62 

1968 DSA 37 10 % 

1969 DSA 5 14 82 

1990 DSA 46 14 106 

1989 EDSA 47 19 113 

1990 EDSA 58 26 142 
_ -— * Inchades conservative cotimase of “floaters” and solitary individeals as well 2s a few 
instances in which 2 or more individuals were seen near each other, but did not associate on 
| a regular basis. 
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* For the 1969-00 survival eotimates, an owl may cally be missing for ene year instead of the 


requised two yours and be considered dead. This may result in the calculation of a lower 
survival rece for Ge most secant year. 95% confidence intervals ascund proportions are in 


pasenchesss. 
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sponed owis on 


Asean (DSA) and General Study Area (GSA), Roseburg District of the 








Empirical estimates of annual survival of non-radio-marked adult 
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mont recent year. 95% confidence imearvals around proportions are in 





© For the 1909-90 survivel estimates, an owl may only be missing for one year instead of the 


eo om. This may result in the calculation of a lower 
survival rave for he 


parentheses. 
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Proportion of Pairs Nesting 


The of acn-radio-marked adult pairs that nested each year varied from 0.32 wo 
0.84 (able S$). The proportion of radio-marked adult pairs that nested cach year varied from 
0.20 w 0.38 and was consistently and significantly lower than for non-marked pairs 
(chi-equase = 14.77, P < 0.005, 3 df, compare tables 8 and 9). This suggesed that radios 
may have had a negative influence on reproduction. 


Proportion of Pairs fledging young 


The of non-radio-marked adult pairs fledging young averaged 0.45 and ranged 
from to 0.66 (bis 10). The proportion of radio-marked adult pairs that produced 
young ranged from 0.00 tw 0.38 and was significantly less than for non-radio-marked owis 
(chi-square © 21.74, P < 0.005, 3 df, ubie 11). 


The lower sumber of radio-marked aduk pairs that nested or fledged young may be explained 
in two ways. Ons explanation is that the redio-qanemisters hove a aegutive inficence ca 
aesting suempes. Aacter explanation is Gat the nesting sass of of radio-marked owis is 
knows, whesess son-radio-marked owis with an unknown nesting status were act included in 
any sepeodective coicuiation. If moat of the unknown states owls ware actually act nesting, 
it would sesakt in an overestimess of the proportions of ace-radio-marked owls that nesed. 
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of radio-maried pairs of aduh spousd owls Ga nemed on the Density 
Suady Ass and the General Study Asun (GSA), Rossberg District of the Buren of 


Land Banagement, Oregon: 1967-1990. 














checked Proportion of pairs nesting’ 
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* Eeienes wore colcuieesd cally for puics Get wore checked for eeqeedactive activity before 
1S Jaly. 95% confidence incervels eowend proportions ae is peeeetieess. 



























Proportion of nesting pairs fledging young” 








(DSA, GSA) 











Esumeses were caicuistsd for om checked for reproductive activity 
LS July. a aangaiem a 
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checked Mean productivity’ 
Year (DSA, GSA) DSA GSA Combined 
1986S 6 0.00 1.590 1.50 
(0,6) (0.000) (0.348) (0.548) 
1986 2s 1.67 1.@ 1.68 
(12,13) (0.492) (0.480) (0.476) 
1987 13 1.67 1.6 1.62 
(3,19) (0.$77) (0.516) (0.506) 
1988 a 1.2$ 1.38 1.35 
(4,16) (0.500) (0.500) (0.489) 
1989 27 1.36 1.6 1.52 
(11,16) (0.505) (0.500) (0.509) 
1990 $$ 1.16 1.43 1.31 
(25,30) (0.374) (0.504) (0.466) 
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ae ve ae . | 
"BY 1990. PNW coordinated with Roseburg BLM biologists on ow! 
Ee ou seys outside the and on timber sale reviews. 


&. FY 1990. Information on attaching wil mount tranemitters was provided to George 
ee lle hen 
requested information. 











wn @. 22 November 1909. R. Straub gave 2 slide presentation on the spotted owl and its 
- habiest t 2 class of 1S youngsters at a daycare center in Roseburg, Oregon. 


@. G2 December 1909. Participated in a tour of approximately 20 members of the 
Selentific Conmises and Listing Commines. J. Reid gave an overview 
Of the cise and habient uss of the owl based cn radio twlemetry and visited the 
nem wees at wo cies. R. Bown and P. Oliver geve on overview of the distribution 
of owl sus on the Roseburg Diswict of the BLM. 


@ Winer 1900-00. J. Reid and R. Horn sommariced end enalysed owl dam from 
Recsberg, Bagene and Medfosd BLM for the Ineragency Scientific Comanines. 


f. and Summer 1990. We shaved information throughout the sesson with 
fom Bugene BLM and Coos Bay BLM. 


g. Spring end Summer 1990. Coccdinated with Oregon Deparument of Forestry, Oregon 
Depasument of Pich and Wiidiiée, and private timber companies sagarding owis and 


h. 20 Apeil 1990. Ressburg BLM and PW bictogins domensuated banding techniques 
Guring the banding workshop organized by R. Bown and G. Miller (OSU). 


i. 30 Apel 1900. &. Pocoman, J. Lint, J. Reid, R. Horm east with other researchers t0 
finaligs cee 1990 Seandasds and Guidelines for Density end Demography Areas. 
Other sessnschers were from PSW end Oregon Seats University. 


j. 24 May 1990. Acsioned Kit Hershey from Oregon Suse University with maps and 
locations of spousd owl nest wees for her graducss udies. Led crows to nest trees. 


k. May 1990. J. Lit gave a slide presentation on owl inventory and monitoring efforts 
4 to the Riddle Elementary School. 
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* Eetimases were calculated only for pairs that were checked for reproductive activity before 
15 July. Standard deviations ave in parentheses. 
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Nesting Success 


eee aan Ce nena Sans Gam Set Saeed vou. Nesting 
success of color-banded adult owls during the 6 year period from 1985 to 1990 averaged 
0.74 with a range of 0.69-0.78 (table 12). The lowest success rate was noted in 1988. 
Nesting success for radio-marked adult owis was higher than for color-banded ois in one 
year, lower in one year and similar in one year (table 13). Prom this comparison we could 
not discern a clear relationship between nest success and radio-transmitters. 


Number of Young Produced 


The mean number of young produced per pair of non-radio-marked owis ranged from a low 
of 0.36 to a high of 1.08 (table 14). Radio-marked pairs produced significantly fewer young 
than did non-marked pairs (chi-square = 25.18, P < 0.005, 3 df, table 15). 


Mean Productivity 


a. Mean productivity was defined as the number of young produced per female that 
successfully produced at least ons young. For non-radio-marked adult pairs this 
ee 

















b. Mean productivity for adult pairs in which one or both pair members were 
radio-marked was lower than for color-marked owis in 1967 and similar to 
color-marked owis in 1969. In 1968 and 1990 we could act calculates a productivity 
cee cane eats man aat ames combi 
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Year (DSA, GSA) DSA Combined 
1985 25 0.00 0.24 
(13,12) (0.00-0.27) (0.07-0.47) 
1986 9 0.63 0.64 
(19,20) (0.33-0.85) (0.44-0.80) 
1987 % 0.38 0.33 
(8,28) (0.04-0.77) (0.16-0.53) 
1988 “ 0.25 0.45 
(16,28) (0.05-0.55) (0.28-0.63) 
1989 @ 0.52 0.44 
(21,41) (0.26-0.76) (0.29-0.58) 
1990 90 0.60 0.61 
(42,48) (0.40-0.76) (0.45-0.77) (0.48-0.72) 








as 


were calculated only for pairs thet were checked for reproductive activity before 
95% confidence intervals around proportions are in parentheses. 
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F 25 0.50 0.56 
; (8,17) (0. 10-0.86) (0.31-0.77) 
r 0.58 0.8 


oe ee 





87 0.83 
(42,45) (0.65-0.94) 








* Estimates were calculated only for sites where the existence of a pair was Gocumented and 
where the nesting status of the pair was confirmed before 1 Juns. 95% confidence intervals 


around proportions are in parentheses. 
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N Sesviving 95% CI 


N Surviving 95% Cl 














© For the 1969-90 survivel detimates, an ow! may only be missing for one year instead of the 


oe ype gr This may result is the colculazen of 2 lower 





mont secant year. 95% confidence intervals ascund proportions are in 
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estimases of annual survival for subadult spotted owis on the Roseburg 
of the Buren of Land Management, Oregon: 1965-1990. 
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© Por the 1909-90 survivel estimates, an ow! may caly be missing for one year instead of the 
and be considered dead. This may result in the calculation of 2 lower 


Your Sex N 
x 197-48 0M 7 
F 8 
: Both 15 
: se 0M 14 
F 12 
: : Bow 26 
3 s-ser M il 
E PF 7 1@ @4¢+-1.@ 
’ Bea ss 08 @92097 
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& Aamual sitvivel rates ware calculated separately for radio-marked owls and owls tat 
_ fem a low of 6.80 in 1990 w a high of 0.58 in 1968 (bie ©. Mails eervied! as 

















ware euly marked with coler bands. Survival cates for color-tended aduies ranged 








ware dightly Nigher Gan female survival cases in 3 out of S yours but the Gfderences 
ware ast significant (chi-cqeess = 2.65, P > 0.05, 4 & (bis 4. 


sates of cadio-marked and coler-tanded owls were act significantly 
— females, chi-cquare = 1.46, P > 0.05, 


Survival cases for subadelts wore based on selatively email samples (ble 5). There 
was ao cheer Gilesence beewenn subadalt and adelt survival cates, with subadals 
having o lower survival case in cus your and appeeximensly equal survival mss in 
another your (Compare ubles 4 and 5). 


Survie’ cates in Ge DSA and GSA wore compared to mse if Ge results could be 
Cah seed ms san tees wae os DRA oey a 

1967-1968 (ubis @. Survived sues for sibadaite wore leo eonsiomady higher witin 
Ges DEA Gas Gey ware in Ge GEA (able 7). Survival cotimames for Gs DSA any be 
ase accuses dss & Ge mess intensive carve; offen. 
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in 1909, when we expanded Gs 


Asea w 1,011 im’, the owi density estimate 
2g geet site hr 


In 1990, the density estimate increased 10 
0.140 ewis/km’. The umber of pairs also increased in 1990 (table 3). We believe this 
incoenss wes Gus & te i dion ton 500-197 Like the district-wide sample, 
the sumber of tieds detscesd each your within the Density Seedy Asen indicosed a sxx ratio 
dighty sewed towards males (ubie 7). 
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Table 2. Member of owls detscesd within Ge G57 ium’ Density Stady Aen (DSA) on the 
Dicwict of the Basens of Land Management, Ovegon: 1967-1990. Summaries for 
inctods both the 687 kan’ Density Seedy Asen (DSA) and the 1,011 km’ Expanded 
Density Seedy Asea (EDSA). 


























Number of 

Adults Sebedults Age Unknowa AdfSubed 

Your O4F) 0@4,F) O4,F) Pisdgiings per kn’ 

1987 43 5 14 10 0.090 
(24,19) 2.3) (8,6) 

1968 58 17 9 6 0.122 
(30,28) (10,7) (6,2) 

SeDsSA 3 16 20 0.119 
(35,28) @,1) 79 

1990 DSA 2 14 10 23 m 1% 
(45,37) (6,8) G,5) 

ISJEDSA 8 6 2 3 0..i12 
(46,39) (4,2) (11,11) 

ISD EDSA 110 17 iS 5 0.140 
(61,49) (7,10) 7,» 
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Manter OF Outs RGuted 
a Beseems Died 1905 and Coster 1998, wo banded TS quad exh 2 Gs 











1965-1998, a sobeamgle of Ge tended onts was fined wih back-gack aye 

sep Gaseniees for 3 companion aady of bees eg ot he oe. 
allies, s auel euuber of owls ware Gaed wid wil-eeet apie eio-caneninns. 
Des w Ge lif weight end sated of eames, wi-aoumed outs was 
comideet cepcaiio-cuted for Gis anciycis. Survival and segeedective parameters 
@ Gs mio-auted magls wars comgeed wih Os ee eo-eutel maggie © 
Goemine if Ge wanenioes affecend served! oc sepeetucinn. 


‘Tie Gemsiet was Givided ite two eens, 2 Demtity Sindy Acs (DEA) within which 
@8 saegeed © & 8 wal popeietion count, and 2 Genel Sindy Ams (GSA), 
Cities ehich we banded as many binds os pemiiie, bet Gd ot eet 3 wel 
popeiaios count. The eign’ DSA, which eueemgemed as aon of G5 be’, 
incheted Ge couhem wwo-dieds of Gs Dain Recourse Ams is Gs Con Begs 
Rsenmies is Ge sethoon comer of Gs Renbag Dacia. Ie 190), oo eopended 
@e DSA w intieds heen Os eis Deis Recess Am, eemgenig @ om of 
L603 ten?. Meckeeses geeseeeed in Gils capet axe complied for Ge ceiginal DSA for 
1967-1998 and for Ge expanded DSA in 1903-1998. The GRA incieied Gs mn of 
@e Rewberg Diewict, exchasive of Ge DEA. 


Eieeees of eurvival geesenesd in Gis capest ase enpicted etiemeess. Eee of 
survival using mndels axe planned, bet could ast be compiensd in Gms 
tor inchesion is Gis apex. 

















































yp me 208 afeit eafen, 159 atch freaies, 37 ebadeh males, 
“ Seuutes and 262 young of Go your Gutts 1). Bernese of aaa apie 
sep in 1903 and 1904, of of Go Relowing eanipals WE ees co Gs ys 
1985-1990, eben leeger naples wore avaliebie. 


The sux muti of ates in Ge tended sangi was somsute: dewed woards anies. 


@oupuioes, Go om mile of sbadeis was eqgeeniemely 1-1 Gable 1). The 
quuter of mules is Go abe cumple could te eghtinnd ip vers 


ways. One eepieention could be Gas males wars Seply wae Gens Oe 
fmaies, and wae GQaeeiees eave Minty w be Canded. Ancter explanation could be 
8 cael Cemover wes higher Gan for fein. Tis was ost exgpperesd by Ge 
exapistent curvivel eotimaess, which indicwed Gas mates survived os well os females 
Gas Rapitest Sarvicel Rees). Another expieeation could te Gat ox mies ware 
eteieeesd 2 teh. OF Gee expiemations, wo believe Gut Ge fiw is Ge oon 


Minty. 










































‘Tails 17. Deum peodectvity of radio-qarked pais of abet sponsd owis on te Density 
Suady Aces (DEA) and the General Seedy Aces (GSA) os Ge Roseburg Diemic: of Ge Bere 
of Land Mesegemen, Oreges: 1967-1990. | 




















Continues Gomegaghic mady. Bagin Geld work im Déech 1991. 











at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 


on the BLM/USPS Cooperative owl banding efforts in 








to owl exhibits organized and constructed 


County Pair. 


& presentation to 





to band owis as requested by the Regional Office. 


1990. Banded spousd owls on the Umpqua National Forest and trained USFS 
biologists for the 
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personnel 





Presenusions before the annual mesting of the Spousd Ow! RD&A Program's scientist 
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The Amerson Cresk timber sale is one of 2/4 separate proposed timber harvest 
ections designed under the direction provided in the Bureau's Jamison Spotted Ow! 
Conservation Strategy and the Management Guidelines for the Conservation of the 
Northem Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1982. These documents and maps with 
Overlays were presented to the U.S. Fieh and Wikdille Service (Service) in 
September 1900 for reference. Additional map overiays providing new information 
and updating that provided in the previous overlays are included in the overview 
document that tranemitied this and other individual FY 190! umber sale biological 
assessments from the Bureau to the Service for formal consultation. — 


The purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and analyze the impact of 
the proposed Amberson Creek timber sale on any listed or proposed species 
pursuart to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The species to be 
addressed in this biclogice! assessment is the northern spotted owl (Strix 
Qcnidertalie caurina). 


This proposed timber sale is in compuance with Record of Decision on the 


a,* 
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_nanagement plan remains in effect today while the district office develops a new, 
broader based Resource Management Pian (RMP). The RMP is scheduled to be 


implemented in October 1992. 


f. OBSCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 





‘The proposed Amberson Cresk timber sale is located within that portion of the 
Coast Range province that lies within the Drain resource area of the Roseburg 
GL Goric office. Reter to Appendix A for a vicinity map that dleplays the location 
of the proposed timber sale. The Roseburg district administers approximately 
125,578 acres of forest land within the Drain resource area, Coast Range province 
(appendix B, Table 3). 


Table 3 aleo shows that of the approximately 61,021 acres of the 125,578 

acres of forest land in the Drain resource area Coast Range province are over 60 
years old. For purposes of tile essesement, forest lands over 80 years of age were 
considered as sutable habitat for spotted owls. Thie age group of forest stands is 
also the primary source of trees for harvest to meet the resource area's contribution 
to the dlswict’s annual timber harvest goal. 





: The proposed action is to harvest 150 acres of sultable habitat (150 acres of 

ee old growth forest) by ciaermagiing with an expected yield of approximately 6.5 
MBF of timber (refer to appendix B, table 2 for detailed information on this timber 
sale). 











E. in compliance with the Jamison Strategy, no green timber sales are proposed in 
‘= There is no road right-of-way construction involved in this timber sale. 
i. DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the Amberson Creek 

timber sale ls described in the Roseburg Timber Management Plan, ElS for the 
Oiewrict. NEPA compliance documents in the form of an aggregate environmental 
essesement le prepared anrwaily. Currently this environmental assessment is 
incomplete end wil be revised, lf necessary based on the cutcome of this biological 
assesement and/or after formal consultation. The affected environment has aleo 
been described in the folowing documents that have been previously shared with 
the Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assesement (February 1967) the forinal 
consultations on the Bureau's Pre 318 and Section 38 Tuber Sale Programe (July 
1980) and the Jamison Strategy and Menagement Guidelines for the Conservation 


SS OA ae ee he eee 
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of the Northem Spotted Owl (September 1990). 
aa A. The Northen Spotted Ow! 
* Numerous publications have described the biology of the northem spotted ow! 
3 and the major structural components of its primery habitat. The best scientific 
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" nlommation on the spotted ovr ie contained in he publication ‘Disttbution and 


a Eiadiattn tpenes Gus Ongen: (Foreman et ai. 1084) and in the interagency 
a Selenite: Comminee (18C) report ended “A Conservation Strategy for the Northem 
i patted Ont (Thomas ot ai. 1990). 

‘ in westem Oregon’ (Miller 1989), and the “Spotted ow! home range and habitat 
use in the eouthem Oregon Coast Ranges” (Carey ot al. 1990), further 
describe spotted ow! habitat use in the Coast Range province in which this 
Gmber sale ls located. 

g Guiable epotied owl habitat on Bureau lends is defined es forest land over 80 
g youre cid (one Appendix B, tables 3). GLITe pre-Geston 318 and Section 38 
: formal consutation documents and the Jamison Swrategy's, maps and 

es 


Overlays, presented spotted ow! data on diet ibution, occupancy and 
reproduction data for known owl sites on BLM lands end edjacent private lands 
in westem Oregon. Appendix C updates spotted owl cooupancy and 
reproduction collected during inventories and monitoring conducted during FY 
1900. The map overlays provide updated information on ow! site occurrence 
end Gevindion and a display of suitable habitat dieibution on BLM lands. 

The wfermation on the specific ow! sites located within the vicinity of the 
Aatipereen Crock timiber sale is highlighted in Appendix B, tables 1 end 


Append A Vicinity Maps. 
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WV. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 
A. Olect and indirect Effects 


The proposed action will have an impact on the federally listed northern 


|. Suitable Habitat 


The proposed Ambereon Creek timber sale wil remove 150 acres of 
eultable habitat trom Bureau lands in the Coast Range province. This sale 
cours in the Coast Range Area of Concem. The clearcut method of 
timber harvest will be used. This reduction of habitat equates to 0.00% 
of the suitable habitat in the province overall and 0.24% of the suitable 
habitat in that portion of the Coast Range province that fes in the Drain 
Resource Area. Refer to Appendix B, table 2 for effects of the sale on 
suitaile habitat. 


No green timber sales are located in HCAs. Appendix B, Table 4 
summarizes the acreage of suitable habitat that ie found on BLM lands 


wittin specific HCA(s) in the Coast Range province in which this timber 
sale is located. 





2. impacts on Known Ow! Sites 
" This proposed sale action will impact one known ow! site based on 
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the 1.5 mile radius for tis province. For that portion of the Coast Range 
province in the Drain Resource area 8 equates to 0% of the pair sites 
and 6.7% of te tertlorial singles. This sale will result in the incidental 
take of ne pairs, and ene single northern spotted owl according to the 
incidental take g<uidelines used by the Service. information on the 


indbddual ches and thelr statue under the standards pre and post harvest 


are shown in table 2. information on the occupancy and reproduction 
records (1986-1990) on the impacted sites is deplayed in Appendix C. 
Out surveys for this sale meet the sale survey protocol described on page 
11 of @us document. 


8 ts estimated that G5 of the sultable epotied ow! habitat in the 
Resowee Aves has bedh surveyed to date. 


wnpacts on Dtepersal HabRat 

Wah respect to fie S0-8-40 née propoved by the ISC to provide Giepersal 
habitat, the propssed sale wil have the folowing effects. The sale occurs 
wittin two quarter townships. The acreage to be removed will not 
Gecrease the quarter township 20-07-SE below the 50%. However, the 
acreage to be removed will drop the 21-07-NE quarter township from 
20% 20%. Another sale, Pita Ridge, is located in the same quarter 
township and wil also decrease the Gepersal habitat. Together, the two 
sales wil drop the township from 20% to 23%. Reler to appendix D for 
specific acreages for the quarter townships impacted. 


SB. Wterrelated and imerdependemt Actions 























Reed construction activity wil remove no acres of suitable spotied ow! habitat. 


‘Less of habRat trom harvest of rignts-ol-way is included as part of the 


proposed action (See Appendix B Table 2}. 


As 6 recut of the proposed action, the post harvest activities of slash disposal 
and vee planting could occur on approximately 160 acres. These actions 
wil have nagiighie effects on spotted ow! habitat. W & le determined the: the 
stash Geposal activity may present an adverse ehuation to a nesting pair(s) of 
outs or the young produced, tming restictions wil be ins@haed to reduce or 
Giminate the adverse efect. Abough siach buming actviles will reduce the 
amnount of down woody material on the sale unit Rls not expected to 
Gppreciahty aflect the potential of the site to provide future habitat for ey 
epecies of the out. The slash burning targets the Gner, lighter fusis and doses 
not normaly reduce the rumiber of larger down woody pisces. These larger 
pleoss would be carted over into the new forest stand to mest habitat 
requirements for selected prey species. 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial thinning and 
fertiization of the regrowing stand may occur. This action would not have any 
adverse tnpact as i would involve the veatnent of -on-habitat. This action 
may have come long term beneficial efiect upon owl habitat. The 
pre-commercial Hinning activity and fertilization wil be treated es a seperate 
ection and have been consulted upon informally. 


C. Cumulative impacts 


sve 











Out of a total of __ acres of private and/or state lands, there are 

acres of suitable hablat on private or state land within the 
eeuten of land where the proposed ecton is located and those private 
Sections adjoining the secton where the action le proposed. This 
represents _ % of the total sultable habitat available prior to the 
proposed action. A check of OOF permlt applications, es of January 15. 
1901, indicated __ acres would be harvested in the foreseeable 
future or no plane to harvest existed at the ime of fe check 





(outs preserq 
A total of enn owl oitse witin a 1.5 mie radius of the Abersan 


Crash Umber sate. There are curventy 68 acres of sutable habitat 

on piiente of state land witin the 1.5 mile radius of the Ambersen 
Cresh owl site. This represents 9.2 percent of the total eutabie 

habitat within te 1.5 mie radius of the Aenbersen Crash ow! oe. A 
check of the ODF permit applications, as of January 15, 1991, indicated 
42 of hese acres would be harvested in the foreseeable ture. 
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During the period covered by this Biological Assessment, the Bureau 
considered and vilized many sPernatives to avoid; reduce potential impact 
of timber sales on spotted owls and thei habitat. Atematives considered and 
implemented inchsded locating tmber sales only in sreas where no owls were 
located, drapping sales or sale units, dropping sale units within the perticular 
radius of any inown oni sites for the specific province, partal culling units 
instead of clearculling and scheduling timber sales in unsuitable ow! habitat 
The Gureay has adopted the “Jamison Strategy” and has sieo reduces former 
cut levels in Westen Oregon trom 1.176 billion beard fest per year to 
epprosimataty 760 milion board test in FYS1. Some of the epecific 
medgicators hat he Bureau adopted during the preplanning development of 
the Amizereen Crock Ember sate to provide protection for spotted owls and 
culate habitat inctude the tollowing: Special Provision E-4. 


Conservation Measwes 

The Jamison Svategy and Management Guidsines that are being adopted by 
tw Gwees begining wih te FY 1901 Guber sale plan varies from the ISC 
epotied owl plarverategy in prov.nng suitable habitat for epotied owls. This 
is by virtue of the fact hat the Jamison Strategy incorporates aff protection of 
ouftatie habitat in the SC Commities’s HCAs 1 trough 4 and that which 
ocows on lands efocated for other resource values in the land use plans. 


AaGiboraiy te Jamison Svategy mairtaine anctier 50,000 acres of suitable 
habitat reserved trom harvest in the OOFW Agreement Areas that were not 
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past of the tend use plan afocations o: the (SC Srategy. The Jamison 


Svategy inplomerts neasty af the ICS recommendations except ha 
appiicatien of the 50-11-40 née. 


faplementation of te Jamison Swrategy in FY 1991 wil reduce Disvict harvest 
@ 168 milion board fect. This is a decrease tom the approved annual 
Giowthte od of 247 milion board tect and aise lower than te combined 
vehens fer the FYES and FYSO eat by the Sectian 318 harvest level of 382 
wilien beard 6.3 fer the two your posted. This recuiis in a harvest reduction of 
epprenimaialy 69 aiilien board tect arwwally for FYO' and FYG2 based on the 
aqprored erent ciuenbie os. | 


Conservaiion meanses tuplemented by GLI inctude he GLAWOregon 
Ospatnant of Fish and Wildile Spotted Ont Management Agreement signed 
in Oocember 1957. in the agreement, SLM agreed to dafer Suber harvest 
qreund 00 epetied ont cies resuiling in the protection of 238,000 acres of 
etabie habitat. Over 108,600 of these axres Guat are caventy being 
gootected ave tecated outside of HCA catagertes 1-2. There ave coven COFW 
agreement qreas located outside HCA 1-2 within the Orain Resource Area. 
Sey contain an additonal 19 owt shes which ave designated as 3 and 4 HCAs. 


Same of the terest land use allocations resuiing from the 1963 Tiber 


Managemert Plans were designed to provide hablat Gvereity for he epecies 
of wide wihaisling colder forests. Over 46,300 acres of 200 plus year-old 
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terests were (removed from the timber harvest bese or placed on long rotation) 
> provide for a variety of apecies, including te spolied owt, bald eagle, other 
forest raptors and riparian zone protection. Some of hese acres are now 
incosporated wih other land use resticions: e.g HCAs. 


‘The Section 318 legisiation reqared the Bureau to increase the msnber of 
‘high priasty” epolied owt being protected by 12 cies. These new sites were 
estgcted in coaperaton with the Service and Oregon Department of Fish and 
Widile. The new epotied owl sites ertunce Ge Gev@uton network of 
pestected cites and resuited in 22.800 acres of euftable spotted cut habiat 
being added to the 250,000 acres inchuded in te BLWWODFW Agreement to 
ings the continued existence of the out on Gureay lands in westem Oregon. 
The Gureay is commiliss «© protecting these out sites Gwough FY 1982. At 
ouch Gne as oe spetied owl recovery plan is compisted fhe Gureayu wi 
neosperats the eppicable recomumendaiione/ectones ito fuawe land 


maenagemert plan decisions. 

ln addon, msnerous sates have been modified (uvits dststed) or compistaty 
@opped as outs were Gacovered Gsing pre-eale nvertory. Ai sates wil heave 
been inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol. A brie! susnmary of the 
protecel used is as follows 


To condust e complete survey of a timber sate ares: 


Conduct 3 complete nighttime surveys of the area in each of 2 


a , 
yy 2.700 7 
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years. if there is only time for 1 year of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


4 - Occupancy surveys should be conducted between April 1 and July 
: 31, with at least 2 surveys betore June 1. 

“ - Wait a minimum ot 1 week between surveys of a site. 

. 

‘% - Survey ail suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the sale area, 

4 - unless it lies within 1 mile of a known ow! site. 


- if owls were encountered status (pair or single) will be determined 
by followup visits 


wR ed 


* eS 


- The reproductive status determination was given a high priority 
where pair status was determined. The reproductive status 
determination visits continued until August 31 in some districts. 


ae - * : 
'~ * 


(The protocol for surveying timber sales diecussed above was developed at 


li i : 


the BLM Biologist meeting in February 1990.) 
C. Contingency Plans 
Ali FY 1991 timber sales contracts will contain the following recently 











developed special provision: 
Special Provision E-4 


The Purchaser shail immediately discontinue specified construction or 
timber harvesting operations upon written notice from the Contracting 
Officer that: 


(1) threatened, or endangered plants or animals protected under the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, may be affected 
by the operation and a determination is made that consultation or 
reinitiation of consultation is required conceming the species prior 
to continuing operations or: 


(2) federal candidate (Categury 1 and 2), sensitive or State listed 
species protected under BLM Manual 6840 - Special Status 


Species Management - have been discovered and a 
determination is made that continu-d operations would affect the 


species or its habitat. 


Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt of written 
instructions and authorization by the Contracting Officer. 


in the event that operations are halted under the special provision E-4 the 
Bureau has several courses of action: 
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a. Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) 
within the vicinity of an ow! pair until it is documented that 





3 nesting or fledging is completed or that sting was not 
initiated or i initiated had taked. 

a b. Negotiate with the Purchaser and modiy the timber sale by 
dropping a unit that is causing the “may affect’. 

¥ in addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be written into 
; the contract to seasonally restrict operations in those areas that are 

g close (within a 0.5 mile) to ow! nests or activity centers to avoid 
harasement of owls or thelr progeny. For example no burning would be 
: allowed on any unit that ie within a 0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair 
: between the date nesting is confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year 
| uniees modified by the wildilfe biologist. 

; The Gureau will give strong consideration to adopting the Distubence 
B criteria process for determining if consultation is required that are 

: presently being dratied vy the PNW Spotted Owi RDA - technical task 
: Vi. _ BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 


it is the conclusion of this biological assessment that the FY91 proposed 
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Aaribereon Creek timber sale may adversely affect the northern spotted owl. This 
conclusion is based on the fact that this sales will remove 150 acres of suitable 
habitat (60+ year old forest). These acres proposed for harvest remove habitat in 
the Coast Range province, within the 1.5 mi radii of no known pairs of spotted 
ow's and one territorial single owl. 


Formal consultation is requested on this timber sale which contain unite that “may 
adveresty afiect” the northern spotted ow!. The Bureau will continue to initiate 
coneuitation on any timber sale where a listed species is involved and where the 
Bureau has diecretionary authority. 


Attachmenta/Documents 
7 Deai-coverirenemite memorardonr 
2 Ww ‘ve Management map - showing timber sale boundaries/unite 


- affected ow! sites 





Other relevant documents - studies, research, etc. (e.9., density study area 
progress report) 
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TIMBER SALE LOCATION 
SALE NAME a a CREEK 
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Table 4. 


Forest / 


District 


Sales 


Totals 


Habitat Conservation Area Suamary (BLM lands only) (cont inucd) 








Percent 

Curreat of Area 

No. of Surveyed 
Phys. pairs ia each 
Prov. in WCA _ WA 
CAS 6 402 
CAS 10 70% 
CAS 0 50% 
CR 1 802 
CR 2 30% 
CR 1 702% 
CR 1 $0 
CR 1 70% 
CR l 602% 
CR 0 0 
CR 0 0 

“23 
CAS 1 100Z 
CAS 4 952 
CAS 14 872% 
CR 6 972 
CR l 100% 
CR 2 70% 
CAS 0 

“26 

204 
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LOCATION 
NAME 


LOWER LOST CREEK 


LOWER MINER CREEK 


MARVIN GARDENS 
MAUPIN ROAD 
MCCLINTOCK CREEK 
MEHL CREEK 
MELROSE 

MIDDLE RIDGE 
MILL TRIB 
MINER CREEK 
MYRTLE VIEW 
NORTH MARTIN 

















SADDLE BUTTE CREEK 


SF SMITH RIVER 
SLEEZER CREEK 
SMITH FOLLEY 
SMITH RIVER 
SNAIL CANYON | 
SOUTH MCGEE 
SQUAW CREEK 
SQUAW TRIB 


THISTLEBURN CREEK 


UMPQUA OVERLOOK 


UPPER BRADS CREEK 
UPPER COUGAR CREEK 
UPPER JOHNSON CREEK 
UPPER LITTLE WOLF 
UPPER MARTIN CREEK 


UPPER TOM FOLLEY 


UPPER YELLOW CREEK 


WEST INDIAN 
WESTERN COUGAR 


WHISKEY CAMP CREEK 


WINDY GAP 
WOLF CREEK 
YELLOW BUTTE 
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BLM--ROSEBURG DISTRICT 
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APPENDIX C. SUMMARY OF SPOTTED OWL 
OCCUPANCY AND REPRODUCTION, 1985-1990 
BLM--ROSEBURG DISTRICT 
O02 JANUARY 1991 
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The printouts contain the following 
information categor!zed by resource area, for each Oistric:: 


Location name 
Pair status 
Number of juveniles lccated 


Pair euawee and the number of juveniles located are indicated for each year 1985 
to 1900, inclusive. 


This report was generated from the Site and Owlsum files of our Spotted Ow! 
Database. Locations have been sumerized for which both Site and Owlsumm entries 
ere available. Codes are used to identify Resource Area end pair status. To 
facilitate interpretation I am including a list of the resource areas and their 
coding number. Pair status is coded “-", “P”, “A”, “8°, “O°: 


A 
A pair plus and edditional bird were located 
A single bird (either sex) was located 

No birds were found 


The number of juveniles is self explanatory. a hypnen indicates chat no surveys 
were conducted that year. 


There is 1 point that needs to be reiterated with this report--Only ow’s 
found at locations that meet or nave set our site criteria and subsequently have 
entries in the Site and Owlsume files are reported. 











FY 1991 TIMBER SALE PLAN 


"11-40" HABITAT 


November 14th, 1990 



































ROSEBURG DISTRICT 
1991 861991 TOMNSHIP 1990 1991 
RESOURCE TOMNSH I P SALB SALE QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
AREA SALE HAME QUARTER acegs 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
Orein Aabereon Creek 208-07W-SE ee i9 2307 i318 $7 1299 $6 
Drain Morcth Send Cresk 215-05N-NE 115 115 1320 806 67? 771 se 
Dreina Aabereoa Creek 218-07-uB 62 62 4474 1171 26 1024 23 
Deain Pita Ridge 218-07¥-us 6s 6s 
Total 147 147 
Drein Devore Nta. 228-0Su-su 64 64 309 179 ss 115 37 
Drain Independence 228-07¥-88 76 76 2040 1045 $1 969 48 
Orain Devore ta. 238~-OSW- es ee 417 231 $s 143 44 
Orain Renhaven 238-O060- sw 83 83 3990 2753 69 2670 67 
Drain four Getes 238-07¥-su 134 134 7286 349 46 215 29 
a. Umpque Passe Creek Slvg * 245-010-HE 19 oO u/A - CA 
8. Uepqua Just as Long 248-04U-8E 74 74 745 3058 41 231 31 
S. Uepqua Cockerss Ii 248-04W- sw 34 sé 166 a4 4s 30 16 
Orein Barney's Peat 248-070-HE 67 67 1225 961 so i. 914 75 
Drain Pour Gates 265-070-my 33 3: 1153 338 29 305 26 
Drein Agony Ridge Slivg 248-06N-SE 4 oO 62 0 0 0 0 
Drein Caseknife Salvage 248-060-SE 7 0 
Totel il 0 
a. Gapque Pondview 2583-02-88 183 is3 3216 1$61 49 12867 40 
8. Gepqua Another Fairview 258-020-SE 69 69 
a. Gapqua Hillere View 2$8-02W-88 $2 $2 
Totel 274 274 
8. Umpque 8. Of Sutherlin 258-040—1w $2 $2 833 769 9s 737 86 
wa: Uepqua Jeffere Revenge 258-040-S8 138 138 1905 $64 31 a4 23 
? 
‘ r ; | 
° Pass Creek Salvage - Within HCA 0-12 - Mot reducing 11-40 habitat. 



































= --- 1991 = « 1991 

RESOURCE TOWNSHIP SALS SALE 
AREA SALE RAMS QUARTER acegs 11-46 
Deaia Chandler Salvage 256-000-na : 13 0 
Sreia Chandler Filet Thin 256-00u-nE 123 t°) 
Tetel 136 t°] 

Gapqea Powerline 266-O020- su 63 63 
Gapqua swiftweter 268-0 w-we 32 32 
a. Gapqua Chicken Little 278-O2W- $4 $4 
8. Gapqea Green Subserine 278-O2u-1 100 100 
Totel 184 184 

Uapqua Right Tura Lene 278-046-088 60 4s 
imepqua Desdesn Nta. 268-02W- su $4 $4 
Uapque Fast Buck 268-0 3w-SE 182 1$2 

S. Uepqua South Fork 268-040-NE $7 $7 
S. Umpqua South Pork Row 268-046u-B i i 
S. Uapqua Centenial 268-046u-us 73 73 
Total 131 131 

S. Uapquea South Pork 268-04w- my 12 oO 
S. Uapqua Peters Palece Neg 2865-046N-SE 2 2 
S. Unpqua Desdmen Nta. 296-O02W-1w 101 101 
S. Uapqua Deed Hiddlesmen 296-020-SE 197 191 
Ss. Um .~e Lettie Creek 298-0 Ju- 138 138 
S. Uepqua Lettie Creek ROW 295-030-HW 2 2 
Totel 140 140 

Ss. Uapqua Hyrtie Wood 298-0 3w- sw 40 40 
S. Umpqua Lettia Creek 298-0 }w- su 21 21 
Totel 61 6} 

S. Umpqua Hyrtie Wood 298-00-S5 a4 a4 














Tomsair 1990 1991 
QuarTse 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACeES PERCENT 
a/A - BCA 
Bo reduction ia 11-40 
3734 1627 a4 1864 ' 42 
1797 939 $2 907 $o 
3061 1935 $o 1761 46 
401 4s il 0 oO 
1376 1191 87 1137 83 
4496 3344 74 3192 71 
3164 1223 39 1092 36 
1315 $97 4s $97 45 
1540 $26 34 $24 34 
4615 3119 ee 30168 65 
2215 1191 $4 1000 45 
1760 1039 $9 609 $1 
2331 932 40 871 37 
927 $36 $6 492 $3 


























ween nnn no -- +--+ -- -- + - +--+ -- = 1991 1991 TOWNSHIP 1990 
RESOURCE TOWNSHIP SALE SALE QUARTER 11-40 1990 
ARKA SALE WA! QUARTER ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT 
S. Umpqua Short Course 298-04W-sw 50 50 1002 746 74 
Dillerd Bolt Cutter 298-06W-NE 58 41 87 41 46 
Dillard Bolt Cutter 298-06W-SE 37 37 649 157 24 
Dillerd Bite & Pieces 298-06W-SE §4 54 
Total 91 91 
Dillard Bite 6& Pieces 298-06N-SW 1886 188 1688 §42 32 
Dillard Bolt Cutter 298-06W- SW 47 47 
Total 2058 205 
Dillerd Prego 298-O06W-NE . $s $$ 1397 649 61 
Dillercd Prego 298-O008W-10W 114 114 1122 4863 43 
Dillarcd Battle Axe 298-06W-sSwW 40 40 2106 1241 59 
Dillerd Prego 298-09N-NE 20 20 2687 1046 39 
Dillard Camas Mountain Weet 298-09N-NE 86 66 
Total 106 106 
Dillard Camas Mountain Weet 298-09N-SE 95 95 1410 366 26 
S.Uapque Douglas Co. Neg 308-02W-swW i i 1826 847 $6 
8 .Urpqua Salt Cr Neg 308-02W-SW 2 2 
Total 3 3 
Dillerd Bite & Pieces 308-06WN-"E 165 165 1377 196 14 
Dillerd Site & Pieces 308-060-1 66 6s 1361 294 22 
Dillerd Buck Nta Slvg 308-070- Ss 5 B/A - BCA 
Dillard Salty Dog 308-070-8E 94 94 965 178 is 
Dillerd Battle Aze 308-090-NE 161 161 2228 1035 46 
Buck Mtn Slvg Parcel expected to be burned when the 








adjoining private unit is broadcast burned. 








1991 
11-40 1991 
ACRES PERCENT 
696 69 
0 0 
66 10 
337 20 
794 $7 
369 33 
1231 $7 
940 35 
271 19 
Bea 55 
31 2 
2286 1? 
o4 9 
674 39 





ROSEBURG DISTRICT 








ooo i991 1991 

RESOURCE TOWNSHIP SALB SALE 
AREA SALE NAME QUARTER ACRES 11-40 
Dillerd Battle Axe 308-09W-8E 31 31 
8S. Umpqua Horse Heaven 318-06W-NB 36 38 
Dillerd Pea Gravel Clay 318-060-8E 6 68 
8. Umpqua Horse Heaven 318-060-8E 1863 1863 
Total 281 2$1 

Dillard Pea Gravel Clay 318-060-su 103 94 
Dillard Guistina 318-06W-sw 3 3 














TOWNSHIP #1990 1991 
QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
2607 966 37 935 36 
3005 2004 67 1966 65 
1730 964 56 713 41 
2615 1230 44 1136 40 
3264 1396 43 1395 43 








APPENDIX B. Defianions of Columa Headings used in Tabies. 
Bi. Table | Columa Heading Des‘aitions. 


OWL INPORMATION: 


* OWL SITE NAME - known ow iocanons. including locations of sites with evidence of sustained use by owls. and sites wih 
oaly sedeatal locsuoas. : 


IDNO - uaique identification number for each owl site. Consists of 5 four dight Master Site Number snd may have an attached 
Alsernate Location code which Gesignetes a site center that has moved from « previous location. [DNO's greater than 4000 
heave an ettached T to wndicate 8 temporary ste center for medeatal owl locsnoss. 





STATUS - Pe pair hes been verified Goring at least ons year since 1985. 2© territorial male end femaic, pair status 1s 
unknown. Se single territorial owl cbesrved Guring ot least one year since 1985, with ao pair verified Gunng that ume. N= 
historic owl site, but a0 terrzorial owls verified since 1985. 


YR- year in which « pair has last been verified a: a site. De pair never verified at site. 


HCA - HCA catagory 1 thre 4 (as listed in the ISC report}, for sale waits that overlap HCA boundaries. O© sale unit does 
act be witua HCA 


HCAID - identification number of each HCA. 


RESL? - Yo the ares within 0.7 miles of site conter lies wholly on reserved lands. Pe part of ares within 0.7 miles lies on 
reserved lands. Ne ares enthin 0.7 miles les completely ovtnds of any reserved lands. Reserved lands are areas wuhdreen ai 
the Director level or higher. 


PREHARVEST OWL ACRES WITHIN PROVINCIAL RADIUS 


Ow ecres refers to sustable spotted ow! habitat (generally 80+ years of age). Phymographic province and associsied mean 
home range redii are as listed: 

Oregon Casendes © 1.2 miles 

Oregon Coast Range = 15 miles 

Kiemeth Movatsias © 1.3 miles 
Acreages lsted reflect sunabie habuat emsting on BLM. State. sad Privete lends. 


0.7 ~- ow ecves within 0.7 miles of site center. 
.7-RAD - owt ecves tying berween 0.7 and the provincial radius. 
TOTAL - total ont ecves within proviaciel redius. 
TIMBERSALE INFORMATION: 
SALE NAME end UNIT - specific sale name and unit that lies within the promncial redius of 8 known ow! sue. 
SR? - Yes or No - will there be 8 seasonal restnction on harvest 7 
OWL ACRES OF SALE UNIT EFFECTING OWL SITE 
0.7 + owl scres of sale unit lying within 0.7 miles of ow site. 


TRAD - om acres in sale van lying Derween 0.7 miles and promncial radius of owl site. 
TOTAL - total ow acres of sale unit tying withia provincial redius of ow! site. 


SALE UNIT EPPECTS ON OWL SITES: 
POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


0.7 + owl scres remaming eithin 0.7 miles of ow! site after this sale unit. by aseif. is harvested. 

TRAD - owl scres remaining Derween 0.7 miles and the pronncial redius of the Owl site after this sale unt > 
sell, s harvesied. 

TOTAL - totsi owl acres remasung within the provincial radius of the ow! site after this unit. by isel!. 
harvened . 


LL W 


CUMMULATIVE POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 
07 - om scres remaining within 0.7 miles of owl site after this sale unit, and all por units effecting ths site are 


harvested. 

‘TRAD - Ow acres remaining between 0.7 miles and the provincial redius of the ow! sue after thus sale unit. and ail 
prior unss effecting this se are harvemed. 

TOTAL - total owt scres remaining within the provincial redius of the owl site after this unit. and all pnor unis 
effecung thes ate are harvested. 


7% ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yes or No - doer ot least 70 ecres of euiesble habient exist around oni site conter bi\fore harves: of sale unit. 


* POST: >Ved or No - will ot loam 70 acres of suitable hebicet remain around ow site center after harvest of this sale 
vat. 


B2 Tobie 2 Columa Heading Definitions. 


SALE NAME sad UNIT - legai name of specific timbersaie sad units within sale. 


AREA OF CONCERN - CG Cotumbie Gorge, CRe Const Range, SP Sensiom Pam, SWe South Witemene/Norn 
Umpqua. RUs Roguc/Umpaqus. |-Se |-5/Ashisad. 


MAY EPPECT - Me mey effect situation arising from harvest of suiable habitat. Y° may effect situsuion ansing from 2 
reases other then harvest of sucebie habitat, Ne© ao effect. 


HCA - HCA catagory | thew 4 (as lieed in the [SC report), for ente units that overiap HCA boundanes. (© sale unit does nor 
ee encea HCA. 


HCAID - idennufication umber of each HCA. N/A© vai does aot lie within HCA. 


SALE UNIT ACRES TO BE REMOVED 
TOTAL - total acreage withia each sale unit. 
SUTT. - cunable owt habicat (generally 80+ years of age) within the sale unit. 


HARVEST METHODS TO BE UTILIZED 


HARVEST METHOD « CLEAR CUT. SELECT CLT. THINNING. SALVAGE (inctuding down trees. hazard (rees. and 
green trees amseneted wuh salvage waits), ROAD 9.0.W. (uass to be clear cu: for road nghi-cl-esys). 


TOTAL - total ecreage withia cach sale unit to be removed by harvest method. 


SUTT. - euieaBie owt habia: (generally 80+ years of age) within the aale unit. An asterick (°) indicates select cut units that 
heve sumsble owl hebust etchen them and which will remem suitable after harvest Gus to canopy cover not being reduced 


betow <0 percent. 








BS. Tedie 3 Columa Heading Definitions. 
DISTRICT - BLM Dicesic: came 
* RESOURCE AREA - identifies 2 unique Resource Ares within each District 
PROVINCE - the pornon of the Physsographic Province lying withie « Resource Ares. (map of province Doundanes availabe 
wpoa request). 
ACRES IN FORESTED LAND <- ( figuses presented here refiect 1990 santysis). 
DISPERSAL - fovest ecres within each Proviace pornon of « Resource Ares that are 40 0 80 years old sad offer dupersi 
hebust for spotted outs, as defined in [SC report. 
SUITABLE - foram acres within each Province pornon of s Resource Ares thet ave 6D to 200 years old. (Note: Tadic | and 
Table 2 define “sunable hebuat’ and “owl ecres” as grester than 80 years cid. SUTTABLE is presented here as 80-200 years 
oid to allow pressatanuce of deta cn OLD GROWTH acres). 
OLD GROWTH - forest acres withia each Province portion of s Resource Ages thet are st least 200 years old. (Note: ths 
hebest has besa lumped into “SUTTABLE” in Tadic | and 2). 
TOTAL - total land ares ethin cach Promace portion of s Resource Aves that = forested. 
TOTAL SALE ACRES TO SE REMOVED 


ALL SALES - teen! cevsage of ali cates within cach Province portion of « Ressures Ases. 


MAY EPPECT - ecreage of aff sale unics thet will remove sunsbie owl habitat (60+ years of age) or that may effect ows 
cther then by removel of sustebie habust (6. pomsbic duturvence to known ow! ste. remove! of non hediisi where uni! has 


act been verified to be encerupred serording 10 protocol) 
TOTAL SUITABLE OWL ACRES TO BE REMOVED 


ALL SALES - coenl ecvenge o! off antes within each Prowace portion of s Resource Ares thet will remove sunabdle ow hebust 
(vetoes will abweys be the came as the MAY EPPECT veives listed wn this cosegory, since any enle that removes sunadic 
hebust will be considered as 6 may effect). 


MAY EPPECT - acreage of oli sale units that will remove sustabie ow! habia: (80+ years of age) 


SUITABLE HABITAT REMOVED THAT WILL RESULT IN TAKE 


MAY EPPECT - ecreage of ali sale vans that will remove suunabie owl hebust (80+ years of age). and will result in \ake 
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October 1990 





Elucidets the population ecology of the spousd ow! in the Oregon Coast Range, to 
include population age structure, and age specific birt, death, and reproductive 





rates. 
. Compare survival and reproductive rates of color-bended and radio-marind owis. 





banded on the Roseburg District of the Bureau of Land 

















Adults Subadults Fledglings 

Year (M,F) (M,F) 

1983 3 9 
(2,1) 

1984 4 4 
(2,2) 

1985 49 10 
(27,22) 

1986 $5 l 4 
(33,22) (1,0) 

1987 58 20 23 
(29,29) (10,10) 

1988 a9 20 28 
(27,22) (10,10) 

1989 ' 74 13 61 
(47,27) (7,6) 

1990 73 25 81 
(41,34) 9,16) 

Totals 367 ” 262 

(208, 159) (37,42) 
Density Within The Density Study Area 





estimate for the Density Study Ares was 0.154 owis/iam’ in 1990. The 


population 
estimate for 1987 (0.090 owis/km*) was considerably lower than in 1968 or 1989 (table 2) 
while the estimate for 1990 was considerably higher. We believe the 1967 estimate was due 
of the study area and the 1990 estimase was dus w 2 doubling of 


complets coverage 
the effort from 1969-1990 (567 hrs vs. 1525 hrs). 





The 








ee 








Table 3. Number of pairs and single spotted owls located on the 687 km’ Density Study 
Area (DSA) in the Oregon Coast Range on the Roseburg District of the Bureau of Land 
Management, Oregon: 1987-1990. Also included is a count for the 1,011 lan’ Expanded 
Density Study Area(EDSA) in 1989-1990. 











Number of Number of Torai 

Year pairs angles adult/subad 

9S7 DSA - *“ 2 6 «mi 62 ae 
1988 DSA 37 10 & 

1989 DSA 4 14 82 

1990 DSA 46 14 106 

1989 EDSA 47 19 113 

1990 EDSA 58 26 142 





* Includes a conservative estimate of “floaters” and solitary individuals as well as a few 
ERREES 5 CHEER ¢ GF cians Lneiideals were enue tas eaeh eMiee, but did not associate on 


a regular basis. 
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Table 4. Empirical estimates of annual survival for non-radio-marked and radio-marked 
adult spotted owls on the Roseburg District of the Bureau of Land Management, Oregon: 


























1985-1990. 
Not Radio- Marked Radio- Marked 
Proportion Proportion 
Year Sex N Surviving 95% CI N Surviving 95% CI 
1985-86 M 31 0.% (0.42-0.95) 
F 2 0.82 (0.54-0.95) 
Both $3 0.83 (0.67-0.92) 
1986-87 M $3 0.91 (0.7740.97) 4 0.75 (0.09-1.00) 
F 38 0.87 (0.68-0.96) 4 0.50 (0.01-0.94) 
Both 91 0.89 (0.79-6.95) 8 0.63 (0.17-0.92) 
1987-88 M 49 0.92 (0.774.968) 26 0.85 (0.6-0.96) 
F «0 0.83 (0.64-0.93) 72 0.91 (0.65-0.99) 
Both 9 0.88 (0.77-40.94) 48 0.88 (0.72-0.96) 
1988-89 8M @ 0.75 (0.61-0.86) 20 0.0 (.31-0.82) 
F $1 0.94 ©.81-0.9) 20 0.85 (.560.97) 
Both 12C 0.83 (©.74-0.90) na] 0.73 (©.53-0.86) 
1989-90 M 120 0.79 ©.@-4.87) 3 0.46 (0.02-1.) 
F 7 09 @.0-40.8) 6 0.83 (0.241.000) 
Both 211 0.90 (0.72-0.85) 9 0.78 (0.31-0.98) 





* For the 1909-90 survival estimates, an owl may only be missing for one year instead of the 
required two years and be considered dead. This may result in the calculation of a lower 
survival ra 0s or the most recent year. 95% confidence intervals around proportions are in 


parentheses. 
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* For the 1969-90 survival estimates, an owl may only be missing for one year instead of the 
required two years and be considered dead. This may result in the calculation of a lower 
survival rate for the most recemt year. 95% confidence inservais around proportions are in 


parentheses. 
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Proportion of Pairs Nesting 


The of non-radio-marked adult pairs that nested each year varied from 0.32 to 
0.84 (table $). The proportion of radio-marked adult pairs that nested each year varied from 
0.20 tw 0.38 and was consistently and significantly lower than for non-marked pairs 
(chi-square = 14.77, P < 0.005, 3 df, compare tables 8 and 9). This suggested that radios 











may have had a negative influence on reproduction. 
Proportion uf Pairs fiedging young 
The 





proportion of non-radio-marked adult pairs fledging young averaged 0.45 and ranged 
from 0.24 tw 0.64 (table 10). The proportion of radio-marked adult pairs that produced 
young ranged from 0.00 t 0.38 and was significantly less than for non-1adio-marked owis 
(chi-square @ 21.74, P < 0.005, 3 df, table 11). 


The lower number of radio-marked adult pairs that nested or fledged young may be explained 
‘in two ways. One explanation is that the radio-transmitters have a negative influence on 
nesting afempts. Another explanation is that the nesting status of all radio-marked owis is 
known, whereas non-radio-marked owls with an unknown nesting status were not included in 
any reproductive calculation. If most of the unknown status owls were actually not nesung, 
it would result in an overestimate of the proportions of non-radio-marked owis that nested. 
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Table 9. Proportion of radio-marked pairs of adult spousd owis that nested on the Density 




















Yer (DSA, GSA) DSA Cid Combined 
1987 20 0.20 
(11,9 (0.04-0.46) 
1988 17 0.35 
(39 (0.11-0.64) 
1989 16 0.38 
(ai (0. 12-0.66) 
1990 3 0.33 
Q,1) (0.00-0.92) 
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Table 11. Proportion of radio-marked pairs of adult spotted owls that 


fledged young on the 
(DSA) and the General Study Area (GSA) on the Roseburg District of 














Oregon: 1987-1990. 
No. pairs 
checked Proportion of pairs nesting’ 
Year (DSA, GSA) DSA GSA Combined 
1987 20 0.27 0.00 0.15 
(11,9) (0.03-0.63) (0.00-0.37) (0.02-0.40) 
1988 17 0.00 0.00 0.00 
(8,9) (0.00-0.40) (0.00-0.37) (0.00-0.22) 
1989 16 0.18 0.80 0.38 — 
(11,5) (0.01-0.54) (0. 17-1.00) (0. 12-0.66) 
1990 3 0.00 0.00 0.00 
2,1) | (0.00-0.87) (0.00-0.99) (0.00-0.74) 





* Estimases were calculated only for pairs that were checked for reproductive activity before 
15 July. 95% confidence ineervels around proportions are in parentheses. 
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Year (DSA, GSA) DSA GSA Combined 
198S 2s 0.00 0.730.36 
(13,12) (0.000) (0.966) (0.700) 
1986 39 1.05 1.10 1.08 
(19,20) 0.911) (0.912) (0.900) 
1987 % 0.63 0.57 0.58 
(8,28) 0.916) (0.836) (0.841) 
1988 “4 0.31 0.79 0.61 
(16,28), (0.602) 0.787) (0.754) 
1989 62 0.71 0.63 0.66 
| @i,41) (0.784) (0.859) (0.829) 
1990 90 0.0 0.90 0.80 
(42,48) (0.643) (0.805) 0.737) 





“Estimates were calculated only for pairs that were checked for reproductive activity before 


15 July. Standard deviations are in parentheses. 
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1.50 
(0.548) 


1.68 
(0.476) 


1.62 
(0.506) 























a. FY 1990. PNW coordinated with Roseburg BLM biologists on owl 
surveys outside the DSA ard on timber sale reviews. 


b. FY 1990. Information on attaching til mount transmitters was provided to George 
Seager and Cindy Zable (PSW) and Eric Hanson, biologist for the Yakima Indian 
Nation, requested information. 


c. 22 November 1989. R. Straub eave a slide presentation on the spotted owl and its 
habitat to a class of 15 youngsters at a daycare cent: in Roseburg, Oregon. 


é. 02 December 1969. Participated in a tour of approximately 20 members of the 
Scientific Commitss and Listing Commities. J. Reid gave an overview 
of the size and habitat use of the owl pairs based on radio wlemetry and visited the 
nest wees at two sites. R. Bown and F. Oliver gave an overview of the distribution 
of owl sites on the Roseburg District of the BLM. : 


Winter 1969-90. J. Reid and R. Horn summarized and analyzed owl dats from 
Roseburg, Bugene and Medford BLM for the Interagency Scientific Committee. 


Spring and Summer 1990. We shased information throughout the season with 
biologists from Bugene BLM and Coos Bay BLM. 


g. Spring and Summer 1990. Coordinated with Oregon Department of Forestry, Oregon 




















i. 30 Apell 1990. B. Foresman, J. Lint, J. Reid, R. Horn met with other researchers to 
finaligs the 1990 Standards and Guidelines for Density end Demography Areas. 
seseaschers were from PSW and Oregon Stats University. 


Assisted Kit Hershey from Oregon Seats University with maps and 
spotted owl nest wees for her gradusss studies. Led crews to nest wees. 
J 


ve a slide presentation on owl inventory and monitoring efforts 
ary School. 
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Nesting Success 


Nesting success wes defined as the proportion of nesting pairs that fledged young. Nesting 
success of color-banded adult owis during the 6 year seriod from 1985 w 1990 averaged 
0.74 with a range of 0.69-0.78 (table 12). The lowest success rate was noted in 1988. 
Nesting success for radio-marked advit owis wes higher than for color-banded owis in one 
year, lower in one year and similar in ons year (table 13). Prom this comparison we could 
net discern a cisar relationship berween nest success and radio-transmitters. 








Number of Young Produced 


The mean number of youns produced per pair of non-radio-marked owis ranged from a low 
of 0.36 to 2 high of 1.08 (ttle 14). Radio-marked pairs produced significantly fewer young 
than did non-marked puis: ‘chi-square = 25.18, P < 0.005, 3 df, table 15). 


Mean Productivity 


a. Mean productivity was defined 2s the number of young produced per female that 
sucocssfully produced at least one young. For non-radio-marked adult pairs this 
ge tieyigtatmmmd adnmre taeamaas 


b. Mean productivity for adult pairs in which ons or both pair members were 
radio-marked was lower then for color-marked owls ia 1967 and similar 
color-masked owis in 1969. In 1968.and 1990 we could act calculates a productivity 
a ar aaa amas ata pacman 
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Proportion of pairs fledging young’ 
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confidence intervals around proportions are in parentheses. 


were calculated caly for pairs that were checked for reproductive activity before 
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for sees where the existence of 3 





pair wes documented and 
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Table 7. Empirical estimases of annual survival of non-radio-marked subadult spomed owls 
on the Density Study Area (DSA) and General Study Area (GSA), Roseburg District of the 
Bureau of Land Management, Oregon: 1985-1990. 

















DSA GSA 

Proportion 
Your Sex N Surviving 95% CI 
1967-38 M (0.24-1.00) 
P (0.07-0.95) 
Both (0.32-0.95) 
isso lM 0.22-0.93) 
F (0.24-1.00) 
Both (0.39-0.93) 
1999-50" _ MM (0. 14-0.96) 
F (0.23-1.00) 
Boch (0.36-0.98) 











* For the 1969-90 survival cctiematss, an owl may only be missing for one your insead of the 
ae petals This may coset in hs calculation of 2 lower 
survivel cate for the most recent year. 95% confidence intervals asound proportions are in 
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Table $. Empisical estimates of annual survival for subadult spousd owis on the Roseburg 
Disuict of he Busees of Land Management, Oregon: 1965-1990. 
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© Por Ge 1969-00 sucvivel coimaess, as: owl many cally be minting for cus your inceeed of the 
sequiced two and be considered dead. This aay socal is Go coicuiation of a lower 
survival muse for the mont socemt year. 95% confidence intervels eeeund peopertions ase in 





























Annual survival rates were calculated for radio-marked owis and owis that 
were only marked with cole bands. Survival rates for color-tended adults ranged 
from a low of 0.80 in 1990 w a high of 0.88 in 1968 (cable 4). Male survival rans 
were slightly higher han female survival rates in 3 out of S yours but the differences 
were act significa (chi-square — 2.08, P > 0.05, 4 df) (ube 4). 


Servivel cates of radio-marked and color-vanded owis were act significantly different 
so females, chi-square = 1.46, P > 0.05, 


Servivel rates for subadalts were based on relatively small samples (table 5). There 
wes ao clear Gfference between subadult and adult survival cases, with subadaits 
heaving a lower survival cate in one your and approximensly equal survival rouse in 
another year (Compare wbles 4 and 5). 


Survival rauss in the DSA and GSA were compared w ose if Ge results could be 
pocied. Although the Gilerences were act significom for adele (chi-equase = 3.51, 
P> 0.25, 4 a), survival cams wore higher within Gs DSA in every your excet 
1967-1968 Gable @. Survival cams for subadels wore also consineatly highe: within 
tis DSA Gen Gey wore is he GSA (bie 7). Survival cota for he DSA may be 
mere accurms Ges te Ge moss intensive curvey efien. 
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in 1969, whan we expanded the Density Ases tw 1,011 im’, the owl density esticcase 
within the expanded aren was 0.112 . In 1990, he density cota increased © 
0.140 owis/km’. The sumber of pairs also increased in 1990 (table 3). We believe this 
increase wes Gus © Ge doubling of effort from 1909-1990. Like te Gurict-wide ampie. 
the sumber of binds detscesd each year within che Density Seedy Arsen indicassd a sex ratio 
slightly skewed towards maiss (table 72). 












Table 2. Member of owls desscted within the 687 im’ Density Stndy Arsen (DSA) on the 
Ressburg Diswict of the Duress of Land Management, Oregon: 1967-1990. Summaries for 
1969-1990 inciads both the 687 ian’ Density Seady Arun (DSA) and the 1,011 km’ Expanded 











Number of 
Ad/Subed 
Pladgiings per kn” 





















0.122 

















5 





-pack 


for a companion study of home range and habit use. Ia 








of owis were fied with tail-mount style radio-transmitters. 
weight and method of attachment, tail-mounted owis were 





1906-1990, a subsample of the banded owls was fitted with beck 
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a Continue demagraphic stedy. Begin field work in Marsch 1991. 
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June 1990. R. Bown gave 2 presentation w personnel at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Bisd Banding Lab on the BLM/USFS Cooperative owl banding efforts in 
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The Prego timber sate is one of 214 separate proposed timber harvest actions 
designed under the direction provided in the Bureau's Jamison Spotted Ow! 
Conservation Strategy and the Management Guidelines for the Conservation of the 
Northem Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. These documents and maps wit? 
overlays were presented to the U.S. Fish and Wikdilfe Service (Service). in 
September 1990 for reference. Additional map overlays providing new information 
and updating that provided in the previous overlays are included in the overview 
document that transmitied thie and other individual FY 199! imber sale biological 
assesements from the Bureau to the Service for formal consultation. 


The purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and analyze the impact of 
the proposed Prego timber sale on any listed or proposed species pursuant to the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The species to be addressed in this 


biological assesement are the Northem Spotted Ow! (Strix occidentalia caurina). 


This proposed timber sale le in compliance with Record of Decision on the 
Roseburg District Timber Management Pian issued in 1963. This timber 
management plan remains in effect today while the District office develops a new, 


_ broader based Resource Management Pian (RMP). The RMP is scheduled to be 


implemented in October 1992. 
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ri oe gi, The proposed Prego timber sale is located within that portion of the Coast Range 


province thet les within the Olferd Resource Area of the Roseburg BLM dletict 
Office. Refer to Appendix A for a vicinity map that dieplays the location of the 
proposed timber sale. The Roxeburg District administers approximately 16,890 
sere of forest land within the Ollerd Resource Area, Coast Range province 


-_2 -w . gre m —QETL —e -- 26 


(pends 8, Teno 3 


Table 3 aleo shows that of the approximately 8,499 acres of the 16,890 acres of 
forest land in the Olllerd Resource Area Coast Range province are over 80 years 
cid. For purposes of this assessment, forest lands over 80 years of age were 
considered @s suitable habitat for spotted owls. This age group of forest stands is 
also the primary source of trees for harvest to meet the Resource Area's 
contribution to the District's ennual timber harvest goal. 


The proposed action is to harvest 189 acres of suitable habitat by cleercutting with 


an expected vield of approximately 6.66 million bd. ft. of timber (refer to appendix 
B, table 2 for detailed information on this timber sale). 


in compliance with the Jamison Strategy, no green timber sales are proposed in 
Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs). 
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TomsuIP 1990 1991 
qQuaatsrn 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
ACRES ACRES PSARCENT ACRES PERCENT 
1002 746 74 696 69 
8? 41 48 0 0 
649 187 24 66 10 
1688 $42 32 337 20 
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ROSEBURG DISTRICT 
: .1993 ©1991 
SAIB SALS 
SALE NAME ACRES 11-40 
aabereca Creek se 19 
Socth Sand Creek 1158 1158 
ambereca Creek 62 62 
Pite Ridge 6s es 
147 147 
Severe ta. 64 64 
Indepeadeace 76 76 
Sevece Nta. oe as 
Renhavea 83 63 
Pour Gates 134 134 
, Passe Creek Slivg * 248-010-NE 19 0 
a Just a8 Long 248-04W-SE 74 74 
.: Cockeraa il 248-040-Sw 54 $4 
js Barney’s Peak 248-070-NE 67 67 
m Four Gates 248-07W-1w 33 33 
: es” 
P 7 0 
ii 0 
31$3 183 
69 69 
s2sé8:2 
274 274 
$2 $2 
138 138 
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TOMNSHIP 1990 1993 
QuaRTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
ACRES ACRES PSACENT ACRES PSACENT 
2307 =s«1318 6? 1299 86 
1320 006 67 771 66 
4474 0=Ss «71 26 1024 *23. 
309 179 $8 115 37 
200043 s_(«1045 $1 969 ry 
417 231 ry} 143 5] 
3990 4=._« 2753 69 2670 67 
728 349 a 218 29 
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1225 961 a0 914 18 
1153 338 29 305 26 
62 0 _ @ 0 0 
32160=S («186 a9 1267 40 
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1905 $04 33 a4 23 


Pace Creek Salvage - Within NCA 0-12 - Mot reducing 11-40 habitat. 
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_— categorized by resource eres, for each Oistrict: 
to . Co oe , a Pair status 
Oe eas Number of juveniles located 
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Pees ol mumber of juveniles located ere indicated for each year 1965 
te 181 tac lusive. 
"This resort was generates from the Site and Ouleum f11es of our Spotted Ow! 
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this dates tn Gv eandly tn Peete tnheer eto 
Gsecribed in the Roseburg Timber Management Pian, E1S for the Diswict. A NEPA 
compliance Gocumert, in the form of an aggregate environmental aseesement, is 
g@repared arwwally tor the Oard Resource Aves wih separate records of decision 
_ foreach Gruber cafe. Currenty tis environmental assesement is incomplete and 
wii be revieed, if necessary besed on the outcome of this biological assessment 
and@eor aher formal conevitafion. The affected envionment has also been 
Gescribed in the following documents that have been previously shared with the 
Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assesement (February 1967) the formal 
| Coneuitations on the Gureau's Pre 318 and Section 318 Tenber Sale Programs (July 
1980) and the Jamison Srrategy and Management Guidelines for the Conservation 
of the Northem Spotted Ow (September 1990). 
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A ‘The Northem Spotted Owl 





Numerous pubfications have described the biology of the Northem Spotted 
Owl and the major stuctural components of iis primary habRat. The best 
scien@iic information on the spotted owl is contained in the publication 
“Distibution and Giology cf the Spotted Ow! in Oregon,” (Foreman 1884) and in 
the interagency Scientific Committee (IGC) report ented “A Conservation 
Swategy tor the Northem Spotted Owl (Thomas 1880). 
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; Gide pre-Gecien BB and Section 38 formal consufiaiion documents and the 
3 Jamison Grategy's, maps and overtays, preserted epotied owt data on 
Get@aden, cosupancy and reproduction data tor inown ont ches on GL 
a art ecianaen private tends in Vester Oregen. Appendix C updates 
b=, epetied ont compancy and reproduction collected Gaing Wweertories and 
maniiaring conducted Gang FY 1680. The map evertaye provide updated 
infownatien on ont eh cocurrence and Getibution and « Gaplay of sultabie 
habiiet GetGadon on GLM tends. The information on ive epeciiic owl sites 
located witin the vicinity of the Prego timber cate is ‘aghlighted in Appendix B. 
: tables 1 and Appendix A Vicinity Maps. 
4 1V. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 


- &% Gest end ndvect Blects 


Eo The prepesed aston will have an impact on the federally lated Northam 











‘tL Gyitstle Habaat 


The proposed Prego timber sale wil remove 189 acres of suitable habitat 
trom Gureay lands in the Coast Range province. This sale occurs in the 
Coast Range Area of Concern. The clearcul method of timber harvest wil 
be used. This reduction of habitat equates to 0.05 % of the suitable 
habitat in the province overall and 2.2% of the sullable hablat in that 
porton of the Coast Range province that fies in the O@ard Resource 
Acea. Rater to Append 6, table 2 for efects of the sale on suitable 
habitat. 


No green Gmber sales are located in HCAs. Appendix B, Table 4 
summarizes the acreage of suitable habitat that is found on BLM lahds 
wilin epecific HCAs) in the Coast Range province in which this timber 
sate is located. 


wnpacts on Known Ow Sates 


This proposed sate action wil impact one known owl site based on the 1.5 
mile radius tor tis province. For that portion of the Coast Range province 
in the Ollard Resource Ares it equates to 25% of the pair sites and zero% 
Gf the terforial singles. This sale wil result in the incidental take of one 
pair, and no single Northern Spotted Owls according to the incidental take 
guidelines used by the Service. information on the individual 

















oes and thelr states under the standards pre and post harvest ave shown 
i tie 2 informaiion on the occupancy and reproduction records 
(1965-1980) en the impacted sites is Gaplayes in Aggends C. Owl 
eusveys for Gis sale do not mest te sale survey proteco! described on 
page 12 of Gis document. The Prego iuber sale was auveyed a total of 
oh: Gues, 3 Gay and 3 night vies. Onty one viel was conducted belere 
June tat and the ciher five visits were done in Ady. 


Ris estimated Hat 60% of the sullable epotied owl habitat in the O@ard 
Aesswee Area has been surveyed to date. 


wnpacts on Olepersal Habitat 


WA) respect to the S0-8-40 née proposed by te ISC to provide dlepersal 
habitat, te proposed sale will have the following effects. The sale occurs 
witin Gvee quarter townships. The ecreage to be removed wil decease 
one quarter township trom 61% to 57% .2 secound fom 43% to 39% and 
the Prd 39% to 30%. in addition the tid quarter township wil turttur be 
reduced by the Camas Valy West tmber cate trom 30% to 35%. Reter to 


append O tor specific ecreege ‘or the quarter townships impacted. 











interrelated and interdependent Actions 


Road construction activity will not remove any acres of suitable spotted owi 
habitat. Loss of habitat from harvest of rights-of-way is included as part of the 
proposed action (See Appendix 6 Table 2). 


As a result of the proposed action, the post harvest activities of siash disposal 
and tree planting could occur on approx\mately 189 acres. Theee actions will 
have negligible effects on spotted ow! habitat. If it is determined that the 
slash Cleposal activity may present an adverse situation to a nesting pair(s) of 
owls or the young produced, timing restrictions will be instituted to reduce or 
eliminate the ariverse effect. Although slash buming activities will reduce the 
amoum of down woody material on the sale unit it is not expected to 
appreciably affect the potential of the site to provide future habitat for prey 
species of the owl. The siash burning targets the finer, lighter fueis and does 
not normaily reduce the number of larger down woody pieces. These larger 
pieces would be carried over into the new forest stand to meet habitat 


requirements for selected prey species. 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial thinning and 
fertilization of the regrowing stand may occur. This action would not have any 
adverse impact as it would involve the treatment of non-habitat. This action 
may have some long term beneficial effect upon owl habitat. The 
pre-commercial thinning activity and fertilization will be treated as a separate 
action and have been consulted upon informally. 
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Out of a total of 11,720 acres of private and state lands within the section of 
land where the proposed action is located and within the sections adjoining the section 
where the action is proposed, there are 408 acres of suitable habitat. A check of Oregon 


Deparimont of Forestry permit applications, as of 15 Jan 91, indicated no plans to harvest 
existed at the time of the check. 


A total of one owl site lies within 1.5 miles of the Prego timber sale. There 
are currently no acres of suitable habitat on state and private lands within the 1.5 mile 


radius of the Deep Creek owl site. A check of Oregon Department of Forestry permit. 


applications, as of 1/15/91, indicated there were no plans to harvest existed at the time of 


the check. 


V. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 


A. Alternatives Considered 


During the period covered by this Biological Assessment, the Bureau 
considered and utilized many alternatives to avoid or reduce potential impact 
of tmber sales on spotted owis and their habitat. 












Anemnatives considered and implemented included locating timber sales only in 
areas where no owls were located, dropping sales or sale unite, dropping sale 
unite within the perticular radius of any known ow! sites for the specific 
province, partial cutting units instead of cleerculting and scheduling timber 
sales in unsuitable ow! habitat. The Bureau hes adopted the “Jamison 
Strategy” and has sieo reduced former cut levels in Western Oregon BLM from 
1,176 million board feet per yeer to approximately 750 million board feet in FY91. 


Conservation Measures 


The Jamieson Strategy and Management Guidelines that are being adopted by 
the Bureau beginning with the FY 1991 timber sale plan varies from the ISC 
spotted ow! planvstrategy in providing suitable habitat for spotted owls. This is 
by virtue of the fact that the Jamison Strategy incorporates ail protection of 
suitable habitat in the ISC Committee's HCAs 1 through 4 and that which 
occurs on lands allocated for other resource values in the land use plans. 


Additionally the Jamison Strategy maintains another 50,000 acres of suitable 
habitat reserved from harvest in the OOFW Agreement Areas that were not 
part of the land use plan allocations or the iSC Strategy. The Jamison 


Strategy implements nearly ali the ICS recommendations except full 
application of the 50-11-40 rule. 
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to 168 million board feet. This is a decrease trom the combined volume of 381 
milion board feet FY89 and FY90 set by Section 318 for the two yeer period 
(190.5 annual average). This results in a harvest reduction of approximately 
$2.5 million board feet annually for FY91 and FY92 based on the Section 318 
volume. 





Conservation measures implemented by BLM include the BLIM/Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Spotted Ow! Management Agreement signed 
in December 1987. In the agreement, BLM agreed to deter timber harvest 
around "0 spotted ow! sites resulting in the protection of 239,000 acres of 
suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of these acres that are currently being 
protected are located outside of HCA categories 1-2. The OOFW Agreement 
Areas located outside HCA categories 1 and 2 within the Dilard Resource 
Area contain tour additional Northern Spotted ow! sites, of which three are 


designated as category 4 HCA's. 


Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 1963 Timber 
Management Plans were designed to provide habitat diversity for the species 
of wildilfe inhabiting older forests. Over 46,300 acres of 200 plus year-old 
forests were removed from the timber harvest base or placed on long rotation 
to provide for a variety c/ species, including the spotted owl, baid eagle, other 
forest raptors and riparian zone protection. Some of theese acres are now 
incorporated with other land use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 
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selected in cooperation with the Service and Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wife. The new spotted owl sites enhance the distribution network of 


protected sites and resulted in 22,800 acres of suitable spotted ow! habitat 
being added to the 239,000 acres included in the BLM/ODFW Agreement to 
ineure the continued existence af the ow! on Bureau lands in western Oregon. 





The Bureau is committed to protecting these owl sites through FY 1992. At 
such time as the spotted ow! recovery pian is completed the Bureau will 
incorporate the applicable recommendatione/actions into future land 
management plan decisions. The sites designated under Section 318 and 
located outside HCA categories 1 and 2 within the Dillard Resource Area 
contain two additional ow! sites, of which two are designated as category 4 
HCA's. 


in addition, numerous sales have been modified (units deleted) or completely 
dropped as owls were discovered during pre-sale inventory. Ali sales will have 
been inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol Except as previously noted on 
page 6. A brief summary of the protocol used is as follows: 
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| The following le « summary of the protocel for surveying timber sales 


+’ 


— 


- ecuseed and developed at the BLM Biologiet meeting in February 1990. 


* 
Loe & : 
i 


Te. conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


- Conduct 3 complete nighttime surveys of the area in each of 2 years. 
f there is only time for 1 year of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


-  QGcocupaency surveys should be conducted between April 1 and July 
31, with at least 2 surveys before June 1. 


- Welt ea minimum of | week between surveys of a site. 


- Garvey efi euiteble habitat within 0.5 miles of the sale area, uniess it 
fee within 1 mile of a known owl site. 


- fowls were encountered status (pair or single) will be determined by 
follow-up visits 


The reproductive status determination was given a high priority where 
visits continued until August 31 in some districts. 
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All FY 1901 timber sales contracts will contain the following recently 
developed special provision: 


Special Provision E-4 


The Purchaser shail immediately discontinue specified construction or 


timber harvesting operations upon written notice from the Contracting 
Officer that: 


(1) tweatened, or endangered plants or animais protected under the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, may be affected by 
the operation and a determination is made that consultation or 
reiniiation of consultation is required concerning the species prior to 
Continuing operations or: 


(2) federal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or State listed species 


protected under BLM Manual 6840 - Special Status Species 
Management - have been discovered and a determination is made 
that continued operations would affect the species or its habitat. 


ee aay an ERED CNN ERTS SHEN 
instructions and authorization by the Contracting Officer. 
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in the event that operations are hafied under the special provision 
E-4 the Bureau hes several courses of action: 


@. Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) within 
the vicinity of an owl pair uni Rt le documnented that nesting or 
fledging is completed or thet nesting was not initiated or if 
initiated had tailed. | 


b&b. Negotate with the Purchaser and modily the timber sale by 
Gopping a unit that is causing the “may affect’. 


in addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be written into the 
contract to seasonally restrict operations in those areas that are close 
(within a 0.5 nile) to owl nests or activity centers to avoid harasement of 
owls or thelr progeny. For example no buming would be allowed on any 
unit that is within a 0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair between the date 
nesting ls confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year uniess modified by 
the wildille biologist. 


The Bureay wil give strong consideration to adopting the Dishuhance 
R criterta process for determining i consuitation ie required that are 

- presently being drafted by the PNW Spotied Ow RDA - technical task 
group. 
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it le the conclusion of this biological assessment that the FY91 proposed Prego 
tmber sale may adversely affect the Northern Spotted Owl. This conclusion is 
based on the fact that tie sales wil remove 189 acres of suitable habitat (80+ year 
oid forest). These acres proposed for harvest also remove habitat in the Coast 
Range province (within the specific radii of one known pairs of spotied owls. 
Formal consultation is requested on this timber sale which contain units that “may 
adversely affect’ the Norther Spotted Owl. The Bureau will continue to initate 
consultation on any timber sale where a listed species is involved and where the 


Bureeu hes diecretionary authority. 


Oraft cover/tranemittal memorandum 


Exion A 

- showing timber sale boundaries/units 
. affected ow! sites 
Biological evajuations, as available 


Environmental Assessments - if availabie for individual timber sales. 


Other relevant documents - studies, research, etc. (e.g., density study area 
progress report) | 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 





fs memorandum 
WS. Gat Scene, Queen 6 tans temqenert FEB 11 wm —~ — 
anasr Request tor Formal Conmiation Pureuart t Section 7, Endangered Species Act and $0 CPR 402.14 
Conceming PYO1 33 AMD 1 Tenber Sac. 


fussed 0. Peterson, Flsild Superdsor, U.S. Fish and Wide Serica, 2000 S.E Sat) Ave. Suite 100. 
Postand, OR 67228 


in accordance wih Section 72 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended, the Oregon State 
Clica, Gweaw of Land Manegemera @wemd requests formal consuftation on the FY 1691 33 AND 1 
tuber cafe which many elect Gvestened or endangered epecies. 


The proposed action is the 33 AND 1 timber sate which is located wittn Gat portion of the Oregon Coast 
Range Province Gut Ses witin te Const Range Resowce Aves of the Eugene Olewict Tits ante is 
tooated i) Tounatip 168, Range GW. Section 33, end Tourstip 168, Range GW. Sections 1 and 5. 
Please refer to the vicinity map in Appendix A of the biclogical assesemert. The timber sate wil remove 
168 acres of efable epotted oat habRat fom Guwresy lends in the Oregon Const Range Province in 


weetem Oregon. 


The proposed 33 AND 1 Guber eale was designed in conformance wth te Guwrenn’'s Grection provided 
by the Jamison Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy and the Managemert Guidelines for the Conservation 
of the Nethem potted Out FY 1601 Guough FY 1602. The iccation and bepact of Gis FY 1691 Gniber 
eate was Gaplayed on maps end cvertays Hat were preserted to te Fish and Wide Service (Service) 
in September 1600. Addiiond map overtteys awe being Wareriied © the Service in te FYD! 
coneuitation overéew Gocusnert based on iréormal conaMaiion meciings held between the Bureau and 
the Sertes’s Pordand Fistd Olice etal. These cvertays Gapiay the cusrert epoted ont Geriudion 
rotated to Gis Guber safe and verified out pal shes found in the province in which the sale occws. 


We have enaiyaed the elects of Ge proposed 33 AND 1 tuber aale on proposed. Gvestened aw 
endangered epecies tut ave ince to occu in the vicinity of the tuber eala. & is the conchusion of the 
a@ached biclogies! assssemert tut Wis timber sate is Beaty to adveresty effect the northern spotted ow 
or Gs habitat, Therefore, we request that the Service initiate formal consuiiation on the 33 AND 1 timber 
oe 


Plesee Grect any epeciic questions or requests for addiiona! Gate on tis coneuitation packages to the 
Aven Kienager for the Coast Range Resource Area, Eugene Diewict (FTS telephone 430-6088). 


ce PWS. Regiorss Otrector 


Amactmnerts: Biological Assesermnert 
Other Retevert Docurnerts 


y : oro Pome: no + 
7a :, ay. am 

. ’ . OBA FP TER (a1 CPD 1e-1) 6 
i . wnre1t4 











‘The 33 A 1 Guba aafe is one of 34 sepwate proposed tebe: harvest actions Gesigned wider 
tee Gesion provided & Ge Gwen's Jamison Sponed Out Conservation Swategy and he 
Management Guideines tor the Conservation of the Northam Sponed Out FY 1991 Gwough FY 
“138 These domsnerts and maps wih cvetays wore preserted to the U.S. Fish and Wide 
Santee (ervice) i September SO for reference. Addiiond map ovetiays providing new 
wéquraiion and updating tat provided in be predous cvetiays we nctuded b) he overten 
Gouwnert Oat warenined Oi and cher tA FY OS Grbe ale bictogica! eusceemerts 
fam the Gweas to the Service for formal consufiation. 


The purpose of Gis bistogicss esessement ts to describe and eratyze the impact of the proposed 
33 AD 1 Guber cate on any sted or proposed species pwreuart to the Endangered Species Act 
of 674, as emanded. The epecies to be oWreseed in tis bictogics) ausseemert ave the norhem 


spotted ont Git: cociderenia cocaing). and bald cage Cinfenhn Ineocentehs). 


Tits prapesed thetver cafe is : compliance wih Recon of Decision on he Eugene Tinber 
Managemere Plan tesued ) September 1963. This trber menagemert plan remains in efect 
todey while the dsrict ciice develops s new, broader based Aesowce Maragemert Plan (FAs?) 
The AP ts echedhéed to be tnplemerted in October 682. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 











- The proposed 33 AND 1 G@rber sale is located within that portion of the Oregon Const Range 
Province Gut fies waitin the Const Range Resowce Ares of the Eugene Olewict BL oflice. Aster 
© Appendix: A for a vicinity map Gat Gagieys He location of the proposed Griber axle. The 
Gugene Olenict administers approstrately 114,298 acres of forest land wahin the Const Range 
AResowce Aven, Oregon Coast Range Province (Append& B, Tabte 3}. 


Table 3 deo chews Gat of the apprantmately 32.140 acres of the 114,298 acres of forest lend in 
the Coast Range Resowce Aven, Oregon Coast Range Province are over 6D years oid. For 
purposes of tis essscemert, forest lends over 60 years of age were considered as suitable 
habitat for epoted outs. This age group of forest stands is aso he primary sowce of wees for 
harvest to mest the resource eren’s cortritution to the district's enrual tember harvest god. 


The proposed ection is to harvest 156 acres of sutable hebist (96 acres of mature end 61 acres 


of oid Goeth forest) by clearcusting wih en expected yield of approximately 6100 MBF of timber 
(refer to Appendix B, Table 2 for Getaiied formation on this timber eute). 
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Instructions for using the ADJ-Th Nomccgrams (Refer to Surcgan and others (1977) 
for more detailed instructions). | 


1. Determine the average relative humidity and number of hours precipitations 
fell during a 24-hour cer iad. 


2. Using Komogram 1, enter the 24-HR. AVE. RELATIVE HUMIDITY on the X-axis 
and draw a vertical line to the appropriate precipitation duration curve. 





Draw @ horizontal line across the homogram at that point and determine TODAY'S 


1OOG-HR. 8i-ORY VALUE. 


3. Oetermine TODAY'S 1000-HR SiORY VALUE for 7 cays end calculate an everage. 


4. Using emograph 2, enter the AVE SicRY VALUE FOR CURRENT 7-CAY PERIOD on 
the X-axis and draw a vertical line to the tgprepr ‘ete | Q00-HRTL Fi FOR PRIOR 
7-OAY PERIOD. ‘Oraw a horizontal line across the honogr aps at that point and 


determine the ‘CHANGE IK 1000-HRTL FM. 








—$. Add the CHANGE [1 1000-HRTL FM to the 1000-HATL FH FOR PRIOR 7-DAY PERIOD 


to determine the current value. 








6. The nomogram starting value can te cctermined fros fuel moisture sovples 
collected in the field or using an apzroxicate spring season value of 45 


¢ 
percent. 
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The FY 1991 sale plan contains no units in the spotted owl habitat areas 
identified in the BLM/ODFW Agreement of December 1987, the area established 
under Section 318 of P.L. 101-121, or the Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs) 
identified in the May 1990, “Report of the Interagency Scientific Committee 
To Address the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl”. No sale wits in 
.-this plan are known to contain nesting pairs of spotted owls. No proposed 
sale wnits are located within extended rotation areas. 


The amount and quality of riparian habitat along first and second order 
streams vould de reduced as a result of logging activities. About 126 acres 
of riparian zone adjacent to first and second order streams are located 
within proposed sale units; some of this acreage nas teen vithdrawn under 
TPCC due to unstable/oversteepened sidesiopes s-i will be protected from 
harveet activities. 


Impacts to wildlife habitat structure would be partially mitigated by 
measures included as design features of the proposed action. Among these 
are retaining enags or green trees on 82 acres in the sale plan area. These 
measures are expected to provide an average of one snag per acre on lands 
harvested within the east-west corridor, although actual distribution may 
vary. Also, three snags or low volume green trees jer acre will be left in 
the transition zones (between riparian and upland areas) along third and 
higher order streams. 


Other site-specific impacts and proposed mitigation for riparian zones 
include: 


103-02, 105-04, 108-02, 108-03, 108-04, 109-02, 110-03, 110-04, 111-01, 
112-02, 114-01 and 114-02 
Riparian vegetation along these streams will be reserved (and posted 
out of the units) and will be protected by directional falling. 


F. Cultural Resources 
In accordance vith 36 CFR 800, cultural resource inventories of all proposed 


timber sale units have been completed. Cultural resource values have not 
been confirmed on any unit proposed. 


G. Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 


No timber harvest or associated road building is proposed adjacent to or 
within ereas designated as Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (FEIS, 
. p. 35). 


A. Visual Resource Management 


All sale units would be managed according to guidelines established for 
Visual Resource Management Class IV (FEIS, p. 35). 


UNIT ANALYSIS 


The location of proposed sale wits are shown on the vicinity maps 
attached. Table 1 shows location, volume, cutting practice, and other 
features and iroacts of the proposed action for each sale proposed. Table 2 
describes measures to mitigate impacts to water quality. 
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More detailed information may be reviewed in the sale plan folders and other 
files located in the Coast Range Resource Area, 1144 Gateway Loop, 
Springfield. 

Vv. Agencies and Individuals Consulted 


This environmental assessment is made available to affected local, state and 
federal agencies as described in the Interrelationships section above. 


The following were involved in preparation of the environmental assessment: 


Title Resource Values Assigned 

Gene Chouinard Plans Forester I.D. Team Leader/Cultural Res. 
Nancy Anderson . Forest Mgnt. Spec. Tabr. Mgmt. & Logging Systems 
John DePuy Forester Tabr. Mgmt. & Logging Systems 
Gary Wilkinson Forester Tadr. Mgmt. & Logging Systems 
Dave Kucera Area Engineer Engineering 

Eric Meyers Forester Engineering 

Rob Wells Forester Engineering 

Dan Howells Area Silviculturist Silviculture 

Phil Redlinger Forester Silviculture 

Jim Rubado Forester Silviculture 

Gene Rogers Fuels Mgmt. Spec. Fuels Management 

Phil Dills Fuels Mgmt. Spec. Fuels Management 


Charlie Thomas Wildlife Biologist Wildlife, Fisheries 
Neil Armantrout Fisheries Biologist Fisheries 


John Peacher Forest Technician Wildlife/Fisheries 
Mike Southard Archeologist Cultural Resources 
Jerry Richeson Dist. Soil Scientist Soils 

Barry Williams Soil Scientist Soils/Hydrology 
Alan Schloss Hydrologist Hydrology 

Daniel Bowman Policy Analyst Environmental Review 


For further information contact Gene Chouinard (683-6984). 


Date: _/-f-7/ 


inator: ge ¢f f&A/ ~— j-%- 9 


Analysis. prepared by: 


Environmenta) C 












Area Manager: 








Date: ‘Ie far 
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A. Air 


The Coast Range Resource Area plans to broadcast burn 190 acres on all or 
portions of 8 clear cut units. However, post-harvest site evaluations 
typically reduce this figure by 25 to 30 percent. Swamper burning and burning 
covered concentrations of slash also put smoke into the air; however, the 
quantities of smoke are much less than with a broadcast burn and the burns can 
be accomplished during the winter season. All burning will be done in 
accordance with the Oregon Smoke Management Plan. Unforecasted weather 
changes could result in temporary, occasional smoke intrusions into populated 
areas. 


Smoke emissions are expected to be well below the 1978 baseline. Fuel 
consumption levels over the past five years have averaged less than one-half 
the consumption level of the 1978 baseline period. These reductions in sacke 
emissions levels have been a product of technical improvements in fuel 
management, such as rapid ignition and 100 percent mop up, and the shift of 
most of the prescribed burning work load from the fall season to the spring. 
During the past three years (FY88, FY89 and FY90), the Eugene District BLM 
slash burning program did not cause a single intrusion of smoke into a 
designated area. 


The ambient air quality is also affected by dust particles and emissions 
generated by equipment during road construction, road improvement, road 
maintenance and log yarding and hauling operations. The Coast Range Resource 
Area would construct about 5.5 miles of road and improve nearly 1.3 miles of 
road under the FY91 timber sale plan. 


Other site specific impacts and proposed mitigations include: 


110-01 These two units, which are close to private residences, will be 

& -02 machine and hand piled and burned during the winter months to take 
advantage of winds that will carry any residual smoke avay from the 
residences. 


B. soils 


Soil productivity may be reduced by soil compaction caused by tractor yarding, 
ground skidding during cable yarding, and to a lesser degree by fire trail 
construction. About 20 acres would be lost to production due to road 
construction. Impacts from the proposed action for the Coast Range Resource 
Area and for the total Eugene District FY91 timber sale plan are less than 
those projected as an average annual impact in the FEIS. 


Other site-specific impacts and proposed mitigations include: 


105-04, 108-04, 110-04 and 111-01 
These units have interior or adjacent streams vith banks that have been 
clasgified as oversteepened/unstable. Headvalls and oversteepened 
sideslopes will be posted out of the wits and vithdrawn under the TPCC 
rules due to soil stability and water quality concerns. The vegetation 
in these withdrawn areas will be protected by directional falling, and 
directional yarding. 
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Cc. Water 


Estimated increases in sediment, temperature, and water yield from timber 
management activities on Eugene BLM-administered land at the end of the decade 
beginning FY 1984 are shown on Table 3-6 of the FEIS (p. 53). The impacts 
shown here, and in the FEIS, are residual impacts which are expected after the 
mitigation measures described in the Eugene District MFP have been applied. 
This plan meets or exceeds State water quality standards. Water quality 
impacts from timber harvest in the Coast Range Resource Area have been 
estimated for each major watershed. The estimates were made for the 
cumulative impacts resulting from five years of logging on all lands, BLM and 
other ownerships, vithin the basin. 


In no case will the logging of BLM land alone cause impacts that will exceed 
District or state standards, including the non-degredation section of the 
Oregon administrative rules. Impacts could exceed standards on the following 
basins, depending on the amount, timing and method of logging and other 
management practices on other ownerships. 


Sediment Rates Total Water 
Basin Name Temperature or Turbidity Sedimentation Yield 
Poodle Creek xX 
Owens Creek* x x x 
Long Tom River x. x x 
Wildcat Creek x x x 





* Potential impactea on Owens Creek are most likely to come from 
non-forest uses. 


D. Vegetation 


Forest vegetation, including trees, would be removed and/or damaged vhen 645 
acres are harvested, 296 acres commercially thinned, and 20 acres of 
right-of-way are logged and/or cleared for purposes described in the 
proposed action. The loss in vegetation would be permanent where roads are 
located and maintained. 


The proposed action affects one sensitive plant species (Cimicifuga elata). 
This plant is located near a creek in unit 1 of the Thirty-Three and One 
Sale (110-01). It will be fully buffered to protect the plants during . 
logging and site preparation activities. This colony vas discovered in May 
of 1990. 


Because of veather conditions and plants’ flowering seasons, botanical 
surveys of specific proposed timber sale tracts may not be completed prior 
to publication of this environmental assessment. In those cases, the 
botanical surveys will be accomplished at the earliest possible date prior 
to sale. If any threatened, endangered or sensitive plant species: are 
identified, appropriate mitigative measures will be implemented. 


Ez. Eish and Wildlife 


About 270 acres of old-grovth (aged 200 years and older) vould be harvested 
as a result of the sale program, reducing habitat for species dependent on 
or strongly oriented to older forest. 
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in 17 areas in the Eugene District for the duration of the current planning 
cycle. Five of those areas are in the Coast Range Resource Area. Section 318 
of Public Law 101-121 (October 1989) resulted in protection of two additional 
habitat areas in the Eugene District; one of those areas is in the Coast Range 
Resource Area. 


In compliance with Section 7 (a) of The Endangered Species Act of 1973 (as 
amended) and Bureau of Land Management Manual Section 6840.21, the Eugene 
District will consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on each “may 
effect” timber sale concerning its potential effects on northern spotted ovls 
and their habitat. The results of BLM's formal consultations with the USFWS, 
and any modification of proposed timber sales which result from those 

‘ consultations, will be documented in the Final FONSIs and Decision Records 
which are prepared for the individual sales. 


III. Affected Environment 


The Coast Range Resource Area is located in the western portion of the 
District (see attached map). A general description of the affected 
environment can be found in the FEIS on pages 19 to 46. Land allocations set 
forth in the MFP and described in the FEIS (Table C-2, p. 143) exclude from 
timber harvest those lands allocated for cultural resources, research natural 
areas, third order and larger riparian areas, habitat for threatened and 
endangered species, and other resource areas of significant value. 


The 1987 BLM-ODFW Spotted Owl Agreement identifies approximately 13,130 acres 
of suitable owl habitat in five spotted owl habitat areas in the Coast Range 
Resource Area to be reserved from all timber harvest activities until a final 
decision is reached on the District's Resource Management Plan for the decade 
of the 1990s. This provision has been extended to an additional 2,377 acres 
of suitable habitat contained in the habitat area established by Section 318 
(See Interrelationships section, above). 


Each proposed timber sale wnit vas visited and analyzed for environmental 
features that might be affected by the proposed action. Table 1 describes 
significant features of the affected environment for each nit. Other 
features of special note are: 


103-02 The riparian zone on one adjacent third order stream (Cedar Creek) 
has been protected. 


105-04 The unstable sideslopes on one adjacent first order stream have been 
protected with a slope stability buffer. The riparian zone on an 
adjacent third order stream (Trail Creek) has been protected. 


106-01, These three small (3, $ and 6 acres respectively) vindthrow salvage 
-02, -03 units are in a Category 3 Habitat Conservation Area (as identified 
in the Report of the Interagency Scientific Committee to Address the 


Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl, May 1990). 


108-02 The riparian zone on an adjacent third order stream (Wildcat Creek) 
has been protected. 


108-03 The riparian zone on an adjacent fourth order stream (Wildcat Creek) 
has been protected. 
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108-04 The unstable sideslopes on one adjacent first order stream have been 
| protected with a slope stability buffer. The riparian zone on an 
adjacent fourth order stream (Wildcat Creek) has been protected. 


109-02 The riparian zone on an interior third orde> stream (tributary of 
Ferguson Creek) has been protected. 


110-01 There is timber and vegetation buffer around a sensitive plant 
species (Cimicifuga elata) located in this wit. A buffer of 
non-merchantable timber has been left to protect a second order 
stream within this unit. 


110-03 The riparian zone on an adjacent third order stream (Owens Creek) 
has been protected. 


110-04 The unstable sideslopes on an interior seccnd order stream have been 
protected with a slope stability buffer. The riparian zone on an 
adjacent third order stream (Owens Creek) has been protected. 


111-01 The unstable sideslopes on an adjacent first and second order strean 
course have been protected with a slope stability buffer. The 
riparian zohe on an adjacent third order stream has been protected. 


111-02 A buffer of non-merchantable timber has been left to protect an 
adjacent second order strean. 


112-02 The riparian zone on an interior third order stream (Fish Creek) has 
been protected. 


114-01 The riparian zone on an adjacent third order stream (tributary of 
Lake Creek) has been protected. 


114-02 The riparian zone on an adjacent third order stream (tributary of 
Lake Creek) has been protected. 


IV. Environmental Consequences 


The actions described in Section II of this assessment would cause 
environmental impacts. These impacts are presented in Chapter 3 and 
summarized on Table 1-3 of the FEIS (p. 10). As indicated there, analysis 
indicates that only minor impacts vould occur to the following resources: 
climate, geology, topography, minerals, grazing, agriculture, utilities, 
communication sites, energy use and vilderness. In addition, analysis of the 
proposed FY 1991 timber sale program indicates that only sinor impacts vould 
occur to the following resources: recreation, cultural, and socio-economic 
values. 


No impacts have been identified that vould exceed those addressed in the FEIS 
and timber management decision referenced in-Section I of this assessment. 
The following are impacts of importance based upon site-specific analysis of 
the proposal. 
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Environmental Assessment No. ORO90-EA-90-37 
FY 1991 Tisber Sale Plan 
Coast Range Resource Area 


I. Need for Proposal 


The Coast Range Resource Area proposes to implement an annual timber sale 
program to assist in meeting the commitment for the Eugene District (BLM) as 
established by the Eugene Timber Management Plan Record of Decision (ROD), 
dated September 30, 1983. That decision meets the Purpose and Need set forth 
in the Eugene Timber Management Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) of 
May 1983 (pp. 1-2). The statutes, policy and planning criteria foundation for 
that decision are set forth in the FEIS and ROD. The FY 1991 timber sale plan 
proposal is based on policy guidance contained in Oregon State Office _ 
Instruction Memorandum No. OR-90-428, dated June 11, 1990. 


The FEIS analyzed the impacts of the District's ten-year Timber Management 
Plan, conducted on lands allocated to intensive timber management by the 
District's Management Framework Plan. The District assigns responsibility for 
developing and implementing the annual sale plan to each of the District's 
three Resource Areas. The following document examines the impacts of the 
Coast Range Resource Area's Annual Plan. This analysis is presented in two 
parts. 


Resource Area Analysis: The first portion of the EA looks at the impacts of 
the combined sale plan and compares them to the impacts projected as an 


average annual impact in the FEIS. It also analyzes the cumulative impacts of 
the proposed action on the watersheds within the Resource Area, considering 
not only activities on BLM administered lands, but also the projected impacts 
of timber management activities of other landowners. 


Unit Analysis: The second part of the EA analyzes in tabular form the 
proposed action for each proposed sale wnit. A vicinity map shows the 
location of each unit. 


Additional environmental documentation about each proposed sale unit may be 
reviewed in the Coast Range Resource Area office during regular office hours. 


II. Description of Proposed Action 


To contribute to the Eugene District's commitment to offer 147 million board 
feet (MMBF) of timber for sale in FY 1991, the Area Manager has selected 30 
sale units of timber with a total volume of approximately 44 million board 
feet (MMBF). The following cutting practices vould be used to harvest the 
timber: ; 


Clear cut 645 acres 
Commercial thinning 296 acres 


To transport the proposed volume from the landing to the sawmill or other 
destination, the following road construction, reconstruction or improvements 
would be required: 


New road construction 28,800 feet (5.5 miles) 
Reconstruction/improvements 7,000 feet (1.3 miles) 
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No land classified as withdrawn from timber production (TPCC-W) would be 
crossed with new road construction. 


Approximately 625 acres of the harvested acreage vould be planted, while about 
20 acres would be lost to road construction. To prepare harvested units for 
pianting, harvest debris vould be reduced by broadcast burning on 190 acres. 
Svamper burning, a method of whip cutting, hand piling and simultaneous 
burning of these piles is proposed for 158 acres. It is a suitable method for 
concentrations of slash and brush and can be done during the winter season 
which helps protect air quality and, in some cases, fragile soils. About 219 
acres will be mechanically piled and burned. These piles can also be burned 
during the winter. 


Gross yarding is prescribed on 214 acres in order to reduce fuel loadings to 
facilitate swamper burning, to reduce the volume of smoke produced during 
burning, to reduce fuel loading to protect fragile soils during burning, to 
control fire in order to protect buffers and other withdrawal areas, to reduce 
rodent habitat and their subsequent damage to planted seedlings, and to 
control fire to protect private property. 


Size limitations on the material to be gross yarded have been set to assure 
that adequate down logs are left on the site to meet the needs of the resident 
wildlife species. 


Management treatments and project design features of sales offered wider the 
Eugene District Timber Management Plan are presented in the FEIS on pages 
S-ll. A detailed description of these operational practices can be found in 
Timber Management, A Programmatic Environmental Analysis Record for Western 
Oregon (1974). Timber management activities are conducted in accordance with 
the land use allocations and associated management practices of the Eugene 
District Management Framevork Plan (MFP) 


The combination of logging systems, by acres, proposed to harvest the volume 
offered under the 1991 timbar sale plan includes: 


Syvates Clear cut P.C. Salvage, Comm, thin. 
Tractor 60 6 0 
Cable 585 5 213 


Project design features that mitigate impacts to watershed, vildlife, 
fisheries and other resources are applied as described in the MFP and 
summarized in the FEIS and Record of Decision. 


A. Interrelationshins 


The Eugene District coordinates and interacts with other federal, state and 
local agencies on a continuing basis regarding resource sanagement. Pages 12 
to 17 of the FEIS contain an overview of this interaction. This environmental 
assessment has been presented to the State of Oregon's Interagency 
Clearinghouse and appropriate local clearinghouses for review by affected 
agencies. 


On December 22, 1987, BLM and the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
signed “The BLH-ODFW Agreement for Spotted Ow] Management on BLM Lands in 
Western Oregon". Under this agreement, BLM will protect spotted owl habitat 


2 
744 




















RANKING (DESCENDING ORDER OF VALUE) OF 24 QUARTER TOWNSHIPS 
FOR THEIR VALUE AS SPOTTED OWL DISPERSAL HASITAT PRIOR TO PLANNED FY 199] SALES 











Rank. Location ! Proposed 
No. GTR TWP Sale (Name) 
1 22-O1W-SW 20+20+10+46 Table Creek 
2 19-O6W-NW 20+20+10+39 Young Leo (1 & 2) & Eddy Whittaker 
3 19-07W- 20+204+10+34 Alma Ranch 
4 23-03W- 20+20+10+23 Stennetts Fawn Farm 
5 19-O8W-NE 20+204+10+30 Young Leo (3 & 4). 
6 17-O6W-SW $20+20+10+16 Wild Bull 
7 15-O6W-NW 20+10+10+53 Flatland 
8 16-O6W-NW 2040+ 10+20 Thirty-three & One (S) 
9 15-O6W-SW 20+10+10+16 Thirty-three & One (3 & 4) 
10 15-07-NW 204104 0411] Lake Creek 
ll 19-04W-SE 0+20+ 0+49 Weiss Rd & Chopped Ham 
12 19-04W-NW 0420+ 0+46 Fox Hollow 
13 19-04W-SW 0420+ 0+22 Chopped Ham (4) 
14 20-02W-SW 0+20+ 0+15 Get Rat 
15 20-02W-NE 0+10+ 0+50 Middle Gossage 
16 16-O1E-NE 0+10+ 0+4] Huck Finn 
18 17-02W-NW 0+ 0+ 0446 Number Nine 
19 16-03W-NE 0+ 0+ 0438 Tom Tom 
20 14-01W-SE 0+ 0+ 0419 Toothpicks 
21 15-06-SwW 20+ 0+ 0+ 8 Mack’s Rose 
22 16-06-SE 20+ 0+ 0473 Jones Creek 
23 18-05W-SE 20+ 0+ 0+40 Al Doane 
24 14-01E-SW 0+ 0+ 0+68 Cassnor Peak 
7A l@S-O6W-NE forjOr10+G0 Tugry Tne f. Que (1 Aid) 
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Finding of No Significant Impact for 
The Coast Range Resource Area FY 1991 Timber Sale Plan 
Environmental Assessszent 


The Bureau of Land Management Eugene District has analyzed 4 proposal for 
accomplishment of the FY 1991 annual timber sale program requirements for 
the Coast Range Resource Area as established by the Eugene Record of 
Decision (ROD), September 1983 and supported by the Eugene Tiaber Management 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS), May 1983. 


The proposal, associated design features and potential mitigation measures 
are described in the attached Environmental Assessment No. ORO90-EA-3?. The 
annual timber sale plan environmental assessment (EA) is usually published 
in May, prior to the beginning of the fiscal year on October 1. However, 
the FY 1991 sale plan, EA and sale offerings have been delayed while BLM 
consults with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) on potential 
impacts of se sale plan on the northern spotted owl, a species listed as 
threacened by the USFWS on July 23, 1990. 


The attached EA and this FONSI are tiered with the aforementioned FEIS and 
ROD. Other related environmental documentation includes the Programmatic 
Environmental Assessment Record for Timber Management in Western Oregon 
(PEAR - 1974). Each of these documents may be reviewed at the Eugene 
District Office. 


If adopted, the project design features and mitigation measures identified 
for the proposal in the attached ZA would assure that no significant adverse 
impacts would occur to the human environment other than those already 
addressed in the Eugene Timbrr Management FEIS. Project design features and 
mitigation measures are primarily directed towards those impacts described 
by the EIS as significant impacts of the ten-year timber management plan. A 
Final Finding of No Significant Impact and Decision Record will be prepared 
for each proposed timber sale prior to the sale offerings. 


Determination: 


On the basis of the information contained in the EA, and all other 
information evailable to se as summarized above, it is ay determination that 
the proposal does not constitute a major Federal action effecting the 
quality of the human environment. Therefore a new EIS or supplement to the 
existing EIS is wumecessary and vill not be prepared. 
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ANALYSIS OF 11-40 CONDITIONS IN 
THE FOREST MATRIX - FY 1991 
EUGENE DISTRICT TIMBER SALE PLAN 


To date the Eugene District has identified 41 potential timber sales totaling 
approximately 143.4 million board feet on approximately 3,818 acres. 


All but one of these sale actions are regular green timber units; the one 
exception being a salvage sale. All are within the forest matrix outside of HCA 
1 and 2 areas. All but the salvage sale affects forest stands of > 11 inches 
d.b.h. and > 40% canopy closure. However, the 42] acres of thinnings will not 
reduce canopy closure beliw 40%. None of the proposed sales are within HCA 3 or 
4 areas, BLM-OOFW nt Areas, or either of the two additional areas added 
under Section 318 of the unconstitutional Public Law 101-121. 


The forest matrix outside of HCA 1 and 2 categories consists of 171 quarter 
township assessment units where BLM administers 40, or more, acres of forest 
land. The sales identified occur in 50 of these 171 quarter townships. 


Examination of the impact on the 11-40 conditions within the 50 quarter townships 
revealed the following: 


a) For 26 of the quarter townships, the percentages of land in the 11-40 
condition was greater than, or equal to, 50% postharvest. 


b) An additional 4 quarter townships had 50% or more of their acreage in 
an 11-40 condition preharvest but fell below that level postharvest. 
The percentage decline ranged from 1% to 40%. 


c) The remaining 20 quarter townships had less than 50 percent of their 


acreage in an 11-40 condition prior to harvest, and as expected, had 
further reductions post harvest. 


The last page of this analysis is a ranking of the twenty-four quarter township - 
FY 1991 timber sale combinations where the 11-40 condition is dropped below 50% 


as a result of the FY 199] sale, or is already below 50% prior to proposed FY 
1991 sales. 


The ranking is based on the District Wildlife Biologist’s professional judgement 
of the importance of the following five (5) factors: 








There are 






-A.0. ugene District; the and the 
i Janette —North Umpqua corridor linking the Coast to the Cascades. 

most important factor is whether locations are within either of these 
two R.A.0.C.s. Those inside the R.A. 0.C. $s are considered higher value than 
those outside. 


2. Proximity to HCA ls and 2s. Usefulness of quarter townships to help owls 
move between HCA Ils and 2s is the second most important factor. Quarter 
townships within twelve (12) miles of HCA 1 or 2 are considered more 
important than those farther away. Those within 12 miles of two HCAs (1 or 


2) were considered even more valuable. 
» - ” 
; SEP , 7 199) 
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3. Proxisity to gw] sarrs. Proximity of quarter townships to ow! sites with 
a record pair occupancy was the next consideration. Locations within 
three (3) miles of one, or more, owl pairs give quarter townships more 
value than those farther away. 






4. . Quarter townships located 

in typica solid block-checkerboard ownership pattern are 
considered to have potential and those outside of the pattern do 
not. Only three of the 21 quarter townships are outside this pattern. 
Lands within these three quarter townships-are- tess thart ane quarterseciton 


(160 acres) each. 


5. Bi11-40 prior_to_sals. The last consideration is the %-11-40 condition 
or to sale, ie., quarter townships with higher % of their land in an 
1-40 condition prior to the proposed FY 91 sale are more valuable than 

those with smaller % 11-40 condition. 


Arbitrary numerical values were assigned to each of the above factors for use in 
the gm | process. Note that quarter townships containing the Mack’s Rose, 
Jones C , and Al Doane sales were placed at the bottcm of the list (low 
othe odia for owls) even though they were located inside a R.A.0.C. This was 

they, like the “Cassnor Peak" quarter “township", are outside the BLM 
“ownership” pattern. 


A word of caution is in order. As mentioned above, this is ranking based on 

eo judgement of the District Biologist. Resource area biologists may 
of other factors, which in their view, may justify variations. Or, they may 

simply prefer other numerical values which could produce different rankings. 


The numerical values used in this ranking are as follows: 


1 - Location within a USF&WS R.A.0.C. = 20 

2 - Proximity to HCA ls and 2s = 10 per HCA 

3 - Proximity to owl pairs = 10 if distance < 3 miles 

4 - Location with BLM ownership pattern = no value assigned - 4 Qtr Twps/sales 


outside the pattern are lowest priority. 
5 - 7%, or to the sale = actual % values for each Qtr Twp. prior to the 
sale 
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RESOURCE TOWNSHIP 
AREA SALE MAME QUARTER 
McKenzie Bearly There 19S-01W-SW 
McKenzie Bearly There 19S-02W-SE 
S. Valley Pox Hollow 19S-04W-NW 
S. Valley Chopped Has= 198-04W-SE 
S. Valley Weiss Road 19S-04W-SE 

Totel 
S. Valley Chopped Hess 19S-04W-sSw 
Coast Range IP Elkhorn ROW 19S-06W-NE 
Coast Range Alas Ranch 19S-07¥-SE 
Coast Range Young Leo 19S-06WU-NE 
Coast Range Eddy Whittaker 19S-O6W-ww 
Coast Range Young Leo 19S-O6W-Nw 

Total 
McKenzie Lost 6& Pound Slvg 20S-01£-swW 
McKenzie Middle Goesage 20S-01W-ww 
McKenzie Middle Gossage 20S-02W-NE 
S. Valley Get Rat 20S-02¥-swW 
S. Valley Change 999 208 -04W-SE 
S. Valley Lets Cr Row 20s-0Sw-sw 
S. Valley Sawling Cedar 218-01W-sw 
S. Valley Row River 21s-0lW-sw 

Totel 
S. Valley Table Creek 228-01W-w 
S. Valley Table Creek 228-01¥-sw 
S. Valley Slwe Rock 228-02W-NE 
“.gW valley Laurel Witt Thin 225-03v-sE 
4 Valley Laurel Witt Thin 225-03¥-sw 














1991 1991 TOWNSHIP 1990 
SALE SALE QUARTER 11-40 1990 
ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT 
149 23 $93 396 67 
84 84 1808 1040 $8 
61 61 $44 252 46 
108 108 1327 646 49 
134 134 
242 242 
40 40 1385 301 22 
i 1 N/A - HCA 
30 30 1869 631 34 
$3 $3 2166 645 30 
41 41 1711 671 39 
62 62 
103 103 
3 0 N/A - HCA 
25 25 774 $89 76 
29 29 2120 1063 $0 
26 26 1675 247 15 
45 45 925 686 74 
i 1 u/A - HCA 
106 106 1071 784 71 
80 80 
1886 168 
20 20 823 480 $68 
38 38 373 172 46 
46 46 2068 1241 $9 
80 oO 2251 1477 66 
114 0 1554 727 47 








1991 
11-40 1991 
ACRES PERCENT 
373 63 
956 $3 
191 35 
404 “30 
261 19 
601 32 
$92 27 
sor 33 
564 73 
1034 49 
219 13 
641 69 
$76 $4 
460 $6 
134 36 
1195 $7 
1477 66 
727 47 





























EUGENE DISTRICT 
1991 1991 | TOWNSHZP 1990 1991 
RESOURCE TOWNSHIP SALE SALE | QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
AREA SALE NAME QUARTER ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
S. Valley Stennetts Fawn Farm23S-03W-NE 87 87 2147 404 23 396 18 
$. Valley 23-3-11 ROW 23S-03W-NE 1 i 
Total 66 88 
ieee . 750 









































EUGENE DISTRICT 
- 1991 1991 TOWNSHIP 1990 1991 

RESOURCE TOWNSHIP SALE SALE QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 

AREA SALE NAME QUARTER ' ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 

Coast Range Thirty Three & One 16S-06W-NW 30 30 1892 387 20 356 19 
Coast Range E-91-110 ROW 168-O06W-NW 1 i 
Total 31 31 

Coast Range Jones Cre 168-06W-38 71 71 120 88 73! 17 14 

McKenzie Good : 178-028-NE 27 27 2487 2221 89 2194 88 

McKenzie Number Hine 178-02W-Nw 23 23 605 279 46 256 42 

McKenzie Martin Power 178-038-"w 142.0 s«137 4037 3534 88 3397 84 
McKenzie Ridge Top Slvg 178-038-"w is 0 

, Total 157 137 r 
ae 

Coast Range Wild Bul 17S-06W-SW 40 38 246 38 16 ‘ 0 0 

Coast Range Cedar Pot Thinning 17S-07W-SE 28 0 1187 1030 87 1030 87 
Coast Range Lookout Thinning 178-07W-SE 30 0 
; Total 58 0 

Coast Range Cedar Pot Thinning 178-07W-sw 65 0 2364 1575 67 1575 67 
Coast Range Lookout Thinning 178-07W-SW 100 0 
Total 165 0 

McKenzie Shore Fall 168-018-sw 93 93 1931 464 a4 371 19 

McKenzie Thurston High 168-01W-Ww 1s 1s 2078 1246 60 1231 59 

S. Valley ll Doane 18S-OSW-SE 55 46 115 46 40 0 0 

Coast Range Cedar Cr ROW 18S-06W-SE 2 2 975 493 $1 491 50 

Coast Range Lookout Thinning 168-07W-NE 25 25 2715 1523 56 1460 54 
Coast Range Wild Bul - 18S-07W-NE 38 38 
| Total 63 63 

‘ee wet Range Whittaker Cr ROW 1868-06W-SwW 2 2 1596 375 23 373 23 

pkenzie wt Salem Slvg 19S-018-NE 4 0 2559 2164 85 2164 8s 

















EUGENE DISTRICT 

















1991 1991 TOWNSHIP 1990 1991 
RESOURCE TOWNSHIP SALE SALE QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
AREA SALE NAME QUARTER ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
Coast Range Lake Creek 15S-07W-NW 42 42 4027 1321 33 1279 32 
McKenzie Cassnor Peak 148-01E-swW 47 47 121 83 68 36 30 
McKenzie Toothpicks Salvage 148-01W-SE 40 20 807 153 19 133 16 
McKenzie Cash It In 1$8-02W-SE 240 30 3997 3100 78 3070 * 77 
McKenzie Warner Salvage 158-02W-swW 5 5 2840 2100 74 2095 74 
Coast Range Flat land 15S-O06W-NW 60 80 3574 2245 63 2165 61 
Coast Range Furguson Blowdown 15S-06W-SW 8 0 2749 428 16 359 13 
Coast Range Macks Rose 15S-O06W-SW 8 8 
Coast Range Thirty Three & One 15S-06W-SW 61 61 
Total 77 69 
McKenzie Huck Finn 16S-01E-NE 45 45 222 90 41 45 20 
McKenzie Johneon Thin 16S-01E-SW 90 5 1000 962 96 957 96 
McKenzie 23 to 9 16S-01W-NW 80 80 931 546 59 466 50 
McKenzie 23 to 9 16S-01W-SE 70 70 1784 1318 74 1248 70 
McKenzie Mariiah 16S-02E-NW 41 41 489 315 64 274 56 
McKenzie Hells Gate 16S-02E-SE 40 40 875 583 67 543 62 
McKenzie j§ Good Tom 16S-02£-sw 22 22 1600 1373 86 1225 77 
McKenzie Huck Finn 16S-028-swW 126 126 
Total 148 148 
McKenzie Number Nine 168-02W-NW 27 27 1850 1524 82 1497 61 
McKenzie Allison Cr 16S-02W-SW 245 8 2769 1542 56 1467 53 
McKenzie Number Nine 16S-02W-SW 67 67 
McKenzie Allison Cr Slvg 168-02W-sSwW 2 0 
Total 314 75 
McKenzie Tom Tom 16S-O3W-NE $2 $2 849 326 38 274 32 
Coast Range Thirty Three & One 16S-O06W-NE 65 65 737 60 375 $1 
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| " , The printouts contain the following 
information categorized by resource area, for each District: 


Location name 
Pair status 
Number of juveniles located 


Pair status and the number of juveniles located are indicated for each year 1985 
to 1990, inclusive. 


This report was generated from the Site and Owlsumm files of our Spotted Ow! 
Oatabese. Locations have been summarized for which both Site and Owlsum entries 
are available. Codes are used to identify Resource Area and pair status. To 
facilitate interpretation I am including a list of the resource areas and their 
coding number. Pair status is coded “-", “P”, “A”, “S", “O°: 


- =: 
P = A pair was located 

A= A pair plus and additional bird were located 
$ = A single bird (either sex) was located 

0 = No birds were found 


The number of juveniles is self explanatory, a hyphen indicates that no surveys 
were conducted that year. 


There is 1 point that needs to be reiterated with this report--Only owis 
found at locations that meet or have met our site criteria and subsequently have 


entries in the Site and Owlsumm files are reported. 
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APPENDIX D 


FY 1991 TIMBER SALE PLAN 


"11-40" HABITAT 


November 14th, 1980 





SY 























oe 5. 3 SCERT & GLA EESTSNSE FTP! Termes Ge TeRCEIGS O4ts FOR tee fevisceeeta Sesr rt 























15h 














APPENDIX C. SUMMARY OF SPOTTED OWL 
OCCUPANCY AND REPRODUCTION, 1985-1990 
BLM--EUGENE DISTRICT 
02 JANUARY 1991 


01/01/91 
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CUMMULATIVE POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


0.7 * Owl acres remaining within 0.7 miles of owi site after this sale unit, and all prior waits effecting this site are 
harvested. 

‘TRAD - owi acres remaining berween 0.7 miles and the provincial redius of the owl site after this sale unit, and all 
prior waits effecting this site are harvested. 

- TOTAL - total ont acres remsining within the provincial redius of the ow! site after this unit, and ail prior units 
effecting this site are harvested. 


7 ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yes or No - does at least 70 acres of suitable hebiest exit around owl site center before harvest of sale unit. 


POST - Yes or No - will at least 70 acres of suitable habitat remain asovad owl site center after harvest of this sale 
wnt 


B2 Table 2 Cotuma Heading Definitions. 


SALE NAME and UNIT - legal name of specific timbersale and units wun cas. 


AREA OF CONCERN - CGe Columbia Gorge. CR= Coast Range, SP~ Sentiom Pass, SW a 
Umpqua, RU= Rogus/Umpqua. I-S 1-5/Ashiand. 


MAY EFFECT - Me may effect situation arising from harvest of suitable habitat, Y= may effect situation arising {rom a 
reason other than harvest of suitable habitat. Ne no effect. 


HCA - HCA catagory | thru 4 (as listed in the [SC report), for sale units that overtap HCA Doundaries 0= sale unit does not 
ie erchsn HCA 


HCAID - identification aumber of each HCA. N/A@ unit does not lie within HCA. 


SALE UNIT ACRES TO BE REMOVED 
TOTAL - total acreage within cach sale wait. 
SUTT. - suitable owl habitat (generally 80+ years of age) wichin the sale unit. 


HARVEST METHODS TO BE UTILIZED 


HARVEST METHOD « CLEAR CUT, SELECT CUT, THINNING, SALVAGE (iaciuding down trees. hazard trees. and 
green trees associated with salvegs waits), ROAD R.O.W. (units to be clear cut for rosd right-of-weys). 


TOTAL - toesd screage withia each sale unit to be removed by harvest method. 


SUTT. - suieable owt habieat (generally 80+ years of age) within the sale unit. An asterick (*) indicates select cut units that 
heve suitable owt habitat within them snd which wil remain suitable after harvest due to canopy cover not being reduced 


vslow 40 persvent. 




















BA Table 3 Colume Heading Definitions. 


DISTRICT - BLM District same 
. RESOURCE AREA - identifies « unique Resource Ares withia each District. 


PROVINCE - the portion of the Physiogrephic Province lying within a Resource Area. (map of province boundsries zveilabie 
wpoa request). 


- ACRES IN PORESTED LAND - ee 


DISPERSAL - sad in ais Qi a a é Sci Waren to en yatrcts ens pee 
hebust for spotted owts, as defined ia ISC report. 


SUTTABLE - forest acres within each Province portics of a Resource Ares that are 80 t0 200 years old. (Note: Tadic | and 
Table 2 define “suitable habicac’ and ‘owt acres* as greater than 80 years old. SUTTABLE is presented here as 80-200 years 
oid to allow presentation of data ca OLD GROWTH acres). 
OLD GROWTH - forest acres withia each Province portion of a Resource Area that are at least 200 years old. (Note: this 
habitat has been lumped into “SUTTABLE™ ia Tabie 1 and 2). 


TOTAL - total land ares within each Proviace portion of « Resource Area that is forested. 


TOTAL SALE ACRES TO BE REMOVED 


ALL SALES - total screags of all sales within each Province portioa of s Resource Area. 


MAY EFFECT - acreage of all sale waits that will remove suitable owl habitat (80+ years of age) or that may effect owis 
other than by removel of suitable habitat (ic. possible disturbance to known owi site, removel of non habitat where unit has 


aot besa verified to be usccrupied according to protocol). 


TOTAL SUITABLE OWL ACRES TO BE REMOVED 


. ALL SALES - total acreage of all sales within each Province portion of s Resource Area that will remove suitable ow! habuat 
(values will afmays be the came as the MAY EFFECT valves listed ia this entegary, since any sale that removes suitable 
habitat will be considered as 8 mey effect). 


MAY EFFECT - acreage of ail sale units that will remove suitable owl habitat (80+ years of age). 


SUITABLE HABITAT REMOVED THAT WILL RESULT IN TAKE 





MAY EFFECT - screage of sil sale waits that will remove suitable ow! habiest (80+ years of age), and will result in take. 
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APPEND B. Definisicas of Columa Headings wed in Tabies. 
BL Tobie | Colume Heading Definitions. 
OWL INFORMATION: 


* OWL SITE - known owi locations. :nc‘uding locanoes of sites with evidence of sustained use by owls. sad sites wih 
oaly incdental 


IDNO - unique identification sumber for each owl site. Consists of a four digit Master Sue Number and may heve aa attached 
Akernete Location code which Gesignetes a site center thet hes moved from # previous locauca. IDNO's greater than 4000 
heve an attached T to indicate 2 temporary site center for incidental ow lorsnoss. 


STATUS - Pe pair hes been verified during ot least cnc year since 1985. 2© serrisorial male and female, pair satus is 
unknown. Seo single terrisorial owl cbeerved during ot least ons your since 1985, with no pair verified during that time. No 
historic owt site, but no terrisorial owls verified since 1985S. 


YR- year ia which 2 peir hes lest been verified ot 2 site. OO pair never verified st site. 


HCA - HCA catagory | thru 4 (as listed in the ISC report), for sale units that overiap HCA boundaries. O© sale unit does 
act lie withia HCA. 


HCAID - identification sumber of each HCA 


RESL? - Yo the ares within 0.7 miles of site center lies wholly on reserved lands. P= part of area within 0.7 miles lies on 
reserved lends. Ne ares within 0.7 miles lies completely outside of any reserved lands. Reserved lands are areas withdrewn at 
the Director level or higher. 


PREHARVEST OWL ACRES WITHIN PROVINCIAL RADIUS 


Ow! acres refers to suitable sported ow! habuat (generally 80+ years of age). Phymogrepic province and assomated mean 
home rangs radu are as listed: ; 

Ovegoe Cascades = 1.2 miles 

Oregon Coast Range © 15 miles 

Kiemeth Mountains © 1.3 miles 
Acreages listed reflect suitable habitat exsting on B!M. Scate. and Private lands. 


0.7 + ow acres within 0.7 miles of site center. 
.7-RAD - owl acres lying between 0.7 and the provincial radius. 
TOTAL - total owl acres within provincial redius. 


SALE NAME aad UNIT - specific sale name and unit that lies within the provincial radius of 2 known ow site. 
SR? - Yes or No~- will there be « seasonal restriction on harvest ? 
OWL ACRES OF SALE UNIT EFFECTING OWL SITE 

G7 ~ owt ccres of sale unit lying within 0.7 miles of ow! site. 


-7RAD - owt acres in sale unit lying berween 0.7 miles and provincial radius of ow site. 
TOTAL - total owt acres of sale unit lying within provincial radius of owl site. 


SALE UNIT EFFECTS ON OWL SITES: 


POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


0.7 ~- owl acres remaining within 0.7 miles of owt site after this sale wait, by iself, is harvened. 

.7-RAD - owt scres remaining berween 0.7 miles and the provincial radius of the owl site after this sale unit, by 
isself. is harvested. 

TOTAL - total owl scres remaining within the provincial redius of the owl site after this wait. by itself. is 
harvested. 











process for determining # consultation is required that are presontly being drahed by 
the PNW Spotted Ow RDA - technical task group. 


BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS | 


it is the conclusion of this biological assessment that the FY91 proposed 33 AND 1 timber sale 
may adversely aifect the northern spotted owl. This conciusion is based on the fact that this sale 
wi remove 156 acres of sutable habRat (60+ year old forest), within the Oregon Coast Ranges 
Area of Concern. 


Formal consuitation is requested on this timber sale which contain units that “may adversely 
afiect’ the northern spotted owl. The Bureau wil continue to initiate consultation on any timber 
sale where a listed species is invoived and where the Bureau has discretionary authority. 


Oraft cover /transmittal memorandum 
Exhibkh A - vicinity map 
- showing timber sale boundaries /units 
- aflected ow sites with province radius circies 
Biological evaluations, as available 
Environmental Assessments - if available for individual timber sales. 


Other relevart documents - studies, research, etc. (e.9., density study area progress report) 
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ecres that are currently being protected are located outside of HCA categories 1-2. OOFW 
Agreemert Areas located outside of Categories 1 and 2 HCAs within the Coast Range 
’ Resource Ares cortain an addtional 9 ow sites which are designated as Category 3 HCAs. 


Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 1983 Timber Management Plans 
were designed to provide habitat diversity for the species of widiile inhabiting cider forests. 
Over 46,300 acres of 200 plus year-cid forests were removed from the timber harvest base 
or placed on long rotation to provide for a variety of species, including the spotted owl, baid 
eagle, other forest raptors and riparian zone protection. Some of these acres are now 
incorporated with other land use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 


The Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to increase the number of “high priority” 
spotted owls being protected by 12 ses. These new sites were selected in cooperation 
with the Service end Oregon Departmers of Fish and Widille. The new spotted ow sites 
enhance the distribution network of protected sites and resufted in 2377 acres of suitable 
spotted owl habRat being added to the 12925 acres included in the BLM/ODFW Agreement 
on Coast Range Resource Area to insure the continued edstence of the ow on Bureau 
lands in western Oregon. Approximately 70% of the existing OOFW Ares acreage is in 
proposed HCAs, and 95% of the Section 318 acreage is in HCAs on Coast Range Resource 
Area. The Bureau is committed to protecting these ow sites through FY 1992. At such time 
as the spotted owl recovery pian is completed the Bureau wil incorporate the applicable 
recommendations /actions into future land management plan decisions. 


in addition, numerous sales have been modified (units deleted) or completely dropped as 
owds were discovered during pre-sale inventory. 


All sales wil have been inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol. The following is a 
summary of the protocol for surveying timber sales discussed and developed at the BLM 
Biclogist mesting in February 1990. 


To conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


Conduct 3 complete nighttime surveys of the area in each of 2 years. if there 
‘le only time for 1 year of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


Occupancy surveys should be conducted between Apri 1 and July 31, with at 
least 2 surveys before June |. 


Wel a minknumn of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


- Survey of sutable hab&at within 0.5 mies of the sale area, uniess it lies within 
1 mile of a known ow site. 


if owls were encountered status (pair or single) wil be determined by 
followup visits 


6S 


iJ? 

















The reproductive status determination was given a high priority where pair 
status wes determined the reproductive status determination visits continued 
ural August 31 in some districts. 


C. Contingency Plans 


All FY 1991 timber sales contracts wil contain the following recently developed 
special provision: 


Special Provision E-< 


’ The Purchaser shall immediately discontinue specified construction or timber 
harvesting operations upon written notice from the Contracting Officer that: 


(1) threatened, or endangered plants or animals protected under the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973, as amended, may be affected by the operation and a 
determination is made that consuftation or reinitiation of consuitation is 
required concerning the species prior to continuing operations or. 


(2) ‘federal candidate (Category | and 2), sensitive or State listed epecies 
protected under BLM Manual 6840 - Special Status Species Managermert - 
have been discovered and s determination is made thet continued operations 
would affect the species or ts habitat. 


Diecontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt of written instructions 
and authorization by the Contracting Officer. 


in the evert that operations are halted under the special provision E-4 the 
Bureau has several courses of action: 


a. Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) within the 
vicinty of an ow pair until i is documented that nesting or fledging is 
completed or that nesting was not initiated or f intiated hed failed. 


b. Negotiate with the Purchaser and modily the timber sale by dropping s 
uni that is causing the “may affect’. 


In addRion to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be written into the contract 
to seasonally restrict operations in thse areas that are close (within e 0.5 mie) to 
owl nests or activity centers to avoid harassment of owls or thelr progeny. For 
@arnple no burning would be allowed on any uni that is within a 0.5 mile of a 
confirmed nesting pair between the date nesting is confirmed and June 30 of the 


nesting yea: unless modified by the widitte biologist. 


The Bureau wil give strong consideration to adopting the Disturbance criteria 
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roost and nest sites dus to Rs proxdmity to the Willamette Valley. No designated roost 
stands have been identified in this portion of the resource area, and removal of this 

timber wil reduce future options for designating such sites. These two unis wil 

remove 8 signiicart portion of the few stands, totalling only a few hundred acres, o! 
: eppropriate roost habRat in federal ownership in this area near the valley. 


6. interrelated and interdependert Actions 


. 

About 4000 fest of existing dirt road on private land will be renovated, with an additional 

1000 feet of new road construction on private land, in order to access Uni 4. This new 

construction wil occur in timber about 40 years of age. The last 500 feet of road 

: construction wil occur within the timber sale area. and remove suRable hebRat that is part of 
the timber sale volume. The road is not planned for gravelling, but the contractor may do at 
cortractor option. Unit 2 requires renovation of 3000 feet of closed roadway on BLM 
twough 150 year old timber to access the uni. Plans are to gravel the roadbed at the end of 
haufing activities. 


As a ream of the proposed action, the post harvest activities of slash disposal and vee 
plarting could occur on approximately 156 acres. These actions wil have negligible effects 
On spotted ow hebRat. if & is determined that the slash disposal activity may present an 
adverse situation to a nesting pair(s) of owls or the young produced, timing restrictions wil 
be instituted to reduce or eliminate the adverse effect Although slash burning activities wil 
reduce the amount of down woody material on the sale uni Rt is not expected to appreciably 
aflect the potertial of the site to provide fiture habRat for prey species of the owl. The slash 
burning targets the finer, lighter fusis and does not normally reduce the number of larger 
down woody pieces, bul maw reduce their overall size. These larger pieces would be 
carried over into the new forest stand to meet hab&at requirements for selected prey 


species. 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial thinning and fertilization of the 
regrowing stand may occu. This action would not have any adverse impact as R would 
involve the treatment of non-hebRat. This action may heve some long term positive or 
negative effects upon ow! habitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and fertilization wil 
be treated es a separate action and heve been consuited upon informally. 


C. Cumulative impacts 
Possitie Stuations 
1. There are approkdmately S00 acres of suitable habitat on (private or state land) within 
the section of land where the proposed action is located and those private sections 
adjoining the section where the action is proposed as of February 1, 1991. This 


represents about 45 % of the total habitat available prior to the proposed action A 
check of OOF permit applications indicated 120 acres would be harvested in the 
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toreseuntie faure or no plans to harvest edeted af the time of the check 


V. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 





, 
A *merraiives Considered 


Oustng the period covered by this Biclogical Aesssemert. the Bureau considered and utiized 
many Ghematives to avoid or reduce poterdial bnpact of timber sales on spotted cats and 
Gut habhet. Atematives considered and tnglemerted inchaded locating tmber extes only in 
evens where no oats were located, Gopping asles or ele wa, Gopping cafe wis within 
tw partcuter rads of any incen cal ohes for the epeciic province, partial cadiing units 
inetend of clearcudling and echeduiing timber esies in uneuiabte ont habhet. The Bureau 
has adopted the “Jamison Strategy’ and has also reduced former cit levels in the Const 
Range Resource Area trom 60 million board fest per year to apprasémately 36 milion board 
feat in FYS1. Some of the epeciic modilications (at the Gureau adopted Ging ta 
preplanring Gevelopmers of the 33 AND | timber sate to provide protection for epotted ows 
ard euftatie habia inctude the folowing A | acre patch of young confers and hardwoods | 
wah 6 large enrages wes retained in uri 4 and @ 2 acre dope stably buffer edats adjecert to 
una §. 


The Jamison Suategy and Managemera Guidelines that are being adopted by the Bureau 

: beginntig with the FY 1991 timber sate plan varies trom the ISC spotted owl plen/strategy in 

providing euftable habiet for spoted oats. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jemison 

Strategy incorporates ef protection of suttable hebRat in the SC Commines’s HCAs | 
twough 4 and that which occurs on lands aflocaied for ciher resource vatuss in the land use 


plans. 


AdGiioraiy the Jarcison Suategy rairtaire ancther $0,000 acres of suitable habRat. 
statewide, reserved fom harvest in the OOPW Agreement Areas Wut were not part of the 
land use plan aiocations or the ISC Swategy. The Jemison Strategy implemerts nearly af 
the ICS recommendations except application of the 50-11-40 née. 


iengiemertaiion of the Jamison Srategy in FY 1901 wl reduce District harvest to 
epprosimately 147 milion board tect. This is a decrease fom the approved anual 
eiowabie cat of 223 million board test and also lower than the vohsne for the FY8S and 
FYGO set by te Section 316 harvest level of 360 million board feet for the two year period. 
This recuits in @ harvest reduction of approximately 33 million board fest annually for FYO! 
and FYG2 based on the approved annual allowable cul. 


Conservation measures inplemerted by BLM inciude the BLM/Oregon Departnert of Fish 
and Widile Spotted Owl Management Agreement signed in December 1987. in the 

egreemert, BLM agreed to defer timber harvest around §D spotted ow sites resulting in the 
short-term protection of 238,000 ecres of sultable habRat, statewide. Over 108.000 of these 
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in compliance wih the Jamison Strategy. this timber sale does not lie within any HabRat 
Conservation Ares (HCA). 


There is S500 fest (7.6 ACRES) of road right-cl-way construction invoived in this timber sale. 
(eter to Apperdix 6, Table 2, unt number E-91-110RW of the 33 AND 1 timber sais). 


DESCRIPT:ON OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 





The affected emdtronmert that occurs in the vicinity of the 33 AND 1 timber sale is described in 
the Eugene Timber Managemert Pian, 61S for the Dlewict. NEPA compliance documents in the 
form of individual ertronmertal assesemerts ere prepared annually. These ernvironmertal 
essesemerts may be revieed, I necessary, based on the outcome of this biological assessment 
and/or after formal coneuitation The affected environmert hes also been described in the 
folowing documents that heve been previously shared wih the Service: Spotted Ow 
Environmertal Assessmert (February 1987) the formal consuitations on the Bureau's Pre 38 and 
Section 38 Timber Sate Programs (Juty 1990) and the Jamison Sirsiegy and Managemert 
Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Ow (September 1990). 






A The Northern Spotted Ow 


Numerous publications heve described the biology of the northern spotted owl and the 

major structural componerts of Rs primary hab&at. The best scientific information on the 
spotied ow is contained in the publication “Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Ow in 
Oregon,” (Forsman 1987) and in the interagency Scientific Cornmittee (ISC) report entitied “A 
Conservation Strategy for the Northern Spotted Owl (Thomas 1980). 


Foreman 1960, and Thvelidl and Mesiow 1900, further describe spotted owl habRat use in 
the Oregon Coast Range Province in which this timber sale is located. 


SuRable spotted owl hab&at on Bureau lands is defined as forest land over 80 years oid 
(see Appendix 8. Table 3 and Jamison Strategy Plan overiays). 


BLM's pre-Section 38 and Section 38 formal consuftation documents and the Jamison 
Strategy's. maps and overtays. preserted spotted ow! data on distribution, occupancy and 
reproduction data for known ow sites on BLM lands and aujecert private lands in western 
Oregon. Appendix C updates spotted owl occupancy and reproduction collected during 
invertories and monforing conducted during FY 1990. The map overiays provide updated 
information on owd site occurrence end distribution and a display of suftable habitat 
Giatritazion on BLM tends. The ivormation on the specific owl sites located within the 
vicinity of the 33 AND 1 timber sale is highfighted in Appendix B, Table 1 and Jamison 


Strategy Map Overteys. 
ANALYS'S OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 











The proposed action will have an impact on the federally listed northem spot. ow. 
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The proposed 33 AND 1 timber sale wil remove 156 acres of suitable habitat from 
Bureau lands in the Oregon Coast Range Province. This sale occurs in the Oregon 


.. Coast LArea of Concer. The clearcut method of timber harvest will be used. 


" to 0.49%-{7S6 of 92.190 seres)}-f-the suttable habitat 
in that portion of the Oregon Coast Range Province that lies in the Coast Range 
Resowce Area. Refer to Appendix 8. Table 2 for effects of the sale on sultable habitat. 


This green tree timber sale is not located in any Habitat Conservation Area. 
impacts on Known Ow Sites — 


This proposed sale action will impact no known ow sites based on the 1.5 mile radius 
for this province, but unit No. 5 of this sale does lie within 1.7 miles of the Low Pass 
ow site center. For that portion of the Oregon Coast Range Province in the Coast 
Range Resource Area t equates to 0% of the pair sites and 33% of the territorial 
singies._ The nearest pair site center is located 2.8 miles.§o the northwest (Swartz 





_ Creel: This sale resuits in the incidental take of no ow pairs end no ow singles 
- based on USFWS guidelines. information on the individual sites and thelr status under 


the standards pre and post harvest are shown in Table 1. information on the 
occupancy and reproduction records (1965-1990) on the impacted sitec « displayed in 
Appendix C. Ow surveys for this sale meet the sale survey protocol described on 
pa S Em, Comenans. 

it ls estimated that ipdipetetth eqeued chttetinn in Go ceetee ote tes 
been surveyed to date. However, each new field season brings the likelihood of 
finding new owl(s) in previously surveyed but unoccupied habRat. 


impacts on Dispersal Habitat 


With reepect to the S0-1-40 rule proposed by the ISC to provide dispersal habkat, the 
proposed sale will have the following effects. The sale occurs within 3 quarter 
townships. The acreage to be removed will not decrease the quarter townships below 
the 50% level for one township (60% to 51%), bus aaguiid drop a | wags tom 
20% to 19% and a third township from 16% to 13%,"post-harvest. Aieler to appendix D 
for specific acreages for the quarter townships impacted. ; 











The proposed action wil have an impact on the federally listed bald eagle. 


Unks 1 and 2 of this sale wii remove habitat that has potertis! vaiue for beid eagle 
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 





OREGON STATE OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 2965 (1300 N.E. 44th Avenue) 
PORTLAND. OREGON 97208 IN REPLY REFER TO 
6842.1 (932) 
FEB 15 199] 
MEMORANDUM 
Be To: Russell D. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and 


Wildlife Service, 2600 S.E. 98th Ave., Suite 100 
Portland, Oregon 97266 


: 
: From: State Director, Bureau of Land Management 


Subject: Request for Formal Consultation Pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered 
apees*s Act and 50 CFR 402.14 Concerning che FY 1991 
ISS ROAD Timber Sale. 


In accordance with Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended. the 
Oregon State Office. Bureau of Land es (Bureau) requests formal consultation 
on Pag 1991 WEISS ROAD timber sale which may effect threatened or endangered 
species. 


The sed action is the WEISS ROAD timber sale which is located within that portion 
of RANGE province that lies within the South Valley Resource Area of che 
Eugene District BLM. This sale is located in Township 19S R4W SEC 23 (Refer co <he 
vicinity map in the Attachment of the biological assessment). The timber sale ~ill 
remove 138 acres of suitable spotted owl itac from Bureau lands in the Coasc Range 
province in Western Oregon. 


The proposed WEISS ROAD timber sale was designed in conformance with the Bureau's 
direction provided by che Jamison Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy and che Management 
Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. 
The location and impact of this FY 1991 cimber sale was displayed on maps and overlays 
chat were presenced to the Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) in September 1990. 
Additional gap overlays are being cransmitted to the Service in the 1 consultation 
overview document based on informal consultation meetings held between the Bureau and 
the Service's Portland Field Office staff. These overlays display the current spoctzec 
owl distribution related to this timber sale and verified owl pair sites found in the 
province in which che sale occurs. 


we have analyzed the effects of the proposed WEISS ROAD timber sale on proposed. 
threatened and endangered species chat are known to occur in che vicinity of she 
timber sale. It is the conclusion of she attached biological assessment chat <his 
timber sale is likely to adversely affect the Northern Spotted owl or its habicac 

op ge we request cthac che Service initiate formal consultation on the WEISS ROAD 
timber sale. 


Please direct specific questions or requests for additional data on this 
consultation pac age to the Area Manager for che South Valley Resource Area, Eugene 
District office ( telephone 430-6987). 


: Attachments: Biological Assessment | (4; 
: Ocher Relevant Documents Associate State Director ar ee 
cc: FWS, Regional Direccor : s. y 
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BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
FY 1991 WEISS ROAD TIMBER SALE 
EUGENE DISTRICT 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 


INTRODUCTION 
The WEISS ROAD timber sale is one of 214 separate proposed timber harvest 


actions designed under the direction provided in the Bureau’s Jamison 
Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy and the Management Guidelines for the 


- Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. These 


documents and gaps with overlays were presented to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (Service) in September 1990 for reference. Additional 
map overlays providing new information and updating that provided in the 
previous overlays are included in the overview document that transmitted 
this and other individual FY 1991 cimber sale biological assessments from 
the Bureau to the Service for formal consultation. 


The purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and analyze the: 
impact of the proposed WEISS ROAD timber sale on any listed or proposed 
species pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The 
specie to be addressed in this biological assessment are the northern 


spotted owl (Strix occidentalis caurina). 


This proposed timber sale is in compliance with Record of Decision on che 
Eugene Timber Management Plan issued in 1983. This timber management 
plan remains in effect today while the district office develops a new. 
broader based Resource Management Plan (RMP). The RMP is scheduled to be 
implemented in October 1992. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 


The proposed WEISS ROAD timber sale is located within that portion of the 
OREGON COAST RANGE province that lies within the South Valley Resource 
Area of the Eugene BLM district office. Refer to Appendix A for a 
vicinity map that displays the location of the proposed timber sale. The 
Eugene District administers approximately 46,300 acres of forest land 
within che South Valley Resource Area, Coast Range province and 
approximately 60,700 acres of forest land within the South Valley 
Resource Area, Cascade province ‘Appendix B, Table 3). 


Table 3 also shows that of the approximately 14,100 acres of che 46,300 
acres of forest land in the South ‘allev Resource Area Coast Range 
province and approximately 18,500 acres of the 60,700 acres of forest 
land in the South Valley Resource Area Cascade province are over 80 years 
old. For purposes of this assessmen:. forest lands over 80 years of age 
were considered as suitable habica: for spotted owls unless otherwise 
specified in this document. This age group of forest stands is also che 
primary source of trees for harvest =o meet the resource area's 
contribution to the district’s annual cimber harvest goal. 
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The proposed action is to harvest 13@ acres of suitable habitat (82 acres 


of mature, 23 acres of mixed old gr es of old 
growth forest) by clearcutti “in SEED 6 hel ea cely 
$848 MBF of timber (refer to ndix B, Table 2 for detailed information 


on this timber sale). In compliance with the Jamison Strategy, no green 
timber sales are proposed in Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs). 


Appendix B, Table 3 displays the amount of dispersal habitat that exists 

on BLM lands in the Coast Range province, South Valley Resource Area. Ic 
is estimated that che proposed action will yield 5.85 million board feet 

of timber. There are no acres of road right-of-way construction involved 
in this timber sale. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the WEISS ROAD 
timber sale is described in the Eugene Timber Management Plan, EIS for 
the District. NEPA compliance documents in the form of individual 
environmental assessments are prepared annually. Currently these 


. emvironmental assessments are in a draft format and will be revised, if 


necessary based on the outcome of this biological assessment and/or after 
formal consultation. The affected environment has also been described in 
the following documents chat have been previously shared with the 
Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assessment (February 1987) the formal 
consultations on the Bureau's Pre-318 and Section 318 Timber Sale 
Programs (July 1990) and the Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines 
for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl (September 1990). 


A. The Northern Spotted Owl 


Numerous publications have described che biology of the northern 
spotted owl and the major structural components of its primary 
habicat. The besc scientific information on che spotted owl is 
contained in the publication “Distribution and Biology of the Spotted 
Owl in Oregon,” (Forsman 1987) and in the Interagency Scientific 
Committee (ISC) report entitled "A Conservation Strategy for the 
Northern Spotted Owl (Thomas 1990). 


The following research reports further describe spotted owl habitat 
use and habitat conditions in the Coast Range province in which this 
timber sale is located: Home Range Size and Habitat Utilization of 
Northern Spotted Owls in the Wolf Creek Study Area, Eugene BLM 
District, OR (Thrailkill and Meslow, 1990); Analysis of 11-40 
Conditions in the Forest Matrix--FY 91 Eugene Discricc Timber Sal: 
Plan (C.Thomas, District Biologist, Eugene BLM); and Habicac 
Ucilization by Spotted Owls On the Eugene District BLM (Forsman, 
1980). . Suitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands is defined as 
forest land over 80 years old (see Appendix B, Table 3). 


BLM’s pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation documents 
and the Jamison Strategy's, maps and overlays, presented spotted owl 
data on distribution, occupancy and reproduction data for known owl 
sites on BLM lands and adjacent private lands in western Oregon. 

Appendix C updates spotted owl occupancy and reproduction collected 
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during inventories and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. The map 
overlays provide updated information on owl site occurrence and 
distribution and a display of suitable (80+ year old) habitac 
distribution on BLM lands. The information on the specific owl sices 
located within the vicinity of the WEISS ROAD timber sale is 
highlighted in Appendix B, Table 1. 


IV. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 


A. 


Direct and Indirect Effects 


The proposed action will have an impact on the federally-ligted 
northern spotted owl. No other listed species will be affected. See 
also the CHOPPED HAMM sale. 


1. Suitable Habitat 


' The proposed WEISS ROAD timber sale will remove 138 acres of 
suitable habitat (including 4 acres of partial cut) from Bureau 
lands in che Coast Range province. This sale does not occur in 
any Area of Concern. The clearcut method of timber harvest will 
be used on most of the sale. Four acres will be partial cut. 
This will reduce che suitable habitat in che province overall and 
reduce the suitable habicac in chat portion of the Coast Range 
province that lies in the South Valley Resource Area. Refer to 
Appendix B, Table 2 for effects of the sale on suitable habitac. 
No green timber sales are located in HCAs. 


2. Impacts on Known Owl Sites 


This proposed sale action will impact one known owl site (Camas 
Swale Creek-2371) based on the 1.5 mile radius for the Coast 
Range Province. For that portion of che Coast Range province in 
the South Valley Resource Area it equates to 1 of 5 single sites 
and 1 of 31 active sites. This site has 603 pre-sale acres. The 
WEISS ROAD would drop this acreage to 465 and would constitute 
“cake” of one single site (Camas Swale-2371) according to 
guidelines used by the Service. The presale acreage within 0.7 
miles is 422 acres and would drop to a post-harvest acreage of 
340 acres. Information on the individual sites and their status 
under the standards pre and post harvest are shown in tables 1 
and 2. Information on che occupancy and reproduction records 
'1985-1990) on the impacced sites is displayed in Appendix C. 


Owl surveys for this sale <o meet the sale survey protocol 
described on page 6 of <t.s document. Units 1 and 2 have been 
surveyed 7 and & times respectively, and Units 3 and 4 were 
surveyed 6 times. Birds responded during surveys of 3 and 4 and 
led to the capture of the Camas Swale bird. 


Ic is estimated that 70% of =he BLM suitable spotted owl habitac 
im the Resource Area has Deen surveyed to date. We estimate that 
over 90% of the resident spotted owls in the owl concentration 
areas (HCA-012 & HCA-030) have been located. Surveys in che 











central Willamette Valley are less complete because habitat is 
more fragmented and has often had previous entry (salvage or 


‘ selective logging). 
3. Impacts on Dispersal Habicat 
4 With respect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the ISC zo provide 


dispersal habitat, the proposed sale will have the following 
effects. The sale occurs within quarter township 19S-4W-SE. The 
acreage to be removed will change the acreage of trees averaging 
: 11" (or more) and maintaining at least a 40% canopy coverage from 
the current (post FY9Q.level) 646 acres (of 1327) to $12 acres 
3 (of 1327) or from 469% to 39%. Refer to Appendix D for specific 
acreages for the quarter townships impacted. 


B. Interrelated and Interdependent Actions 


Road construction activity will not remove any additional acres of 
suitable spotted owl habitat beyond that r ported within the sale 
boundaries. Loss of habitat from harvest of rights-of-way is 
included as part of the proposed action (See Appendix B, Table 2). 





As a result of che proposed action, the post harvest activities of 

slash disposal and/or tree planting could occur on approximately 138 

: acres. These actions will have negligible effects on spotted owl 

| habitat. If it is determined chat the slash disposal activity may 

present an adverse situation to a nesting pair(s) of owls or the 

. young produced, ciming restrictions will be inscticuted to reduce or 
eliminate the adverse effect. Although slash burning activities 

K will reduce the amount of down woody material on the sale unic ic is 

not expected to appreciably affect the potential of che site to 

provide future habitat for prey species of the owl. The slash 

: burning targets che finer, lighter fuels and does not normally 

: reduce the number of larger down woody pieces. These larger pieces 
would be carried over into the new forest stand to meet habitat 

requirements for selected prey species. 

a 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial 
thinning and fertilization of the regrowing stand may occur. This 
: action would not have any adverse impact as it would involve che 
| treatment of non-habitat. This action may have some long term 
beneficial effect upon owl habicat. The pre-commercial thinning 
activity and fertilization will be treated as a separate action and 
have been consulted upon informally. 


C. Cumulative Impacts 


According to 1990 aerial photos. there is no suitable habitat 
remaining on state or private lands in the vicinity of this sale 
and/or within the radius of anv of the owl sites affected by che 
proposed action. 


v. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
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A. Alternatives Considered 





During the period covered by chis Biological Assessment, the Bureau 
considered and utilized many alternatives to avoid or reduce 
potential impact of timber sales on spotted owls and their habicac. 
Alcernatives considered and implemented included locating timber 
sales only in areas where no owls were located, dropping sales or 
sale units, dropping sale units within the particular radius of any 
known owl sites for the specific province, partial cutting units 
instead of clearcutting and scheduling timber sales in unsuitable owl 
habitat. The Bureau has adopted the “Jamison Strategy” and has also 
reduced former cut levels in the Resource Area from 69 million board 
feet per year to approximately 44 million board feet in FY91. There 
were no specific modifications that the Bureau adopted during the 
preplanning development of this timber sale to provide protection for 
spotted owls and suitable habitat. 


Conservation Measures 


The Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines that are being adopted 
by che Bureau beginning with the FY 1991 cimber sale plan varies from 
the ISC spotted owl plan/strategy in providing suitable habitat for 
spotted owls. This is by virtue of che fact that the Jamison 
Strategy incorporates -protection of suitable habitat (80+ year old) 
in the ISC Committee’s HCAs 1 through 4 and that which occurs on 
lands allocated for other resource values in the land use plans. 
Additionally the Jamison Strategy maintains another 50,000 acres of 
suitable habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW Agreement Areas 
that were not part of the land use plan allocations or the ISC 
Strategy. The Jamison Strategy implements nearly all che ISC 
recommendations except full application of the 50-11-40 rule. 


Iaplementation of the Jamison Strategy in FY 1991 will reduce 
District harvest to 147 million board feet. This is a decrease from . 
the approved annual allowable cut of 223 million board feet. It is 
also lower chan the volume for the FY89 and FY90 set by the Section 
318 harvest level of 360 million board feet for the two year period. 
This results in a harvest reduction of approximately 76 million board 
feet annually for FY91 and FY92 based on the approved annual 
allowable cut. 


Conservation measures implemented by BLM include the BLM/Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Spocced Owl Management Agreement 
signed in December 1987. In che agreement, BLM agreed to defer 

Ci: arvest around 110 spotted owl sites resulting in the 
protwetion of 239,000 acres of suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of 
these acres that are currently being protected are located outside of 
HCA categories 1 and 2. There is one ODFW agreement area (shared 
with Coast Range Resource Area, Eugene BLM) located outside HCAs 1 
and 2 within the South Valley Resource Area, Coast Range Province. 

It contains one additional owl site designated as a Category 3 HCA. 


Some of che forest land use allocations resulting from the 1983 
Timber Management Plans were designed to provide habitat diversity 
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for the species of wildlife inhabiting older forests. Over 46,300 
acres of 200 plus year-old forests were removed from the timber 
harvest base or placed on long rotation to provide for a variety of 
species, including the spotted owl, bald eagle, other forest raptors 
and riparian zone protection. Some of these acres are now 
incorporated with other land use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 


The Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to increase the 
number of “high priority” spotted owl sites being protected as 
BLM/ODFW Agreement Areas by twelve. These new Agreement sites were 
selected in cooperation with the Service and Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife. The new spotted owl sites enhance the 
distributional network of protected sites and resulted in 22,800 
acres of suitable spotted owl habitat being added to the 239,000 
acres included in the BLM/ODFW Agreement to insure the continued 
existence of spotted owls on western Oregon Bureau lands. The Bureau 
is committed to proteccing these owl sites through FY 1992. When che 
spotted owl recovery plan is completed che Bureau will incorporate 
the applicable recommendations/actions into future land management 
plan decisions. 


In addition, numerous sales have been modified (units deleted) or 
completely dropped as owls were discovered during pre-sale inventory. 
All sales will have been inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol 
summarized below. The protocol for surveying timber sales was 
discussed and developed at che BLM Biologist meeting in February 
1990. 


To conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 
- Conduct 3 complete surveys of the area in each of 2 years. 
Two night and one day visit are allowed towards chat 
count. If there is only time for 1 year of survey, 
conduct all 6 surveys in one season. 


° Occupancy surveys should be conducted between April 1 and 
July 31, with at least 2 surveys before June 1. 


- Wait a minimum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


- Survey all suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the sale 
area, unless it lies within 1 mile of a known owl site. 


. If owls are encountered, status (pair or single) will be 
determined by addi-::onal visits 


. The reproductive status determination is given a high 
priority when pair s-atus is known. Visits may continue 
until August 31 in some districts to verify reproductive 
status. 

Contingency Plans 


All FY 1991 cimber sales contracts will contain the following 
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recently developed special provision: 
. Special Provision E-4 


The Purchaser shall immediately discontinue specified 
construction or timber harvesting operations upon written 
notice from the Contracting Officer that: 


(1) threatened, or endangered plants or animals protected 
under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, may 
be affected by the operation and a determination is made 
that consultation or reinitiation of consultation is 
required concerning the species prior to continuing 
operations or; 


(2) Federal candidate (Category 1 and 2), sensitive or State 
listed species protected under 8LM Manual 6840 - Special 
Status Species Management - have been discovered and a 
determination is made chat continued operations would 
affect the species or its habitat. 


Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt of 
written instructions and authorization by che Contracting 
Officer. 


In the event that operations are halted under the special provision 
E-4 the Bureau has several courses of action: 


a. Require a seasor:! restriction (March 1 to September 30) 
wichin the vicin:.cy of an owl pair until ic is documented 
thac 

i. nesting or fledging is completed, 
ii. chat nesting was not iniciated or, 
iii. if iniciacted, had failed. 


b. # Negotiate with the Purchaser and modify the timber sale by 
dropping a unit chat is causing the “may affecc". 


In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be 
written into the contract to seasonally restrict operations in chose 
areas that are close (within a 0.5 mile) to owl nests or activity 
centers to avoid harassment of owls or their progeny. For example 
no burning would be allowed on any unit chat is within a 0.5 mile of 
a confirmed nesting pair between the date nesting is confirmed and 
June 30 of the nesting year unless modified by the wildlife 
biologist. 


The Bureau will give strong consideration to adopting the 
Disturbance criteria process for determining if consultation is 
required chat are presently being drafted by the PNW Spocced Owl RDA 
- technical task group. 


BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 
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It is che conclusion of this biological assessment thac che FY91 proposed 
WEISS ROAD cimber sale may adversely affect che northern spotted owl. 
This conclusion is based on the fact that this sale would remove 138 
acres of suitable habitat (80+ year old forest). The proposed harvest 
would also remove habitat in the Coast Range province within a 1.5 mile 
radius of one territorial singie owl site (Camas Swale-2371). 


Formal consulcation is requestec on chis timber sale which contain units 
that “may adversely affecc” the norchern spotted owl. The Bureau will 
continue to initiate consultation on any timber sale where a listed 
species is involved and where the Bureau has discretionary authority. 


Attachments/Documents 
1. Exhibit A - vicinity sap (computer map) 


- showing timber sale boundaries/units 
- affected owl sites with province radius circles 
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| Biological evaluations, as available 
a. Environmental Assessments - if available for individual cimber sales. 
4. Other relevant documents - studies, research, etc. (e.g., density study 


area progress report) 
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ANALYSIS OF 11-40 CONDITIONS IN 
THE FOREST MATRIX - FY 1991 
EUGENE DISTRICT TIMBER SALE PLAN 


To date the Eugene District has identified 41 potential timber sales totaling 
approximately 143.4 million board feet on approximately 3,818 acres. 


All but one of these sale actions are regular green timber units; the one 
exception being a salvage sale. All are within the forest matrix outside of HCA 
1 and 2 areas. All but the salvage sale affects forest stands of > 11 inches 
d.b.h. and > 40% canopy closure. However, the 421 acres of thinnings will not 
reduce canopy closure below 40%. None of the proposed sales are within HCA 3 or 
4 areas, BLM-ODFW Agreement Areas, or either of the two additional areas added 
under Section 318 of the unconstitutional Public Law 101-121. 


The forest matrix outside of HCA 1 and 2 categories consists of 171 quarter 
township assessment units where BLM administers 40, or more, acres of forest 
land. The sales identified occur in 50 of these 171 quarter townshios. 
Examination of the impact on the 11-40 conditions within the 50 quarter townships 
revealed the following: | 


a) For 26 of the quarter townships, the percentages of land in the 11-40 
condition was greater than, or equal to, 50% postharvest. 


b) An additional 4 quarter townships had 50% or more of their acreage in 
an 11-40 condition preharvest but fell below that level postharvest. 
The percentage decline ranged from 1% to 40%. 


c) The remaining 20 quarter townships had less than 50 percent of their 
acreage in an 11-40 condition prior to harvest, and as expected, had 
further reductions post harvest. 


The last page of this analysis is a ranking of the twenty-four quarter township - 

FY 1991 timber sale combinations where the 11-40 condition is dropped below 50% 
*8 ay of the FY 1991 sale, or is already below SO% prior to proposed FY 
l sales. 


The ranking is based on the District Wildlife Biologist’s professional judgement 
of the importance of the following five (5) factors: 






. There are 
two R.A.O.C.s in the Eugene District; the and the Southern 
sllamette North impgua corridor linking the Coast Range to the Cascades. 

e most important factor is whether locations are within either of these 
two R.A.0.C.s. Those inside the R.A.0.C.s are considered higher value than 
those outside. 


2. Proximity to HGA li and 25. Usefulness of quarter townships to help owls 
move between ls and 2s is the second most important factor. Quarter 
townships within twelve (12) miles of HCA 1 or 2 are considered more 


important than those farther away. Those within 12 miles of two HCAs (1 or 
2) were considered even more valuable. 
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3. Froxialty-tooul_pairs. Proximity of quarter townships to owl sites with 
a Of pair occupancy was the next consideration. Locations within 
three (3) miles of one, or more, owl pairs give quarter townships more 

than those farther away. 















- Quarter townships located 
n the typica solid block- rboard ownership pattern are 
considered to have potential and those outside of the pattern do 
not. Only three of 21 quarter townships are outside this pattern. 
Lands within these three quarter townships are less than one quarterseciton 
(160 acres) each. 
Ss. 





. The last consideration is the %-11-40 condition 
or to sale, ie., quarter townships with higher % of their land in an 
1-40 condition prior to the proposed FY $1 sale are more valuable than 


those with smaller % 11-40 condition. 





Arbitrary numerical values were assigned to each of the above factors for use in 
the ranking process. Note that quarter townships containing the Mack’s Rose, 
Jones » and Al Doane sales were placed at the bottom of the list (low 
Aust for owls) even though they were located inside a R.A.0.C. This was 

they, like the “Cassnor Peak" quarter “township", are outside the BLM 
“ownership” pattern. | 


A word of caution is in order. As mentioned above, this is ranking based on 


ee oe judgement of the District Biologist. Resource area biologists may 
of other factors, which in their view, may yaeatiy variations. Or, they may 
simply prefer other numerical values which could produce different rankings. 


The numerical values used in this ranking are as follows: 


1 - Location within a USF&WS R.A.0.C. = 20 

2 - Proximity to HCA ls and 2s = 10 per HCA 

3 - Proximity to owl pairs = 10 if distance < 3 miles 

4 - Location with BLM ownership pattern = no value assigned - 4 Qtr Twps/sales 


outside the pattern are lowest priority. 
5 - Sy for to the sale = actual % values for each Qtr Twp. prior to the 
sale 
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RANKING (DESCENDING ORDER OF VALUE) OF 24 QUARTER TOWNSHIPS 
FOR THEIR VALUE AS SPOTTED OWL DISPERSAL HABITAT PRIOR TO PLANNED FY 1991 SALES 





Rank Location 
No. 
1 20+20+10+45 
2 204+20+10+39 
3 20+20+10+34 
4 20+20+10+23 
5 20+20+10+30 
6 20+20+10+16 
7 20+10+10+53 
8 20+10+10+20 
9 20+10+10+16 
10 20+10+ 0+11 
ll 0420+ 0+49 
12 0+20+ 0+46 
13 0420+ 0+22 
14 0420+ 0+15 
15 0410+ 0+50 
16 0410+ 0+41 
18 O+ O+ 0+46 
19 0+ O+ 0438 
20 0+ O+ 0+19 
21 20+ O+ 0+ 8 
22 20+ 0+ 0+73 
23 20+ O+ 0+40 
24 14-01E-SW 0+ O+ 0+68 
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Sale {Mane} 


Table creek 

Young Leo (1 & 2) & Eddy Whittaker 
Alma Ranch 

Stennetts Fawn Fare 
Young Leo (3 & 4) 
Wild Bull 

Flatland 

Thirty-three & One (1 & 2) 
Thirty-three & One (3 & 4) 
Lake Creek 

Weiss Rd & Chopped Ham 
Fox Hollow 

Chopped Ham (4) 

Get Rat 

Middle Gossage 

Huck Finn 

Number Nine 

Tom Tom 

Toothpicks 

Mack’s Rose 

Jones Creek 

Al Doane 

Cassnor Peak 














APPEND D 


30-11-49 OATA FOR EUGENE DISTRICT 


SP..--++++ QTR.AC.... 1140.AC.90 1140.PCT 1140.AC.91 1140.PCT 


17S$-02W-SE 
17$-02W-sw 
17$-03E-NE 
17S$-03E-NW 
17$-03E-SE 
17S$-03E-SsW 
17S-O3W-NE 
17$-03W-NW 
17S-O3W-SE 
17S-03W-SW 
17S-O4W-NE 
17S-04W-NW 
17S-04W-SE 
17S$-04W-SW 
17$-OSW-NE 
175-OSW-NwW 
17S-OSW-SE 
17S-OSW-Sw 
17$-O6W-NE 
17$-06W-NW 
17S$-O6W-SE 
17S$-06W-SW 
17S-O7W-NE 
17S$-07W-NW 
17S$-O7W-SE 
17$-07W-SW 
17S$-O8W-NE 
17$-08W-NW 
17$-08W-SE 
17S-08W-SW 
17S$-O9W-NE 
17S-O9W-NW 
17$-O9W-SE 
17$-09W-SW 
17S-11W-NE 
17S-11W-NW 
17S-11W-SE 
17S-11W-sw 
18S-O1E-NE 
13S-O1E-NwW 
18S-O1E-SE - 
18S-O1E-SW 

18S-O1W-NE 

13S-01W-NW 

18$-O1W-SE 

18S-01W-SW 

18S-02W-NE 

18S-02W-NW 

18$-O2W-SE 

18S$-02W-SW 

13S-O4W-NE 

18S-04W-NW 

13S-O04W-SE 























37.62 
-00 
293.28 
4037.11 
-00 

-00 
119.80 
-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

.00 
44.00 
245.53 
2521.61 
2460.95 
1186.61 
2363.60 
1731.71 
696.53 
2548.73 
806.46 
373.30 
-00 

00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 
45.00 
155.07 
631.73 
1092.25 
1931.47 
2757.19 
2078.14 
677.45 
249.54 
259.49 
-00 

.00 

.00 

00 

-00 
39.10 


37.62 
-00 
267.380 
3533.55 
-00 

-09 
40.00 
-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-0O 

-00 

-00 

.00 

-00 

-00 
44.00 
38.20 
1285.96 
2084.41 
1029.87 
1574.63 
1416.83 
696.53 
1215.43 
351.17 
275.85 
-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 
149.06 
901.28 
464.22 
1393.86 
1246.12 
602.56 
230.88 
258.53 
-00 

.00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 
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37.62 
00 
267.80 
3396.55 
.00 

.29 
40.245 
-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

.00 

-00 

00 

.00 

.00 
44.00 
.00 
1285.96 
2084.41 
1029.87 
1574.63 
1416.83 
696.53 
1215.43 
351.17 
275.85 
.00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

.00 

-00 

.00 

.00 
149.06 
901.28 
368.22 
1393.86 
1231.12 
602.56 
230.88 
258.53 
.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 
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"$0-11-40 DATA FOR EUGENE DISTRICT 
ot QTR.AC.... 13¢ 


18S-04W-SW 
18S-0OS5W-NE 
13S-CSW-NW 
18S-05W-SE 
18S-CSW-SW 
13S-06W-NE 
12S-06W-NW 
12S-O6W-SE 
18S-060-SW 
18S-07W-NE 
18S-07W-NW 
18S-07W-SE 
18S-07W-SW 
18S-O8W-NE 
18S-O8W-NW 
18S-O08W-SE 
12S-08W-SW 
18S-O9W-NE 
138S-09W-NW 
18S-O09W-SE 
18S-09W-SW 
18S-1OW-NE 
18S-10W-NW 
18S-10W-SE 
18S-10W-SW 
18S-11W-NE 
18S-11W-NW 
18S-11W-SE 
18S-11¥-SW 
18S-12W-NE 
13S-12W-NW 
18S-12W-SE 
13S-12W-SW 
L19S-O1LE-NE 
_19S-01E-NW 
L9S-O1LE-SE 
19S-01E-SW 
.9S-01W-NE 
195 -O1W-SE 














198-0 lW-SW " 


19$-02W-NE 
19$-02W-NW 
19S-02W-SE 
19S-02W-SW 
19$-03W-NE 
19$-03W-NW 
19$-03W-SE 
19S-03W-SW 
19$-04W-NE 
19$-04W-NW 
19$-04W-SE 
19S-04W-SW 


38.10 
41.10 
-00 
115.19 
-00 
579.47 
1793.42 
975.35 
3016.33 
2714.86 
1551.90 
2412.71 
3085.00 
2028.92 
1097.17 
2114.86 
1595.90 
123.29 
39.10 
00 

00 
153.52 
-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 
80.10 
-00 

-00 
95.56 
-00 

-00 

-00 
2558.69 


.00 | 


268.09 
-00 

-00 

-00 
38.13 
593.05 
113.37 
.00 
1808.04 
1057.70 
1.86 
90 
75.87 
314.98 
266.47 
543.66 
1327.45 
1385.31 


-AC.90 1140. 27CT 


38.10 
41.10 
-00 
45.55 
-00 
335.92 
1213.31 
493.33 
$61.77 
1522.79 
758.15 
761.27 
1943.60 
919.96 
602.81 
887.76 
374.98 
119.40 
39.10 
-00 
-00 
153.52 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
80.10 
00 
-00 
00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
2184.14 
-00 
143.10 
-00 
-00 
-00 
36.62 
395.68 
98.07 
-00 
1039.94 
293.92 
-00 
-00 
3.90 
48.90 
2.80 
252.10 
646.16 
301.32 
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100 
100 
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40 
0 
58 
68 
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32 
56 
49 
32 
63 
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38.10 
41.10 
-00 
-00 
-00 
335.92 
1213.32 
493.33 
961.77 
1484.79 
758.15 
761.27 
1943.60 
919.96 
602.81 
887.76 
374.98 
119.40 
39.10 
-00 
00 
153.52 
-00 
00 
-00 
-00 
80.10 
-00 
00 
00 
.00 
00 
00 
2184.14 
00 
143.10 
00 
00 
.00 
36.62 
372.68 
98.07 
00 
955.94 
293.92 
-00 
.00 
3.90 
48.90 
2.80 
191.10 
415.16 
261.32 
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$0-11-40 DATA FOR EUGENE DISTRICT 
BP........ GTR-AC.... 1140.AC.90 1240.PCT 1140.AC.91 1140.7CT 























30 91 
77.41 47.02 61 47.02 61 
.00 .00 0 00 0 
.00 .00 0 00 ° 
.00 .00 0 .00 0 
72.78 72.78 100 72.78 100 
.00 00 0 .09 0 
.00 00 0 .00 0 
.00 .00 0 00 0 
2608.18 771.11 30 771.11 30 
1901.85 732.52 39 732.52 39 
1869.40 631.05. 34 ©«©§=.: 601.05 32 
2932.64 1245.72 42. 1245.71 42 
2165.74 644.71 30 591.71 27 
1711.37 671.09 39 568.09 33 
19$-08W-SE 2766.79 1788.02 65 1788.02 65 
19S-08W-Sw 1825.53 392.75 22 392.75 22 
19S-O9W-NE 00 00 0 00 0 
19S-09W-NWw 00 .00 0 00 0 
19S-09W-SE 00 .00 0 00 0 
19S-09W-SW 00 .00 0 00 0 
20S-O1E-NE 00 .00 0 .00 0 
20$-01E-NW 81.14 53.72 66 53.72 66 
20$-O1E-SE .00 .00 0 .00 0 
20$-01£-SW 00 .00 0 00 0 
20S-01W-NE 00 .00 0 .00 0 
20S-01W-NW 773.72 589.35 76 564.35 73 
20$-01W-SE 00 00 0 .00 0 
20$-01W-SW 311.44 206.44 66 206.44 66 
20$-02W-NE 2119.96 1063.15 50 1034.15 49 
20S-02W-NW .00 .00 0 .00 0 
20$-02W-SE 1628.33 787.97 48 787.97 48 
| 20$-02W-SW 1675.19 246.91 is 218.91 13 
20$-03W-NE 231.46 93.22 40 93.22 40 
20$-03W-NW $2.02 11.26 2 11.26 2 
: 20S-03W-SE 00 00 0 .00 0 
20$-03W-SW 76.40 42.90 56 42.90 56 
208-04W-NE 1603.56 ~~ 462.06 29 462.06 29 
20$-04W-NW 889.36 $67.73 64 567.73 64 
20S-04W-SE 925.41 685.63 74 640.63 69 
208-04W-SW 2198.55 1637.14 74 1637.14 74 
20S-OSW-NE - 00 .00 0 00 0 
20$-0SW-NW 00 .00 0 00 0 
20$-0SW-SE 00 00 0 00 0 
20S-0SW-SW 15.87 15.87 100 15.87 100 
20$-06W-NE 00 .00 0 .00 0 
20S8-06W-NW 00 00 0 00 0 
20$-06W-SE 00 .00 0 00 0 
20$-06W-SW 00 .00 0 00 0 
20S-06WS-N 294.78 170.18 $8 170.18 58 
20S-06WS-N .00 .00 0 .00 0 
20$-06WS-S 00 ,00 0 00 0 
20S-06WS-S .00 .00 0 00 0 
20S-07W-NE 3225.78 1811.13 $6 1811.13 56 
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229.54 
2176.90 
437.46 
505.24 
273.55 
-00 

00 
581.46 
154.86 
-00 

-00 

. «00 
823.14 
-00 
373.27 
2087.96 
275.86 
114.77 
323.91 
2035.42 
467.85 
2251.00 
1553.96 
.00 

-00 

.00 

00 

-00 

-40 

-00 

-00 

-00 

00 

60 

00 
2146.77 
661.01 


315.29 
-00 
-00 

778.93 


-00 
479.84 
-00 
172.23 
1240.60 
120.48 
27.11 
46.41 
572.98 
409.37 
1477.02 
727.21 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
00 
-00 
484.13 
703.54 
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315.29 
-00 
-00 

778.93 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 

489.39 

331.85 

$75.81 

445.36 

140.25 

1296.72 
574.57 
75.63 
63.92 

632.89 

106.42 

256.92 

273.55 
00 
00 

388.07 


134.23 
1194.60 
120.48 
27.11 
46.41 
572.98 
409.37 
1477.02 
727.21 
.00 
-90 
.90 
.00 
00 
.00 
00 
-00 
00 
.00 
00 
90 
397.13 
703.54 
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TR.AC.... 1140.AC.90 1140.PCT 1140.AC.91 1140.PCT 
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4.60 
-00 
218.47 
-00 
-00 
-O6 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
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218.47 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
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APPENDIX B. Definions of Column Head-ngs used in Tabies 
BL Table 1 Cotuma Heading Defianions 
OWL INFORMATION: 


* OWL SITE: - ksoen © iocauons, including locations of tes with evidence of sustained use by Owls. and sites wrth 
exty tqxtdontet \esast 


IDNO - uaque identification nusider for each ow! site. Consists of a four dig Master Site Number an¢ may have an attached 
Alternate Location code wc? Cesignates a site center that has moved from a previous location. [DNO's greater than 4000 
have an attached T to ie¢<s°< 4 temporary site center for inagental owt locauions. 

STATUS - P« pair has bees verified during at least one year since 1985S. 2© territorial male and female, pair status 1s 
unknown. S« single territorial owl observed during at least one year since 1985S, with no pair venfied Gunng that ume. \= 
historic Ow sis, but no terntonal owts verified since 1985. 

YR- year ic etch a pair has last been verified at a site. OO pair never verified at site. 


HCA - HCA catagory | thr 4 (as listed in the ISC report), for sale units that overiap HCA boundanes. 0« sale unit does 
not lie mthin HCA. 


HCAID - identification number of cach HCA 


RESL? - Y= the area within °.7 miles of sie center lies wholly on reserved lands. P © part of area wutin 2 m5 25 on 
reserved lands. Ne area within 0.7 miles lies compictely owtside of any reserved lands. Reserved lands are areas nsw at 
the Director level or higher. 


PREHARVEST OWL ACRES WITHIN PROVINCIAL RADIUS 
Owl acres refers to suitable spotted owl habitat (generally 80+ years of age). Physiographic prowmince and associaied mean 


Acreages listed reflect suitable habitat emsting on BLM, State, and Private lands. 
0.7 + owi acres within 0.7 miles of site center. 
.7-RAD - owl acres lying berween 0.7 and the provincial radius. 
TOTAL - total owl acres within promncal radius. 
TIMBERSALE INFORMATION: 
SALE NAME and UNIT - specific sale name and unit that lies sithin the provinnal radius of a known ow! site. 
SR? - Yes or No~ will there be # seasonal restnction on harvest ° 
OWL ACRES OF SALE UNIT EFFECTING OWL SITE 


0.7 + ow acres of sale unit lying ehin 0.7 miles of owt site. 
7-RAD - owl acres in sale unit ing Derween 0.7 mules and prowncial radius of owl sie. 
TOTAL - total owt acres of sale out ing sthin prowincial radius of owl sue. 


SALE UNIT EFFECTS ON OWL SITES: 


POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


0.7 + owl acres remaining sittin 0 * mules of Owl cute after this sale unit, by self, is harvested. = 
.7-RAD + owl acres remaining Derwern 0.7 miles and the prowncial radius of the owl sie after (his tale unit, dy 


vtseif, ws harvested. 
TOTAL - total owl scres remaining thin the prowncal radius of the owt site after this unit. Dy self. 6 


harvesied. 


i fled - 
. 7 100] 






ro SEP 














CUMMULATIVE POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 
07 - owt acres remaining within 0.7 miles of owi site after this sale unit, and all prior units effecting this sue are 
TRAD - owt acres remaining berwees 0.7 miles and the provincial radius of the ow! site after this sale unit, and ail 
TOTAL - total owt scres remaining within the provincial radius of the owl site after this unit. and all pnor units 
effecting this site are harvested. 


7% ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yes or No - does at least 70 acres of suitable habitat exist sround ow site center before harvest of sale unit. 
POST - Yes or No - wéli at least 70 acres of suitable habitat remain around owl site center after harvest of this sale 
wast 


B2 Tabie 2 Columa Heading Definitions 


SALE NAME and UNIT - legai name of specific timbersaie and units withio sale. 


AREA OF CONCERN - CG Columbia Gorge, CR Coast Range, SP= Santiam Pass, SW South Willamette/Nomh 
Umpqua, RUs Rogue/Umpqua, I-5 © [-5/Ashiand 


MAY EFFECT - Me may effect situation arising from hacvest of suitabie habitat, Y=* may effect situation arising {rom a 
reasoa other than harvest of suitable habitat, N= no effect 


HCA - HCA catagory | thru 4 (as iisted ia the ISC report), for sale waits that overlap HCA boundanes. 0© saie uni Coes not 
lie within HCA. 


HCAID - identification number of each HCA. N/A@ unit Goes not lie within HCA. 


SALE UNIT ACRES TO BE REMOVED 
TOTAL - total acreage within each sale unit. 
SUTT. - suitable ow! habitat (generally 8+ years of age) within the sale unit 


HARVEST METHODS TO BE UTILIZED 


HARVEST METHOD « CLEAR CLT. SELECT CUT, THINNING, SALVAGE (including down trees. hazard trees. and 
green trees amociated with salvage unis), ROAD R.O.W. (units to be cieer cut for road nghtof-eys). 


TOTAL - toca! acreage within each sale unit to be removed by harvest method. 


SUTT. - suitable owt habitat (generally 80+ years of age) within the sale unit. Aa asterick (*) indicates select cul unis rat 
have suitable ow! habuat wuhin them and which wii remasm sustabdle after harvest due 0 canopy cover not deing rec uced 


below 40 percent. 
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Bi Table 3 Columa Heading Definions 


DISTRICT - BLM District same 
* RESOURCE AREA - identifies « unique Resource Ares within each District 


eee epee © Ranta Ase Gary ef pootare trentartes outet 
wpoa request 


ACRES IN PORESTED LAND < ( figures presented bere reflect 1990 analysis). 


DISPERSAL - forest ecres withia each Province portios of a Resource Area that are 40 to 80 years old and offer cuspersal 
bebita: for sported owls, as defined ia [SC report 


SUTTABLE - forest scres within each Province portion of « Resource Ares that are 80 to 200 years old. (Note: Table | and 
Table 2 define ‘suitable habitat’ and ‘ow! acres* as greater thas 80 years old SUTTABLE is presented here as 80-200 yeas 
old to allow preseatatios of data op OLD GROWTH acres). 


OLD GROWTH - forest acres withia each Province portion of a Resource Ares that are st least 200 years oid. (Nowe: thu 
babitat has been lumped into “SUTTABLE™ ia Tadie | and 2). 


TOTAL - total land ares withia each Provioce poruoe of e Resource Area that w forested. 


TOTAL SALE ACRES TO BE REMOVED 


ALL SALES - total acreage of all sales withia each Province portice of s Resource Area. 


MAY EFFECT - acreage of ail cale waits that will remove suitable owl habitat (80+ years of age) or that may effect ows 
other thas ly removel of suiteble habitat (Le. pommbie disturbance to knows owl site, removal of soe habitat where unit has 


act bees verified to be uscecuged ecoorting 10 protocnl). 


TOTAL SUITABLE OWL ACRES TO BE REMOVED 


ALL SALES - toca! acreage of all sales withis each Province pornos of a Resource Ares that will remove suiabie cw had ii 
(values wil alweys be the same as the MAY EFFECT vaives listed in thas category, sunce any sale that removes suiiabic 
habitat will be coamdered as « may effect) 


MAY EFFECT - acreage of ali sale units that will remove suitable ow habitat (80+ years of age) 


SUITABLE HABITAT REMOVED THAT WILL RESULT IN TAKE 


MAY EFFECT - acreage of ail sale units that will remove suitebdie owl habitat (80+ years of age), and will result in ace. 
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APPENDIX C. SUMMARY OF SPOTTED OWL 


OCCUPANCY AND REPRODUCTION, 1985-1990 


BLM--EUGENE DISTRICT 
02 JANUARY 1991 


NAME Y85 J85 Y8s J8S Y87 J87 Y88 Je3 Y89 J89 Y90 J90 


*® RESOURCE AREA 243 


? ALMA ae eee, £ | 0 0 
S CAMAS SWALE CREEK a ee. ee |. ee iz 
5 DOE HOLLOW won: ere. © ae 
P HAIGHT CREEK ae ae ee . 2. ee s 0 
? HIGH POINT a ae Se Ce P Oo 
? LETZ CREEK ie ee eee Ee P Oo 
° LOWER BUCK CREEK oe he ie Ta. ae P 3 
> REDFORD CREEK a ae ae ee — ae. « 
* RUSSELL CREEK ee ee ae Oe P 0 
“SHAW CREEK ae eee 2g P 0 
> S$IUSLAW FALLS -—-— -— & § 2 0 0 
® SMTTH CREEK WEST eae: ioe, 8 © P Oo 
<<" ZER BUCK CREEK a ee ae ae. | 0-0 
1.) PR 

a S MOL 
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L792a 
EA-90-39 
0597s 


PRELIMINARY 
Finding cf iio oo Impact 
rt 


° 
The South Valley Resource Area FY 1991 Timber Sale Plan 
Environmental Assessment 


The Bureau of Land Menageast Eugene District has analyzed a proposal for 
accomplishment of che 1991 annual timber sale program requirements for the 
South Valley Resource Area established bY -~ Eugene Record of Decision 

e ene 


(ROD). tember 1983 and supported by Timber Management Final 
Savlosentecsl Impact Statement (FEIS), May 1983. 


The proposal, associated design features and potential mitigation measures 
are described in che attached Environmental Assessment No. 90-EA-90-39 
The annual timber sale plan environmental assessment (EA) is usuall 
published in May, os to che beginning of the fiscal year on October l. 
However, the FY 1991 sale plan, EA and sale offerings have been delayed while 
BLM consults with che U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFW) on potential 
impacts of the sale plan on che northern spotted owl, a species listed as 
threatened by the USFW on July 23, 1990. 


The attached EA and this FONSI are tiered with che aforementioned FEIS and 
ROD. Other related environmental documencation includes the Programmatic 
Environmental Assessment Record for Timber Management in Western Oregon (PEAR 
oettee’ Each of these documents may be reviewed at the Eugene Districc 

ce. , 


If adopted, the project design features and mitigation measures identified 
for the pospece’ im the attached EA would assure chat no significant adverse 
impacts would occur to the environment ocher chan those already addressed in 
the Eugene Timber Management FEIS. Project design features and mitigation 
measures are cose directed towards those impacts described by the EIS as 
significant impacts of the ten-year timber management plan. A Final Finding 
of No Significant Impact and Decision Record will be prepared for each 
proposed timber sale prior to the sale offerings. 


Determination: 


On the basis of the information contained in the EA, and all other 

information available to me as summarized above, it is my determination thac 
the Myo does not constitute a aes Federal action affecting che quality 
of che environment. Therefore a new EIS or supplement to the existing EIS is 


unnecessary end.will not be prepared. 


Date: alas 
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Envirourental Assessment No. ORO90-£A-90-39 
FY 1991 Timber Sale Plan 
South Valley Resource Area 
Need for Proposal 
The South Valley Resource Area proposes to implement an annual timber 
sale program to assist in meeting the commitment for the Eugene 
Districc (BLM) as established by the Eugene Timber Menagement Plan 
~ og of ensatee ane eeeee, eens A ne ot That decision meets 
sect for n Eugene Timber Management Final 
gIs ( _of a 1 (pp. 1-2). The statutes, policy and planni 
criteria foundat ae ee set forch-in-the F Er 
and Record of Cecis ). FY 1991 timber sale plan proposal is 
based on possey gesgenes contained in Oregon State Office Instruction 
Memorandum No. OR-90-428, dated June 11, 1990. 






The FEIS analyzed the impacts of che District's ten-year timber 
management plan, conducted on lands allocated to intensive timber 

t by the Discrict’s Management Framework Plan. The Discrict 
assigns re ibilicy for developing and implementing the annual sale 
plan to @ of the District’s three Resource Areas. The following 
document examines the impacts of che South Valley Resource Area's 
annual plan. This analysis is presented in two parts: 


The first portion of the EA looks at the 

ts o sale plan and compares chem to the impacts 
projected as an average annual impact in the FEIS. It also analyzes 
the cumulative impacts of the proposed action on the watersheds within 
the Resource Area, considering not o-.ly activicies on BLM-adminiscered 
lands, but also che projected impacts of timber MBfiagement activities 
of other landowners. 


: The second parc ot the EA analyzes in tabular form the 
rt action for each proposed sale unit. A vicinity map shows the 
ocation of each unit. 


Additional environmental documentation about each proposed sale unit 
~ 5 reviewed in the South Valley Resource Area office during regular 
° . ttyl ‘ 


ce hours. <“"~- 
. 


To contribute to the Eugene District's commicment to offer 147 million 
board feet (MMBF) of timber for sale in FY 1991, the Area Manager has 
selected 31 sale units of timber with a total volume of 37.6 million 
board feet (MMBF). Transporting the poapeses volume from the landing 
to the 1l or other destination, would require road construction or 
- Generally roads to be constructed in this plan are 
dead-end spurs, each seaseesng onty one unit. Roads into some thinning 
units are more extensive and develop more area. All roads vere 
analyzed regarding the economic and environmental benefits of surfacing 
rock and whether roads should remain in the permanent transportation 
systea. Where administrative access or erosion control (with 
surfacing) were not needed, roads were left dirt surface. Of the roads 
analyzed in this EA only the road systems into SV91-4.3 and SV91-15.1 
are r red to be surfaced, both for access and/or future developmenc. 
Some of che dirt roads may be surfaced ac the purchaser's option, if 
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necessary, for wet weather hauling. Erosion control measures on the 
roads that remain dirt include a variety of the following: water 
Dessing. Slecks or subsoiling the road and planting trees. 
roximately 2.9 acres of new construction and ers road are being 
subsoiled and restored to productive ey Where wildlife protection 
is necessary, roads will be blocked off to prevent access. 


Management treatments and project design features of sales 
offered under the Eugene District Timber ! ement Plan are 
presented in the FEIS on pages 5-11. A detailed description of 


these operational practices can be found in artis ann Season 4 
r me accivicies are c mn accordance 


with the land use allocations and associated t praccices 
of the Eugene District Management Framework Plan (MFP) 


project pane features that mitigate impacts to watershed, wildlife. 
f ries other resources aré applied as described in the MFP and 
summarized in the FEIS and Record of Decision. 


Tables 1 and 2, which are attached, describe actions for 
individual units. 


Inkerrelasionshios 


The Eugene District coordinates and interacts with other federal, state 
and local agencies on a continuing basis regarding resource sanagemenc. 
Pages 12 to 17 of the FEIS contain an overview of this interaction. 

environmental assessment is presented to the State of Oregon's 
Interagency Clearinghouse and appropriate local clearinghouses for 
review by affected agencies. 


On December 22, 1987, BLM and the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife signed “The BLM-ODFW Agreement for Spotted Owl ement on 
BLM Lands in Western Oregon". Under this agreement, BLM will protecc 
spotted owl habitat in 1/ areas in the Eugene District for the duration 
of che current planning cycle. Eleven of chose areas are in the South 
Valley Resource Area. Section 318 of Public Law 101-121 (October 1989) 
resulted in protection of two additional habitat areas in the Eugene 
District; one of those areas is in the South Valley Resource Area. 


In compliance with Section 7 (a) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
(as amended) and Bureau of Land Management Manual Section 6840.21, che 
Eugene District will consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on 
each “may effect" timber sale concerning its potential effects on 
northern spotted owls and their habitat. The results of BLM’s formal 
consultations with the USFWS, and any modification of proposed timber 
sales which result from those consultations, will be documented in che 
Final FONSIs and Decision Records which are prepared for the individual 


sales. : 


Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences 


The South Valley Resource Area is located in the southern portion of 
the District (see attached aap). A general description of the affected 
environment can be found in the FEIS on pages 19 to 46. Land 
allocations set forth in the MFP and described in the FEIS (Table C-2. 
p. 143) exclude from timber harvest those lands allocated for cultural 


$00 














resources, research natura) «reas, third order and larger riparian 
areas, habitat for chreate:s< and endangered species, and other 
resource areas of significanc value. 


The actions described in Section II of this assessment vould 
cause environmental impacts. These impacts are presented in 

cer 3 and summarized on Table 1-3 of the FEIS (p. 10). As 
i ted there, analysis reveals only minor impacts on the 
following resources: climate, geology, topography, ainerals, 
erasing. ageteulease. utilities, communication sites, energy use 
and wilderness. In addiction, analysis of the proposed FY 1 
timber sale program indicates that only sinor ts vould occur 
to the following resources: recreation, cultural, and 
socic-economic values. 


Each proposed timber sale unit was visited and anal fo 
environmental features chat spo be affected by - 
action. The following discussion describes certain features of 


the affected environment, significant pensees design , Saeuses and 
mitigating measures for proposed units. impacts been 


identified that would exceed those addressed in the FEIS and 
timber management decision referenced in Section I of this 
assessment. The following are impacts of importance based upon 
site-specific analysis of the proposal. 


A. ALE 


The South Valley Resource Area plans to broadcast burn 88 acres on 
two clear cut umits. Post-harvest site evaluations aay further 
reduce the agsounc of broadcast burning. All burning will be done 
in accordance with the Oregon Smoke Management Plan. Unforecasted 
weather changes could result in temporary, occasional smoke 
intrusions into populated areas. 


Smoke emissions Bre expected to be well below the 1978 baseline. 
Fuel c tion levels over the past five reese have averaged less 
than one-half che consumption level of the 1978 baseline period. 
These reductions in smoke emission levels have been a product of 
technical improvements in fuel ss: such as rapid ignition 
and 100 percent mop up, the shift of most of the prescri 
broadcast burning work load from the fall season to the spring, and 
more reliance on swamper burning which lessens fuel consumption and 
—— and occurs during winter months when smoke dispersion is 
tter. 


The ambient air quality is also affected by dust particles and 
emissions generated by equipment during road construction, road 
improvement, road maintenance and log yarding and hauling 
operations. The South Valley Resource Area would construct 
approximately 4.6 miles of road and improve about 1 mile of road 
under che 1 timber sale plan. 


5. Soils 


Soil productivity may be reduced by soil compaction 
caused by tractor es, ground skidding during cable 
yarding, and to a lesser degree fire trail 
construction. About 10.8 acres of land would be lost 
from timber production due to road construction. Soil 
roductivity may also be reduced by broadcast burning. 
mpacts to soil productivity would be partially mitigated 

















by seasures included as Soutap, Sontures of che proposed 


action. among these are: cilling the soil 
completion of tractor yarding and sachine piling wich 
winged subsoilers, predesignated skid roads and 
directional a to these roads, lead end suspension 
of while y , the use of gross yarding to reduce 
to facilitate cooler , and sw r 
burning dur the winter sonths. ts fros 
proposed action for the South Valley Resource Area vhich 
are part of the total Eugene District FY9L cimber sale 
lan are less than chose projected as an average annual 
t in che FEIS. 


Portions of proposed units totalling 47 acres were deleted due to 
excessive rockiness and droughtiness. — 


Waser 
Estimated increases in sediment, temperature, and water yield fron 
timber mt activicies on Eugene BLM-administered land a= she 


end of che ade beginning FY 1984 are shown on Table 3-6 of the 
FEIS (p. 53). The impacts shown here. and in the FEIS. are 
residual impacts which are expected after the aitigation measures 
described in the Eugene District MFP have been applied. This sian 
meets or exceeds State water quality standards. Water qualicy 
impacts from timber harvest in the th Valley Resource Area have 
been estimated for each major watershed. The estimates were made 
for the cumulative acts resulting from five years of logging on 
all lands, BLM and other ownersnips, within the basin. 


In no case will the logging of BLM land alone cause impacts chat 
will exceed District or State standards, including the 
non-degradation section of the Oregon administrative rules. 
Impacts could exceed standards on the following basins, depending 
on the amount, timing and method of activities on other ownerships 





Sediment Rates Total Water 
Basin Name__Temperature _o: Turbidity _ Sedimentation Yield 
- 
te Cree 
Swale Creek Xx Xx 
Battle Creek Xx x 
*Gettings Creek x Xx x 
Doak Creek x 
*If there are impacts, they would be from non-forestry activities 
Yegatation 
Forees-vegetation, including many trees, would be removed, changed, 
and/or when che units are harvested or commercially 





thinned, the roads built. The loss in vegetation would be 
permanent where roads are located and aaintained. 


The papeeee action would noc have any adverse effects on the 
populat on of any plant species listed as threatened or endangered. 


or classed as “sensitive” by BLM. Sotanical surveys found two 
sites on two units containing “Bureau sensitive’ species, seven 
sites containing “tracking” species, and Lane County sensitive 
plant list species on four units. The sites on units $V91-307.1 
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and $V91-309.1, containing “Bureau sensitive’ species, will be 
protected. Populations of “tracking” species are tel 
protected elsewhere. One plant site for a species cified on 
the Lane County sensitive plant list will be protected, on unit 
SV91-15.2. Meadows on one site, SV91-11.2, will be resurveyed in 
1991 since they too to determine any sensitive species 
when the survey done. Forested ions of this unit had no 
threatened or endangered species. If any threatened, ered cr 
ms ee identified, appropriate aitigative 
emented. 





+. ae 
- ‘iv 
- << i 


. eee eee > ~ —_ 


~pbout 412 a groveh (aged 200 years and older) + ad be 
harvested es °@ result of che sale program, reducing habi or 
species dependent on or strongly oriented to older forest. 


The FY 1991 sale plan contains no units in the spotted owl habicac 
areas idencified the BLM/ODFY agreement of December 1987, che 
area established under Section 318 of P.L. 101-121, or Habicarc 
Conservation Areas (HCAs) identified in the May 1990, “Repor: of 
the Interagency Scientific Committee To Address the Conservation of 
thea Northern Spotted Owl". 


Regarding the *50-11-40" criteria developed by the Scientific 
Committee, the 31 units in the FY 91 plan have been analyzed as 
follows: Twenty-one units fall in quarter townships chat did not 
meet the *50-11-40° criteria prior to the pr sale plan, nine 
units fall ie-quarter townships chat will still meet che criteria 
afcer the saleg-en@déne unit in a quarter township will slightly 
reduce the below the "50-11-40" criteria. No sale units in 
this plan are known to contain active nest sites of spotted owls 

No proposed sale units are located within extended rotation areas 


The amount of riparian habitat along the 38,900 feet of first and 
second order streams within and adjacent to the p clearcut 
units represents about 89 acres of riparian zone. Of this, 
approximately 6200 feet (14 acres) would have a buffer of brush and 
unme trees reserved, and 1100 feet (2.5 acres) would 
remain wary | undisturbed wich a buffer where all vegetation is 
reserved. A 1 buffer of all vegetation would be left along 
2,050 feet (7 acres) of Ird order streams in and adjacent to units 


lapacts to wildlife habicat structure would be partially micigated 

measures included as design features of ag action. 

are 6 units in the sale plan located in t-West 
corridor. On these, wildlife trees would be reserved averaging a* 
leaak.qne tree per acre. On all other clear cut units, snags and 
in some cases hardwoods would be reserved where they do not pose a 
ome | hazard. The shifc from broadcast burning to swamper burning 

help retain sore anage and unmerchantable trees. In the 

commercial thinning units, large conifers and hardwoods would be 
reserved. On all units aoieg gross yarded or tractor piled. 
non-serchantable logs over °0" in diameter would be left on che 
ground in place. 
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Guliurcal Resources 


Im accordance with 36 CFR 800. cultural resource inventories of all 
proposed ciaber sale units have been completed. Cultural resource 
values have not been confirmed on any proposed units. 


Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 


One proposed unit is adjacent to an Area of Critical Environmental 
Concern (FEIS, p. 35). No activicies are allowed in the AcEC 
except log haul on existing roads. 


Visual Resource Management 


All sal@ units will be managed according to deli ablished 
for Visual Resource Management Class IV (rexrf p 35). - ‘ 


Some t concerns and features of special note 
— with che proposed sitigation are listed below by 
tract mumber: 


SV91-1.1 A small meadow with a buffer of trees will be 
excluded from the unit. An area classified 
as TPCC-W will be excluded from the unit and 
another TPCC-V “7 within the unit will be 
reserved except for raicei ardi 
corridors through og ~e ~ 


SV91L-1.2 A meadow vith a buffer of trees will be excluded 
frome che unit. 
$V91-1.3 An area classified as TPCC-¥ will be excluded 


from the unit. 


SV91-1.4 Overstory removal instead of clearcutting 
will occur on some of the acres to preserve 
understory second-growth on an area where 
selective logging occurred 25 years ago. 
This unit is adjacent to a Research Naturel Area 
(ACEC). No logging will be permitted in the RNA. 


SV91-4.1 This unit contains numerous oak and ash trees which 
will be reserved. 
SV91-4.3 A meadow and buffer of trees will be excluded 


from the unit. A riparian habitat protection 
minnie zone on a third order stream within the unit 
will be reserved. 


SV91-11.2 A meadow occurs in the aiddle of the unic. 
to the gseadow will be ainimized by 
ring summer yarding, lisiting the number 
of yarding roads, lift cail trees for lead- 
end suspension and a 90° tower. 











SV91-11.3 


SV91-12.1 


SV91-15.2 


SV91-17.4 


SV91-306.1 


SV91-307.1 


$V91-307.2 


SV91-307.3 


SV91-309.1 


A small portion of the unit was excluded to protect a 
population of che plant, , which is 
contained on the Lane County sensitive plant list. 


A portion of the unit lies within « Habitat 
Conservation Area for spotted owls and will 
be excluded. 


Nest trees for red tailed hawks will be 
posted out of the unit. Pine and yew trees 
will be reserved for wildlife habitat and 
biological diversity. All vegetation will be 
reserved in an area of steep stream adjacent 


sideslopes. 

A portion of the unit will be excluded to protect « 
tion of the plant ich has 

recently been classified as sensitive”. 


A fon of the unit will be excluded for the 
following reasons: numerous streams with steep 
adjacent slopes, 4 unique stand of yew trees, portions 
are classified -W and advanced reproduction exiscs 
fol past selective Logging: Another portion of 
the ofiginal unit will be selectively logged instead of 
clearcut to preserve advanced reproduction in « 


previously selectively logged area. 


A portion of che unit will be excluded 
because it has numerous seadows and has been 
reclassified as TPCC-V. Pine trees will be 
reserved for diversity. 


Ar fan habitat protection sone to be reserved on a 
third order stream adjacent to the unit will be 


expanded to protect «4 lation of the plant, ; 
Gfalcifuse alaca, which has recently been classified as 


A portion of the unit classified as TPCC-¥ will be 
excluded. 


Root rot occurs in a portion of the unit and will be 
replanted wich resistant species. 








WNIT ANALYSIS 


The location of proposed sale units are shown on the attached vicinity saps 
Table 1 shows location, volume, cutting practice, and other features and 
impacts of the proposed action for each sale proposed. Table 2 identifies 
streams classes in each unit and describes measures to mitigate impacts co 
water quality. 


More detailed information aay be reviewed in the sale plan folders and other 
files located in the Resource Area office, 1255 Pearl Sereet. Eugene. 


V. Agencies and Individuals Consulted 


This environmental assessment is sade available to affected local, state and 
federal agencies as described in the Interrelationships section above. 


The following were involved in preparation of the environmental assessment 


Parsicipants Tinls Resource Values Assigned 
pw wee saoeges . , a Team Coord. 

. rdon Area Forest Mgmt Spec. imber Management 
Don Meckley Area neec ineering 

Paul Gnerer Area Siiviculcturise Siiviculture 

Emily Rice Area Resources Chief ID Team Coord. 
N Anderson Forester Fisheries/Vildlife 
Tom Jackson Forester Engineering 
Jeff Apel Forester Engineering 
Neil Armantrout Fisheries Biologist Fisheries 
Carole Jorgensen Wildlife Biologistc Wildlife 
Alan Schloss Hydrologist Hydrolo 

Scott Davis Soil Scientist Soils, Ryerology 
Jerry Richeson Soil Scientist Soils ' 
Michael Southard Archeologist Cultural Resources 
Larry Powell Forest Technician Cultural 
Gordon Orloff Forest Technician Silviculture/Cultural 
Steve Steiner Forester Silviculture 
Howard Parman Forester Timber Management 
Don Wilbur Puels Specialist Site Preparation 
Nancy Vogen Botanist Botany/T & E Species 
Daniel Bowman Policy Analyst Environmental lew 


For further information contact Deane Haack (683-6248). 


Analysis prepared by ey» YO é Wao Date: 1/4/91 


Pa Date: Ve) 4 


cae: Lf7/4) 













Environmental Coordinate 








Area Manager: 
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TABLE 2 


Page No. 
: EA SIREAM DATA 
— FY 1991 SALE PLAN 
UNIT STREAM LENGIN BUFFER CORRIDOR SUSPENSION Im STREAM LENGIN BUFFER CORRIDOR SUSPENSION Im SIREAM LENGIN BUFFER CORRIDOR SUSPENSION iN 
MUNBER poe FiRst = INFO on ORDER WO SECOMD SECOMD SECOMD OR ORDER THREE THREE IWREE 8 = THIRD on 
iast FiRst ADJACENT SECOMD = TU ADJACENT THIRD ADJACEMT 
Two 1WREE 
F* aeaaeees AREA a TRACE 012 TABLE CREEK 
1 “oe = "Oo To o fs 3 1500 FeM/DF 
2 61 120000; wo 1m = -_—elhU7 
** Subtotal °° 
Ef 1700 0 1500 
** RESOURCE AREA Sv TRACT 308 8 8=—s GET «RAT 
01 0 2 1800 FUM/OF =O "Oo ADs 0 
°° S.ptotel ** 
0 1600 0 
©* RESOURCE AREA Sv WRACT 307 FOX uCLLOW 
01 1 300 0/ uo ° iu 0 0 
02 o /¢ 2 200 FEM/OFY wo "Oo ADJ 0 
03 ’ 1600 “Os 0 P TO 2 600 FUM/DFY uO "Oo ADJ o / 
** Subtotel ** 
1900 800 0 
** RESOURCE AREA SV TRACT 001 WEISS ROAD 
o1 1 19900 my 0 i) To 2 500 mos 00 P im 2 400 FEN/OF YES Ful Tt 
02 ’ 1200 uy 0S no in 0 0 
63 1 “00 sy wn ia 2 1100 FUM/DF YES FUL 1 0 
0% ’ 1100 say "oO rT 2 1000 mO/DFY uO P To 2 400 wo/orY “0 uO ADJ 
°° Subtotal ** 
$600 2600 800 
©” RESOURCE AREA SV TRACT 004 mare BEACH 
or 1 “ow (0 ? rT) 2 600 wy 0S P Tt 0 
02 ' 1400 waver 6 ® TT) ’ 1000 FuN/OFY HO ° TO 0 
os 1 508 may uo ° T 2 160° FUAOF YES f TY 3 1100 FON/OF YES f im 
*° Subtotel °° 
, 2700 3200 1100 
** RESOURCE AREA SV TRACT 011 BLUE ROCK 
02 1 1300 soe =O "oO rT 0 0 
03 ’ 1200 fanyeFY 80 wo Dd 0 0 
°* Subtotal °* 
0 0 
** MESOURCE AREA SV TRACT 015 LAUREL WITT THEnMnnG 
01 1 2500 woof ES ° TO 2 1100 wO/OF YES P im : 
02 0 0 
03 1 1500 wO/OF YES ? TO 0 0 
** Subtotal °° 
1100 0 
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United States Department of the Interior 





BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
OREGON STATE OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 2965 (1900 N.E. 44ch Avenue) 
PORTLAND. OREGON 27208 IN REPLY REFER TO- 
6842.1 (932) 
FEB 15 1991 

MEMORANDUM 
To: Russell D. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and 


Wildlife Service, 2600 S.E. 98th Ave., Suite 100 
Portland, Oregon 97266 


. From: State Director, Bureau of Land Management 


Subject: Request for Formal Consultation Pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act and 50 CFR 402.14 Concerning the FY 1991 
HAMM Timber Sale. 


In accordance with Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended, the 
Oregon State wit eau of Land Management (Bureau) requests formal consultation 
on the FY 1991 HAMM Timber Sale which may affect threatened.or endangered 


species. 


The proposed action is the CHOPPED HAMM Timber Sale which is located within that 
portion of the Coast Range province chat lies within the South Valley Resource Area of 
the Eugene District office. This sale is located in Township 19S e O4W Sections 
27, 35, and 21. (Refer to the vicinity map in the Attachment of the biological 
assessment). The timber sale will remove 144 acres of suitable spotted owl habicac 
from Bureau lands in the Coast Range province in Western Oregon. 


The proposed CHOPPED HAMM Timber Sale was gostgnee in conformance with che Bureau's 
direction provided by the Jamison Spotted Owl ervation Strategy and che ement 
Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl FY 1 through FY 1992. 
The location and impact of this FY 1991 cimber sale was displayed on saps and overlays 
that were presented to the Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) in apeeres 1990. 
Additional sap overlays are being transmitted to the Service in che 1 consultation 
overview document based on informal consultation meetings held between che Bureau and 
the Service’s Portland Field Office staff. These overlays display the current spotted 
owl distribution related to this ticber sale and verified owl pair sites found in che 
province in which the sale occurs. 


We have analyzed che effects of the proposed CHOPPED HAMM Timber Sale on proposed. 
threatened and red species that are known to occur in the vicinity of che 

timber sale. It is conclusion of the attached biological assessment that chis 
timber sale is likely to adversely affect the Northern Spotted owl or its habitac. 
Therefore, we request that che Service initiate formal consultation on the CHOPPED 


HAMM timber sale. 


Please direct specific questions or requests for additionai data on this 
consultation pac to the Area Menager for the South Valley Resource Area, Eugene 


District office ( telephone 430-6987). 












Attachments: Biological Assessment 
Other Relevant Documents 


cc: FWS, Regional Director 
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BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
FY 1991 CHOPPED HAMM TIMBER SALE 
EUGENE DISTRICT 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 


INTRODUCTION 


The CHOPPED HAMM timber sale is one of 214 separate proposed timber 
harvest actions designed under the direction provided in the Bureau's 
Jamison Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy and the Management Guidelines 
for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl FY 1991 through FY 1992. 
These documents and maps with overlays were presented to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (Service) in September 1990 for reference. 
Additional map overlays providing new information and updating that 
provided in the previous overlays are included in the overview document 
that transmitted this and other individual FY 1991 timber sale biological 
assessments from the Bureau to the Service for formal consultation. 


The purpose of this biological assexsment is to describe and analyze the 

impact of the proposed CHOPPED HAMM timber sale cn any listed or proposed 
species pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The 

species to be addressed in this biological assessment is the northern 


spotted owl (Strix occidentalis caurina). 


This proposed timber sale is in compliance with Record of Decision on the 
Eugene Timber Management Plan issued in 1983. This timber managemenc 
plan remains in effect today while che district office develops a new, 
broader based Resource Management Plan (RMP). The RMP is scheduled to be 
implemented in October 1992. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 


The proposed CHOPPED HAMM timber sale is located within that portion of 
the OREGON COAST RANGE province that lies within the South Valley 
Resource Area of the Eugene BLM district office. Refer to Appendix A for 
a vicinity map chat displays the location of the proposed timber sale. 
The Eugene District administers approximately 4¢,300 acres of forest land 
within the South Valley Resource Area, Coast Range province and 
approximately 60,700 acres of forest land within the South Valley 
Resource Area, Cascade province (Appendix B, Table 3). 


Table 3 also shows that of the approximately 14,100 acres of the 46,300 
acres of forest land in the South Valley Resource Area Coast Range : 
province and approximately 18,500 acres of the 60,700 acres of forest 
land in the South Valley Resource Area Cascade province are over 80 years 
old. For purposes of this assessment, forest lands over 80 years of age 
were considered as suitable habitat for spotted owls unless othervise 
specified in this document. This age group of forest stands is also che 
primary source of trees for harvest to meet che resource area's 


_ contribution to the district's annual cimber harvest goal. 
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The proposed action is to harvest 144 acres of suitable habicat (104 
acres of scattered old growth over mature and 40 acres of old growth 
forest) by clearcutting with an expected yield of approximately 5831 
MBF of timber (refer to Appendix 8B, Table 2 for detailed information on 
this cimber sale). In compliance with the Jamison Strategy, no green 
timber sales are proposed in Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs). 


The sale will also reduce dispersal habitat. Appendix B, Table 3 
displays the amount of dispersal habicac thac exists on BLM lands in the 
Coast Range province, South Valley Resource Area. Ic is estimated that 
the proposed action will yield 5.83 million board feet of timber. There 
is no road right-of-way construction involved in this timber sale. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the CHOPPED HAMM 
timber sale is described in the Eugene Timber Management Plan, EIS for 
the District. NEPA compliance documents in the form of individual 
environmental assessments are prepared annually. Currently these 
environmental assessments are in a draft format and will be revised, if 
necessary based on che outcome of this biological assessmunt and/or after 
formal consultation. The affected environment has also been described in 
the following documents that have been previously shared with the. 
Service: Spotted Owl Environmental Assessment (February 1987) the formal 
consultations on the Bureau's Pre-318 and 318 Timber Sale Programs (July 
1990) and the Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines for the 
Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl (September 1990). 


A. The Northern Spotted Owl 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the northern 
spotted owl and the major structural components of its primary 
habitat. The best scientific information on the spotted owl is 
contained in the publication “Distribution and Biology of the Spocted 
Owl in Oregon,” (Forsman 1987) and in che Interagency Scientific 
Committee (ISC) report entitled "A Conservation Strategy for che 
Northern Spotted Owl (Thomas 1990). 


The following research report further describes spotted owl habitac 
use and habitat conditions in the Coast Range province in which this 
timber sale is located: Analysis of 11-40 Conditions in che Forest 
Matrix--FY 91 Eugene District Timber Sale Plan (C.Thomas, District 
Biologist, Eugene BLM). Suitable spotted owl habitat on Bureau lands 
is defined as forest land over 80 vears old (see Appendix B, Table 
3). 


BLM’s pre-Section 318 and Sec-ion 318 formal consultation documents 
and the Jamison Strategy's, maps and overlays, presented spotted owl 
data on distribution, occupancy and reproduction data for known owl 
sites on BLM lands and adjacent private lands in western Oregon. 
Appendix C updates spotted owl occupancy and reproduction collected 
during inventories and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. The map 
overlays provide updated information on owl site occurrence and 
distribution and a acisplay of suitable (80+ year old) habitat 
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distribution on BLM lands. The informacion on the specific owl sires 
located within the vicinity of the timber sale is highlighted in 


Appendix B, Table 1. 
IV. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 


Direct and Indirect Effects 


The proposed action will have an impect on the ‘ederally-listed 
northern spotted owl. No other list-d species will be affected. 
Also see the Weiss Road Timber Sale. 


l. 


Suitable Habitat 


The proposed CHOPPED HAMM timber sale will remove 144 acres of 
suitable habicat from Bureau lands in the Coast Range province. 
This sale does not occur in any Area of Concern. The clearcut 
method of timber harvest will be used. This sale will reduce 
habitat in che province overall and in that portion of the Coast 
Range province that lies in che South Valley Resource Area. 
Refer to Appendix B, Table 2 for effects of the sale on suitable 
habicac. 


Impacts on Known Owl Sites 


This proposed sale action impacts no known owl sites based on the 
1.5 mile radius for the Coast Range Province. This sale would 
not result in che incidental take of any spotted owls according 
to guidelines used by the Service. Information on the individual 
sites and their status under the standards pre and post harvest 
are shown in table 1. Information on the occupancy and 
reproduction records (1985-1990) on the impacted sites is 


displayed in Appendix C. 


Owl surveys for two units of chis sale do not meet che sale 
survey protocol described on page 6 of this document for two 
units. Unit 1 was surveyed 8 times, Unit 2 was surveyed 7 times 
(Sec 27), Unit 3 was surveyed 5 times (Sec 35) and Unit 4 was 
surveyed 4 times (Sec 21)--all over a two year period. 
Additional visits will take place in 1991 to ensure no owls are 
nesting in the sale units and to complete protocol for units 
where surveys are insufficient. A single territorial owl has 
been located at Camas Swale three miles away. In addition, a 
single sale was banded early in the spring less than 1.5 siles 
east during the felling of a 1990 sale, but he left following che 
harvest and was relocated several times there after on the 
Roseburg BLM border (Little Sand Creek) No owls have been found 
to date (1/91) within the sale units. 


It is estimated that 708 of the suitable spotted owl habitat in 
the Resource Area has been surveyed to date. We estimate that 
over 90% of the resident spotted owls in the South Valley owl 
concentration areas (HCA-012 and HCA-030) have been located, but 
surveys in the central Willamette Valley are less complete. 

















Habitat is more fragmenced and stands are smaller in total 
acreage in this part of che Resource Area. 


Impacts on Dispersal Habitat 


With respect to the 50-11-40 rule proposed by the ISC to provide 
dispersal habitat, the proposed sale will have the foliowing 
effects. The sale occurs within two quarter townships. Ic will 
drop 90 acres from 19S-04U-SW which currently has 301 acres of a 
possible 1385 BLM acres to result in 211 acres (of 1385). Ic 
will remove 54 acres of 11", 40% canopy forest from 19$-04U-SE. 
reducing the acreage from the current 646 (of 1327) to $92 (of 
1327) or would drop 19S-04W-SW from 22% to 15% and 19$-04U-SE 
from 48% TO 44%. Refer to appendix D for specific acreages for 
the quarter townships impacted. 


Interrelated and Interdependent Actions 


There is no loss of habitat outside the units due to road 
construction for this sale. As a result of the proposed action, the 
post harvest activities of slash disposal and/or tree planting could 
occur on approximately 144 acres. These actions will have 
negligible effects on spotted owl habitat. If it is determined chat 
the slash disposal activity may present an adverse situation to a 
nesting pair(s) of owls or the young produced, timing restrictions 
will be instituted to reduce or eliminate the adverse effect. 
Although slash burning activicies will reduce the amount of down 
woody material on the sale unic it is not expected to appreciably 
affect the potential of che site to provide future habicat for prey 
species of the owl. The slash burning targets che finer, lighter 
fuels and does not normally reduce the number of larger down woody 
pieces. These larger pieces would be carried over into the new 
forest stand to meet habitat requirements for selected prey species. 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial 
thinning and fertilization of the regrowing stand may occur. This 
action would not have any adverse impact as it would involve che 
treatment of non-habitat. This action may have some long tera 
beneficial effect upon owl habicat. The pre-commercial chinning 
activity and fertilization will be created as a separate action and 
have been consulted upon informally. 


Cumulative Impacts 


There is no suitable habitat remaining on state or private lards in 
the vicinity of this sale and/or within the radius of any of the owl 
sites affected by the proposed action based on the 80 year old 
habitat criteria, although there is some dispersal habitat remaining 
on private land according co 1990 photos. 


ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
A. Alternatives Considered 
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During the period covered by this Biological Assessment, the Sureau 
considered and utilized gany alcernatives to avoid or reduce 
potential impact of timber sales on spotted owls and their habicac. 
Alternatives considered and implemented included locating timber 
sales only in areas where no owls were located, dropping sales or 
sale units, dropping sale units within che particular radius of any 
known owl sites for the specific province, partial cutring units 
instead of clearcutting and scheduling timber sales in unsuitable owl 
habitat. The Bureau has adopted the “Jamison Strategy” and has also 
reduced former cut levels in the Resource Area from 69 million board 
feet per year to approximately 44 sillion board feet in FY91. There 
are no specific modifications chat the Bureau adopted during the 
preplanning development of this timber sale to provide protection for 
spotted owls and suitable habitat. 


Conservation Measures-Western Oregon Vide 


The Jamison Strategy and Management Guidelines that are being adopted 
by the Bureau beginning with che FY 1991 cimber sale plan varies froa 
the ISC spotted owl plan/strategy in providing suicable habitat for 
spotted owls. This is by virtue of che fact that the Jamison 
Strategy incorporates protection of suitable habitat (80+ year old) 
im the ISC Commictee’s HCAs 1 through 6 and chat which occurs on | 
lands allocated for other resource values in the land use plans. 
Additionall, the Jamison Strategy saintains another 50,000 acres of 
suitable habitat reserved from harvest in the ODFW Agreement Areas 
that were not part of the land use plan allocations or the ISC 
Strategy. The Jamison Scrategy implevents nearly all che ISC 
recommendations except full application of che 50-11-40 rule. 


Implementation of the Jamison Strategy in FY 1991 will reduce 
District harvest to 147 million board feet. This is a decrease fron 
the approved anvwal allowable cut of 223 million board feet. it is 
also lower thza the volume for che FY89 and FY90 set by the Section 
318 harvest level of 360 million board feet for the two year period. 
This resu)cs in a harvest reduction of approximately 76 sillion board 
feet annually for FY91 and FY92 based on the approved annual 
allowable cut. 


Conservation seasures implemented by BLM include the BLM/Oregon 
Department of Fish and Vildlife Spotted Owl Management Agreement 
signed in December 1987. In the agreement, BLM agreed to defer 
timber harvest around 110 spotted owl sites resulting in che 
protection of 239,900 acres of suitable habitat. Over 108,000 of 
these acres thst are currently being protected are located outside of 
HCA categories 1 and 2. There are is one ODFW agreement areas 
(shared with Coast Range Resource Area, Eugene BLM) located outside 
HCAs 1 and 2 within the South Valley Resource Area, Coast Range 
Province. It contains one additional owl site designated as «4 


Category 3 HCA. 


Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 1983 
Timber Management Plans were designed to provide habitat diversity 
for the species of wildlife inhabicing older forests. Over 46,300 
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acres of 200 plus year-old forests were removed from the timber 
harvest base or placed on long rotation to provide for a variety of 
species, including the spotted owl. bald eagle, other forest raptors 
and riparian zone protection. Some of these acres are now 
incorporated with other land use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 


The Section 318 legislation required the Bureau to increase the 
mumber of “high priority” spotted owl sites being protected as 
BLM/ODFW Agreement Areas by twelve. These new Agreement sites vere 
selected in cooperation with the Service and Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife. The new spotted owl sites enhance the 
distributional network of protected sites and resulted in 22,800 
acres of suitable spotted owl habitat being added to the 239,000 
acres included in the BLM/ODFV Agreement to insure the continued 
existence of the owl on Bureau lands in western Oregon. The Bureau 
is committed to protecting these owl sites through FY 1992. When the 
spotted owl recovery plan is completed the Bureau will incorporate 
the applicable recommendations/actions into future land sanagement 
plan decisions. 


Numerous sales have been modified (units deleted) or completely 
drepped as owls were discovered during pre-sale inventory. All sales 
will have been inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol summarized 
below. The protocol for surveying timber sales was discussed and 
developed act the BLM Biologist meeting in February 1990. 


To conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 
- Conduct 3 complete surveys of the area in each of 2 years 
Two night and one day visit are allowed towards that 


count. If there is only time for 1 year of survey, 
conduct all 6 surveys in one season. 


- Occupancy surveys should be conducted between April 1 and 
July 31, with at least 2 surveys before June 1. 


- Vaic a sinigue of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


- Survey all suitable hebitat within 0.5 miles of the sale 
area, unless it lies within 1 aile of a known owl site. 


. If owls are encountered, status (pair or single) will be 
determined by additional visits 


. The reproductive status determination is given « high 
priority when pair status is known. Visits aay continue 
until August 31 in some districts to verify reproductive 
status. 


Contingency Plans 


All FY 1991 cimber sales contracts will contain che following 
recently developed special provision: 
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Special Provision E-« 


The Purchaser shall immediately discontinue specified 
construction or timber harvesting operations upon written 
motice from the Contracting Officer shat: 


(1) threatened, or endangered plants or animals protected 
under the Endangerec Species Act of 1973. as amerced, aay 
be affected by the operation and a determination is made 
that consultation or reinitiation of consultation is 
required concerning the species prior to continuing 
operations or; 


(2) Federal candidate (Category 1 and 2). sensitive or State 
listed species protected under BLM Manual 6840 - Special 
Status Species Management - have been discovered and a 
determination is made that continued operations vould 
affect the species or its habitat. 


Discontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt of 
written instructions and authorization by che Contracting 
Officer. 


In the event that operations are halted under the special provision E-« 
the Bureau has several courses of action: 


a. Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) within 
the vicinity of an owl pair until ic is documented chat 
i. nesting or fledging is completed, 
ii. that nesting was not iniciated or, 
iii. if iniciated, had failed. 


b. Negotiate wich che Purchaser and godify the timber sale by 
dropping a unit chat is causing the “may affect". 


In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be written 
into the contract to seasonally restrict operations in those areas chat 
are close (within a 0.5 mile) to owl nests or activity centers co avoid 
harassment of owls or their progeny for example no burning would be 
allowed on any unit that is within a 0.5 mile of a confirmed nesting pair 
between the date nesting is confirmed and June 30 of the nesting year 
unless sodified by the wildlife biologist. 


The Bureau will give strong consideration to adopting che Disturbance 
criteria process for determining if consultation is required that are 
presently bein; drafted by the P< Spotted Owl RDA - technical task 


group. 
BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 


Ic is the conclusion of this biological assessment that the FY91 proposed 
CANNED HAMM timber sale aay adversely affect the northern spotted owl. 
This conclusion is based on the fact chat this sale would remove 144 
acres of suitesble habitat (80+ year old forest) and further frageent 


Sas” 











dispersal habitat. The proposed harvesc would also remove habitat in -he 
Coast Range province within a 1.5 mile radius of 1 of 2 (508%) South 
Valley Coast Range Province territorial single owls or 1 or 12 active 
sites in the South Valley portion of che Coast Range Province. 


Formal consultation is requested on this tiaber sale shich contain units 
that “say edversely affect“ the northern spotted owl. The Bureau will 
continue to initiate consultation on any timber sale where a listed 
species is involved and where the Bureau has discretionary authority. 


Exhibit A - vicinity sap (computer sap) 

- showing timber sale boundaries/units 

- affected owl sites with province radius circles 
Biclogical evaluations, as available 


Environmental Assessments - if available ‘Sor individual timber sales. 


Other relevant documents - studies, research, etc. (e.g.. density study 
area progress report) 
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ANALYSIS OF 11-49 CONDITIONS IN 
THE FOREST MATRIX - FY 1991 
EUGENE DISTRICT TIMBER SALE PLAN 


To date the District has identified 41 potential timber sales totaling 
approximately 143.4 million board feet on approximately 3,818 acres. 


All but one of these sale actions are reguiar green timber units; the cone 

exception being a salvage sale. All are within the forest matrix outside of HCA 

1 and 2 areas. All but the salvage sale affects forest stands of > 11 inches 

d.b.h. and > 40% canopy closure. However, the 421 acres of thinnings will not 

qeeeee closure below 40%. None of the proposed sales are within HCA 3 or 
areas 


‘ Areas, or either of the two additional areas added 
under Section 318 of the unconstitutional Public Law 101-121. 


The forest matrix outside of HCA 1 and 2 categories consists of 171 quarter 
township assessment units where BLM administers 40, or more, acres of forest 
land. The sales identified occur in 50 of these 171 quarter townships. 


Examination of the impact on the 11-40 conditions within the 50 quarter townships 
revealed the following: ’ 












a) For 26 of the quarter townships, the percentages of land in the 11-40 
condition was greater than, or equal to, 50% postharvest. 


b) An additional 4 quarter townships had 50% or more of their acreage in 
an 11-40 condition preharvest but fell below that level postharvest. 
The percentage decline ranged from 1% to 40%. 


c) The remaining 20 quarter townships had less than 50 percent of their 
acreage in an 11-40 condition prior to harvest, and as expected, had 
further reductions post harvest. 


The last page of this analysis is a ranking of the twenty-four quarter township - 
FY 1991 timber sale combinations where the 11-40 condition is dropped below 


a8 a result of the FY 1991 sale, or is already below 50% prior to proposed FY 


The ranking is based on the District Wildlife Biologist’s professional judgement 
of the importance of the following five (5) factors: 








are 

istrict; the the southern 
corridor linking the t to the Cascades. 
is whether locations are within either of these 









two 
two R.A.0.C.s. Those inside the R.A.0.C.s are considered higher value than 
those outside. 





2. Pronialiy toh ls and 21. Usefulness of quarter townships to help owls 
move $ s is the second most important factor. Quarter 
townships within twelve (12) miles of HCA 1 or 2 are considered more 


important than those farther away. Those within 12 miles of two HCAs (1 or 
2) were considered even more valuable. 


$3> 











. Proximity of quarter townships to owl sites with 
a pair occupancy was the next considsration. Locations within 
three (3) siles of one, or more, owl pairs give quarter townships more 


value than those farther away. 












‘Sede rc aE Et aA arpa 
f — soli ownership pattern are 
considered to Pare, Sener See Secs eutetde of the pettere és 

- Only three of 21 quarter townships are outside this pattern. 
Lands within these three quarter townships are less than one quarterseciton 


(160 acres) each. 


5. . The last consideration is the &%-11-40 condition 

saie, ie., quarter tomships with higher % of their land in an 

1-40 condition prior to the proposed FY 91 sale are more valuable than 
those with smaller % 11-40 condition. 


Arbitrary numerical values were assigned to -ach of the above factors for use in 
the ranking process. Note that quarter townships containing the Mack’s Rose, 
Jones Creek, and Al Doane sales were placed at the bottom of the list (low 
ohh for owls) even though they were located inside a R.A.0.C. This was 

they, like the “Cassnor Peak" quarter “township", are outside the BLM 
“omership" pattern 


A word of caution is in order. As mentioned above, this is ranking based on 

hope er judgement of the District Biologist. Resource area biologists may 
of other factors, which in their view, may justify variations. Or, they may 

siaply prefer other numerical values which could produce different rankings. 


The numerical values used in this ranking are as follows: 


1 - Location within a USF&WS R.A.0.C. = 20 

2 - Proximity to HCA Is and 2s = 10 per HCA 

3 - Proxigity to owl pairs = 10 if distance < 3 siles 

4 - Location with BLM owmership pattern = no value assigned - 4 Qtr Twps/sales 

outside the pattern are lowest priority. 

de 2° or to the sale = actual % values for each Qtr Twp. prior to the 
sale 
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(DESCENDING ORDER OF VALUE) OF 24 QUARTER TOWNSHIPS 
AS SPOTTED OWL DISPERSAL HABITAT PRIOR TO PLANNED FY 1991 SALES 





FOR 
Rank Proposed 
ie. Sale (Name) 
; btn Leo (1 4 
oung 2) 4 Whittaker 
3 Alga Ranch _ 
tomgiss (O20 
oung 
6 Wild Bull 
7 Flatland 
8 Thirty-three & One ts &2 
9 Thirty-three & One (3 & 4 
10 Lake Creek 
ll Weiss Rd & Chopped Has 
12 Fox Hollow — 
13 
14 
15 
16 
18 0+ O+ 
19 Oe O+ 
20 0+ O+ 
21 20¢ O+ O+ 8 
22 20¢ 0+ 0+73 
23 20¢ 0+ 0+40 
24 14-01E-SW Oe O+ 0+68 
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21-40 DATA FOR LUGENE DISTRICT 
SP.....--- QTR.AC.. 


17S$-02W-SE 
17S-02¥-SwW 
17S-0JE-NE 














17S-O3E-NW . 


17S$-03E-SE 
17S-03E-SW 


37.€2 
-00 
293.28 
4037.11 
-00 


-00 
44.00 
245.53 
2521.61 
2460.95 
1186.61 
2363.60 
1731.71 
696.53 
2548.73 
806.46 
373.30 








37.62 
-00 
267.30 
3533.55 
-00 


-00 
44.00 
38.20 

1285.96 
2084.41 
1029.87 
1574.63 
1416.83 
696.53 
1215.43 
351.17 
275.85 


-30 
100 


3396.55 
-00 

-00 
40.00 
-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-60 

-00 
44.00 
-00 
1285.96 
2084.41 
1029.87 
1574.63 
1416.83 
696.53 
1215.43 
351.17 
275.85 
-00 

-00 


1393.86 
1231.12 
602.56 
230.88 
258.53 
-00 

-00 

-00 

.00 

-00 

.00 


~+« 1140.AC.90 1140.PCT 1140.AC.91 1140.PcT 
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SP. weeeees QTR.AC.... 1140.AC.90 1140.?CcT 1140.AC.91 1140.PCT 





3016.33 
2714.86 
1551.90 
2412.71 
3085.00 
2028.92 
1097.17 











1385.31 





1522.79 
758.15 
761.27 

1943.60 


301.32 


100 
100 
ie) 
40 


~ 
oO 
to] 


38.10 
41.10 
-00 

-00 

-00 
335.92 
1213.31 
493.33 
1484.79 
738.15 
761.27 
1943.60 
919.96 
602.81 
887.76 
374.98 
119.40 
39.10 
-00 

-00 
153.52 
-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 
80.10 
-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 
2184.14 
-00 
143.10 
-00 


261.32 
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100 
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53-11-40 DATA FOR EUGENE DISTRICT 
DP. ---e+ss GTR.AC.... 1140.AC.90 1140. PCT 1140.AC.91 1140.?PcT 








99 -91 

19S-O0SW-NE 77.41 47.02 61 47.02 61 
19$-0SW-NW -00 00 0 .00 0 
19$-0SW-SE 00 .00 0 00 0 
19$-05W-SW -00 00 0 -00 0 
72.78 72.78 100 72.78 100 
-00 -00 ie) -00 0 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
-00 -00 0 -90 0 
2608 .18 771.11 30 771.11 30 
1901.85 732.52 39 732.52 39 
1869.40 631.05 34 601.05 32 
2932.64 1248.71 42 1245.71 42 
2165.74 644.71 30 $91.71 27 
1711.37 671.09 39 568.09 33 
2766.79 1788.02 65 1788.02 65 
1825.53 392.75 22 392.75 22 
-00 -00. Q -00 0 
-00 ~ 00 0 -00 co) 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
- 00 -00 Q -00 0 
81.14 53.72 66 $3.72 66 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
- 00 -00 0 -00 0 
- 00 -00 0 -00 0 
773.72 589.35 76 564.35 73 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
311.44 206.44 66 206.44 66 
2119.96 1063.15 $0 1034.15 49 
- 00 -00 0 -00 0 
1628.33 787.97 48 787.97 48 
1675.19 246.91 is 218.91 13 
231.46 93.22 40 93.22 40 
$02.02 11.26 2 11.26 2 
-00 -00 0 - 00 0 
76.40 42.90 56 42.90 56 
1603.56 462.06 29 462.06 29 
889.36 567.73 64 567.73 64 
925.41 685.63 74 640.63 69 
2198.55 1637.14 74 1637.14 74 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
-00 -00 ° -00 0 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
18.87 15.87 100 15.87 100 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 

;00 -00 0 -00 0 , 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
- 90 -00 0 -00 vy) 
294.73 170.18 58 170.18 58 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
-00 -00 0 -00 0 
3225.78 1811.13 56 1811.13 56 
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$0-11-40 DATA FOR EUGENE pIsTRICT 
DP...---++ QTR.AC.... 1140.AC.90 1140.PCT 1140.AC.91 1140. PCT 
















































































-90 -91 
29S-O07W-NW 2087.26 315.29 15 315.29 15 
20S-07W-SE. .00 .00 0 .00 0 
20$-07W-SW -00 -00 0 00 0 
20S-O08W-NE 2058.41 778.93 38 778.93 38 
20$-C8W-Nw 00 00 9 "00 0 
20S-08W-SE -00 -00 0 -00 0 
20S$-08W-SW -00 -00 0 .00 0 
21S-01N-NE -00 -00 0 .00 0 
218-01W-NW 973.78 489.39 50 489.39 50 
218-01W-SE 331.85 331.85 100 331.85 100 
21S-O1W-SW 1071.49 763.81 71 = 575.81 54 
21S-02W-NE 1101.98 (445.36 40 445.36 40 
218-02W-NW 841.49 140.25 17 140.25 17 
21S8-02W-SE 1808.79 1296.72 72 1296.72 72 
21S-02W-SW 1660.43 $74.57 35 574.57 35 
21S-03W-NE 273.23 75.63 28 75.63 28 
218-03W-NW 229.54 63.92 28 63.92 28 
21S-03W-SE 2176.90 632.89 29 632.89 29 
21S-03W-SW 437.46 106.48 24 106.48 24 
21S8-04W-NE 505.24 256.92 51 256.92 51 
21S-04W-NW 273.55 273.55 100 273.55 100 
21S-04W-SE -00 00 0 .00 0 
218-04W-SW -00 -00 0 .00 0 
21S-0SW-NE 581.46 388.07 67 388.07 67 
218-0SW-NW 154.86 115.26 74 115.26 74 
218-0SW-SE -00 -00 0 00 0 
218-0SW-SW 00 -00 0 .00 0 
22S8-01W-NE -00 -00 i) .00 0 
22S-01W-NW 823.14 479.64 58 459.84 56 
228-01W-SE -00 -00 . 0 .00 0 
22S-02W-NE . 2087.96 1240.60 59 1194.60 57 
22S-02W-NW 275.86 120.48 44 120.48 44 
228-02W-SE 114.77 27.11 24 27.11 24 
228-02W-SW 323.91 46.41 14 46.41 14 
22S-O03W-NE 2035.42 572.98 28 572.98 28 
228-03W-NW 467.85 409.37 87 409.37 87 
228-03W-SE 2251.00 1477.02 66 1477.02 66 
228-03W-SW 1553.96 727.21 47 727.21 47 
228-04W-NE -00 -00 0 .00 0 
228-04W-NW ~ -00 , 00 0 -00 0 
228-04W-SE -00 -00 0 .00 0 
228-04W-SW -00 -00 ‘OQ -00 0 
238-01W-NE -00 -00 0 .00 0 
238-01W-NW .40 .00 0 00 0 
238-01W-SE -00 00 0 .00 0 
_238-01W-sW -00 00 0 .00 0 
238-02W-NE .00 -00 0 .00 0 
23S-02W-NW -00 00 0 .00 0 
238-02W-SE -00 -00 0 .00 0 
238-02W-SW -00 00 0 .00 0 
23S-03W-NE 2146.77 484.13 23 397.13 i8 
238-03W-NW 861.01 703.54 82 703.54 82 
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$0-11-40 DATA FOR EUGENE DISTRICT 


| 90 
23S-03W-SE 606.67 4.60 
238-03W-sw .00 .00 
23S-04W-NE 713.24 218.47 3 





23S-04W-NW .00 .00 
23$-04W-SE .00 .00 
238-04W-SW -00 -00 
24S8-91WN-NE -00 -00 
248-01W-NW -00 -00 
24S-01W-SE -00 -00 
24S-01W-SW -00 00 
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4.60 
-00 
218.47 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 


DP......++ QTR.AC.... 1140.AC.90 1140. PCT 1140.AC.91 1140.2CT 


-91 


oooooo0°coro7°r 











APPER@IK B. Defianions of Column Headings wed in Tadies 
RL Tebte 1 Cotuma Hesding Definicicns. 


* OWL STE - known on losations, iccluding locoucas of ates eth evidenss of sustained use by Owls and sites ein 
only ecidencal 


IDNO - unique identification sumber for each owt site. Consists of 2 four Gigh Masser Site Number and may have an attached 
Aheraste Location code which Gesigneses site conter thet has moves from a previous location. [DNO's greater than 4000 
heve oa attached T to indicts 2 temporary see cease: for iendencal Ow locations. 


STATUS - Peo pair hes been verified Guring ot least ons year since 1985. 2¢ serrkorial maic and female, pair status is 
unkaowa. So single terrisorial owl cbeerved Guring ot least one year since 1985, with no pair verified during that ume. Ne 
historic owt sien, but ao territorial owts verified since 1985. 


YR- year ia which « pair hes lon bees verified at 2 sits. We pair never verified ct sks. 


HCA - HCA estagory | thre 4 (es listed in the ISC report), for nie units that overlap HCA boundaries. © sale unit does 
act lie withia HCA. 


HCAID - identification eumber of each HCA. 


RESL? - Yo the arses withia 0.7 miles of site center lies wholly on reserves lends. Po part of ares withia 0.7 miles lies on 
reserved lends. Ne asus within 0.7 miles lies completely outside of any reserved lends. Reserved lands are areas wuhdérewn 41 


the Director level or higher. 

PREHARVEST OWL ACRES WITHIN PROVINCIAL RADIUS 

Ow! acres refers to suttabis spotted owl habitat (generally 80+ years of age). Phymogrephuc province and associsied mean 
home reage sadii ave os linet: 


Ovagen Cosendes © 12 miles 


Oregon Cons Ranges © 15 miles 
Kiemeth Meumsiss © 1) miles 
Acreages timed reflect suicabie hebiest existing on BLM. Siate. and Privess lands. 


07 + ont ecves withis 0.7 miles of site conter. 
TRAD - ont seves tying berecen 0.7 and the provincia! radius. 
TOTAL - sosal ont ecres wuhin provincial redius. 
TIMBERSALE INFORMATION 
SALE NAME and UNIT - qpesific cate name 106 wait thet tics within the provincial redies of 2 known ov site. 
SR? - Yes or No~ oil chess be o ceasenel recrnetion on harven * 
OWL *CRES OF SALE UNIT EPPECTING OWL SITE 
G7 + ovt copes of cals unk tying withia 07 miles of ont oe. 


RAD - ont eczes ie sale wait tying berecen 0.7 miles and provincial redius of ont site. 
TOTAL - socal ont acres of sale wan tying within provincial radius of oni site. 


0.7 ~ owt seves vemeining within 0.7 miles of ow! site after this sate unit. by icell, is harvened. - 

.7-RAD + owl ceves remaining between 0.7 mics and the provincial radies of the owt sine after this sale unt. by 
tee, s herested. 

TOTAL - toeal ont acres remaining wha the provincial radius of the owt site after this wast. by itself, s 
harvesnedé. 


gyo 











. CUMMULATIVE POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


C7 - ont acres semsining within 0.7 miles of ont site after this sale unit, and a prior waits effecting this sue are 
‘7-RAD - ovt cms somaining terwess 6.7 alles and the provincial radius of the owt size ster this sale unit, and ail 
pater wnies effecting this cits ass hasvesesd. 
TOTAL - const ont coves semsining withie the provincial radius of the owl sine afer this wait, and ali prior units 
efemting this cite ase haremed. 
% ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yes or No ~- dees at loam 70 coves of suitable hablens exist eseund ont site comer before harvest of sale unit. 


POST - Yes or No - oil) at least 70 ccses of culeabis habla: semein essund owt site conter after harvest of this sale 
ok. 


BZ Table 2 Cotume Heading Definitions. 


SALE NAME and UNIT - legal came of specific timbersais and units within sale. 


AREA OF CONCERN - CGe Cotumbie Gorge, CRe Const Range, SP = Sentiom Pam, SW Souch Willamette /North 
Umpqua, RUc Regue/linpqua, b-Se 1-S/Ashiens. 


MAY EPPECT - Me cany effect sivcation arising trom harven of suitable babies. Y © may effect situation arising from a 
senses ether the= aerver of cuisable hebiat, No so offen. 


HC’. - HCA eanagery 1 chew 4 (es lanes in the ISC report), for.sate unies thet evertap HICA Boundaries. O° sale unit does act 
tle within HCA. | 


HCAID - idensifiention cumber of each HCA. N/Ac walt Goes act lie wikia HCA. 





SALE UNIT ACRES TO SE REMOVED 
TOTAL - esenl acreage withia cach ante unis: 
SUIT. - culeabte ont habient (guacenity 68+ yours of age) within the sate unit 


HARVEST METHOD © CLEAR CUT, SELSCT CUT, THINNING, SALVAGE (inctuding down tress. hazard trees, snd 
gpeen wees anseciosed eth eahege unies), ROAD 1.0.W. (unis: to be clear cut fer rend righ -cf-ceys). 


TOTAL - csenl casnage within cach ante unit to be removed by harvest method. 


SUIT, - cutesbte ont babies: (guacenity 69+ years of age) within the sate wait. An estorieh (°) indiesves select cut waits that 
ieveqsadlpens tants GRU annS anh onan oti Caan extutte cher tanan Gto © exntgy ener ont being catered 


below 49 pesvent. 


¥4/ 




















2, Table 3 Cotume Hending Detaitons. 


* RESOURCE ARBA - identifies « unique Resource Asn within cath Diezrict. 


PROVINCE - ths portion of the Physiographic Province tying within 2 Resouses Ase. (map of province boundaries avaiable 
wpos sequent). 


ACRES IN FORESTED LAND < ( figuees prescated here sefiec: 1990 eantais). 


DESPERSAL - fovest caves within cach Proviess portion of o Resouses Ases that ase 40 to 0) yeoss old end offer dispersal 
habienst for spones ents, as defined ia 1SC eepen. 


SUITABLE - fosem eaves within cock Proviess portion of « Ressuvss Asus that ase 6D we 200 years of. (Nesx Tobie | and 
Table 2 define “oulesbis habiens’ and ‘out eres’ os tees 6 yous old ~SUTTABLE is presented bere os 80-200 years 


o66 to allow presentation of Gems os OLD ecves). 


OLD GROWTH - faves cares wichie cach Provinss portion of « Resource Ase that are ot least 200 yuass old. (Nowe: chis 
hebiest hes been lumped inso “SUITABLE? ie Tadic 1 ond 2). 












TOTAL - soeal lead aves withie cach Proviess portions of « Tesousss Asen that is fosemed. 


ALL SALES - cout avenge of ofl enles within cach Province portica of 2 Resousss Asean. 


MAY SPPECT - camage of of cate unis that wil remove suitable out babies (80+ yeas of age) or that may effect ovts 
ther thas by cemerel of culesbte babien (1c: pomnibte Gistesbenss to news ont cin, semerel of ace habit where unt hes 


oot been verified to be easesupied ceresding to protcesi). 


ALL SALES - cul eqsengs of off cates withie coat Provines portion of @ Resourses Asse Gat oll come salable ov haba 
(vabeas wil cfuags be he cams os he MAY EPPECT vaiees lees te this covery, lees oy ale as eres Gees 
babies: et be considered as o aay effet). 


MAY GPPECT - essenge of off ante cals Gat oil remseve cuiabls ont babies: (09+ youn of og). 


SUITABLE HABITAT REMOVED THAT ‘WELL RESULT IN TAKE 


MAY GRFECT - comage of aff sate onies thst oul remove suiaable out habiens (80+ yeas of agp), and wil renutt is webs. 


$Y >. ec qupe 
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PRELIMINARY 
Finding of No | weno Impact 
t 


° 
South Valley Resource Area FY 1991 Timber Sale Plan 
Environmental Assessaent 


enegraest Sagens District has analyzed a proposal for 


tiaber sale progras trements for ch 
Area established the Eugene Record of Decision = 


Sera & a Ha 


ign features and potential sitigation seasures 
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mecessary, for vet weather hauling. Erosion contrs| seasures on =e 


reads that reasin dirt include a variety of the following: 
or subsoiling the reas and pleating trees. 
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aoprentaacely 2.9 acres of new construction and existing road are beir 
psciled and restored to productive - Where wildlife protectios 
is necessary, roads will be blocked off co prevent access. 
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Fisheries. and ether resources are epplicd as described in che HIF snd 


summarized in the FEIS and Record Decision 


Tables 1 and 2, which are attached, describe actions for 
individual units. 


District coordinates and interacts with other federal. state 


ial Elen steechas on hb agutianten beste en resource sanagesenc. 
RR MAB of this interaction. ‘ 
environmental 





















Oa 22, 1967, BLM and che Departwent of Fish and 
“ "The SLN-OOFru sed Owl t on 
BLM Lands in Vestern Pe r agreesent, BLM will procecc 
agounes owl habicat in 1/7 areas in the Eugene District for the duration 
of the current planning cycle. Eleven of chose areas are in the South 
Resource Area. Section 318 of Public Lew 101-121 yy ee 


in protection of two additional habitat areas in 
District; one of these areas is in the South Valley Resource Area. 
mw 


th Section 7 (a) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
¢ Land Menagenont Manual Section 6660.21, the 
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In eccerdance with gf ay oH cultural resource inventories of a.° 


proposed ciaber sale have been completed. Cultural 

values have met been confirmed on any prepesed units. sling ae 
Qxrease_of Critical Environmental Concern 

One proposed unit is adjacent so an Area of Critica! Environmental 
Concern (FEIS, p. 35). Se activities are alloved in the acto 
except log on exiscing roads 

Viawel Resource Management 


lines established 





-1.4 Overstory removal instead of clearcutting 
will occur on some of the acres to preserve 
second-grovth on en area vhere 
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A creek that had a slide years al ich 
a buffer of all vegetation has been exc uded 
from the unit. Also an area of TPCC-W will 
be excluded froa the unic. 


A riparian habitat protection zone on a third 
order stream adjacent to the unit will be 





A pertion of che unic lies within a Hs >itcat 
Censervation Area for spotted owls and will 
be excluded. 


Nest trees for red tailed hawks will be 
posted out of the unic. Pine and yew trees 

will be reserved for wildlife habitat and 
biological diversity. All vegetation will be 
reserved in an area of steep stream adjacent 


sideslopes. 


A of che unit will be excluded te protect 
pepelasion of the plant ich hes. 
recently been classified as sensitive’. 


A of the unit will be excluded for the 
fo reasons: 


past selective coenee 
the unic will be se y = p aaeeees of 
c to preserve advanced reproduction in a 
previously selectively logged area. 


A portion of the unit will be excluded 
Soeeree, se 00 Sumas Gaetan ont Nee been 












A peecies of the unit classified as TPCC-W will be 


Reet ret occurs in a portion ef the unit and will be 
replanted with resistant species. 
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UNIT ANALYSIS 





The location of proposed sale units are shown on the attached vicinity maps 
Table 1 shows location, volume, cutting practice, and other features and 
c 


impacts of the proposed action for ea 


sale proposed. Table 2 identifies 


streams classes in each unit and describes measures to mitigate impacts to 


water quality. 


More detailed information may be reviewed in tne sale — folders and other 


files locaced in che Resource Area office, 1255 Pearl 


V. Agencies and Individuals Consultsd 


This environmental assessment is made available co affected local, state and 


treet, Eugene. 


federal agencies as described in the Interrelationships section above. 


The following were involved in preparation of the environmental assessment. 


Participants Title 

Deane Haack Forester 

Jeff Gordon Ares Forest Mgmt Spec. 
Don Meckley - Area ineer 

Paul Gnerer Area Silviculturisc 
Emily Rice Area Resources Chief 
Nancy Anderson Forester 

Toa Jackson Forester 

Jeff Apel Forester 


Neil Ry an noe seeoesiee Biele ist 
Caro orgensen @ Biologist 
Alan Schloss Hydrol 4 
Scott Davis Soil Scientist 
Jerry Richeson Seil Scientist 
Michael Southard Archeologist 

Powe Forest Technician 
Forest Technician 
Forester 


Forester 

Fuels Specialist 
Botanist 

Policy Analyst 
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ID Team Coord. 
Timber Management 
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ID Team Coord. 
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neering 
Engineer 
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Soils, arology 
Soils ' 
Cultural Resources 
Cultural 
Silviculture/Culcural 
: ilviculture 
imber Management 
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For further infermation contact Deane Haack (683-6248). 


Analysis prepared by Cpe ¢ Hagch Date: LY l ?/ 
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ANALYSIS OF 11-40 CONDITIONS IN 
THE FOREST MATRIX - FY 199] 
EUGENE DISTRICT TIMBER SALE PLAN 








Te date the District has identified 41 potential timber sales totaling 
approximately 143.4 million board feet on approximately 3,818 acres. 


All but one of these sale actions are regular green timber units; the one 
exception being a sal sale. All are within the forest satrix outside of HCA 
1 and 2 areas. All the salvage sale affects forest stands of > 11 inches 
d.b.h. and » 40% canopy closure. » the 421 acres of thinnings will not 
reduce closure below 40%. None of the proposed sales are within HCA 3 or 


4 areas, Areas, or either of the two additional areas added 
under Section 318 the unconstitutional Public Law 101-121. 


The forest satrix outside of HCA 1 and 2 categories consists of 171 quarter 
township assessment units where BLM administers 40, or more, acres of forest 
land. The sales identified occur in 50 of these 171 quarter townships. 


Examination of the impact on the 11-40 conditions within the 50 quarter townshi 
revealed the following: . 








a) ©For 26 of the quarter townships, the percentages of land in the 11-40 
condition was greater than, or equal to, 50% postharvest. 


b) An additional 4 quarter townships had 50% cr more of their acreage in 
an 11-40 condition preharvest but fell below that level postharvest. 
The percentage decline ranged from 1% to 40%. 


c) The remaining 20 quarter townships had less than 50 percent of their 
acreage in an 11-40 condition prior to harvest, and as expected, had 
further reductions post harvest. 








The last page of this analysis is a ranking of the twenty-four quarter township - 
FY 1991 timber se*e combinations where the 11-40 condition is dropped below 50% 


as a result of the FY 1991 sale, or is already below 50% prior to proposed FY 
1991 sales. 


The ranking is based on the District Wildlife Biologist’s professional judgement 
of the importance of the following five (5) factors: 









l. . There are 
; the 
corridor linking the Coast to the Cascades. 
is whether locations are within either of these 
two R.A.0.C.s. Those inside the R.A.0.C.s are considered higher value than 
those outside. 
2. Usefulness of quarter townships to help ow!s 





move $ s is the second most important factor. Quarter 
townships within twelve (12) miles of HCA 1 or 2 are considered more 
important than those farther away. Those within 12 miles of two HCAs (1 or 
2) were considered even more valuable. 





«$67 










. Proximity of quarter townships to owl sites with 
r occupancy was the next consideration. Locations within 
y or more, owl pairs give querter townships more 









¢ Pp pa 

| : potential outside of the pattern do 
Only of 21 quarter tow-:aips are outside this pattern. 
Lands within these three quarter townships are less than one quarterseciton 
(160 acres) each. 




















consideration is the %-11-40 condition 
quarter townships with hi % of their land in an 
FY 91 sale are gore valuable than 


the above factors for use in 
containing the Mack’s Rose, 





pattern. 


of caution is in order. As mentioned above, this is ranking based on 
1 of the District Biologist. Resource area biologists may 

ef other » which in their view, aay just variations. Or, they may 

siaply prefer other numerical values which could different rankings. 


The numerical values used in this ranking are as follows: 


1 - Location within a USFAMS R.A.0.C. = 20 

- Proxiaity te HCA Is and 28 © 10 per HCA 

- Proxiaity te owl pairs © 10 if distance < 3 siles 

+ Location with GLA amership pattern = no value assigned - 4 Qtr Twps/sales 

outside the pattera are lowest priority. 

sda yy or te the sale © actual % values for each Qtr Twp. prior to the 
sale 
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RANKING (DESCENDING ORDER OF VALUE) OF 24 QUARTER TOWNSHIPS 
FOR THEIR VALUE AS SPOTTED OWL DISPERSAL HABITAT PRIOR TO PLANNED FY 1991 SALES 


Rank Proposed 
No, 


nt te tt & 2) & Eddy 
: i Whittaker 
Alaa Ranch 


Stennetts Fawn Fare 








1 

2 

3 

; Y Leo (3 & 4) 

6 Wild Bull 

7 Flatland 

8 Thirty-three & One i} 4&2 
9 Thirty-three & One (3 & 4 
10 Lake Creek 

ll Weiss Rd & Chopped Has 
12 Fox Hollow 

13 Chopped Ham (4) 

14 Get Rat 

15 Middie Gossage 

16 Huck Finn 

18 Number Nine 

19 Tom Tos 
20 Toothpicks 
21 Mack’s Rose 
22 Jones Creek 
23 Al Doane 
24 14-01E-SW Cassnor Peak 
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17S-02W-SE 
17S$-02W-SW 
175-C3E-NE 
17S-O03E-"W 
17S-CIE-SE 
17$-03£-SW 
17S$-O3W-NE 
17S$-03W-NW 
17S-03W-SE 
17$-03W-SwW 
17S-04W-NE 
17S-04N-NW 
17$-04W-SE 
17S-04W-SW 
17S-OSW-NE 
17S-O0SW-NW 
17S-OSW-SE 
17S-0S5W-SwW 
17S-O6W-NE 
17S-O06W-Nw 
17S-O6W-SE 
17S-06W-SW 
17S-07W-NE 
17S-07W-NW 
17S-07W-SE 
17S-07W-SW 
17S-O8W-NE 
17S-O08W-NW 
17S-O8W-SE 
17S-08W-SW 
17S-O9W-NE 
17$-O09W-NW 
17S-O9W-SE 
17S-09W-SW 
17S-11W-NE 
17S-11W-NWw 
17S-11W-SE 
17S-110-swW 
18S-O1E-NE 
18S-01E-NwW 
18S-O1E-SE 
18$-018-SW 
18S-01W-NE 
18S-010-"W 
18S-01W-SE 
18S-01W-SwW 
18S-O02U-NE 
18S-02W-NW 
18S-02W-SE 
18S-02W-SW 
18S-04N-NE 
18S-04¥-NW 
18S-04W-SE 
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S5C-11-40 OATA FOR EUGENE OISTRICT 
SP..<+++++ QTR.AC.. 


37.62 
-00 
293.28 
4037.11 
-00 

-90 
119.80 











37.62 
-00 
267.80 
3533.55 
-00 


38.20 
1285.96 
2084.41 
1029.87 
1574.63 
1416.83 

696.53 
1215.43 
351.17 
275.85 


1393.86 
1246.12 
602.56 
230.88 
258.53 
-00 

-00 

-00 

-00 





100 





267.80 
-00 


++ 2140.AC.90 1140.PCT 1140.AC.91 1140.?c> 
-91 
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1327.45 
1385.31 


“$0-11-40 DATA FOR EUGENE DISTRICT 
*8......+- QTR.AC.... 1140.AC.90 1140. 2CT 1140.AC.91 1160.2CT 


38.10 
41.10 
-0o 
45.55 
-00 
335.92 
1213.31 
493.33 
961.77 
1522.79 
758.15 
761.27 
1943.60 
919.96 
602.81 
887.76 
374.98 
119.40 
39.10 
-00 


301.32 
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38.10 
41.10 
-00 

-00 

-00 
335.92 
1213.31 
493.33 
961.77 
1484.79 
738.15 
761.27 
1943.60 
919.96 
602.81 
887.76 
374.98 
119.40 
39.10 
-00 

-00 
153.52 
-00 

-00 


-00 
2184.14 
.00 
143.10 
-00 


955.94 
293.92 
-00 
-00 
3.90 
48.90 
2.80 
191.10 
415.16 
261.32 
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'$9-11-40 DATA FOR EUGENE OIstrict 


fie eececccas QTR.AC....- 1140.Ac.90 1140.?7CT 1140.AC.$1 1140.?CT 


30 91 
47.02 61 47.02 61 
.00 *) -00 ie) 
-00 0 .00 e) 
-00 *) -00 0 
72.78 100 72.78 100 
-00 ° .00 ° 
00 0 .00 0 
00 rs .00 0 
771.11 30 771.11 30 
732.52 39 732.52 39 
631.05 34 601.05 32 
1245.72 42: 1245.71 42 
644.71 30 $91.71 27 
671.09 39 568.09 33 
1788.02 65 1788.02 6s 
392.75 22 392.75 22 
.00 0 .00 ° 
00 0 .00 ° 
00 0 .00 0 
00 0 .00 0 
00 0 .00 0 
$3.72 66 53.72 66 
00 0 .00 0 
.00 0 .00 0 
00 0 .00 0 
$89.35 76 $64.35 73 
.00 0 .00 0 
206.44 66 206.44 66 
1063.15 sO 1034.15 49 
.00 0 .00 0 
787.97 rT 787.97 48 
246.91 1s 218.91 13 
93.22 40 93.22 40 
11.26 2 11.26 2 
00 0 .00 0 
42.90 56 42.90 56 
462.06 29 462.06 29 
$67.73 64 $67.73 64 
688.63 74 640.63 69 
1637.14 74 «1637.14 74 
.00 0 .00 0 
00 0 .00 ¢ 
-00 0 .00 0 
15.87 100 15.87 100 
.00 0 .00 0 
.00 0 .00 0 
00 0 .00 0 
.00 0 .00 0 
170.18 ss 170.18 58 
.00 ° .00 0 
.00 0 .00 0 
.00 0 .00 0 
3225.78 1811.13 $6 1811.13 56 
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50-11-40 DATA FOR EUGENE DISTRICT 
QTR.AC.... 1140.AC.90 1140.PCT 1140.AC.91 1140. PCT 
$1 


29S-07W-NW 


20S-07W-SE 


20$-07W-SW 
20S-O8W-NE 
20S-08W-NW 
20S-08W-SE 
20S-08w-SW 
21S-01W-NE 
21S-01W-NW 
21S-01W-SE 
21S-01W-SW 
21S-02W-NE 
21S-02W-NW 
21S-02W-SE 
21S-02W-swW 
21S-03W-NE 
21S-03W-NW 
21S-03W-SE 
21S-03W-SW 
21S-04W-NE 
21S-04W-NW 
21S-04W-3E 
21S-04W-SW 
21S-0SW-NE 
21S-0SW-NW 
21S-0SW-SE 
21S-0S5W-SW 
22S-01W-NE 
22S-01W-NW 
22S-01W-SE 
22S-01W-SW 
22S-02W-NE 
22S-02W-NW 
22S-02W-SE 
228-02¥-SW 
225-03W-NE 
22S-03W-NW 
228-03W-SE 
22S-03W-SW 
22S-04W-NE 
22S-04W-NW - 
228-04W-SE 
22S8-04W-SW 
23S-01W-NE 
23S-01W-NW 
23S-O1W-SE 
23S-01W-sW 
23S-02W-NE 
238-02W-NW 
23S-02W-SE 
23$-02W-SW 
238-03W-NE 
238-03W-NW 












































2087.26 
-00 

-00 
2058.41 
-00 

-00 

00 

-00 
973.78 
331.85 
1071.49 
1101.98 
841.49 
1808.79 
1660.43 
273.23 
229.54 
2176.90 
437.46 
505.24 
273.55 
-00 

-00 
581.46 
154.86 
-00 

-00 

-00 
823.14 
-00 
373.27 
2087.96 
275.86 
114.77 
323.91 
2035.42 
467.85 
2251.00 
1553.96 
-00 


.00 
2146.77 
861.01 


315.29 
-00 
-00 
778.93 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
331.85 
445.36 
140.25 
1296.72 
$74.57 
75.63 
63.92 
632.89 
106.48 
256.92 
273.55 
-00 
-00 
388.07 
115.26 
-00 
-00 
-00 
479.84 
-00 
172.23 
1240.60 
120.48 
27.11 
46.41 
572.98 
409.37 
1477.02 
727.21 
-00 
-00 
90 
00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
00 
00 
484.13 

703.54 


-90 


nwoooocceooceoceocene 


Qn 


$73 


315.29 
-00 


63.92 
632.89 
106.48 
256.92 
273.55 

-00 
00 
388.07 
115.26 
-00 
-00 
.00 
459.84 
00 
134.23 
1194.60 
120.48 

27.11 

46.41 
572.98 
409.37 

1477.02 
727.21 
00 
00 
-00 
-00 
.00 
-00 
.00 
-00 
-00 
.00 
00 
00 
397.13 
703.54 
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OP..«+--+-+- QTR.AC.... 1140.AC.90 1140. PCT 1140.AC.91 1140.2CT 















90 
23S$-03W-SE 606.67 4.60 1 
23$-03W-sW 00 .00 0 
23S$-04W-NE 713.24 218.47 31 
23S-04W-NW 00 .00 0 
23$-04W-SE 00 .00 0 
238-04W-SW 00 .00 0. 
248-01W-NE 00 .00 0 
24S8-01W-NW 00 .00 ) 
24S-01W-SE 00 .00 0 
24S-01W-SW 00 00 0 
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4.60 
-90 
218.47 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-00 
-90 


ooooo°coror 











APPEROM B Defiassons of Coiume Headings weed is Tadies 
Ri Tepie | Columa Heséing Cefiniwons 
OWL INFORMATION: 


* OWL STE + EROWA OF locaucAs inctuding locations Of sites erth evidence of sustained use Dy Owts ang Lies wh 
caly apdea' 


TDNO - unique identification aumber for each ow site. Consuts of 2 four digs Maser Site Number and mav have an aitacned 
Ahernate Losation code weich Gesignates « site conter thet has moved from a previous locauca [DNO's greacer inan 4000 
have an artached T 10 wedicate o temporary mee center for acsdencal OM locauoes 


STATUS - Pe pair has bees verified Guring «« ‘vast one year since 1965. 2 territorial mais and female, per status 6 
vaksowa. Se single territorial owl observed és ing st least one year mace 1985, with no pair venfied during that time Ve 
hastorec Of ste, Dut so terruorel ces venfied uves 1985 


YR. year ia which 6 pair bes lam been verified at 2 cite. Ge pair never verified a: sie. 


HCA - HCA cueagory | thew 4 (as listed in the ISC report), for sale units that overlap HCA boundaries. O« sale unin oes 
‘act ie wkhia HCA. 


HCAID - identification sumber of cach HCA 


RESL? - Y© the aves withis 0.7 miles of site center lies wholly on reserved lends. Po port of area within 0.7 miles lies on 
reserved lands. Ne ares ovche 0.7 miles 10s compiete!y ovtssde of any reserved lands. Reserved iangs are areas indreen at 


the Director level or higher. 
PREHARVEST OWL ACRES WITHIN PROVINCIAL RADIUS 


Ow! acres refers to sunabie spotted ow hadiai (genersily 8+ years of ages) Phymographec promace and associsied mean 
home range radii are as imet 

Oregon Cosmndes 40© 612 miles 

Oregon Coast Range © 15 miles 

Klamath Mountains © 1.) miles 
Acreages listed reflect sucabte hebiemt emsnag on BLM. State. and Privete ands 


0.7 + owt seven within 0.7 miles of site center. 
.7-RAD - ow ccves tying Dereven 0.7 snd the promncal redius 
TOTAL - tots) ont ecres ewhia prowncial redius. 


SALE NAME ead UNIT - epecific sate name and vait thet lies within the provincial radius of 8 known owi sie. 
SR? - Yes or No~ oi these bs 6 seasonal restrictcs on harvest 7 
OWL ACRES OF SALE UNIT EPPECTING OWL SITE 

G7 - ont eaves of ate wait tying within 0.7 miles of owt sie. 


TRAD - ont cores in sale uni: tying bereces 0.7 miles and provincial radius of owt site. 
TOTAL - total owt acres of sale want lying within provincial radius of owt sue. 


SALE UNIT EFFECTS ON OWL SITES 





POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


0.7 ~ ont coves remaining whun 0.7 miles of owt site after this sale unit, by sell. is harvested. - 

TRAD + owl ecres remammung Lerween 0.7 miles and the provincial radius of the owt sie after this sale wnut. Dy 
tee, 6 harvesied. 

TOTAL - total owt seres remaining wihin the prowncial radius of the owt site after thes want. Dy wsell. 
harened 


A 
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CUMMULATIVE POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 
C7 ~ out coves romeining wichis 0.7 miles of ont site aher this sale wait, and all prior waits effecung ths sie are 
hervemed. 
T-RAD - ont sees remaining verwess 0.7 miles and the provincial radius of the owt wise alter this sale unit, and ail 
prer vacw effecung (hs mes ore harvuseed. 
TOTAL - tounl out coves remaining wuhia the provinaial radius of the owt sue after thet unit. and all pror units 
effecting (he mes ase bervemed. 
% ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yes or No - docs ot lean 70 coves of sulenbis habient exist asound ont site conter before harvest of sale wait. 


POST - Yes or No - ©48 a: lens: 70 ocres of suicabie babies: remain around ow site center after harvest of this tale 
a 


B2 Tebdle 2 Cotume Heading Definitions. 


SALE NAME end UNIT - iegni name of specific umbersaie and uass wuhis sole 


AREA OF CONCERN - CG© Coivmbie Gorge, CRe Const Ranga, SPe Seatiom Pam, SW South Willamette /Nomn 
Umpqua. RU Regua/Umpaqua. I-Se |-5/Asnisnd 


MAY EPPECT - Me may effect sirustion arising (rom harven of suitable habiat, Yo mey ef * «uation arising from 0 
seseee ether thes harvest of sunabie habica:, No co effec. 


HCA - HCA catagory 1 thre 4 (es listed in ths (SC report), for ante waus thet overtap HCA boundanes O° sale wan does ao 
ie wunia HCA. 


HCAID - idensificstion aumber of cect HCA. N/A® unt Gow not lie within HCA. 





SALE UNIT ACRES TO 88 REMOVED 
TOTAL - cecal sevenge within cock ante vai. 
SUTT. - eulabte out babies: (generally 0+ year of age) wtthin the cals wok. 


HARVEST METHOD © CLEAR CUT. SELECT CUT. THINNING, SALVAGE (lnctuding dows trees. hazard irees. sad 
green woes emsecinnsd wih eavege ens), ROAD 1.0.W. (caies to be clear out for rend righ-cl<y). 


TOTAL, - const carnage within exch sate unis to be removed by hervem meuhed. 


+ culaabis qut hablest (geecenity G+ years of age) within the cate walt. An americth (“) indiceres satert cut vans thet 
Sead anoenmiaay endl aaitens clam on cams eximtbtn chartanan Guo > anitgy oper ont bting asenn6 


batew 49 peccems. 
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BS Tebte 3 Cotume Mending Defaitiens 
| DISTRICT - BL Disets: same 
* RESOURCE ARBA - identifies « unique Resourses Ases withie cock Diewie 


PROVINCE - Ge portien of the Physiagraphic Provincs tying within « Resource Area. (map of proviace boundancs evedadic 
epos quan) 


ACRES IN FORESTED LAND =< ( figuess preseneed here safes: 1990 enatyais). 


DSSPERSAL - fovemt ames wihie coc Province pertics of « Ressusss Ases that are 40 te 8) years old and offer dispersal 
babies: Gor qpemes outs, as Gcfiesd ip SC epen. 


SURTASLE - fovem coves withie cat Provinss portion of o Ressuses Aces that ase 68 w 200 yous oi. (Nove Tobie | and 
‘Tuite 2 defies “oulenbte Rabiner’ and ‘ont ewes’ teen 6 yous o4. SUTTAGBLE is preseneed bore os 00-200 yan 


<6 w iow preseemtics of Gm os OLD emus) 


CLD GROWTH - tesem eaves withis cach Provinss portion of 2 Rescues Ages that are ot least 200 years old. (Note: ths 
hebien: hes been temped ince “SUTTABLED tc Tobie 1 and 7). 









TOTAL - count tend aves wtthie cock Proviess portion of o Resouces Ases that is fovemed. 


ALL SALES - coast easengp of off entes within cach Province portion of o Resourses Ame. 


MAY GPPECT - easengp of afi cafe cals Gat WE cemmere suleabte owt habien: (00+ year of age) oF that may effen: ows 
@ther Gas by cemerel of culeabie babies (Le: pemibte Gesesbanes 0 tnewe oni cits, emerel of cnn habicat where wan has 


ens Geen verified be easemupied cererding to preseent). 
TOTAL SUTTABLE OWL ACRES TO 88 REMOVED 


ALL SALSS - oud euengpp of @ cles within coed Provtnss portion of « Resseres Aces Gas 0 eels cutabls om hades 
(vabees @0 cbuage Oe Ge come os Ge MAY EPPECT vetoes eed is Oe coegery, Gow oy es Os RS 


babies wil be cuasidesed os 6 may effet). 
MAY GPPECT - emungp of of cafe cals het wl comers cuitatle ont babies (B+ yeas of op). 





MAY GRPECT - eavengp of of cals cals that we remove suitable ont babies: (00+ yeam of agp), and OH reset 0 t0he. 
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APPENDIX c. 
OCCUPANCY AND REPRODUCTION, 1985-1990 
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L792a 
EA-90-39 
0597s 
PRELIMINARY 
Finding of No ee eeaee Impact 
° 


t 
The South Valley Resource Area FY 1991 Timber Sale Plan 
Environmental Assessaent 
of 















Eugene District has analyzed a proposal for 
1991 annual ciaber sz‘\e program requiresents for che 


Area established hugene Record of Decision 
1983 and supported che tugens Timber Managesent F 
Statement ayes)” May 1983. 4 — 


fated design features and potential sictigation neastPe. 
the attached Environmental Assessment No. -EA-90-39. 
sa 


timber sale plan environmental assessaent (tA) is ~y =~ . 
on 2. 


ffter to the be ing of the fisca 
i991 sale plan, and sale offerings have been delayed while 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFW) on potential 


lan on the northern spotted owl, a species listed 
on July 23, 1990. os 4 ” 








and this FONSI are tiered with the aforementioned FEIS and 


The 
ROD. Other related environmental documentation includes the Programmatic 
Envi Record for Tiaber in Western Oregon (PEAR 


Management 
- 1974). Each of these documents may be reviewed at the Eugene District 





micigation seasures identified 
assure chat no significant adverse 
romment other than those already addressed in 
FEIS. Project design features and sitigacion 
ted towards those impacts described by ETS as 
ten-year cimber t plan. A Final Finding 
and Decision Record will be prepared for each 
to the sale offerings. 


tien contained in the EA, and all other 
information svailable to ge es summarized above, ic is ay determination ctac 
the 


“yo does not constitute « sajor Federal action affect the quality 
of . Therefore a new EIS or supplement to the — a. a EIS is 
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Environmental Assessment No. ORO90-EA-90-39 
FY 1991 Tisber Sale Plan 
South Valley Resource Ares 





by 
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timber Management Final 
+ pel and planni 
th - nal ers 

P 









the F 






and Record 1991 Cimber sale plan proposal is 
based am tn: State Office Instruction 
Memorandum No. O&- , & June 11, 1990. 








ispacts of che District's ten-year tiaber 

ted on lands allocated to intensive ctisaber 

the District's Management Framework Plan. The District 
ibilicy for developing and implementing the annual sale 
the trict’s three Resource Areas. The following 
the impacts of che South Valley Resource Area's 
enalysis is presented in two parts: 


b cake pion ont seuperee chen to tee impart 

e to ts 
impact in the FEIS. It also analyzes 
f the proposed action on the watersheds vithin 
idering not only sctivicies on SLM-adsinistered 























second part of the EA analyzes in tabular fore che 
Serees > Coeeneee Sate unit. A vicinity sap shows che 
t. 





documentation about each p sale unit 
South Valley Pesource Area off during regular 
#3 . wif 


offer 147 aillion 
Area cr has 
of 37.6 willion 
from the landing 
require road construction or 
onstructed in this 
. Reeds inte 
. All reads vere 
benefits of surfacing 
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necessary, for wet weather hauling. Erosion control seasures on the 
roads that remain dirt include « variety of the following: wvacer 
barring, secking or subsoiling the road and planting trees. 
oe 2.9 acres of new construction and entoting road are beirs 
tled restored to productive ground. Where wildlife procectcio- 
is necessary, roads will be blocked off to prevent access. 


Management treateents and ect des featur f sal 

ramaned aft FEI ofserice t sr 2° ; Plan ‘are 
om pages 5-ii. A detailed descriptc 

these operational practices can be found in one “ 










; rt ns act 
th che land use al tions end associated me peectices 
the Eugene District Management Framework Plan (MFP) 


Project des features that aitigate impacts to watershed, wildlife. 
el Git athee namemene ane'n Lied as described in the HFP and 


summarized in the FEIS and Record of Decision. 


Tables 1 and 2, which are attached, describe actions for 
individual units. 


Intarralationshins 
The Eugene District coordinates and interacts with other federal, state 


agencies on a continuing basis re resource sanagesent. 
12 ce 17 of che FEIS contain an seendin off ada interaction. _ 
environments] ausessment is presented to the State of Oregon's 


















I Clearinghouse and riate local cleari £ 
oview by af ~~ approp nghouses for 





ted agencies. 


1987, BLM and che Oregon Department of Fish and 
*The cos. “Gugeusee, See Speeese Ost Resegenene on 
Vestern ig cr this agreesent, ll protecc 
owl habitat in 1/7 areas in the Eugene District fek the duration 














of the current planning cycle. Eleven of those areas are in the South 
Val Resource Area. Section 318 of Public Law 101-121 (October 1989) 
resul in protection of two additional habitat areas in the Eugene 
District; one of these areas is in che South Valley Resource Area. 















: 7 Service on 
rning its petent e ts on 
hebicat. The results of BLM’s formal 
the USFWS, and any sodification of proposed ciaber 
consultations, will be documented in the 


and Decision Records which are prepared for che individual 





located in the southern portion of 
of the affected 
19 co 46. 


Land 
im the FERS (Table C-2. 
lands allecated for cultural 
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action fer the Sour® Yai ! ares which 
tre part of total Eugen- pieasiee FY91 ciaber sale 
are 


those projected as an average annual 


t 
af 


. 


proposed units totell 47 acres were deleted due ¢ 
AP yb yp J ' . 





temperature, and vater yield fron 
om BLM-administered land at the 
964 are on Table 3-6 of the 


i 














hot 
~ 
a7 


oh 
uf 


at 






i 
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es 
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Ht 
Bait 


Resource 
each sajor watershed. The estimates vere sade 
a resulting from five years of logging on 
° : 





ownerships, within the basin 


logging of BLM land alone cause ispacts chat 

t or State standards, inc the 

section of the me nny ote Aggy oo R 
standards on ollowing , dependin 

A. 4 timing and method of activities on other eunerships. 


al 


e EF 
é it 
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Total Vater 











Hill Creek 
Swale Creek 
scettings Cresk 
Doak 





from non-forestry activicies. 
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ané SV91-309.1, containing “Bureau sensitive" species. will be 
protected. Populations of ‘trac * species are tel 
pretected elsewhere. One plant site for « species tified on 
— A County sensitive plenc list will be protected. on unit 
-15.2. one sice, SV91L-11.2, will be resurveyed in 
teo ery to determine any sensitive species 
done. Forested portions of this unit had no 
soeus red AR nee pone : red or 
sens ; tiate aitigative 
SSosures vill be Taplenencea. tio" “Porensiace aisign 








Eish snd Wildlife 

Bes (aged -208 ‘years anf older} be 
harvested es the sale . reduc 
species on or strongly oriented te elder’ forces. 


The FY 1991 sale 
identified 
tablished 






Sen contains no units in the spotted owl habicac 
the BLM/ODFY agreement of December 1987. che 
under Section 318 of P.L. 101-121. or Habicac 
1990. "Report of 


rvation of 













the *50-11-40° criteria developed by the Scientific 
ttee, the 31 units in the FY 91 plan have been analyzed as 








fe : Twenty-one units fall in quarter townships chat did not 
meet the *50-11-40° criteria pricr to the sale plan, nine 
—— ~ ia that will still tig ertzocie 

a © township s c 
re@uce the "50-11-60° criteria. Me sale oie in 
this plen are te contain active nest sites of spotted owls. 
Ne propesed.cale-units are located within extended rotation areas. 








habitat along the 38,900 feet of first and 
thin and adjacent to the p clearcut 
7 acres of riparian tone. this, 


reserved, and 1100 feet (2.5 seres) vould 
turbed with « buffer where all tation is 
buffer of all vegetation would be left along 
(7 eeres) of ira order streams in and edjacent to units. 


habitat structure vould be partially sicigaeced 
as design features of i> Eengnes’ action. 

waits in the sale plan located in t-Vest 

, wildlife trees would be reserved averaging at 

acre. On all other clear cut units, snags and 


? 
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, 
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shi 
pret sore and unmerchantab 
= gar sttNGaite toing Grose yerend ot treseer piled. 
le logs over 28°"in diameter would be left on che 





ground in place 


Ses" 








Im esccordance with 36 CFR 800. cultural resource inventories of a1! 
proposed ciaber sale units have been completed. Cultural resource 
been tTmed on any proposed units. 


(FEIS, p. 35). We activities are allowed i 
log haul on existing roads. ~ = 


All sale units will be sanaged according to guidel 
for Visual Resource Management Class IV cree, p. 3. — 


poy 
r *yo—y and features of special note 

along vith che, the proposed mitigation are listed below by 

SV91-1.1 A small meadow with a buffer of trees will be 
excluded from the unit. An area classified 
as TPCC-W will be excluded from the unit and 
another TPCC-V area within the unit will be 
reserved except for permitting yarding 
corridora chrough ic. 

SV91-1.2 A meadow with a buffer of trees will be excluded 
from the unic. 

SV91-1.3 Am area classified as TPCC-¥ will be excluded 
from the unic. 


selective 1 occurred 25 years age. 
|e A el is adjacent to « Research Natural Area 
(ACEC). Me logging will be permitted in the RNA. 


SV91-4.1 wnli centains numerous oak and ash trees which 
be reserved. 


SvV91-4.3 A meadow and buffer of trees will be excluded 
from the unit. A rciparten habitat protection 





sone on «a third a streas vithin the unit 
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SV91-11.3 


SV91-12.1 


S$V91-15.2 


SV91-17.4 


‘ SV91-3046.1 


S$V91-307.1 


SV91-307.2 


$V91-307.3 


S$V91-309.1 


A creek that had a slide years al ith 
a buffer of all vegetation has been exc uded 
from the unit. Also an area of TPCC-W will 
be excluded from che unic. 


A riparian habitat protection zone on a third 
order stream adjacent to the unic will be 
reserved. 


A small portion of the unit was excluded to protect a 
population of che plant, = which is 
contained on the Lane County sensitive planc list. 


A portion of che unit lies within «a Habicat 
Conservation Area for spotted owls and will 
be excluded. 


Nest trees for red tailed hawks will be 
posted out of the unic. Pine and yew trees 
will be reserved for wildiife habitat and 
biological diversicy. All vegetation will be 
reserved in an area of steep stream adjacent 
sideslopes. 


A portion of the unit will be excluded to rotect a 
population of che plant ~ADACLUsA s.86e ich has 
recently been classified as eau sensitive’. 


A fon of the unit will be excluded for the 
following reasons: numerous streams with steep 
adjacent slopes, a unique stand of yew trees, portions 
are classified TPCC-W and advanced reproduction exists 
fol past selective lo . Amother portion of 
the original unic will be se ively logged instead of 
clearcut to preserve advanced reproduction in a 
previously selectively logged erea. 


A portion of the unic will be excluded 
because it has numerous meadows and has been 
reclassified as TPCC-W. Pine trees will be 
reserved for diversity. 


A riparian habitat protection zone to be reserved on 4 
third order stream adjacent to che unic will be 


expanded to protect «a tion of the plant, 
Giaicifues alate AF,» recently been classified as 


sensitive". 


A portion of the unit classified as TPCC-W will be 
excluded. 


Reet rot occurs in a portion of the unit and will be 
replanted with resistant species. : 
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UNIT ANG AYSIS 


The location of proposed sale units are shown on the atcached vicinity maps 
Table 1 shows location, volume, cutting practice, and other features and 
impacts of the proposed action for each sale proposed. Table 2 identifies 
—— ie. in each unit and describes measures to mitigate impacts to 
water qua _ 


More detailed information may be reviewed in the sale plan folde nd oth 
files located in the Resource Area office, 1255 Pearl Screer, Senens. oener 


V. Agencies and Individuals Consulted 


This environmental assessment is made availcbhle co affected local, state and 
federal agencies as described in the Incerrelztionships section above. 


The following were involved in preparation of the environmental assessment: 


Participants Tizls Resource Values Assigned 
Deane Haack Forester ID Team Coord. 

Jeff Gordon Area Forest Mgmt Spec. Timber Management 
Don Meckley Ares ineer ineering 

Paul Gnerer Area Silviculcurisce Silviculture 

Emily Rice Area Resources Chief ID Team Coord. 

Nancy Anderson Forester Fisheries/Wildlife 
Tom Jackson Forester Engineering 

Jeff Apel Forester Engineering 

Neil Armantrout Fisheries Biologist Fisheries 

Carole Jorgensen Wildlife Biologisc Wildlife 

Alan Schloss Hydrologisc Hydrolo 

Scott Davis Soil Sciencist Soils, Rarology 
Jerry Richeson Soil Scientiste Soils 

Michael Southard Archeologist Cultural Resources 
Larry Powell Forest Technician Cultural 

Gordon Orloff Forest Technician Silviculture/Cultural 
Steve Steiner Forester Silviculture 

Howard Paruan Forester Timber Management 

— Wilbur — Specialist — reere tine , 
ancy Wogen tanist tany es 

Daniel Bowman Policy Analyst Envirormental Review 


For further infermation contact Deane Haack (683-6248). 


Analysis prepared by Cres 6 Mapch — Date: 4] / 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


memorandum 


6842.1 ($32) 
PETS. State Director, Bureau of Land Management FEB 11 1991 6842.1 (094) 


svescr: Request for Fornal Consuitation Pursuant to Section 7, Endangered Species Act and 50 CFR 402.14 
Conceming FYS)1 YOUNG LEO Timber Sale. 


Russell DO. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2600 S.E. 96th Ave., Suite 100, 
Portand, OR 97226 


in accordance with Section 7(a)2 of tweEndatifered Species Act of 1973 as amended, the Gregon State 
Office, Bureau of Land Management (Bureau) requests format consultation on the FY 1991 YOUNG LEO 
timber sale which may effect threatened or endangered species. 


The proposed action is the YOUNG LEO timber sale which is located within that portion of the Oregon 
Coast Range Province that lies within the Coast Range Resource Area of the Eugene District. This sale 
is located in Township 19S, Range SW, Sections 5, 9, and 15. Please refer to the vicinity map in Appendix 
A of the biological assessment. The timber sale will remove 115 acres of suitable spotted ow habitat 
from Bureau lands in the Oregon Coast Range Province in western Oregon. 


The proposed YOUNG LEO timber sale was designed in conformance with the Bureau's direction 
provided by the Jemisor Spotted Ow Conservation Strategy and the Management Guidelines for the 
Conservation of the Northern Spotted Ow FY 1991 through FY 1992. The location and impact of this 
FY 1991 timber sale wes displayed on maps and overlays that were presented to the Fish and Widiife 
Service (Service) in September 1990. Additional map overiays are being transmitted to the Service in 
the FY91 consultation overview document based on informal consultation meetings held between the 
Bureau and the Service's Portland Field Office staff. These overlays display the curren spotted owl 
distribution related to this timber sale and verified ow pair sites found in the province in which the sale 
occurs. 


We have analyzed the effects of the proposed YOUNG LEO timber sale on proposed, threatened and 
endangered species that are known to occur in the vicinity of the timber sale. |t is the conciusion of the 
attached biological assessmert that this timber sale is likely to adversely affect the northern spotted owl 
or its habkat. Therefore, we request that the Service initiate formal consultation on the YOUNG LEO 
timber sale. 


Please direct ary specific questions or requests for additional deta on this consuitation package to the 
Area Manager for the Coast Range Resource Area, Eugene District (FTS telephone 430-6969). 
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BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
FY 1991 YOUNG LEO TIMBER SALE 
EUGENE DISTRICT 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 


INTRODUCTION 


The YOUNG LEO timber sale is one of 2/4 separate proposed timber harvest actions designed 
under the direction provided in the Bureau's Jamison Spotted Ow Conservation Strategy and the 
Managemert Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Ow FY 1991 through FY 
1992. These documents and maps with overlays were presented to the U.S. Fish and Widiife 
Service (Service) in September 1990 for reference. Additional map overlays providing new 
information and updating that provided in the previous overiays are included in the overview 
documes? that transmitted this and other individual FY 199! timber sale biclogic’l assessments 
from the Bureau to the Cervice for formal consultation. 


The purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and analyze the impact of the proposed 
YOUNG LEO timber sale on any listed or proposed species pursuant to the Endangered Species 
Act of 1973, as amended. The species to be addressed in this biclogical assessment are the 
northern spotted owl (Strix occidentalis cauring). 


This proposed timber sale is in compliance with Record of Decision on the Eugene Timber 
Managemert Plan issued in September 1963. This timber managemert plan remains in effect 
today while the district office develops a new, broader based Resource Management Pian (RMP). 
The RMP is scheduled to be implemented in October 1992. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 


The proposed YOUNG LEO timber sale is located within that portion of the Oregon Coast Range 
Province that lies within the Coast Range Resource Area of the Eugene District BLM office. Refer 
to Appendix A for a vicinity map that displays the location of the proposed timber sale. The 
Eugene District administers approximately 114,296 acres of forest land within the Coast Range 
Resource Area, Oregon Coast Range Province (Appendix B, Table 3). 


Tat:2 3 also shows that of the approximately 32,140 acres of the 114,298 acres of forest land in 
the Coast Range Resource Area, Oregon Coast Range Province are over 80 years old. For 
purposes of this assessment, forest lands over 80 years of age were considered as suRable 
habitat for spotted owls. This age group of forest stands is also the primary source of trees for 
harvest to meet the resource area's contribution to the district's annual timber harvest goal. 


The proposed action is to harvest 115 acres of suitable habitat (25 acres of mature and 90 acres 


of old growth forest) by clearcutting with an expected yield of approximately 5920 MBF of timber 
(refer to Appendix B, Table 2 for detailed information on this timber sale). 


Wt} 











in compliance with the Jamison Strategy. NO green timber sales are proposed in Habkat 
Conservation Areas (HCAs). 


There is no road right-of-way construction invoived in this timber sale. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the YOUNG LEO timber sale is described in 
the Eugene Timber Management Pian, EIS for the District. NEPA compliance documents in the 
form of individual environmental assessments are prepared annually. These environmental 
assessmerts may be revised, f necessary, based on the outcome of this biological assessment 
and/or after formal consultation. The affected environment has also been described in the 
following documents that have been previously shared with the Service: Spotted Ow 
Environmental Assessmert (February '967) the formal consultations on the Bureau's Pre 318 and 
Section 38 Timber Sale Programs (July 1990) and the Jamison Strategy and Management 
Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl (September 1990). 


A. The Northern Spotted Ow 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the northern spotted owl and the 
major structural components of its primary habitat. The best scientific information on the 
spotted ow is contained in the publication “Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Ow in 
Oregon,” (Forsman 1967) and in the interagency Scientific Committee (ISC) report entitied “A 
Conservation Strategy for the Northern Spotted Ow (Thomas 1990). 


Forsman 1960, and Thraikill and Mesiow 1990, further describe spotted owl habitat use in 
the Oregon Coast Range Province in which this timber sale is located. 


Suitable spotted ow habitat on Bureau lands is defined as forest land over 80 years old 
(see Appendix 8, Table 3 and Jamison Strategy Map Overiays). 


BLM’s pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation documents and the Jamison 
Strategy's, maps and overlays, presented spotted ow data on distribution, occupancy and 
reproduction data for known ow sites on BLM lands and adjacert private lands in western 
Oregon. Appendix C updates spotted owl occupancy and reproduction collected during 
invertories and monitoring conducted during FY 1990. The map overlays provide updated 
information on owl si'3 occurrence and distribution and a display of sutable habitat 
distribution on BLM lands. The information on the specific ow sites located within the 
vicinity of the YOUNG LEO timber sale is highlighted in Appendix 6, Table 1 and Jamison 


Pian Map Overiays. 


lV. ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 


A. Direct and indirect Effects 


40 > re 











The proposed action wil have an impact on the federally ated northern spotted owl. 


L 





The proposed YOUNG LEO timber sale wil remove 11: acres of suitable habitat from 
Sureau lends in the Oregon Coast Range Province. This sale occurs in the Oregon 
Coast Range Area of Concern. The clearcut method of timber harvest wi be used. 
This reduction of *sbitat equates to 0.36 % of the suitable habRat in that portion of the 
Oregon Coast Range Province that lies in the Coast Range Resource Area. Refer to 
Appendix 8, Table 2 for efiects of the sale on suitable habhat. 


No green tree timber saics are located in Category 1 HCAs. Appendix 6, Table 1 
summarizes the acreage of eutable habitat that is found on BLM lands within specific 
HCA(s) in the Oregon Coast Range Province in which this timber sale is located. 


enpacts on Known Owl Sites 


This proposed sale action wil impact one known owl site based on the 1.5 ive radius 
for this province. Although this sale lies within the 1.5 mile radius of the Cop. |; Creek 
ows she certer, the sale uni lies ertirely outside of the proposed HCA-3, designed 
according to the ISC Report. As the site center is not based on a nest or fledging 
location, but inctead on 4 pair locations over 2 summers, the ectusl location of the site 
certerand, hence, the circle is somewhat arbirary. However, the site center is based 
on the pair location that les fachest from the sale unit in question. For that portion of 
the Oregon Coast Range Province in the Ccest Ranges Resource Area R equates to 5 % 
of the pair sites and 0 % of the terrRorial sing'es. This sale resuits in the incidental take 
of one owl pair and no owl singles based on USFWS guideimes. information on the 
individual sites and thes status under the standards pre and p< harvest are shown in 
Table 1. information on the occupancy and reproduction records {1985-1990) on the 
impacted sites is dleplayed in Appendix C. Owl surveys for this eale mest the sale 
survey protocol described on page 6 of this documner:. 


it is estimated that 90% of the suitable spotted owl habitat in the resource area has 
been surveyed to date. However, each new fisid season brings the licalihood of 
finding new ovd(s) in previously surveyed but unoccupied hebRat. 


bnpacts on Oloperea! Habitat 


Wh reapect to the 50-58-40 née proposed by the ISC to provide dleperea! habitat, the 
proposed sale wil have the folowing effects. Tha sale occws within two quarter 
townships, both of which fall below the 50%-11-40 status. The acreage to be removed 
\would drop one township from 30 % to 27 % and would drop the second township 
from 38 % to 33 %). Refer to appendix D for specific acreages for the quarter 


townships impacted. 
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6. interrelated and irterdependert Actions 


Road construction activity wil remove 4.5 acres of sutable spotted owl habRat: af of this lies 
within the proposed timber sale unis. 


As a temm of the proposed action, the post harvest activities of sesh diepcea! and tree 
plarting could occur on approsdmately 115 acres. These actions wil have negligible effects 
on spotted ow habitat. Wf & is determined that the sesh disposal actly may presert an 
adverse siuation to a nesting pair(s) of owls or the young produced, timing restrictions wil 
be insted to reduce or eliminate the adverse effect. Although slash burning activiies wil 
reduce the emourt of down woody material on the sale uni — is not eqpected to appreciably 
aflect the potential of the site to provide fiture habitat for prey species of the owl. The slash 
burning targets the finer, lighter fusis and does not normally reduce the number of larger 
down woody pieces. These lerger pieces would be carried over into the new forest stand to 
meet habRat requiremerts for selected prey species. 


‘thin 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial thinning and fertilization of the 
regrowing stand may occur. This action would not have any adverse impact as — would 
involve the treatment of non-habist. This action may have some long term posiiive or 
negative effects upon owl habitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and fertilization wil 
be treated as a seperate action and have been consulted upon informas'y. 


C. Cwsmdative impacts 


1. There are only abot 40 acres of suttable habitat on private within the combined circies 
of the owls affected. This amourts to less than 5 percert of the total habRat within the 
area of the combined circles. A check of the OOF permit applications indicate no 
plans for harvest were on fle af the time of the check (February 1, 1991). 


Vv. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
A ARematives Considered 


Ouring the period covered by this Biciogical Assesemert, the Bureau considered and utilized 
many shemaiives to evold or reduce potertial impact of timber sales on spotted owls end 
they habaat. Alermatives considered and implemented inctuded locating timber sates onty in 
areas where no outs were located, dropping sales or sale units, dropping sale units within 
the particular radius of any known oe sites for the speciiic province, partial culfing units 
instead of clearculling end scheduling timber sales in unsuitable owl habitat. The Bureau 
has adopted the “Jamison Strategy’ and hes also reduced former cu levels in the Coast 
Range Resource Area from &0 million board fest per year to approximately 36 million board 
feat in FY91. Some of the epeciiic modifications that the Bureau adopted during the 
preplanning developmert of the YOUNG LEO timber sale to provide protection for spotted 
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onde and sutable habRat inciude the folowing: (describe). 


Conservation Measures 

The Jamison Swategy and Menegemert Guidelines that are being adopted by the Bureau 
beginning wih the F/ 1991 timber sale plan varies from the ISC spotted owl plen/stategy in 
providing euitable hebRat for spotted avis. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jemison 
Swategy incorporates af protection of sutable habitat in the ISC Commiltes’s HCAs 1 
through 4 and that which occurs on lands allocated for other resource values in the land use 


plans. 


AdGiiorally the Jarnison Strategy mairtains another 50.000 acres of suttable habRat, 
statewide, reserved trom harvest in the OOPW Agreemert Areas that were not part of the 
land use plan allocations or the [SC Sirategy. The Jamison Strategy implements nearty ai 
the ICS recommendations except application of the 50-11-40 née. 


implemertation of the Jemison Strategy in FY 1991 wil reduce ~istrict harvest to 
epprou:ately 147 millon board feet. This is a decrease from the approved arrwal 
aiowable cul of 223 milion board fest and also lower than the volume for the FY89 ard 
FYSO set by the Section 318 harvest level of 360 million board feet for the two year period. 
This resuits in a harvest reduction of appradmately 33 million board feet annually for FY91 
and FYG2 based on the approved anwunl alowable cu. 


Conservation measures implemerted by BLM inctude the BLM /Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wide Spotted Owl Management Agreemert signed in December 1987. in the 
agreemert, BLM agreed to defer timber harvest around §0 spotted ow sites resulting in the 
short-term protection of 239,000 acres of suitable habitat, statewide. Over 198,000 of these 
acres that ars currently being protected are located outside of HCA categories 1-2. OOFW 
Agreemert Arens located outside of Categories 1 and 2 HCAs within the Coast Range 
Resource Area cortain an additional 9 ow sites which are designated as Category 3 HCAs. 


Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 1983 Timber Managemert Plans 
were designed to provide habitat diversity for the species of widiile inhabaing cider forests. 
Over 46,300 acres of 200 plus year-cid forests were removed from the timber harvest base 
or placed on long rotation to provide for a variety of species, including the spotted owl, baid 
eage, other forest raptors and riparian zone protection. Some of these acres are now 
inccrporated with other land use restrictions, e.g. HCAs. 


The Secuion 318 legisiation required the Burseu to increase the number of “high priority’ 
spotted owls being protected by 12 sites. These new sites were selected in cooperation 
with the Service and Oregon Department of Fish and Widille. The new spotted ow sites 
enhance the distribution network of protected sites and resulted in 2377 acres of suRable 
spotted owl habitat being added to the 12525 acres included in the BLM/OOFW Agreement 
on Coast Range Resource Area to insure the continued existence of the owl on Bureau 
lands in western Oregon. Approximately 70% of the edeting OOFW Area acreage ‘s in 
proposed HCAs, and 95% of the Section 318 acreage is in HCAs on Coast Range Resource 
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Aves. The Gureayu is commited to protecting these .cwl sites twough FY 1962. At such time 
as the spolied ow recovery pian is compisted the Bureau wil incorporate the applicable 
recommendations /actions ito future land manegemert pien decisions. 


in eddiion, numerous sales have boen modified (units deleted) or completely cropped as 
outs were Giscovered during pre-sale invertory. 


Al sales wil have been invertoried using Bureau adopted protocol. The following is a 
summary of the protocol for surveying timber sales discussed and developed at the BLM 
Biclogist meeting in February 1990. 


To conduct a complete survey of a timfier sale area: 


Conduct 3 complete nighttime surveys of the area in each of 2 years. if there 
is only time for | year of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


Occupancy surveys should be conducted between Apri 1 and July 31, with at 
least 2 surveys before June |. 


Walt a minknum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


Survey ef suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the sale area, uriess & lies within 
1 mile of a inown ow site. 


if owls were encourtered status (pair or single) wil be determined by 
followup visits 


The reproductive status determination was given a high priority where pair 
status was determined the reproductive status determination visis cortinued 
unt® August 31 in some districts. 


C. Contingency Plans 


Aa FY 


1991 timber sales contracts wil contain the following recertiy developed 


special provision: 


Special Provision E-< 


The Purchaser shall immediately discontinue specified construction or timber 
harvesting operations upon write) notice from the Contracting Officer that: 


(1) 


thweatened, or endangered plants or animals protected under the Endangered 
Species Ac: of 1973, as amended, may be affected by the operation and a 
Getermination is made that consultation or reiniiation of consuitation is 


required concerning the species prior to continuing operations or. 
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@ ‘tederal candidate (Category 1 end 2), sensitive or State listed species 
protected under BLM Marui 6840 - Special Status Species Managemer: - 
have heen discovered and a determination is made that continued operations 
would affect the species or Es habitat. 


Olscortinued operations nay be resumed upon receigt of written instructions 
end aiuahortzation by the Corsrecting Olficer. 


in the evert that operations ere halted under the special provision E- the 
Sureay has several courses of action: 


a Require « seasccw restriction (March 1 to September 30) within the 
vicinty of an ow pair ural 8 is documented that nesting or fledging is 
completes uw hai nesting wes not initiated or # intiated hed feled. 


b. Negotiate wih the Purchazer end modify the timber sale by dropping a 
una that is ceusing the “may affect’. 


. in addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be written into the contract 
t© seasonally restrict operstions in those areus that ars lose (within a 0.5 mile) to 
Ged nests or activity centers to avoid harasemert of outs or thelr progeny. For 
@campise no burning would be afowed on any unit that is within 2 0.5 mile of a 
confrmed neating palr between the date nesting is confirmed and Jue 30 of the 


nesting year urvess modified by the widille bictogist 


The Bureau wi give strong consideration to esdopting the Disiuences criteria 
process for determining § coneuitation is required that are presently being drafted by 
the "NW Spotted Ow RDA - technical task group. 


BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 


it is the conciusion of this biclogical assessrnert that the FY91 proposed YOUNG LEO timber sale 
may adversely effect the northern spotted owt. This conclusion is based on the fect that this sale 
wi remove 116 ecres of suftable habitat (60+ year cid forest) wihtin the Oregon Coast Range 
Area of Concem. These acres proposed for harvest also remove hebRat in the Oregon Cosst 
Range Province witin the 1.5 he rads of one inown pair of spotted oxts. 


Formal consuftation ls requested on this timber sale which contain units that “may adverssly 
elect the northem epoted cat. The Bureau wi continwe to Wiliete consuitation on any timber 
sale where « ieted epecies is iwoived and where the Bureau has Glecrefionary smhorty. 
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2 | GdibRA __ -vicinhy map 

- showing timber sale boundaries /unis 

- elected ow sites with province radius circies 
3. Biological evaluations, as available 
4. Environmental Assessments - f available for individual timber sales. 


s. Other relevant documents - studies, research, etc. (¢.g., density study area progress report) 
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APPHEKK B. Definitions of Colums Headings used in Tabdies. 
Bi. Tables 1 Columa Heading Definitions. 


* OWL STE mown owt locations, including locations of sices with evidence of sustained use by owls, and sites with 
nly inciéeneal 


IDO - enique identification number for each owt site. Consists of s four dig Master Site Number and may have an sttacned 
Alsernats Locstion code which designates a site conter that has moved from 2 previcus location. IDNO's grescer thea 4000 
have an attached T to indicass a temporary site center for incidental owt locations. 


STATUS - Pe pais hes been verified during at least cas year since 1985. 2@ territorial male and female, pair satus is 
uaknowa. So sags tersiorial ont chesrved Guring at least one year since 1985S. wich a0 pair verified during that time. N= 
tissosis ont sien, but an sersieocial owts verified since 1985. 

YR- year in which « pair has lest been verified at 2 site. OOo pair never verified a: sic. 


HCA - HCA catagory 1 thre 4 (as listed ia the ISC report), for sale waits that overiap HCA boundaries. 2= sale unit does 


act ie wehia HCA. 

HCAID - idencification sumber of each HCA. 

RESL?- Yo the acca within 0.7 miles of site center lies wholly on reserved lends. Pe pert of aren» ~- ~~ miles lies on 
seserves lends. Neo oases within 0.7 miles lies completely outside of any reserved lands. Reserved |a. 23s withdreer, 1: 
the Disecser level or higher. 


PREHAR' ES OWL ACRES WITHIN PROVINCIAL RADIUS 


Out scses refers to sunable spotted owl habitat (generally 80+ years of age). Physiogrepiuc province and associated mean 
home ranges cadii ase os ined: 

Goagen Cosmmdes 4 12 miles 

QGuagen Coan Ranges ©. 15 miles 

Kemet Mevemias © 1.3 miles 
Acreages lissed reflect suicabie habica: existing on BLM, Scate, and Privere lands. 


G7 + ow aces within 0.7 miles of site ceater. 
-7-RAD - owt acres lying berweca 0° and the proviacial redius. 
TOTAL - ctal owt acres withia provincial radius. 
TIMBERSALE INFORMATION: | 
SALE NAME end UNIT - specific sale name and unit that lies within the provincial redius of a known owl site. 
SR? - Yes or No - will there be 2 seasonal restriction on harvest 7 


OWL ACRES OF SALE UNIT EFFECTING OWL SITE 


G7 ~ ont acres of sale unk lying within 0.7 miles of owl site. 
TRAD - ow acres in sale unk tying berween 0.7 miles and provincial redius of ow site. 
TOTAL - total ont acres of sale unit Inag withia prowacial radius of owl site. 


POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


0.7 ~- ow ecres remaining withia 0.7 miles of ont site cher this sale unit. by cecil. is harvened. 

TRAD - owl acres romsining between 0.7 miles and the provincial radius of the owt site after this sale unit, by 
iesetf. is harvested. 

TOTAL - total owl acres remaining within the provincial radius of the owl! site after this vait. by self. is 
harvested. 














ney 


CUMMULATIVE POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 
G7 ~- ont scves remsining within 0.7 miles of owt site after this tale unit, and all prior units effecting this site are 


harvested. 
RAD - owt acres somaining berwecs 0.7 miles and the provincial radius of the owt site after this sale unit. and ail 


pater unns effecting this mes ere harvested. 
TOTAL - tant ont ecres semsining within the provincial radius of the owi sits after this wait, and ail prior units 
effecting this site are harvested. 
7 ACRE CORE 
PRE ~ Yes or No - does at least 7 acres of suicabie hebiest exist esound owt site center before harvest of sale unit. 


POST - Yes or No - oil at least 7 acres of sustable haditat remain around owl sise center after harvest of this sae 
whet. 


B2 Tobie 2 Cotume Heading Deflnicions. 


SALE NAME ead UNIT - iegni same of specific timbersaie and units withia sale. 


AREA OF CONCERN - CG Cotumbis Gorge, CR= Const Range, SP= Sentiam Pam, SW* South Willemene/Nonh 
Umpqua, RUs Roges/Umpequa. I-5< |-5/Achiand. 


: MAY EPPECT - Me may effect situation arising (rom harvest of suitable habitat. Y° may effect situation arising (rom 8 
: season other thea harvest of sucabie habuat, Ne ao effect. 





MICA - CA catagory 1 thre 4 (es lesed ia the [SC report), for sale enies that overtap HCA boundaries. O« sale unit does not 
ie withia HCA. 


HCAID - identificetion aumber of cach HCA. N/A®= unk does act lic withia HCA. 


- ..”6h UCU 


SALE UNIT ACRES TO BE REMOVED 
TOTAL - total acreage within each sale unit. 
: SUTT. - suiable owl habica: (generally 60+ years of age) within the sale unit. 


HARVEST METHODS TO BE UTILIZED 


HARVEST METHOD «= CLEAR CUT. SELECT CUT. THINNING. SALVAGE (inctuding down trees. hazard trees. and 
green :rees associated eth saivage vans), ROAD R.O.W. (units to be clear cut for reed ngnt-ol-«2ys). 


TOTAL - socal screage withia cach sale unit to be removed by herve acthod. 


SUTT. - sulesble owt hebicat (generally 60+ years of age) within the sale unit. An amterick (*) indicates selec: cut units (n31 
hove suieable ont hebicst within them and which will remain suitable after harvest Gus 00 canopy cover act being reduced 


detow 40 perusnt. 
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BS Tebts 3 Cotume Heading Definitions. 
DESTRICT - SLM Dice's cams 
* RESOURCE ARBA - identifies s nique Rex . 208 Assn within cach District. 
PROVINCE - the portion of the Physiegsuphic Province lying within « Resource Arsen. (map of provinces boundaries svadebie 
epes sequent). 
ACESS IN FORESTED LAND < ( figuses presences hese sefiec: 1990 anciysis). 
DESPERSAL - Sesest coves withis cach Proviacs portion of a Resousce Agen that ase 40 to 80 yours old and offer dispersal 
habiest for epewed outs, as defined ia [SC reper. 


SUITABLE - fosemt acres withia cock Province portion of « Resource Aces that ave 89 00 200 years cid. (Nove Table | and 
Tatts 2 define “suleable hebicar’ aad ‘owt acres* as grester than 80 years old. SUTTABLE is presenced here as 80-200 years 
od to allow preseumecion of deta ca OLD GROWTH acres). 


OLD GROWTH - doves: acres wishia each Province portion of 2 Resousce Ases that are at least 200 years old. (Nove: this 
babies has been temped ince “SUTTABLE’ ia Tabdis 1 aad 7). 
TOTAL - socal tend aves withia cack Proviace portion of s Resource Aves that is forested. 


ALL SALES-:: savengs of off anles within cock Province portion of 2 Resource Area. 


MAY EPPECT - acreage of afi ante eniss that wil remove suitable ont babies: (D+ yours of age) or that may effect ows 
other thas by semeovel of cultabic babies (Lc: poasibie Gsrerbencs to known oni cise, removel of non hebicat where vai has 


ast been verified to be uacesupied esserding to presocal). 





ALL SALES - woeal cevenge of aff safes within each Province portion of s Resousve Ases that will remove suicable owt hebist 
(valuss wil aizeys be the same as the MAY EPPECT veives listed in this category, sine any sale tha: removes suitable 
habia: off] be considered as 8 aby effect). 


MAY EFFECT - acreage of afl sale waits that will remove suitable owl habicat (80+ yerrs of age). 


SUITABLE HABITAT REMOVED THAT WILL RESULT IN TAKE 


MAY SRFICT - avenge of off sate unies thet will remove suicable ont bebient (80° years of age), and will result in take. 
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1985-1990 


BLM--EUGENE DISTRICT 


SUMMARY OF SPOTTED OWL 


02 JANUARY 1991 


APPENDIX C. 
OCCUPANCY AND REPRODUCTION, 
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Oat CREEK 

' PITTENGER-GALL 
SALERATUS CREEK 
SWARTZ CREEK 
UPPER CONGDON CREEK 
WAITE CREEK 
WALKER CREEK WEST 
WALTON 

WHITTAKER CREEK 
WOLF CREEK 
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The printouts contain the following 
information categorized by resource area, for each District: 


Location name 
Pair status 
Number of juveniles located 


Pair status and the number of juveniles located are indicated for each year 1985 
to 1990, inclusive. 


‘This report was generated from the Site and Owlsum files of our Spotted Ow! 
Database. Locations have been summarized for which both Site and Owlsumm entries 
are available. Codes are used to identify Resource Area and pair status. To 
facilitate interpretation I am including a list of the resource areas and their 
coding number. Pair status is coded “-", “P”, “A”, “S", “O°: 





- = No surveys were conducted 
P 2 A pair was located 
Az A pair plus and additional bird were located 


$ = A single bird (either sex) was located 
0 = No birds were found 


The number of juveniles is self explanatory, a hyphen ontsen that no .surveys 
were conducted that year. 


There is 1 point that needs to be reiterated with this report--Only owis 
found at locations that meet or have met our site criteria and subsequently have 


entries in the Site and Owlsumm files are reported. 
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EUGENE DISTRICT 
: ~ 1991 1991 | TOWNSHIP 1990 1991 
: | TOWNSHIP SALE SALE | QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
2 AREA SALE NAME QUARTER ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
Coast Range Lake Creek 15S-07W-NW 42 42 4027. 3= 1321 33 1279 32 
McKenzie j$ Cassnor Peak 14S-01E-sw 47 47 121 83 68 36 30 
NeKenzie j Toothpicks Salvage 145-01W-SE 40 20 807 153 19 133 16 
MéKenzie Cash It Ina 158-02W-SE 240 30 3997 3100 78 2070 °77 
NeKensie $$ Warner Salvage 158-02W-sw 5 s 2840 2100 74 2095 74 
: Coast Rarge Flat land 15S-06W-NwW 80 60 3574 =: 2245 63 2165 61 
me Coast Range Furguson Blowdown 15S-06W-swW 8 0 2749 426 16 359 13 
! Coast Range Macke Rose 158-06W-swW 6 8 
Coast Range Thirty Three & One 15S-O6W-SW | 61 61 
Total 77 69 
McKenzie Huck Finn 16S-018-NE 4s 4s _ 222 90 41 4s 20 
_MeKenzie Johnson Thin 16S-018-sw 90 5 1000 962 96 957 96 
McKenzie 23 to 9 168-0 1W-NW 80 80 931 $46 59 466 so 
. McKenzie 23 to 9 16S8-01W-SE 70 70 17640S(«1318 74 1248 70 
_MeKenzie Mariiah 16S-02E-NW 41 41 489 315 64 274 56 
HeKensie Helle Gate 168-02£-SE 40 40 875 563 67 $43 62 
NeKensie j§§ Good Toa 168-02€-sw 22 22 1600 1373 86 1225 77 
HeKensie $$ Huck Finn 168-028-sw 126 8=.:126 
. Total 146 0=Ss«148 
McKenzie Musber Nine 168-O2W-ww | 27 27 1680 08=s_ «1824 62 1497 61 
McKenzie Allison Cr 16S-02W-SW 245 8 2769 1542 56 1467 $3 
NeKensie  #§§ Number Wine 16S-02W-SW 67 67 
McKenzie Allison Cr 8lvg 168-02W-sW 2 0 
Total 314 7S 
MeKensie § Tom Toa 16S-03W-NE $2 52 649 326 36 274 32 
Coset Range Thirty Three & One 16S-06W-NE 65 65 737 440 60 375 $1 



























































1991 1991 TOMNSHIP 1990 1991 

RESOURCE TOWNSHIP SALE SALE | QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 = «1991 

AREA SALE NAME QUARTER ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 

Coast Range Thirty Three G One 165-06W-lW 30 30 1892 387 20 356 19 
Coast Range £&-91-110 Row 168-O6W- Ww 1 i 
Total 31 31 

Coast Range Jones Creek 168-06W-SE 71 71 120 88 73 17 14 

NcKeasie Good Tom 178-028-NE 27 27 2487 2221 89 2194 as 

McKenzie SHuaber Hine 178-02W-0u 23 23 605 279 46 256 42 

NcKeasie Martin Power 178-038-0w 142137 4037 49-3534 ry) 3397 64 
McKenzie Ridge Top Slvg 178-038-wu is 0 
Total 187 137 

Coast Range Wild Bul 178-O6W- sw 40 38 246 38 16 1) A) 

Coast Range Cedar Pot Thinning 17S-07W-SE 28 0 1187 1030 87 1030 87 
Coast Range Lookout Thinning 178-07W-SE 30 0 
Total 58 0 

Coast Range Cedar Pot Thinning 178-07W-SUu 65 0 2364 1875 67 1875 67 
Coast Range Lookout Thinning 178-070-Su 100 0 
‘ Total 165 i) 

McKensie Shore Fall 168-01 8-swW 93 93 1$31 464 24 371 19 

MeKeasie _ Thursetoa High (1868-01W-mw 15 15 20786 1246 60 1231 59 

®. Valley All Doane 188-05W-SE $5 46 115 46 40 0 0 

Coast Range Cedar Cr ROW 168-06W-SE 2 2 975 493 $1 491 50 

Coast Range Lookout Thinning 185-070-NE 25 2s 2715 1523 56 1460 54 
Coast Range Wild Bul 168-07W-NE 38 38 
Total 63 63 

Coast Range Whittaker Cr ROW 188-O06W-SW 2 2 1596 375 23 373 23 

McKenzie Nt Salem Slvg 198-018-NE 4 i) 2559 - 2164 8s 2164 es 
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1991 1991 TOMNSHIP 1990 1991 
SALE SALE QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
Aches 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
149 23 $93 396 67 373 63 
64 a4 1806 1040 568 956 $3 
‘ 8S. Valley Pox Hollow 1338-04-10 61 - «662 544 282 46 191 3s 
4 P 
S. Valley Chopped Hean 198-04W-SE 1086 106 1327 646 49 404 "30 
. S. Valley Weies Road 198-04W-SE 134 134 
: Total 242 242 
8S. Valley Chopped Heam 198-04W-sw 40 40 13865 301 22 261 19 
Coast Range IP Elkkhora ROW 198-06W-NE i i N/A - HCA 
Coast Range Alaa Ranch 19S-07W-SE 30 30 1869 631 34 601 32 
Coast Range Young Leo 198-06W-NE $3 $3 2166 645 30 $92 27 
Coast Range Eddy Whittaker 198-O08w-sw 41 41 1711 671 39 568 33 
Coast Range Young Leo 19S8-08W-1W 62 62 
Total 103 103 
McKenzie Lost & Pound Slvg 208-01£-swW 3 i) N/A - HCA 
McKenzie Middle Gossage 208-0 1W-wwW 25 25 774 589 76 564 73 
McKenzie Middle Gossage 208-02W-NE 29 29 2120 1063 $0 1034 49 
S. Valley Get Rat 208-02W-swu 26 28 1675 247 15 219 13 
8S. Valley Change 999 208-04W-SE 45 45 925 686 74 641 69 
S. Valley Lets Cr Row 208-0SW-sw i i N/A - HCA 
8. Valley Sawling Cedar 218-010-swW 108 106 1071 764 71 576 54 
S. Valley Row River 218-01W-sW 80 60 
Total 168 168 
.8. Valley Table Creek 228-0 1W-w 20 20 823 480 $8 460 $6 
8S. Valley Table Creek 228-01W-sW 36 36 373 172 46 134 36 
8S. Valley Slwe Rock 228-02WN-NE 46 46 2068 1241 $9 1195 $7 
8. Valley Laurel Witt Thin 225-030-SE 80 0 2251 1477 66 1477 ow 
&. Valley Laurel Witt Thin 225-030-sw 114 0 1584 727 47 727 47 
Fiz 
































TOmMSHIP 1990 31991 
QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
2147 404 23 396 18 
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ANALYSIS OF 11-40 CONDITIONS IN 
THE FOREST MATRIX - FY 1991 
EUGENE DISTRICT TIMBER SALE PLAN 


Te date the District has identified 41 potential timber sales totaling 
approximately 143.4 sillion board feet on approximately 3,818 acres. 


All but one of these sale actions are regular green tiaber units; the one 
exception being a salvage sale. All are within the forest satrix outside of HCA 
1 and 2 areas. All but the sal sale affects forest stands of > 11 inches 
d.b.h. and > 40% canopy closure. , the 421 acres of thinnings will not 
reduce canopy closure below 40%. None of the proposed sales are within HCA 3 or 
4 areas, 8LM-OOFW t Areas, or either of the two additional areas added 
under Section 318 of the unconstitutional Public Law 101-121. 


The forest .itrix outside of HCA 1 and 2 categories consists of 171 quarter 
township assessment units where BLM administers 40, or more, acres of forest 
land. The sales identified occur in 50 of these 171 quarter townships. 
Examination of the impact on the 11-40 conditions within the 50 quarter townships 
revealed the following: 














a) © For 26 of the quarter townships, the percentages of land in the 11-40 
condition was greater than, or equal to, 50% postharvest. 


b) An additional 4 quarter townships had S0% or more of their acreage in 
an 11-40 condition preharvest but fell below that level postharvest. 
The percentage decline ranged from 1% to 40%. 


¢) The remaining 20 quarter townships had less than 50 percent of their 
acreage in an 11-40 condition prior to harvest, and as expected, had 
further reductions post harvest. 


The last page of this analysis is a ranking of the twenty-four quarter township - 

FY 1991 timber sale combinations where the 11-40 condition is dropped below 50% 
A, oe of the FY 1991 sale, or is already below 50% prior to proposed FY 
1991 sales. 


The ranking is based on the District Wildlife Biologist’s professional judgement 
of the importance of the following five (5) factors: 















-A.0.C.8 in ugene District; the 
Yi 1 Lapel te —Norkh Upeaua corridor linking the $. 
most important factor is whether locations are within either of these 
two R.A.0.C.s. Those inside the R.A.0.C.s are considered higher value than 


those outside. 


2. Proaimity ta Hef i and 25. Usefulness of quarter townships to help owls 
move between $ 2s is the second most important factor. Quarter 
townships within twelve (12) miles of HCA 1 or 2 are considered more 


important than those farther away. Those within 12 miles of two HCAs (1 or 
2) were considered even gore valuable. 
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3. . Proximity of quarter townships to owl] sites with 
occupancy was the next consideration. Locations within 

(3) of one, or gore, owl pairs give quarter townships sore 
value than those farther away. 


























4. Quarter townships located 
owmership pattern are 

potential and these outside of the pattern do 

21 quarter townships are outside this pattern. 

Ss. The last consideration is the %-11-40 condition 


sale, , quarter nt I with higher & of their land in an 
1-40 condition orien’ to the proposed FY 9] sale are gore valuable than 
those with smaller % 11-40 condition. 


Arbitrary numerical values were assigned to each of the above factors for use in 
the ranking process. Note that quarter townships containing the Mack’s Rose, 
and Al Doane sales were placed at the bottom of the list (low 
ly = Ap ny Bn PP ee This was 
they, like the “Cassnor Peak" quarter “township", are outside the BLM 


“omership" pattern. 


A word of caution is in order. As mentioned above, this is ranking based on 
onal judgement of the District Biologist. Resource area biologists may 
of other factors, which in their view, may justify variatio-s. Or, th-» may 
siaply prefer other numerical values which could produce different ranki-,s. 


The numerical values used in this ranking are as follows: 


1 - Location within a USF&WS R.A.0.C. = 20 
Bw fe SAA ARO. 
4- 



















Proximity to owl pairs = 10 if distance < 3 siles 

Location with BLM ownership pattern = no value assigned - 4 Qtr Twps/sales 

outsice the pattern are lowest priority. 

5 - "ees or to the sale = actual % values for each Qtr Twp. prior to the 
sale 
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RANKING (DESCENDING ORDER OF VALUE). OF 24 QUARTER TOWNSHIPS 


FOR THEIR VALUE AS SPOTTED OWL DISPERSAL HABITAT PRIOR TO PLANNED FY 199] SALES 


Rank 
No. 


] 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
1] 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 


Location 


OTR TWP 


22-01W-SW 
19-08W-Nw 
19-07W-SE 
23-O3W-NE 
19-O6W-NE 
17-06W-SW 
15-06W-NW 
16-06W-NW 
15-06W-Sw 
15-07-NW 

19-04W-SE 
19-04W-NW 
19-04W-SW 
20-02W-SW 
20-02W-NE 
16-O1E-NE 
17-02W-NW 
16-O3W-NE 
14-01W-SE 
15-06-SW 

16-06-SE 

18-OSW-SE 
14-O1E-SW 





20+20+10+46 
20+20+10+39 
20+20+10+34 
20+20+10+23 
20+20+10+30 
20+20+10+16 
20+10+10+53 
20+10+4 10+20 
20+10+10+16 
20+104 0+11 
0+20+ 0+49 
0+20+ 0+46 
0+20+ 0+22 
0+20+ 0415 
0+10+ 0+50 
0+10+ 0+41 
0+ 0+ 0+46 
0+ 0+ 0+38 
0+ 0+ 0+19 
20+ 0+ 0+ 8 
20+ 0+ 0+73 
20+ 0+ 0440 
0+ 0+ 0+68 


at. ~ he. 


Jab 


Proposed 


Table Creek 

Young Leo (1 & 2) & Eddy Whittaker 
Alma Ranch 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


“memorandum 


oe 6842.1 (932) 
“tice. State Olrector, Bureau of Land Management FEB 11 104 —«- 6842.1 (094) 


evaser: Request for Formal Consultation Pursuart to Section 7, Endangered Species Act and 50 CFR 402.14 
Concerning FY91 LAKE CREEK Timber Sale. 


Russel 0. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Widilfle Service, 2800 S.E. 98th Ave., Suite 100, 
Pariand, OR 97226 


" In accordance with Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended, the Oregon State 
Office, Bureau of Land Managemert (Bureau) requests formal consuttation on the FY 1991 LAKE CREEK 
= timber sale which may effect threatened or endangered species. 


The proposed action is the LAKE CREEK timber sale which is located within that portion of the Oregon 
Coast Range Province that lies within the Coast Range Resource Area of the Eugene District. This sale 
is located in Township 15S, Range 7W, Section 16. Please refer to the vicinity map in Appendix A of the 
biclogical essesemert. The timber sale will remove 42 acres of suitable spotted ow habitat from Bureau 
lands in the Oregon Coast Range Province in western Oregon. 





The proposed LAKE CREEK timber sale was designed in conformance with the Bureau's direction 
provided by the Jamison Spomed Ow Conservation Strategy afd the Management Guidelines for the 
Conservation of the Northern Spotted Ow FY 1991 through FY 1992. The location and impact of this 
FY 1901 timber sale wes dieplayed on maps and overlays that were presented to the Fish and Widilfe 
Service (Service) in September 1990. Additional map overlays are being tranemilted to the Service in 
the FY91 consultation overview document based on informal consultation meetings held between the 
Bureau and the Service's Portland Fieid Office staff. These overlays display the current spotted ow 
distribution related to thie-timber sale and verified awl pair sites found in the province in which the sale 
occurs. 


We have analyzed the effects of the proposed LAKE CREEK timber sale on proposed, threatened and 

- endangered species that are known to occur in the vicinity of the timber sale. it is the conclusion of the 
attached biological assessmert that this timber sale is likely to adversely affect the northern spotted ow! 
or Rs habRat. Therefore, we request that the Service initiate forme! consultation on the LAKE CREEK 
timber sale. 


Please direct any specific questions or requests for additional data on this coneuitation package to the 
Area Manager for the Coast Range Resource Area, Eugene District (FTS telephone 430-0989). 


or Prats Plu&), 


Associste State Director 
Attachments: Biological Assessment 
Other Relevart Documents 
ows -0of ——_i 2 
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_ harvest to meet the resource area's contribution 10 the district's annual timber harvest goal. 








BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
FY 1991 LAKE CREEK T!MBER SALE 
EUGENE DISTRICT 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 


INTRODUCTION 


The LAKE CREEK timber sale is one of 2/4 separate proposed timber harvest actions designed 
under the direction provided in the Bureau's Jamison Spotted Ow Conservation Strategy and the 
Manegemert Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Ow FY 1991 through FY 
1992. These documents and maps with overlays were presented to the U.S. Fish and Widilife 
Service (Service) in September 1990 for reference. Additional map overiays providing new 
information and updating that provided in th previous overlays are included in the overview 
document that transmitted this and other individual FY 199! timber sale biological assessments 
from the Bureau to the Service for formal consultation. 


The purpose of this biological assessment is to describe and analyze the impact of the proposed | 
LAKE CREEK timber sale on any listed or proposed species pursuart to the Endangered Spe:ies 
Act of 1973, as amended. The species to be addressed in this biclogical assessment are the 


northern spotted owl (Sirk occidentalis cauring). 


This proposed timber sale is in compliance with Record of Decision on the Eugene Timber 
Managemert Plan issued in September 1963. This timber management plan remains in effect 
today while the district office develops a new, broader based Resource Management Pian (RMP). 
The RMP is scheduled to be implemented in October 1992. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 


The proposed LAKE CREEK timber sale is located within that portion of the Oregon Coast Range 
Province that lies within the Coast Range Resource Area of the Eugene District BLM office. Refer 
to Appendix A for a vicinity map that displays the location of the proposed timber sale. The 
Eugene District administers approx netely * 14,296 acres of forest land within the Coast Range 
Resource Area, Oregon Coast Range Pnvince (Appendix 8, Table 3). 


Table 3 aizo shows that of the appronimately S2,140 acres of the 114,298 acres of forest land in 
the Coast Range Resource Area, Oregon Coast Range Province are over 80 years old. For 
purposes of this assesiment, forest lands ove 80 years of age were considered as suitable 
habRat for spotted ovis. This age group of forsst stands is also the primery source of trees for 


The proposed action is to harvest 42 acres of suitable habitat (42 acres of old growth forest) by 


Clearcutting with an expected yield of approximately 2040 MBF of timber (refer to Appendix B, 
Table 2 for detailed information on this timber sale). 
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in compliance with the Jamison Strategy, this green timber sale is not located within any 
proposed HabRat Conservation Areas (HCAs). 


There is no road right-of-way construction invoived in this timber sale. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


The affected environment that occurs in the vicinity of the LAKE CREEK timber sale is dercribed 
in the Eugene Timber Managemert Pian, EiS for the District. NEPA compliance documer is in the 
form of individual environmental assessments are prepared annually. These ervironmental 
assessments may be revised, f necessary, based on the outcome of this biological assessment 
and/or after formal consultation. The affected environment has also been described in the 
following documents that have been previously shared with the Service: Spotted Ow 
Environmental Assessment (February 1967) the formal consultations on the Bureau's Pre 316 and 
Section 38 Timber Sale Programs (July 1990) and the Jamison Strategy and Management 
Guidelines for the Conservation of the Northern Spotted Ow (September 1990). 


A. The Northern Spotted Ow 


Numerous publications have described the biology of the northern spotted ow and the 
major structural components of its primary habitat. The best scientific information on the 
spotted ow is containnd in the publication “Distribution and Biology of the Spotted Ow in 
Oregon,” (Forsman 267) and in the interagency Scientific Committee (ISC) report entitied “A 
Conservation St ategy for the Northern Spotted Ow (Thomas 1990). 


Forsman 1960, and Threikil and Mes:ow 1990, further describe spotted owl habitat use in 
the Oregon Coast Range Province in which this timber sale is located. 


Suitable spotted ow habitat on Bureau lands is defined as forest land over 80 years old 
(see Appendix 8, Table 3 and Jamison Strategy May Overlays). 


BLM's pre-Section 318 and Section 318 formal consultation documents and the Jamison 
Strategy's, maps and overlays, presented spotted ow data on distribution, occupancy and 
reproduction data for known ow sites on BLM lands and adjacent private lands in western 
Oregon. Appendix C updates spotted owl occupsncy and reproduction collected during 
invertories and monitoring conducted during FY i990. The map overlays provide updated 
information on ow sie occurrence and distribution and a display of-sultable hebiat 
distribution on BLM lands. The information on the specific ow sites located within the 
vicinky of the LAKE CREEK timber sale is highlighted in Appendix 8, Table 1 and Jamison 


Plan Map Overlays. — 
ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON T/E SPECIES 


A. Direct and indirect Effects 
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‘The proposed action wil have an impact on the federally listed northern spotted ow. 


A 


The proposed LAKE CREEK timber sale wil remove 42 acres of suitable habitat from 
Gureau lands in tha Oregon Coast Range Province. This sale occurs in the Oregon 
Coast Range Area of Concern. The clearcut method of timber harvest wil be used. 
This reduction of habitet equates to 0.13 % of the suitable habitat in that portion of the 
Oregon Coast Range Province that lies in the Coast Range Resource Area. Refer to 
Appendix 8, Table 2 for effects of the sale on suitable hebRat. 


No green tree timber sales are located in Category 1 HCAs. Appendix 8, Table 1 
summarizes the acreuge of suktable habitat that is found on BLM lands within specific 
HCA(@) in the Oregon Coast Range Province in which this timber sale is located. 


impacts on Known Ovd Stes 


This proposed sale action wil impact one known ow sito based on the 1.5 mie radius . 
for this province. This sale falls just within the 1.5 mile circle for the Upper Congdon 
Creek oud she. The site Resell was occupied by a pair only once (1987) during the first 
year the area was surveyed, with no nest ste documented. At the same time, the 
Congdon Creek ete wes occupied by another male, es verified by banding 
cbeervations. in 1998, the male from this pair was found on the Congdon Creek site, 
and during 1990 was paired with and nested with a new female, producing | fledgling. 
The Upper Congdon Creek site has not been given HCA-3 status dus to ts erratic 
occupency. For that portion of the Oregon Coast Range Province in the Cogst Range 
Resource Area t equates to 0 % of the pair sites and 0 % of the territorial singles. This 
sale results in the incidental take of no ow pairs and no ow singles based on USFWS 
Quirtelines. information on the individual sites and their status under the standards pre 
and posi harvest are shown in Table 1. information on the occupancy end 
reproduction records (1986-1980) on the impacted sites is displayed in Appendix C. 
Ow surveys for this sale meet the sale survey protocol described on page 6 of this 
document. 


it ie estimated that 90% of the sultable spotted ow habitat in the resource area has 
been gurveyed to date. However, each new field season brings the likelihood of 


finding new ovi(s) in previously surveyed but unoccupied hebiat. 
impacts on Olepersal HabRat 


_ With respect to the 50-41-40 rule proposed by the ISC to provide diepersal habitat, the 


proposed sale wil have the following effects. The sale occurs within one quarter 
township. The acreage to be removed would drop the township, already below 50%- 
11-40 status, from 33 % to 32 %. Refer to Appendix D for specific acreages for the 
Quarter township impacted. 
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interrelated and interdependent Actions 


Road construction activity wil remove 3.0 acres of suitable spotted ow habitat: ail of this 
road construction ether lies within the timber sale unit or would be cc:sstructed through 


reprod less than 15 years of age. 


As a reeut of the proposed action, the post harvest activities of slash disposal and tree 
plar77-q could occur on approximately 42 acres. These actions wil have negligible effects 
on ef cad owl habitat. if a is determined that the slash disposal activity may present an 
adv see sition to a neriig pair(s) of owls or the young produced, timing restrictions will 
be netuted to reduce </f Ga ate the adverse ofiect. Although slash burning activities will 
red.sce the amout of “own woody maisrial on the eale uni i is not expected to appreciably 
afiet the potential of the site to provide future habkat for prey species of the owl. The slash 
burns \g targets the finer, lighter fusis and does not normally reduce the number of larger 
down woody pieces. These larger pieces would be carried over irto the new forest stand to 
meet habRat requirements for selact*d prey species. 


Within 10 to 15 years of the proposed action, pre-commercial thinning and fertilization of the. 
regrowing stand may occur. This action would not have any adverse impact as kt would 
involve the treatment of non-habitat. This action may have some long term positive or 

_ Negative effects upon ow habitat. The pre-commercial thinning activity and fertilization wil 
be treated as a separate action and have been cosulted upon informally. 


C. Cumulative impacts 


1. There is no suitable habRat remaining on state or private lads in the vicinity of this 
sale and/or within the radius of any of the ow sites affectid by the proposed action. 


V. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
A Alternatives Considered 


Ouring the period covered by this Bicloaical Assessment, the Bureau considered art «tized 
many eternatives to avoid or re .ce potential impact of timber sales on spotted O.; ... 
thelr habRat. Alternatives Considered and implemented inciuded locating timber sales only in 
areas where no ovis were located, dropping sales or sale units, dropping sale units within 
the particular radius of ary known ow sites for the specific province, partial cutting units 
instead of clearculting and scheduling "mber sales in uneutable ow habRat. The Bureau — 
has adopted the “Jamison Strategy’ and has also reduced former cut levels in the Coast 
Range Resource Area from 80 million board feet per year to approximately 36 million board 
feet in FY91. Some of the specific modifications that the Bureau adopted during the 
pregianning development of the LAKE CREEK timber sale to provide protection for spotted 
ovis and suktable habiat include the following: none. 
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Conservation Measures 
The Jamison Strategy and Managemert Guidelines that are being adopted by the Bureau 
beginning with the FY 1991 timber sale plan varies from the ISC spotted ow pian/strategy in 
providing sutable habRat for spotted owls. This is by virtue of the fact that the Jamison 

_ Strategy incorporates aii protection of suitable habitat in the ISC Committee's HCAs 1 
through 4 and that which occurs on lands allocated for other resource values in the land use 


plans. 
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Additionally the Jamison Strategy maintains another 50,000 acres ov suitable habitat, 
statewide, reserved from harvest in the OOFW Agreemrt Areas that were not part of the 


land use plan allocations or the ISC Strategy. The Ja/nison Strategy implements nearty ail 
the ICS recommendations except application of tne §)-11-40 rule. 


implementation of the Jamison Strategy in FY 1921 will reduce District harvest to 
approximately 147 million board “set Ts a decrease from the approved annual 
allowable cut of 223 million board feet and also lower than the volume for the FY89 and 
FYSO set by the Section 318 harvest level of 360 million board feet for the two year period. 
This results in a harvest reduction of approximately 33 million board feet annually for FY91 
ana FY9$2 based on the approved annual allowable cut. 


Conservation measures implemented by BLM include the BLM/Oregon Department of Fish 
anc Y-idille Spotted Owl Management Agreement signed in December 1987. In the 
agreement, BLM agreed to defer timber harvest around §0 spotted ow sites resulting in the 
short-term protection of 239,000 acres of suitable habitat, statewide. Over 108,000 of these 
acres that are currently being protected are located outside of HCA categories 1-2. OOFW 
Agreemert Areas located outside of Categories 1 and 2 HCAs within the Coast Range 
Resource Area contain an additional 9 ow sites which are designated as Category 3 HCAs. 


Some of the forest land use allocations resulting from the 1983 Timber Management Plans 

were designed to provide habitat diversity for the species of wildlife in>habitir ) older forests. 

Over <6.300 acres of 200 plus year-old forests were removed from the timber harvest base 

or placed on long rotation to provide for a variety of species, including the spotted ow, baid 
eag., other forest raptors and riparian zone protection. Some of these acres are now 
incorporated with other land use restrictions; e.g. HCAs. 


The Section 318 legisiation required the Bureau to increase the number of “high priority’ 
spotted owls being protected by 12 sites. These new sites were selected in cooperation 
with the Service and Orsjon Department of Fish and Widille. The new spotted ow sites 
enharice the distribution network of protected sites and resuited in 2377 acres of suitable 
spotted owl habitat being added to the 12925 acres included in the BLM /OOFW Agreement 
on Coast Range Resource Area to insure the continued existence of the owl on Bureau 
lands in western Oregon. Approximately 70% of the existing OOFW Area acreage is in 
proposed HCAs, and 95% of the Section 318 acreage is in HCAs on Coast Range Resource 
Area. The Bureau is committed to protecting these ow sites through FY 1992. At such time 
as the spotted owl recovery pian is completed the Bureau will incorporate the applicable 
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recommendations /actions into future land management pian decisions. 


in addition, numerous sales have been modified (units deleted) or completely dropped as 
ovds were discovered during pre-sale inventory. 


Al sales wil have been inventoried using Bureau adopted protocol. The following is a 
summary of the protocol for surveying timber sales discussed and developed at the BLM 
Biologist meeting in February 1990. 


To conduct a complete survey of a timber sale area: 


Conduct 3 complete nighttime surveys of the area in each of 2 years. if there 
is only time for 1 year of survey, conduct 6 surveys. 


Occupancy surveys should be conducted between April 1 and July 31, with at 
least 2 surveys before June 1. 


Wait a minimum of 1 week between surveys of a site. 


Survey afi suitable habitat within 0.5 miles of the sale area, uniess it lies within 
1 mile of a known ow site. 


if owls were encoumtered status (pair or single) will be determined by 
followup visits 


The reproductive status determination was given a high priority where pair 
status was determined the reproductive status determination visits continued 
until August 31 in some districts. 


C. Contingency Plans 


All FY 1991 timber sales contracts will contain the following recently developed 
special provision: 


Special Provision E4 


The Purchaser shail immediately discontinue specified construction or timber 
harvesting operations upon written notice from the Contracting Officer that: 


(1) 


threatened, or endangered plants or animals protected under the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973, as amended, may be affected by the operation and a 
determination is made that consultation or reinitiation of consultation is 


required concerning the species prior to continuing operations or, 


federal candidate (Category | and 2), sensitive or State listed species 
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protected under GLM Manual 6840 - Special Status Species Management - 
have been discovered and a determination is made thet continued operations 
would effect the epecies or Rs habitat. 


Olecontinued operations may be resumed upon receipt of written instructions 
and authorization by the Cortracting Officer. 


in the evert that operations are halted under the special provision E- the 
Gureau has several courses of action: 


a Require a seasonal restriction (March 1 to September 30) within the 
vicinity of an owl pair until 8 is documented that nesting or fledging is 
completed or that nesting wes not initiated or if intiated hed tailed. 


b. Negotiate with the Purchaser and modily the timber sale by dropping a 
unit that is causing the “may affect’. 


In addition to the E-4 provision, special stipulations may be written into the contract — 
to seasonally restrict operations in those areas that are close (within a 0.5 mile) to 
Owl nests or activity certers to avoid harasemert of ovis or thelr progeny. For 
@xample no burning would be allowed on any unit that is within @ 0.5 mile of 2 
confirmed nesting pair between the date nesting is confirmed and June 30 of the 


nesting year witess modilied by the widille biclogiet. 


The Bureau wil give strong consideration to adopting the Disturbance criteria 


process for determining # coneuitation is required that are presently being drafted by 
the PNW Spotted Ow RDA - technical task group. 


BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT CONCLUSIONS 


it is the conclusion of this biological assessmert that the FY91 proposed LAKE CREEK timber 
sale may adversely affect the northern spotted ow. This conciusion is based on the fact that this 
sale wil remove 42 acres of suitable habitat (60+ year cid forest), within the Oregon Coast Range 
Area of Concem. These acres proposed for harvest aiso remove habitat in the Oregon Coast ' 
Range Province within the 1.5 mile radius circie of a former pair site center. 


Formal coneuitation is requested on this timber sale which contain units that ‘may adversely 
lect’ the northem epotied owt. The Bureau wi continue to inflate coneuitation on any timber 


eae where a sted epecies is involved and where the Bureau hes dlecretionary euthority. 

















- showing timber sale boundaries /units 
- affected owl ses with province radius circles 


3 Biological evaluations, as aveilable 
4 Emdéronmertal Assesemerts - f available for individual timber sales. 


5. Other relevart documents - *tudies, research, etc. (¢.g.. density study area progress report) 
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APPEROM B. Definitions of Column Headings used ia Tabies. 
Bi Table | Columa Heading Lefininons. 
OWL INFORMATION: 
* OWL SITE > known ow! locations. inciuding locations of sites with evidence of sustained use by owis. and sites with 
oaiy nodeatal 
IDNO - unique identification number for each ow! site. Consists of a four digit Master Sirs Number and may have an attached 


Alternate Location code which designates a site center that has moved from 3 previous locauon. [DNO's greater than 4000 
have an attached T to indicate a temporary ute center for inadentai owl locations. 


STATUS - Pe pair has been verified during at least one year since 1985. 2© territorial male and femaie. pair status is 
waknown. S@ single terruorial owl observed during at least one year since 1986S. with a) pair verified during tnat ume. N= 
historic owl site, but a0 territorial owls verified since 1985S. 

YR - year ia which a pair has last been verified at a site. 00 pair never verified at site. 


HCA - HCA catagory | thru 4 (as listed in the [SC report), for saie units «at overlap HCA boundanes. %@ sale unit does 
act lie within HCA. 


HCAID - identification aumber of each HCA. 

RESL? - Y© the area within 0.7 miles of site center lies wholly on reserved lands. Pe part of area within 0.7 miles iies on 
reserved lands. N= area within 0.7 miles lies completely outside of any reserved iands. Reserved lands are areas withdrawn .: 
the Director level or higher. 

PREHARVEST OWL ACRES WITHIN PROVINCIAL RADIUS 

Ow! acres refers to suitable spotted ow! habitat (generaily 80+ years of age). Physiograpiuc province and associated mean 
home range radii sre as listed: 


Oregon Cascades © 1.2 miles 
Oregon Coast Ranges © 15 miles 


Klamath Mouataiag = 1.3 miles 
Acreages listed reflect suitable habitat ensuing on BLM. State. and Private lands. 
07 + owl ecres withia 0.7 miles of site center. 
.7-RAD - ow acres tying berween 0.7 and the prowiccial radius. 
TOTAL ~ total owt scres within provmcial redius. 
TIMBERSALE INFORMATION: 
SALE NAME and UNIT - specific sale name and unit that lies within the provincial radius of a known ow site. 
SR? - Yes or No - will there be a seasonal restriction on harvest ’ 
OWL ACRES OF SALE UNIT EFFECTING OWL SITE 
G7 ~- owt acres of sale unit lying within 0.7 miles of ow site. 


.7-RAD - owl acres in sale unit lying between 0.7 miles and provinc:al radius of owl site. 
TOTAL - total owt scres of sale unit lying within provincial radius of ow! site. 


SALE UNIT EFFECTS ON OWL SITES: 
POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 


0.7 ~ owl scres remaining within 0.7 miles of owi site ster this sale unit. by itself. is harvested. 

7-RAD - owl acres remaining berween 0.7 miles and the provincial radius of the ow! site after this sale unit. by 
itsetf. is harvested. 

TOTAL - total owl scres remaining within the provincial redius of the owl site after this unit. by itself. is 
harvested. 














CUMMULATIVE POST HARVEST OWL ACRES 
a7 + Ow acres remaining within 0.7 miles of owl site after this sale unit, and all prior unus effecting this site are 
~arvested. 
-T-RAD - owt acres remaining between 0.7 miles and the provincial radius of the ow site after this sale unit, and all 
prior unus effecting this ste are harvened. 
TOTAL - total owl acres remsining within the provincial radius of the ow site after this unit. and ail prior units 
effecting this site are harvested. 
20 ACRE CORE 
PRE - Yes or No - does at least 70 acres of suitable hebicat exist aroved ow site center before harvest of sale unit. 


POST - Yes or No - will at least 70 acres of suitable habicat remain around oi site center after harvest of this sale 
east. 


B.2 Tadic 2 Columa Heading Definitions. 


SALE NAME and UNIT - legai name of specific timbersale and units within sale. 


AREA OF CONCERN - CG= Columbia Gorge. CRe Coast Range, SP © Sentiam Pass. SW © South Willamette/North 
Umpqua, RU® Rogue/Umpgqua. |-5© |-5/Ashiand. 


MAY EFFECT - Me may effect situation arising from harvest of suitable habitat. Y° may effec: situation arising from a 
reason other than harves: of suuable habitat, Ne ao effect. 


HCA - HCA catagory | thru 4 (as listed in the ISC report), for sale units that overlap HCA boundaries. O© sale unit does nor 
lie withia HCA. 


HCAID - identification aumber of each HCA. N/A@ unit does not lie withia HCA. 


SALE UNIT ACRES TO BE REMOVED 
TOTAL - total screage within each sale unit. 
SUTT. - suitable owl habitat (generally 80+ years of age) within the sale wait. 


HARVEST METHODS TO BE UTILIZED 


HARVEST METHOD « CLEAR CUT. SELECT CUT. THINNING. SALVAGE (inciuding down trees. hazard trees. and 
green irees associated with salvage units), ROAD R.O.W. (unus to de clear cut for road mght~of-«ays). 


TOTAL - total acreage within each sale unit 10 be removed by harvest method. 


SUTT. - suitable owt habitat (generaily 80+ years of age) within the sai vit. An asterick (*) indicates select cut unis that 
have susadle owl hebstat eichin them and etuch mil remain suitable after harvest due to canopy cover not being reduced 


below 40 percent. 


94% 











BS. Table 3 Columa Hesding Definitions. 


DISTRICT - BLM District same 
* RESOURCE AREA - identifies « unique Resource Aven within cach District 


PROVINCE - the portios of the Physiogsephic Province tying within 2 Resource Ares. (msp of promince boundanes available 
epos request). 


ACRES IN FORESTED LAND < ( figures presented here reflect 1990 anatysis). 


DISPERSAL - forest acres within each Province portion of 3 Resourses Asse that age 40 to 80 years old and offer dispersal 
hebicat for spotted owts, as defined ia ISC report. 


SUITABLE - forest acres within each Provice portica of 8 Resource Ases that are 80 to 200 years old. (Note: Tabie | and 
Table 2 define “suicabie habicac* and “ow! acres’ as greater than 80 years old. SUTTABLE is presented here as (0-200 years 
cid to allow presentation of data cn OLD GROWTH acres). 
OLD GROWTH - forest acres within cach Province portion of a Resource Area that are at least 200 years old. (Note: this 
habiest hes been lumped into “SUTTABLE™ ia Tadic 1 and 2). 


TOTAL - total land area within each Province portion of a Resource Ares that is forested. 


TOTAL SALE ACRES TO BE REMOVED 


ALL SALES - total acvengs of all sales withia cech Province portion of s Resource Asean. 


MAY EPFECT - acreage of ali sale units that will remove suitable owl habitat (80+ years << ge) or that may effect owis 
other thea by removel of suitable habitat (ic pomible disturvence to known owl site, removal of non habuat where unit has 


ect been verified to be uncecupred scsordiug 10 protocol). 


TOTAL SUITABLE OWL ACRES TO BE REMOVED 


ALL SALES - total acreage of ail sala’ wichia cach Province portion of s Resource Ares that will remove suitable ow! habi131 
(values will always be the seme as the ‘MAY EFFECT volves listed in this category, since any sale that removes suitabie 
habitat will be considered as 3 may effect). 


MAY EFFECT - acreage of ail sale units chat will remove suitable ow! habitat (80+ years of age). 


SUTTABLE HABITAT REMOVED THAT WILL RESULT IN TAKE 


MAY EPPECT - acreage of ail sale units the: will remove suitable owl habise: (80+ years of age), and will resuli in ‘ake. 
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APPENDIX C. 
OCCUPANCY AND REPRODUCTION, 
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The printouts contain the following 
information categorized by resource area, for each Oistrict: 


Location nase 
Pair status 
Number cf juveniles located 


Pair status and the number of juveniles located are indicated for each year 1985 


This report was generated from the Site and Owlsum files of our Sootted Ow! 
Oatabase. Locations have been summarized for which both Site and Owlsumm entries 
are available. Codes are used to identify Resource Area and pair status. To 
facilitate interpretation I am including a list of the resource areas and their 
coding number. Pair status is coded “-", “P~, “A”, “S", “O°: 








-s 
Psa 
A: A pair plus and additional bird were located 
$ 2 A single bird (either sex) was located 

I 


The number of juveniles is self explanatory, a hyphen indicates that no surveys 
were conducted that year. 


There is 1 point that needs to be reiterated with this report--Only owis 
found at locations that meet or have get our site criteria and subsequently have 
entries in the Site and Owlsum files are reported. 
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EUGENE DISTRICT 








Coast Range Lake Creek 


McKenzie 
McKenzie 
McKenzie 
McKenzie 


Casenor Peak 


15S-07W-NW 
14S-01E-SW 


Toothpicks Salvage 14S-01W-SE 


Cash It In 


Warner Salvage 


Coast Range Flat land 


Coast Range Furguson Blowdown 


Coast Range Macks Ross 


Coast Range Thirty Three 6 One 


McKenzie 
McKenzie 
McKenzie 
McKenzie 
McKenzie 
McKenzie 


McKenzie 
McKenzie 
McKenzie 
McKenzie 


McKenzie 
McKenzie 


McKenzie 


Huck Finn 


Johnson Thin 


23 to 9 
23 to 9 
Mariiah 
Helle Gate 


Good Tom 


Huck Finn 


Number Wine 


Allison Cr 
Number Nine 


Allison Cr Slvg 


Tom Tom 


15S-O02W-SE 
15S-02W-SW 
15S-O6W-NW 


15S-06W-SW 

15S-O6W-SW 

15S-O6W-SW 
Total 


16S-O1E-NE 
16S-01E-swW 
16S-01W-NW 
16S-01W-SE 
16S-02E-NW 
16S-02E-SE 


16S-02E-sSW 

16S8-02&-SW 
Total 

16S-02W-NW 


16S-02W-SW 
16S-02W-SW 


16S-02W-SW 


Total 


168-0 3W-NE 


Coast Range Thirty Three & One 165-O6W-NE 














849 
737 








1990 1991 
11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
1321 33 1279 32 
83 68 36 30 
153 19 133 16 
3100 78 3070 “77 
2100 74 2095 74 
2245 63 2165 61 
428 16 359 13 
90 41 4s 20 
962 96 957 96 
546 59 466 50 
1318 74 1248 70 
315 64 274 56 
583 67 $43 62 
1373 86 1225 77 
1524 82 1497 81 
1542 56 1467 $3 
326 38 274 32 
440 60 375 51 





























EUGENE DISTRICT 
- 1991 1991 TOWNSHIP 1990 1991 

RESOURCE TOWNSHIP SALE SALE QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 

AREA SALE NAME QUARTER ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 

Coast Range Thirty Three & One 16S- 6W-NW 30 30 1892 387 20 356 19 
Coast Range £-91-110 ROW 16S-06W-NW 1 i 
Total 31 31 

Coast Range Jones Creek 16S-06W-SE 71 71 120 88 33 17 14 

McKenzie Good Tom 178-02E-NE 27 27 2487 2221 69 2194 66 

McKenzie Number Nine 17S-02W-NW 23 23 605 279 46 256 42 

McKenzie Martin Power 178-03E-NW 142 137 4037 3534 68 3397 64 
McKenzie Ridge Top Slvg 178-038-NW 15 0 
Total 157 137 

Coast Range Wild Bul. 17S-06W-SW 40 386 246 38 16 0 0 

Coast Range Cedar Pot Thinning 17.. 07W-SE 26 0 1187 1030 87 1030 67 
Coast Range Lookout Thinning 175-07W-SE 30 0 
Total 58 0 

Coast Range Cedar Pot Thinning 1785-07W-sW 65 0 2364 1575 67 1575 67 
Coast Range Lookout Thinning 178-07W-SW 100 0 
Total . 165 0 

McKenzie Shore Fall 168-01E-SsW 93 93 1931 464 24 371 19 

McKenzie Thurston High 16S-01W-NW is 15 2078 1246 60 1231 59 

8S. Valley All Doane 168-05W-SE 55 46 116 46 40 oO o 

Coast Range Cedar Cr ROW 18S-06W-SE 2 2 975 493 $1 491 50 

Coast Range Lookout Thinning 185-07W-NE 25 25 2715 1823 56 1460 $4 
Coast Range Wild Sul 16S-07W-NE 38 38 
Total 63 63 

Coast Range Whittaker Cr ROW 185-08W-sw i. ir 1596 375 23 373 23 

McKenzie Mt Salem Silvg 198-01 E-NE 4 0 2559: 2164 85 2164 6s 








EUGENE DISTRICT 








RESOURCE TOWNSHIP 
AREA SALE MAME QUARTER 
McKenzie Bearly There 19S-01W-sW 
McKenzie Bearly There 19S-02W-SE 
S. Valley Fox Hollow 19S-04W-NwW 
S. Valley Chopped Hass 19s .4W-SE 
S. Valley Weiss Road 19S-04W-SE 

Total 
S. Valley Chopped Hess 19S-04W-SsW 
Coast Range IP Elkhorn Row 19S-O6W-NE 
Coast Range Alma Ranch 19S-07W-SE 
Coast Range Young Leo 19S-O06W-NE 
Coast Range Eddy Whittaker 19S-vusW-NW 
Coast Range Young Leo 19S-O06W-NW 

Total 
McKenzie Lost & Found Slvg 20S-01E-SW 
McKenzie Middle Gossage 205-0 1W-NW 
McKenzie Middle Gossage 20S-02W-NE 
S. Valley Get Rat 20S-02W-sw 
S. Valley Change 999 208-04W-SE 
S. Valley Lets Cr ROW 20s-05W-swW 
S. Valley Mawling Cedar 21S-01W-swW 
S. Valley Row River 21S-01W-swW 

Total 
S. Valley Table Creek 22S-01W-NW 
S. Valley Table Creek 22s-01W-sW 
S. Valley Blue Rock 22S8-02W-NE 
S. Valley Laurel Witt Thin 225-03W-SE 
S. Valley Laurel Witt Thin 225-03W-SW 











1991 1991 
SALE SALE 
ACRES 11-40 
149 23 
64 84 
61 61 
108 108 
134 134 
242 242 
40 40 

| 1 

30 30 
$3 53 
41 41 
62 62 
103 103 
3 0 

25 25 
29 29 
28 26 
45 45 

i 1 
108 108 
80 60 
168 168 
20 20 
38 38 
46 46 
60 +) 
114 0 











TOWNSHIP 1990 1991 
QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
595 396 67 373 63 
1808 1040 58 956 53 
544 252 46 191 35 
1327 646 49 404 “30 
1365 301 22 261 19 
N/A - HCA 
1869 631 34 601 32 
2166 645 30 $92 27 
1711 671 39 568 33 
N/A - HCA 
774 589 16 564 73 
2120 1663 50 1034 49 
1675 247 15 219 13 
925 686 74 641 69 
N/A - HCA 
1071 764 71 576 54 
823 4860 58 460 $6 
373 172 46 134 36 
2068 1241 59 1195 $7 
2251 1477 66 1477 66 
1554 727 47 727 47 














antsounct TOWNSHIP 
AREA SALE MAME QUARTER 
S. Valley Stennette Pewn Fara23S-03N-NE 
S. Valley 23-3-11 Row 235-0 3W-NE 
° Total 
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1991 1991 TOWNSHIP 1990 1991 
SALE SALE QUARTER 11-40 1990 11-40 1991 
ACRES 11-40 ACRES ACRES PERCENT ACRES PERCENT 
87 87 2147 464 23 396 18 
| 1 
66 68 














ANALYSIS OF 11-40 CONDITIONS IN 
THE FOREST MATRIX - FY 1991 
EUGENE DISTRICT TIMBER SALE PLAN 


Te date the District has identified 41 potential timber sales totaling 
approximately 143.4 million board feet on approximately 3,818 acres. 


All but one of these sale actions are regular green timber units; the one 
exception being a salvage sale. All are within the forest matrix outside of iiCA 
1 and 2 areas. All but the salvage sale affects forest stands of > 11 inches 
d.b.h. and > 40% canopy closure. However, the 42] acres of thinnings will not 
reduce a closure below 40%. None of the proposed sales are within HCA 3 or 
4 areas, -O0FW t Areas, or either of the two additional areas added 
under Section 318 of the unconstitutional Public Law 101-121. 





The forest matrix outside of HCA 1 and 2 categories consists of 171 quarter 
township assessment units where BLM administers 40, or more, acres of forest 
land. The sales identified occur in 50 of these 171 quarter townships. 
Examination of the impact on the 11-40 conditions within the 50 quarter townships 
revealed the following: 


a) For 26 of the quarter townships, the percentages of land in the 11-40 
condition was greater than, or equal to, 50% postharvest. 


b) An additional 4 quarter townships had 50% or more of their acreage in 
an 11-40 condition preharvest but fell below that level postharvest. 
The percentage decline ranged from 1% to 40%. 


¢) The remaining 20 quarter townships had less than 50 percent of their 
acreage in an 11-40 condition prior to harvest, and as expected, had 
further reductions post harvest. 


The last page of this analysis is a ranking of the twenty-four quarter township - 

FY 1991 timber sale combinations where the 11-40 condition is dropped below 50% 
* : — of the FY 1991 sale, or is already below 50% prior to proposed FY 
1991 sales. 


The ranking is based on the District Wildlife Biologist’s professional judgement 
of the importance of the following five (5) factors: 
l. >| . OF Lif > med ior ar ‘ oncerr .A.\ ° There are 
two R.A.0.C.s in t ugene District; the Cc Range and the Southern 
tiLlames ie North Umogua corridor linking the Coast ge to the Cascades. 
@ most important factor is whether locations are within either of these 
two R.A.0.C.s. Those inside the R.A.0.C.s are considered higher value than 
those outside. 


2. Eraximity tod ls and 2s. Usefulness of quarter townships to help owls 
move between ls and 2s is the second most important factor. Quarter 
townships within twelve (12) miles of HCA 1 or 2 are considered more 


important than those farther away. Those within 12 miles of two HCAs (1 or 
2) were considered even more valuable. 


qs 













Proximity of quarter townships to owl sites with 
the next consideration. Locations within 
» Owl pairs give quarter townships sore 


of the 21 quarter townships are outside this pattern. 


three quarter townships are less than one quarterseciton 







: . The last consideration is the %-11-40 condition 

or to sale, ie., quarter townships with higher % of their land in an 

1-40 condition prior to the proposed FY 91 sale are more valuable than 
those with smaller % 11-40 condition. 


Arbitrary numerical values were assigned to each of the above factors for use in 
the ranking process. Note that quarter townships containing the Mack’s Rose, 
Jones Creek, and Al Doane sales were placed at the bottom of the list (low 
Aah for owls) even though they were located inside a R.A.0.C. This was 

they, like the “Cassnor Peak" quarter “township", are outsice the BLM 
"ownership" pattern. 


A word of caution is in order. As mentioned above, t’ s is ranking based on 

ee aa judgement of the District Biologist. Resource area biologists may 
of other factors, which in their view, may np variations. Or, they may 

simply prefer other numerical values which could produce different rankings. 








The numerical values used in this ranking are as follows: 


Location within a USF&WS R.A.0.C. = 20 

Proximity to HCA bs and 2s = 10 per HCA 

Proximity to owl pairs © 10 if distance < 3 miles 

Location with BLM ownership pattern = no value assigned - 4 Qtr Twps/sales 

outside the pattern are lowest priority. 

5 - sy rior to the sale = actua! % values for each Qtr Twp. prior to the 
sale 


, ee ed 
* # # 


Gs / 











RANKING (DESCENDING ORDER OF VALUE) OF 24 QUARTER TOWNSHIPS 


FOR THEIR VALUE AS SPOTTED OWL DISPERSAL HABITAT PRIOR TO PLANNED FY 1991 SALES 


Location 
QTR TwP 


22-01W-Sw 
19-08W-Nw 
19-07W-SE 
23-O3W-NE 
19-O8W-NE 
17 -O06W-SW 
15-O6W-NW 
16-06W-NW 
15-O6W- Sw 
15-07 -NW 

19-04W-SE 
19-O4W-NW 
19-04W-Sw 
20-02W-Sw 
20-O2W-NE 
16-O1E-NE 
17-O2W-NW 
16-O3W-NE 
14-01W-SE 
15-06-SwW 

16-06-SE 

18-05W-SE 
14-O1E-SwW 








20+20+10+46 
20+20+10+39 
20+20+10+34 
20420+10+23 
20+20+10+30 
20+20+10+16 
20+10+10+53 
20+10+10+20 
20410410416 


FFF 
Stass 


SPELLS 
a 


é 


Uwt. 2. Thgvn— 


Proposed 
Sale (Name) 


Table Creek 

Young Leo (1 & 2) & Eddy Whittaker 
Alma Ranch 

Stennetts Fawn Farm 

Young Leo (3 & 4) 

Wild Bull 

Flatland 

Thirty-three & One (1 & 2) 
Thirty-three & One (3 & 4) 
Lake Creek 

Weiss Rd & Chopped Ham 
Fox Hollow 

Chopped Ham (4) 

Get Rat 

Middle Gossage 

Huck Finn 

Number Nine 

Tom Toa 

Toothpicks 

Mack’s Rose 

Jones Creek 

Al Doane 

Cassnor Peak 











